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TIMELINE

15 years ago, scientsts warned that expansion of fossil fuel 
assets is a danger to the health and stability of the planet.

Since then, RELX products and services have continued to  
support global fossil fuel expansion efforts.

These actions are inconsistent with climate goals with which  
RELX associates itself, as well as RELX pledges that require 
performing human rights due diligence.

NOTE: Reed Elsevier was formed in 1993 when Reed International and 
Elsevier merged. It rebranded as RELX in 2015, with divisions that include 
LexisNexis, RX, and ICIS. 

In the following timeline, BLUE sections include positive claims and 
pledges, as well as the advocacy efforts of various stakeholders; ORANGE 
sections represent RELX's negative impacts, fossil fuel expansion efforts, 
misinformation, and activities that appear to contradict RELX's sustain-
ability and ethics claims.  
 
Information is grouped by year but is not strictly chronological.



RELX TIMELINE

2003
Reed Elsevier joins the UN Global Compact. The UNGC supports a “precau-
tionary approach to environmental challenges” in which a lack of scientific 
certainty is no reason to postpone measures to prevent environmental 
degradation if there are "threats of serious or irreversible damage.” UNGC 
also declares that "businesses have minimum responsibilities to meet to 
respect human rights. They must act with due diligence to avoid infringing 
the rights of others, which includes addressing any negative human rights 
impacts related to their business." Principle One states: "Companies should 
take proactive, ongoing steps to understand how existing and proposed 
activities may cause or contribute to human rights impacts."

2005
Due to its arms trade shows, an article in The Lancet calls out the company’s 
violation of UNGC guidelines, which aim to prevent “human rights abuse.” 
Scientists for Global Responsibility make this same observation. The Lan-
cet's editors and International Advisory Board simultaneously call for the 
company “to divest itself of all business interests" that threaten human 
"health and well-being.”

2005
Reed Elsevier indicates it considers that this business activity "adheres to 
the highest standards of scrutiny" and complies with the United Nations 
Global Compact. Emphasizing humanitarian roles undertaken by armed 
forces, the company asserts it is meeting the "highest ethical standards," but 
does not address concerns about cluster bombs and human rights.

2006
Reed Elsevier reports to the UNGC that it's embedded "support and respect 
the protection of internationally proclaimed human rights" in its Code of 
Ethics.

2007
Reed Elsevier defends the shows as accounting for less than 1 percent of 
revenue and serving “reputable companies,” some of which produce “tor-
ture equipment" that's illegal to sell in the E.U. After a 3 year campaign, The 
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust divests from Reed Elsevier upon observing 
it's “rapidly expanding” services to companies that are “deeply unethical and 
irredeemably corrupt."

2008
The company exits from the weapons exhibitions sector (but continues to 
serve weapons manufacturers in other ways).

The United Nations Human Rights Council unanimously approves a frame-
work for business and human rights that calls on companies to "take pro-
active steps to understand how existing and proposed activities may affect 

2004: A UNGC report coins the investment term 
'ESG.' Businesses like RELX embrace it and name 
a "Head of ESG." Within 20 years ESG is described 
as “marketing gobbledygook” that “is actively 
misleading people” and creating a “dangerous 
distraction” from regulation that would fit the 
scale of problems such as climate change.

https://unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/participants/7909
https://unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/mission/principles/principle-7
https://unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/our-work/social/human-rights
https://unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/mission/principles/principle-1
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(05)67306-0/fulltext
https://www.sgr.org.uk/resources/letter-lancet-reed-elsevier
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140673605672923/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140673605673072/fulltext
https://web.archive.org/web/20230824203134/https://ungc-production.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/attachments/2512/original/COP.pdf?1262614336
https://www.reuters.com/article/legal/government/reed-elsevier-defends-arms-trade-fairs-idUSL13809420/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2008/may/29/exhibition.weaponstechnology
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/625292?ln=en&v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/625292?ln=en&v=pdf
https://unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/mission/principles
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/280911488968799581/pdf/113237-WP-WhoCaresWins-2004.pdf


human rights." The United Nations Human Rights Council adopts Resolution 
7/23, in which the UN explicitly recognizes that climate change "has implica-
tions for the full enjoyment of human rights.”

James Hanson observes the "requirements to halt carbon dioxide growth 
follow from the size of fossil carbon reservoirs," but fossil interests are 
inhibiting a prompt move to carbon-free energy. Reed Elsevier continues to 
report that it supports "a precautionary approach to environmental chal-
lenges," is "limiting any negative consequences" on the environment, and 
that "UNGC environmental principles are incorporated in [its] Code of Ethics 
and Business Conduct." RELX also claims its negative impact on the environ-
ment is "principally through the use of energy and paper, the use of print 
and production technologies and the recycling of waste."

2009
Reed Elsevier promotes how its R&D product Knovel is used by BP for ad-
dressing challenges in oil sands pipelines. Reed Elsevier donates millions to 
U.S. politicians as one of 23 members of the private enterprise board of the 
American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC); ALEC votes to adopt a model 
bill opposing federal regulation of hydraulic fracturing, deemed to be "envi-
ronmentally safe."

2010
At the AGM, an investor asks if “Reed Elsevier take[s] environmental aspects 
into account when taking decisions related to expanding the business.” He is 
told “Reed Elsevier does take these things seriously when expanding. And if 
you would like to, Marcia Balisciano, who is responsible for all of this within 
the organization, is here today and you would be very welcome to talk to her 
after the meeting.”

2010
Elsevier launches Geofacets, a workflow solution "requested by geoscientists 
working in resource exploration" (Webinar: Introduction to the Geofac-
ets-SEPM Millenium Edition) who are "looking for new opportunities across 
the globe." ALEC introduces the “Eminent Domain Authority for Federal 
Lands Act,” which would authorize state governments to open protected 
wilderness areas for “greater oil, gas, and coal exploration."

2011
The UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGP) are 
adopted. Businesses are guided to "seek to prevent or mitigate adverse 
human rights impacts that are directly linked to their operations, products 
or services by their business relationships, even if they have not contrib-
uted to those impacts…Questions of complicity may arise when a business 
enterprise contributes to, or is seen as contributing to, adverse human rights 
impacts caused by other parties." 

At the AGM, shareholders are “informed that Reed Elsevier [is] setting a 
good example of sustainable business practice,” but an investor expresses 
concern that the CEO’s presentation didn’t mention “climatic concerns.” Mr 

https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/e/hrc/resolutions/a_hrc_res_7_23.pdf
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/e/hrc/resolutions/a_hrc_res_7_23.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2008/jun/23/climatechange.carbonemissions
https://ungc-production.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/attachments/1686/original/COP.pdf?1262614281
https://x.com/EngineeringRnD/status/1240770265
https://web.archive.org/web/20090228203140/http://www.info.knovel.com/knovelmessages/processengineeringsolution_web.html
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2011/09/alec-corporations-are-big-spenders/
https://www.alecexposed.org/w/images/9/9e/3E11-Resolution_to_Retain_State_Authority_over_Hydraulic_Fracturing_Exposed.pdf
https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/investors/agm-information-for-relx-nv/2010-agm-minutes-nv.pdf
https://www.findingpetroleum.com/n/Geofacets_search_Elsevier_articles_for_maps/927b09df.aspx
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/alec-50-years-of-attacking-environmental-protection-and-democracy/
https://www.alecexposed.org/wiki/Eminent_Domain_Authority_for_Federal_Lands_Act_Exposed
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/GuidingPrinciplesBusinessHR_EN.pdf
https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/investors/agm-information-for-relx-nv/2011-agm-minutes.pdf
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/e/hrc/resolutions/a_hrc_res_7_23.pdf
https://x.com/ElsevierNews/status/24396887577


Erik Engstrom emphasizes the business aim is “to improve the outcomes 
for professional customers” but that “corporate responsibility [is] very 
important to Reed Elsevier.” He notes the company does have targets, but 
that “corporate responsibility [is] much bigger than that.” Another investor 
encourages the company to improve messaging so “sustainable investors 
would remain interested in Reed Elsevier.” Attendees are told the company 
has come a long way in “contribut[ing] positively to the sustainability and 
social responsibility agenda” and “that the businesses the Company was in 
was essentially in many places supporting sustainability.” The CEO empha-
sizes that it’s a market leader in “publishing on alternative energy” while 
maintaining sustainability is “part of how Reed Elsevier runs its business.”

Scientists warn that most of the world’s fossil fuel reserves cannot be 
burned without causing catastrophic global heating.

2011
The company promotes how the research it publishes helps to advance oil 
and gas exploration. Elsevier has "over 60 journals...used by geoscientists in 
the industry on a daily basis." (Elsevier oil and gas webinar, How to Make a 
New Venture Project More Successful, July 13, 2011). Elsevier and the Geolog-
ical Society of London pledge to "deliver significant advantage to companies 
focused on upstream oil and gas exploration." Reed Exhibitions (RX) adds 
an oil and gas expo "to support the continuing growth of Brazil’s oil and gas 
industry." Reed Elsevier continues to partner with ExxonMobil, Koch Indus-
tries, and others on the ALEC private enterprise board, which generates draft 
legislation that targets U.S. agencies such as the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and is “regularly passed into law.” The Center for Media and 
Democracy reports that “the greenhouse gas emissions and catastrophic 
climate crisis that has already begun could not have a better lobbyist than 
ALEC members.” ALEC holds a session at its annual meeting titled "Warming 
Up to Climate Change: The Many Benefits of Increased Atmospheric CO2."

2012
Leaders at the AGM are asked about awareness of amendments of the OECD 
Guidelines “consistent with the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Hu-
man Rights and if so, whether this had any concrete consequences for Reed 
Elsevier’s policy.” The company Chairman states Reed Elsevier is a “commit-
ted supporter of human rights and had been a signatory of the UN Global 
Compact for a long time,” but he is not familiar with the amendments of the 
OECD guidelines “and that Reed Elsevier’s CSR team could certainly engage 
on this matter.”

Company division LexisNexis issues a reminder that biodiversity is threat-
ened by “our addiction to fossil fuels."

2012
The company maintains its position as “a leading member of ALEC,” as “prof-
its from [its] journals are used to promote denial of climate change and 
block action against global warming.” (Increased scrutiny leads to its exit 
from the group.) Ron Mobed, a petroleum engineer by training, becomes 

By 2025, RELX would reveal in a court filing 
that it considers its pledges to merely be for-
ward-looking  "aspirational statements about 
sustainability."

https://www.banktrack.org/download/unburnable_carbon/unburnablecarbonfullrev2.pdf
https://x.com/RELXHQ/status/141822113148452864
https://drive.proton.me/urls/SQNJ4XAZZ8#67BFAjFcBCwX
https://www.relx.com/media/press-releases/archive/20-10-2011a
https://web.archive.org/web/20231111140839/https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/geofacets
https://web.archive.org/web/20231111140839/https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/geofacets
https://x.com/RELXHQ/status/114688013690355712
https://uk.marketscreener.com/quote/stock/RELX-NV-793474/news/REED-ELSEVIER-Reed-Exhibitions-Acquires-Santos-Offshore-Oil-Gas-Event-in-Brazil-13800731/
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2011/09/alec-corporations-are-big-spenders/
https://www.propublica.org/article/alec-and-exxonmobil-push-loopholes-in-fracking-chemical-disclosure-rules
https://www.prwatch.org/NODE/10914
https://captimes.com/news/opinion/column/brendan-fischer-co2-is-good-for-you-and-other-alec-talking-points/article_94191802-4a76-5ce1-b8b2-9c29ec637b6a.html
https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/investors/agm-information-for-relx-nv/2012-agm-minutes.pdf
https://x.com/lexisnexis/status/164126450205720576?s=46&t=MJQe2c94CI4oXbiIGcsTVA
https://psc-cuny.org/clarion/2012/april/academic-journals-and-corporate-interests-reed-elsevier-and-alec/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/publications/guidingprinciplesbusinesshr_en.pdf
https://psc-cuny.org/clarion/2012/april/academic-journals-and-corporate-interests-reed-elsevier-and-alec/


CEO of Elsevier. In his previous role he developed "integrated data and tools 
for finding and producing oil and gas." Elsevier promotes Knovel for aiding 
E&P professionals using new technologies to move into “deeper waters” and 
for serving a “fossil fuel resurgence.” Elsevier partners with Society for Sedi-
mentary Geology (SEPM) “to solve some of the most critical problems posed 
in oil and gas exploration." LexisNexis promotes legal and business-related 
resources covering oil, gas, and coal exploration and production. A company 
expo spreads the fear that 'flicking the switch' from coal to renewable ener-
gy would "risk global depression."

2013
Elsevier positions itself "as the leading book publisher for the oil and gas 
industry" and launches the Journal of Unconventional Oil and Gas Resources 
to support "field development of unconventional resources."

2013
The company informs investors it's "very pleased with the way that the sus-
tainability agenda had become embedded in the company."

2014
An investor tells leaders at the AGM that “although the United Nations Glob-
al Compact was important, more could be addressed in the human rights 
area,” referencing the UN Declaration of Human Rights and OECD Guide-
lines. Regarding human rights audits, she notes that she “could not find any 
report or details on the outcomes or the action taken by the Company.” The 
company insists it's "keeping up to date [on human rights], and also chal-
lenging itself to do everything that could be done…Reed Elsevier [is] very 
active on the human rights area.” The company notes that “Reed Elsevier’s 
audits included questions that explicitly dealt with the adherence to human 
rights” including "environmental business practices.”

2014
Geofacets works to accelerate fossil fuel exploration. In "helping solve the 
exploration puzzle in upstream oil and gas," Elsevier claims that "exploration 
has never been more seamless." (Video) Elsevier sees a long future ahead for 
developing North Sea oil and gas. A new coal shiploader "capable of loading 
at 8250 tonnes per hour" is promoted by a company expo as "great news for 
the region" and coal mine expansion noted for its promotion of jobs growth. 
Elsevier promotes the idea that the Keystone pipeline will have "little cli-
mate impact"—despite the oil industry-influenced report referenced being 
labeled "a sham"—while also promoting materials serving hydrocarbon 
expansion.

2015 
The Paris Agreement calls for limiting temperature increase to 1.5°C above 
pre-industrial levels to prevent serious and irreversible damage. Scientists 
declare that to keep global temperature rise below 2°C, a third of known 
oil reserves, half of gas, and 80% of coal have to stay in the ground; The UN 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) states that 
businesses must “be accountable for their climate impacts and participate 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/ceo-leader-day-ron-mobed-elsevier-lorena-fimbres/
https://www.hartenergy.com/exclusives/ihs-inc-acquires-assets-geoplus-corp-25046
https://x.com/EngineeringRnD/status/236223063690211328
https://x.com/EngineeringRnD/status/190566728818892800
https://www.biospace.com/elsevier-inc-and-b-sepm-b-to-bring-distinctive-and-specialized-content-to-oil-and-gas-exploration
https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/lexis-nexis-energy-law-solutions-2012/13163238#4
https://x.com/qme_expo/status/176857375322546176?s=46&t=MJQe2c94CI4oXbiIGcsTVA
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/elsevier-acquires-certain-book-assets-of-gulf-publishing-company-218680771.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/elsevier-launches-new-journal-journal-of-unconventional-oil-and-gas-resources-187106081.html
https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/investors/agm-information-for-relx-nv/2013-agm-minutes-nv.pdf
https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/investors/agm-information-for-relx-nv/2014-agm-minutes.pdf
https://x.com/phoebemcmellon/status/478855719736070144?s=46&t=MJQe2c94CI4oXbiIGcsTVA
https://drive.proton.me/urls/DP62BNHD84#ylIeBWfmoEvx
https://x.com/gulfpropub/status/520989805761810432?s=46&t=MJQe2c94CI4oXbiIGcsTVA
https://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/gladstone/coal-port-ready-to-install-first-shiploader/news-story/44d2e0701b6ec8c1ad34fc460d561668
https://x.com/qme_expo/status/514906975440613376?s=46&t=MJQe2c94CI4oXbiIGcsTVA
https://x.com/qme_expo/status/504124111816101888?s=46&t=MJQe2c94CI4oXbiIGcsTVA
https://x.com/gulfpropub/status/429615871238361088
https://www.cnn.com/2014/01/31/politics/keystone-pipeline/index.html?hpt=hp_t2
https://x.com/gulfpropub/status/538004524729131008?s=46&t=MJQe2c94CI4oXbiIGcsTVA
https://web.archive.org/web/20141101214042/http://scitechconnect.elsevier.com/enhance-understanding-seismic-data/#.VFVTYuzP32c
https://www.nature.com/articles/nature14016
https://www.hydrocarbonprocessing.com/news/2013/08/gulf-publishing-company-sells-oil-gas-books-business-to-elsevier
https://x.com/gulfpropub/status/429615871238361088


responsibly in climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts with full 
respect for human rights.”

The Keep it in the Ground Act is introduced in the US Senate; it would 
prohibit the digging or drilling for fossil fuels on federal land or waters to 
align federal energy policies with U.S. climate goals. Richard Horton, the 
editor-in-chief of Elsevier's flagship journal The Lancet, signs a divestment 
letter concerned with "reducing global fossil fuel production," stating that 
"it is wrong to profit from an industry whose core business threatens human 
and planetary health."

At the annual general meeting, RELX shareholders are assured of “its align-
ment with the UN Global Compact,” that “in may ways Reed Elsevier already 
operated according to circular economy principles…[and] that the biggest 
[environmental] contribution Reed Elsevier could make was through sci-
ence, through its journals and what was published.” A company report touts 
Elsevier’s sustainability research, boasting that “sustainability is deeply em-
bedded within Elsevier.” The company acknowledges "climate change is an 
important issue" and asserts it “agree[s] with scientific opinion that we must 
reduce the total quantity of absolute greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.”

2015
RELX serves "leading companies in natural resource exploration around the 
world to support and justify business decisions, assess risk in drilling and 
development activities, and increase exploration team productivity." Elsevier 
partners with Wiley to include 100,000 maps from 26 journals in Geofacets, 
providing content “invaluable to exploration geoscientists operating all over 
the world.” AGU members gain free access to the product. The Director for 
Product Management at Geofacets promotes expediting exploration—and 
then shares a map that shows where sea level rise will drown American 
cities. RELX division LexisNexis offers due diligence solutions for oil and 
gas to remove barriers to opening operations in emerging markets. A RELX 
mining expo promotes an article celebrating record breaking coal exports 
in Newcastle and noting "coal export industry has also been booming in 
Queensland"—where RELX hosts another mining expo. Elsevier promotes 
“the benefits of #shale development,” as concerns mount over methane 
emissions from fracking. Elsevier suggests the Permian Basin in Texas for 
companies in search of hydrocarbon E&P opportunities. Highlighting a Shell 
oil discovery and upcoming drilling operations in Mexico, Elsevier promotes 
a gold rush for Mexican oil and gas as also being a "data rush" that the com-
pany can help fuel. Elsevier launches Geofacets Mexico, providing competi-
tive edge to Mexico’s oil and gas block bidders. A RELX service for engineers 
helps guide customers in drilling techniques and pipeline construction.

2016 
RELX tells investors it's "won a number of awards in the sustainability area."

2016
As Elsevier highlights “billions of barrels of newly-discovered shale #oil” 
in Texas, the Company declares that "oil and gas companies need to invest 

An Elsevier website mocks climate activists as 
"muddle-headed arts graduates and click-
tivists" and that "those who oppose fracking 
seem willing to believe any propaganda." While 
acknowledging it will "cause climate change," 
fracking is framed as "logically defensible."

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/feb/11/keep-it-in-the-ground-legislation-coal-oil-gas-fossil-fuels-obama-democrats
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jun/25/do-no-harm-wellcome-trust-should-not-profit-from-fossil-fuel-industry
https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/investors/agm-information-for-relx-nv/2015-agm-minutes-nv-nl.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/zlnfaxb2lcqx/7l6G4qRxDQwhXtfK43ityb/366258f09a335b4f92efe00ff564fbe0/SustainabilityScienceReport-Web.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20150717093109/http://www.relx.com/corporateresponsibility/environment/climate-change/Pages/climate-change-statement.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20150914213358/http://www.relx.com/corporateresponsibility/environment/targets-standards/Pages/Home.aspx%202015
https://web.archive.org/web/20150717091044/http://www.relx.com/OurBusiness/scientific/Pages/geofacets.aspx
https://www.oilfieldtechnology.com/exploration/06012015/elsevier-to-add-more-than-100-000-maps-to-geofacets-platform/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1BWFWhrwTD/
https://x.com/phoebemcmellon/status/643214144250843137?s=46&t=MJQe2c94CI4oXbiIGcsTVA
https://x.com/phoebemcmellon/status/653672901435072513
https://web.archive.org/web/20201202225429/https://www.lexisnexis.com/en-us/professional/risk-management/resources/oil-and-gas-whitepaper.page
https://x.com/aimex_sydney/status/631329304463278082?s=46&t=MJQe2c94CI4oXbiIGcsTVA
https://web.archive.org/web/20150816132139/http://www.miningaustralia.com.au/News/Coal-exports-breaking-records-at-Newcastle
https://x.com/EngineeringRnD/status/611609444145737728
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/10/151020091401.htm
https://www.dovepress.com/methane-emissions-and-climatic-warming-risk-from-hydraulic-fracturing--peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-EECT
https://www.climatecentral.org/news/huge-methane-leaks-add-doubt-on-natural-gas-as-a-bridge-fuel-17309
https://x.com/EngineeringRnD/status/677488449952325632
https://x.com/EngineeringRnD/status/669515931878563844
https://x.com/EngineeringRnD/status/672415015278944256
https://web.archive.org/web/20200814214355/https://www.elsevier.com/rd-solutions/industry-insights/oil-and-gas/gulf-of-mexico-oil-data-rush
https://x.com/ShaleMarkets/status/570528020836061184
https://web.archive.org/web/20150701010616/http://www.elsevier.com/solutions/knovel/industry
https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/investors/2017-agm-info-relx-nv/minutes-agm-relx-nv-2016.pdf
https://x.com/EngineeringRnD/status/775708895696257025
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jan/07/much-worlds-fossil-fuel-reserve-must-stay-buried-prevent-climate-change-study-says#
https://x.com/ElsevierNews/status/725613004788736002
https://web.archive.org/web/20170609074430/http://scitechconnect.elsevier.com/no-fracking-clue/


$250 billion per year in exploration, and drill approximately 670,000 wells 
[by 2020]" that will require "a sustainable commitment to investing." (R&D 
Solutions PDF) Elsevier notes that Mexico is now offering its first deep-water 
oil exploration blocks to bidders; Geobiology Mexico promotes an Elsevier 
webinar on using Geofacets. A RELX mining expo finds that an "Australia 
coal rush [will] boost economic growth," generate "ongoing jobs," and is 
"needed to keep lights on." An Elsevier R&D Solutions case study says that 
for "helping experts dig deeper and discover more...there’s no better part-
ner." The company markets its oil and gas books as serving the “increased 
need to locate unconventional resources,” covering “full development cycle 
of unconventional resources, from exploration through production.” At the 
Offshore Technology Conference, Elsevier promotes new books addressing 
"the increased need to locate unconventional resources such as heavy oil 
and shale" and other "examples of how Elsevier is enabling science to drive 
innovation." RELX's PAC continues to support climate-denial politicians in 
U.S. elections. An Elsevier website dismisses climate advocates as "want[ing] 
us to leave all fossil fuels in the ground." It continues: "Will fracked gas cause 
climate change? Sure it will...[but] by bringing jobs and other benefits, why 
not frack for gas?"

2017
RELX launches the SDG Resource Centre, supporting "efforts to advance 
this vital global agenda." Elsevier amplifies a "call for removing fossil fuels & 
petrol products from chemical production" and promotes a resource that 
acknowledges “expanding [energy] supply with fossil fuel-based energy 
sources could endanger the delivery of [SDG] Goal 13 [Climate Action].” Else-
vier observes the U.S. "Exit from the Paris Agreement Disregards Science and 
Endangers Global Environment." As it promotes its contributions "to keeping 
global average climate warming to below two degrees Celsius," RELX is listed 
in the Global 100 Most Sustainable Corporations. RELX signs the We Are 
Still In Declaration, aiming to “continue to support climate action to meet 
the Paris Agreement [...and] remain actively engaged with the international 
community as part of the global effort to hold warming to well below 2°C 
and to accelerate the transition to a clean energy economy.”

2017
LexisNexis observes the birthday of oil tycoon J. Paul Getty and repeatedly 
promotes "helpful" advice in an article that calls for oil and gas to push back 
on “the ‘no more fossil fuels’ movement” by using fear-based messaging—
holding that the real story of the Dakota Access Pipeline was the “polluting 
encampment” of people protesting “the safest pipeline to be designed 
in history.” As Elsevier demeans protesters as having "no fracking clue," it 
highlights a new Alaska oil boom, fueled by new discoveries, innovations 
in drilling, seismic imaging and data processing, and Trump's promotion 
of oil and gas expansion; the article emphasizes that a modern military is 
inconceivable without oil, with the website offering readers a free chapter 
on “Exploration Techniques” from Shale Gas: Exploration and Environmental 
and Economic Impacts. Other company publications promote hydrocarbon 
exploration, reservoir analysis, and identifying sweet-spots, as Elsevier col-
laborates with the Bureau of Economic Geology to help "oil and gas compa-

LexisNexis promotes the idea that oil and gas 
should "learn from Trump" by using fear-based 
messaging to fight climate activists. (2017)
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nies uncover insights potentially leading to the discovery of economically 
viable hydrocarbons.” As "exploration continues for new sources of oil and 
natural gas," and with U.S. President Trump expected to issue an executive 
order to promote oil and gas E&P in the Arctic and Atlantic, Elsevier empha-
sizes that "shale oil and gas can be produced sustainably." A RELX mining 
expo frames a partner's new coal project as a boost for jobs. Elsevier’s R&D 
Solutions portfolio of tools "integrate data, analytics and technology capa-
bilities to help oil & gas businesses reduce E&P costs and boost operational 
efficiency." (R&D Solutions for Oil and Gas PDF) Elsevier promotes services 
that enable companies “to find new oil and gas discoveries with increasingly 
greater precision and confidence.” Regarding "negative impact on costumer 
use of its products and services," investors are informed "it was quite diffi-
cult to measure how [its] customers behaved... RELX focused its efforts [on 
its own activities] rather than trying to measure what exactly the customers 
did with the products, which was quite difficult." (RELX AGM).

2018 
A RELX (LexisNexis) publication observes that "misleading investors on 
climate change-related risks poses serious legal risks to companies and their 
directors."

With it estimated that there's only 10 more years of emissions in the carbon 
budget at the current rate and the "main obstacle to compliance with any 
reasonable warming target [being] the abundance of fossil fuels," scientists 
call for a fossil fuel non-proliferation treaty to keep warming below 1.5°C. 
RELX reports its A rating in CDP's Climate Change programme, as Elsevier 
markets a research paper, noting that "#FossilFuel extraction is linked to 
significant abuse of human rights across the globe."

2018
While publishing materials that enhance oil and gas exploration and ex-
traction, Elsevier amplifies a call for the UK to “substantially" increase oil 
drilling through technology and collaboration. Elsevier collaborates with the 
American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) to improve productiv-
ity for global oil and gas exploration teams. Elsevier adds content from the 
Indonesian Petroleum Association (IPA) to Geofacets "to minimise explo-
ration risk associated with upstream oil and gas research in the region." 
Geofacets offers exploration teams "access to 90 percent of the relevant 
unstructured published data and information used in the industry." As Shell 
faces multiple climate lawsuits pertaining to misalignment with the Paris 
Agreement, Elsevier invites its CEO to the first annual Elsevier Economics 
Lecture, where he promotes Shell as being “in step with society's drive to 
align with the Paris Agreement.” He claims that “in Canada, Shell has shown 
that CCS [carbon capture and storage] works.” Like other CCS projects, that 
project would emit far more CO2 than it captures. A RELX energy expo helps 
mislead stakeholders into believing that Shell is "transforming." Elsevier 
joins ExxonMobil, TotalEnergies, Saudi Aramco and others in sponsoring 
Geo2018, a Middle East geosciences conference and exhibition. LexisNexis 
seeks to "thwart threats and conquer the legal challenges involved with the 
exploration, production and sale of energy," with resources pertaining to 
hydrocarbon exploration and hydraulic fracturing.

Shell's CEO at a 2018 Elsevier event: "Our goals 
should also be attainable, with enough ambition 
to keep global warming below 2 degrees Celsius." 
At the time Shell was already facing lawsuits for 
being misaligned with that goal.
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2019
A RELX report provided to shareholders and the US government boasts that 
RELX is benefitting from "the increasingly rigorous and objective ways in 
which [ESG] is being measured, monitored and indexed. In 2019 RELX was 
ranked second in the S&P Global 1200 for ESG performance by CSRHub, and 
sixth in the newly launched Responsibility 100 index of FTSE 100 companies 
measured against the United Nations 17 Sustainable Development Goals. In 
2019 RELX retained its AAA ESG rating with MSCI for the fourth consecutive 
year, and in January 2020 a Sustainalytics ESG report put RELX in the top 
one percent of over 12,000 companies covered." RELX promotes its status on 
CDP's A List of companies providing leadership on "environmental transpar-
ency and performance on climate change." RELX leadership touts its rep-
utation as a good investment for ESG and sustainability-minded investors. 
Green Century Funds reports to its shareholders and the U.S. government on 
its family of mutual funds for "responsible investors [who] do not want to 
support the most environmentally reckless industries on the planet,” giving 
investors “the peace of mind to know that they’re only supporting corporate 
leaders in the effort to address the climate crisis.” Its MSCI International 
Index Fund holds over 34,000 shares of RELX stock.

The Production Gap report indicates the world is "on track to produce far 
more fossil fuels in 2030 than would be compatible with a 2°C pathway." 
Elsevier notes that "fossil fuels increasingly offer a poor return on energy 
investment," promotes the fact that "health is a basic human right," and 
that climate change is a threat to this right. Elsevier sponsors a conference 
focusing on "pressing topics in climate justice advocacy." The conference 
Chair and Director of the Centre for Climate Justice observes that "we can-
not place our faith in future technologies to fix this problem." RELX states 
that “we believe the Paris Climate Agreement is our best hope for avoiding 
dangerous climate change…We support global efforts to mitigate climate 
change through the rapid reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.” (RELX 
Climate Change Statement). A new RELX policy says it's “committed to the 
protection of the environment, through the prevention of pollution [and 
to] minimising its contribution to climate change, in line with the scale of 
action deemed necessary by science.” (RELX Global Environment Policy)

2019 
Elsevier promotes its content on ScienceDirect as being able to “help 
researchers and engineers drill further.” Elsevier markets one of its publica-
tions as a “go-to source” for oil and gas professionals, helping them “to drive 
the oil and gas market into deeper drilling depths.” Elsevier explains that it 
"enables entire exploration and development teams to gain a deeper under-
standing of petroleum systems and reservoir properties" (Elsevier Oil and 
Gas PDF) and it "helps oil and gas companies prioritize opportunities" (Jour-
nals List) and "increase productivity." (Oil and gas going green white paper) 
RELX sponsors an award given to LyondellBasell CEO Bob Pattel, described 
as “at the forefront of the global chemical industry’s flagship initiative to 
solve the problem of plastic waste in our environment” and a leader in the 
Alliance to End Plastic Waste; LyondellBasell actually “fights restrictions on 
plastic” and faces accusations of “greenwashing” that would prove correct. 

Carbon Tracker diagram (2019).

RELX promotes its leadership in environmental 
transparency and performance on climate change.

LexisNexis markets a product that serves the 
financing of new hydrocarbon exploration and 
development projects around the world.
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As RELX promotes oil majors as going "green," LexisNexis markets its guid-
ance on transactions for new oil, gas, and coal projects, and promotes its 
guidance on constructing new natural gas facilities and/or pipeline infra-
structure projects.

2020 
The RELX SDG Resource Center platform, advocating "for better action to 
reach these goals,” promotes an article that states “banning new oil, coal, 
and natural gas projects” is one of "the most effective ways to stop future 
greenhouse gas emissions." The article cites the need for the largest oil 
majors to cut the amount of oil and gas they produce every day by 35% to 
meet the 1.5°C goal. With climate "the most critical problem facing humani-
ty," the UNGC's principles are a "moral compass" for the company. RELX signs 
a letter calling on the UK government to ensure pandemic recovery uses 
the SDGs to inform actions putting "the health and wellbeing of current and 
future generations first."

RELX’s Corporate Responsibility Head says the SDG’s are an opportunity to 
“ingratiate yourself with the investors and analysts who are prioritizing ESG 
and a link to the SDGs…that is something that investors will be looking at.” 
The S&P Dow Jones Indices adds RELX to its preeminent Dow Jones Sustain-
ability Indices. RELX is the 3rd largest holding of Bernstein’s ResponsibleUS 
Equities (ReUSE), a “climate-conscious” investment portfolio that "selects 
companies committed to reducing the impact of fossil fuels” and “whose 
business models enable a lower-carbon future.” Wealthify Ltd. includes RELX 
in its Ethical Investment Plans, with the observations that “RELX provides 
the insight and knowledge that drives humanity forward in a responsible 
and sustainable way” and that, according to its Global Head of Corporate 
Responsibility, it acts “with the highest ethical standards.”  

The United Nations explicitly states that “implementation of the [Paris] 
Agreement is essential for the achievement of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.” RELX promotes it’s “setting a science-based target in line with 
a 1.5° future” and doing its part “to meet the Paris Agreement.” Committed 
to backing "the global intention to limit climate change to well below 2°C," 
RELX states it will “implement science-based targets on climate and drive 
actions that are consistent with a 1.5-degree pathway to achieve net-zero.” 
(Climate Pact)

At an Elsevier-wide Town Hall, an employee observes that the Company 
claims it's "ensuring that no function is conflicting with company sustain-
ability commitments and objectives" and asks if the "REPAC political action 
is being audited and reformed to ensure alignment with the UNGC initiative, 
the SDG's, and other RELX commitments." The answer, given by Elsevier's 
Managing Director of STM Journals (and an internal climate board member) 
is no.

2020 
An Elsevier fossil fuel E&P webinar explains that the company is good at 
helping partners and customers "find things that weren’t found before." 

"We should be building more [coal 
plants]...We should be expanding 
exploration for oil and gas."

Senator Tom Cotton, United States
Financially supported by RELX's Political Ac-
tion Committee (REPAC)

The Editor-in-Chief of the Lancet condemns his 
employer's support for climate skeptic U.S. politi-
cians: "I can’t defend it.” RELX's PAC would go on to 
financially back the re-election of Donald Trump, 
who'd vowed to hydrocarbon production.
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An Elsevier presentation covers the use Geofacets to address challenges in 
hydrocarbon exploration. Elsevier promotes a partnership with BHP that 
enables it to rapidly respond to new E&P opportunities. LexisNexis provides 
practical guidance for those engaged in oil and gas E&P. One division (ICIS) 
sponsors an award given to Saudi Aramco's CEO, who expresses his hope 
for a post-COVID recovery in oil exploration and development investment. 
RELX's PAC supports Mitch McConnell, Roy Blunt, James Lankford, Steve 
Daines, Marsha Blackburn, Tom Cotton, and other U.S. politicians who block 
climate action, with some denying that global warming exists. Fielding 
internal concerns about RELX's support for such politicians, REPAC represen-
tatives decline to speak to questions of company policy compliance, instead 
focusing on positive aspects of the company, such as a matching donation 
program and allowing employees to use 2 paid days per year to volunteer. 
Regarding ICE contracts, the ACLU observes RELX is negligent of its human 
rights obligations. Activity such as the above remains absent from annual 
RELX Corporate Responsibility reports.

The same year Shell spends $10 million lobbying against low carbon trans-
portation, a RELX expo features Shell as its "low carbon transport sponsor." 
Elsevier claims "Oil & Gas customers are gaining increasing value from Sci-
enceDirect, with unlimited access to an ever-expanding library of interdis-
ciplinary content across a wide range of subject areas." Elsevier's Managing 
Director of Journals—responding to internal concerns about the Company 
"speeding the expansion of new oil and gas exploration"—declares that "with 
our Elsevier program management around Climate we hope to exceed the 
Paris Agreement goals – including our tier 3 emissions. Think of major con-
tributing factors such as paper and travel – if the rest of the world does that 
too, we make a real impact."

2021 
The IPCC and IEA conclude new fossil fuel developments are incompatible 
with global net zero and Paris 1.5°C warming goals.

The UN Human Rights Council adopts resolution 48/13, recognizing “the 
human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment.” The Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights states that 
the "climate change directly and indirectly interferes with the enjoyment of 
all human rights," and that it's the duty of businesses, under the UNGP, to 
discontinue "activities with potentially adverse climate change-related hu-
man rights impacts." RELX signs a letter indicating support for the idea that 
"corporate responsibility for human rights and the environment is a duty 
and not a voluntary matter."

RX makes a Net Zero Carbon Events pledge, assuring its exhibitions will 
be "in line with the Paris Agreement’s requirement to reduce global GHG 
emissions by 50% by 2030." Elsevier joins the Climate Change Knowledge 
Cooperative and, as a member of the Publishers Association, Elsevier signs 
the “Publishing Declares” pledge to “join the global climate effort to limit 
warming to 1.5°C,” “safeguard our planet for future generations,” and “drive 
positive climate action wherever [it] can.” Signatories set 1.5°C as “the 

Elsevier promotes a project of Equinor, Shell and To-
tal as being "vital to reach the global climate goals 
of the Paris Agreement." CCS is "magical thinking" 
promoted by the industry to justify fossil fuel ex-
pansion and the project's reality is that "the carbon 
injected would amount to less than one tenth of 1 
percent of Europe’s annual CO₂ emissions from fossil 
fuels in 2021."

https://www.facebook.com/ElsevierAfrica/videos/2728908617207473/
https://x.com/ElsevierConnect/status/1294227342576017410
https://www.blankrome.com/sites/default/files/2020-07/oil_and_gas_exploration_and_production_agreements.pdf
https://thechemistsclub.org/the_chemists_club_kavaler_awa.php
https://www.opensecrets.org/political-action-committees-pacs/relx-inc/C00345793/candidate-recipients/2020
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/aclu-calls-on-tech-companies-to-end-their-alliance-with-ice-and-cbp
https://www.relx.com/corporate-responsibility/engaging-others/policies-and-downloads#undefined
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/19/big-oil-climate-crisis-lobby-group-api
https://x.com/AllEnergy/status/1235971438433185807
https://web.archive.org/web/20200825010345/https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/907549/SD_Fact-Sheeet_Oil-and-Gas_WEB.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/may/18/no-new-investment-in-fossil-fuels-demands-top-energy-economist
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G21/289/50/PDF/G2128950.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/ClimateChange/materials/KMBusiness.pdf
https://media.business-humanrights.org/media/documents/Business_Statement_Engagement_MHREDD_finalv4_1011.pdf
https://www.netzerocarbonevents.org/the-pledge/
https://blog.growkudos.com/news/climate-change-knowledge-cooperative-new-sponsors
https://www.publishers.org.uk/publishing-industry-makes-sustainability-pledge/
https://publishingdeclares.com/home?_ga=2.138269107.2098150581.1731467795-1891397466.1731467795
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mad.273754/gov.uscourts.mad.273754.1.2_1.pdf
https://www.ciel.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Deep-Trouble-The-Risks-of-Offshore-Carbon-Capture-and-Storage.pdf
https://x.com/EngineeringRnD/status/1270718159260012544
https://www.blankrome.com/sites/default/files/2020-07/oil_and_gas_exploration_and_production_agreements.pdf


maximum global warming level [it] will contribute to achieving.” Elsevier's 
Senior Vice President and Academic Ambassador states that one of the best 
ways it can contribute to climate action is "through what we publish." RELX's 
Head of Corporate Responsibility stresses the need to "address some of 
the most critical challenges of our time, including climate change," compa-
ny adherence to the UNGC environmental & human rights principles, and 
promotes the need "to wean ourselves off fossil fuel.” RELX markets a book 
chapter that calls for “the urgent need to replace fossil fuels,” highlights 
an article that concludes "the fossil fuel industry is...undermin[ing] climate 
litigation, regulation, and activism," promotes another that finds oil major 
leaders are incentivized to undermine climate action, and amplifies another 
that indicates, “to keep global warming well-below 2°C, fossil fuels need to 
dramatically decline.” Elsevier promotes a research paper that reveals how 
oil firm CEO pay incentivises them to undermine climate action. The key-
note speaker at RELX's SDG Inspiration Day declares that "fossil fuels are the 
greatest contributor to climate change. Allowing the continued expansion 
of the industry is unconscionable." Over 200 health journals, including The 
Lancet, declare missing the 1.5°C target risks "catastrophic harm to health 
that will be impossible to reverse" and call for fossil fuel divestment.

RELX’s founding head of ESG promotes it as being “about data that makes 
a difference” and “using [its] products and services to advocate for climate 
action." Claiming that it's "one of the most sustainable businesses in the 
world," RELX achieves Morningstar's lowest ESG risk rating of its top-yielding 
assets and reports its positive ESG ratings to the U.S. government. An Eiris 
Foundation guide for “funds that are exclusively available to charity inves-
tors” who seek “outcomes such as the Sustainable Development Goals” and 
investment decisions that “promote public benefit” features RELX as a top 
10 holding in 11 funds. This includes 2 funds provided by RELX’s largest insti-
tutional shareholder, BlackRock. 8 of the 11 funds seek to avoid environmen-
tal and human rights infringements, including Epworth Climate Stewardship 
Fund for Charities, which screens against “all companies that extract or 
refine fossil fuels, [and] those companies that have a material involvement 
in supplying them with goods or services.” Two of these funds are offered 
to church trusts and “grounded in the advice produced by the Church of 
England’s Ethical Investment Advisory Group.” This group prioritizes “invest-
ing for a renewed and sustainable world” with investments that “reflect the 
Church's teaching and values on a range of issues, including climate change, 
human rights, responsible technology and extractive industries.” The former 
chief officer for sustainable investing at BlackRock—RELX's largest share-
holder—observes that ESG is “marketing gobbledygook” that “is actively 
misleading people” and creating a “dangerous distraction” from regulation 
that would fit the scale of problems such as climate change.

A LexisNexis Practical Guidance publication observes that "the IEA [net 
zero roadmap] needs no new investments in coal, oil or gas supply beyond 
projects already committed to as of this year…Companies that use old IEA 
scenarios without addressing this...run the risk of being seen as outdated by 
their investors and potentially by regulators as well…More than one compa-
ny is likely to get caught having a litigation or lobbying strategy that clearly 

2021: Muhammad Yunus, a Nobel Laureate firm-
ly opposed to fossil fuel expansion, is a Keynote 
Speaker at RELX's SDG Inspiration Day.

https://velocityofcontentpodcast.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/PublishingAndClimateTranscript.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEoPEHqANbU
https://www.facebook.com/tetranoodletech/videos/2969618209990740/
https://sdgresources.relx.com/book-chapters/climate-change-third-edition-chapter-1-global-warming-complex-situation
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https://eirisfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Charity-Pooled-Funds-Report.pdf
https://www.ccla.co.uk/funds/cbf-church-england-global-equity-fund
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conflicts with its public ESG disclosures." A group of employees submit near-
ly 20 question to RELX's REPAC through Human Resources; some questions 
address how its lobbying approach contradicts the Company's stated poli-
cies and values given its support for politicians obstructing climate action. In 
a subsequent meeting, PAC board members decline to answer any of these 
questions and instead focus on recruiting new PAC members and donations 
from those who are in attendance.

As noted in a subsequent legal filing, an April 2021 employee ethics com-
plaint and accompanying report (Exhibit A) observes, despite its statements 
and policies, the company is engaged in facilitating a massive increase in 
fossil fuels, sometimes in collaboration with companies accused of various 
environmental and human rights crimes. The company is informed that 
avoiding the harms associated with 1.5°C overshoot requires "ceasing in-
vestments in new fields, stopping production of new reserves, and starting 
the phase-out of some existing production," but that Elsevier is a driver for 
accelerating discoveries and exploration prospects. RELX fails to provide the 
reporter with a knowledgeable and independent investigator per Company 
guidelines and on July 14 the Managing Director and Senior Vice President 
of Cell Press and The Lancet introduces a previously unenforced communi-
cations restriction on the reporting employee; it prohibits the sharing of El-
sevier's fossil fuel industry marketing materials, as well as paywalled climate 
and fossil fuel papers, without the permission of the Managing Director and 
RELX's Global Head of Corporate Responsibility Márcia Balisciano. Various 
marketing materials are subsequently removed and websites altered. The 
subsequent legal filing notes RELX's ethics investigation was a "sham" and 
the manager's action "a disguised threat." A Cell Press editor-in-chief would 
call it "intimidation."

In several meetings with RELX Corporate Responsibility, employees express 
disappointment in the deflective nature of the discourse and repeat the 
desire to see RELX remove its deceptive claims. 

The editor-in-chief of The Lancet steps down from Elsevier's "internal cli-
mate board," later calling it "a corporate greenwashing initiative," and add-
ing: "I still don’t see how RELX can claim to be a supporter of climate action 
while engaging financially and politically with anti-science advocates.” (2022 
report) Corporate Responsibility representatives provide "no clarity about 
how much larger the projected loss of life would need to be in order for 
RELX to cease activities with negative impacts"

After a series of employee meetings, a new report is drafted that again 
includes input from and a sustainability journal editor. The group of em-
ployees report to the company that it's acting contrary to its environmental 
and human rights claims and commitments. Including editors at premium 
journals, the employees note the company can't serve the interests of fossil 
fuel majors while also claiming to be responding to the climate emergency 
"at the scale deemed necessary by science." They also point to UNGP guide-
lines, which include the need to discontinue “activities with potentially 
adverse climate change-related human rights impacts." (Exhibit B) Despite 

Examples of marketing materials removed from 
circulation following a 2021 ethics complaint. 

"You have assessed many RELX  
business activities that work  
against our climate pledge."

VP of Elsevier's Internal Climate Sustainability 
Program, included in a 2022 employee report.

https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mad.273754/gov.uscourts.mad.273754.25.0.pdf
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/public/desktop/document/LyallvElsevierIncetalDocketNo124cv12022DMassAug062024CourtDocket?doc_id=XM9I11IUDL9K5BTMAIM5M9MI6D
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https://drive.proton.me/urls/550G8G3E70#DKbuiebb0qKa
https://www.climaterightscoalition.com/advocacy
https://elsevierinfo.design.webflow.com/pledges-and-statements
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/ClimateChange/materials/KMBusiness.pdf
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https://www.bloomberglaw.com/public/desktop/document/LyallvElsevierIncetalDocketNo124cv12022DMassAug062024CourtDocket?doc_id=XM9I11IUDL9K5BTMAIM5M9MI6D


highlighting “lethal ramifications for hundreds of millions of people just this 
century,” the company does not find there to be any violations of company 
policies. No Company messaging—including promotion of the oil industry 
as 'going green' and 'transitioning'—is determined to be false or misleading. 
Leaders are asked to provide evidence as to how global fossil fuel expansion 
could still be compatible with the language of its climate and human rights 
commitments or a 1.5°C warming target; to substantiate the claim made to 
employees that the industry Elsevier serves is "heavily motivated" to make a 
transition; to indicate which publics were consulted regarding engagement 
in the business activities in question; to share what the company considers 
to be prohibited under its climate and human rights commitments; and to 
share how large the projected loss of life would need to be for the company 
to consider the business activities in question antithetical to its commit-
ments.

10 business, climate, and human rights questions are submitted to Cell 
Press' Senior Management Team in the report. These include asking if "the 
company [is] adequately providing information to investors and the general 
public that is sufficient to accurately evaluate our involvement in climate 
change-related human rights harms," as well as one seeking clarity on the 
Company's commitment to the OECD non-retaliation guideline to “refrain 
from discriminatory or disciplinary action against workers who make bona 
fide reports to management or, as appropriate, to the competent public 
authorities, on practices that contravene [our] policies.” Company managers 
are unwilling to answer any of the questions or act on the request for RELX 
to end deceptive messaging and to provide employees with a timeline for 
when the company will end its dangerous support for fossil fuel expansion. 
An Elsevier sustainability leader is "disappointed to see this report didn’t 
accurately reflect the progress and steps undertaken at an Elsevier level over 
the past 12 months. This includes our recent signing of the Climate Pledge, 
work done to transparently report on carbon emissions and our significant 
reduction of business travel targets.” Both she and RELX Compliance are 
unable or unwilling to disclose what RELX's Ethics Code actually prohibits. 
(Spring 2022 report)

In a RELX podcast "about the energy transition required to meet the Paris 
Agreement," RELX’s Head of Corporate Responsibility promotes CCS (“Oil and 
gas is still - the world is too reliant upon [it] but will decrease with time, it 
needs to be accelerated. So there will be a need for CCS.”) and asserts that 
oil production “helps with the economic development” in Africa. Guest 
Trevor Letcher pushes back on her points: “We don’t really need much CCS...
we don’t actually need it for oil and gas powered power stations because 
they should be stopped…keep the oil in the ground. I’m sorry, but I get the 
feeling that CCS is being supported strongly by the oil companies because 
they want to be kept in business. CCS is a great thing. It’s difficult to do…the 
whole thing is fraught with difficulty and the less CCS we have the better. We 
must have it for things like cement factories. Getting back to your com-
ments on Africa…I’m sorry, but I still feel that even in Nigeria they should be 
focusing on new forms of energy, and that is solar and wind. The oil should 
stay in the ground, I’m sorry…I hope I’ve helped you on the Africa situation.” 

September 2021: Employees report RELX is "unfazed 
by the prospect of the world pushing well beyond 
the 1.5°C target." The company promotes its LEAD 
status in an initiative that supports a 'precaution-
ary approach' to environmental challenge and 
holds a minimum requirement that companies 
perform human rights due diligence.

https://www.lexisnexis.com/community/insights/legal/b/practical-guidance/posts/multinational-energy-is-the-future?srsltid=AfmBOoqssgVchPv6oZ8dglMuvpxyfgbYCXzwXAilHYYvi3bOLXkGfhfR
https://drive.proton.me/urls/550G8G3E70#DKbuiebb0qKa
https://sdgresources.relx.com/podcasts/cop26-interview-prof-trevor-letcher-prof-carolina-arlota-prof-hirdan-costa
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/public/desktop/document/LyallvElsevierIncetalDocketNo124cv12022DMassAug062024CourtDocket?doc_id=XM9I11IUDL9K5BTMAIM5M9MI6D
https://x.com/RELXHQ/status/1439936147870916609


Dr. Letcher goes on to promote degrowth as the only thing that will save us: 
“It is the most challenging task that humanity has ever faced, to try and stop 
sending CO2 into the air. And I’m afraid the oil companies must realize they 
are to blame...Keep the oil in the ground. The trouble is the oil companies 
are so big that their lobby is enormous. They would get all sorts of people 
on their side to keep their business going.”

2021 
A RELX website falsely claims "momentum has swung decisively in the 
favour of embracing sustainability in the hearts and minds of O&G decision 
makers at the highest levels" and promotes the "sustainability and decar-
bonisation" efforts of its petrochemical partners and customers. The RELX 
Board reports that it has also taken "strong climate action" in 2021, but 
somehow it "has found climate change has no material impact on RELX’s 
business in the short term and will be unlikely to have a significant impact 
in the medium and longer term."

An inquiry is fielded by RELX Compliance and a sustainability leader: "It's 
hard to understand how the Ethics Code and Doing the R.I.G.H.T. Thing [prin-
ciples] allow for the company to align its business objectives with those of 
the fossil fuel industry, whose plans for this decade will make the Paris goals 
and SDGs unattainable. Our business activity in R&D, publishing, exhibitions 
etc. that aims to have that industry exceed its current production goals 
is clearly at odds with our public statements about aligning with the Paris 
Agreement. If this activity contrasted with our statements doesn't violate 
the Ethics Code, as the company claims, then what does?" They remain 
unwilling to clarify what types of false and misleading claims are actually 
prohibited by RELX. Human Resources and a Cell Press Senior Manager deny 
a request to disclose Elsevier's fossil fuel activity to prospective employees 
in a job post, partially under the premise that there isn't consensus that new 
fossil fuel projects are objectionable. (2022 report) A sustainability journal 
editor is "not surprised" but finds the reasons "very poor." 

2022
As observed in a 2025 legal filing, "slides from a January 2022 meeting [are 
shared] with all Cell Press employees in the hopes of creating more open 
and honest discussions about Elsevier and RELX’s policies with respect to 
climate-related human rights impacts...[the slides] highlight the discrepancy 
in Elsevier and RELX’s policies and statements and their business practices, 
including partnering with companies that violate environmental and hu-
man rights, financially supporting politicians who deny climate change, and 
products and services that accelerate the discovery of oil and gas." The deck 
(Exhibit C) observes the false assertion of company internal climate board 
members that Elsevier's fossil fuel industry customers are credibly transi-
tioning.

2022 
The company publicly declares it is "not prepared to draw a line between 
the transition away from fossil fuels and the expansion of oil and gas," 
activity that "drags us towards disaster." Addressing Cell Press employees, 

October 2021: A podcast guest reminds RELX 
that new oil and gas power stations need to be 
stopped, pushes back on the idea that fossil fuel 
development is needed in Africa, and criticizes 
CCS as a business scheme of oil majors.

Elsevier promotes an article that champions 
the merits of AI and Machine Learning for 
"profitable strategies" to "greatly boost the 
exploration of oil." Come 2025, RELX would claim 
such technologies are serving the industry's 
'transition.'

"There’ll always be laggards…those 
that are engaging in activities,  
maybe, without thinking about the 
full impact of what they’re doing."

Márcia Balisciano, RELX Head of Corporate 
Responsibility (TetraNoodle Podcast, 2021)
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management dismisses these concerns: “Some of you may have seen the 
Guardian article. Some of our colleagues kind of are concerned about our 
activities around oil and gas. Um, I do think within STMJ we can, um, take, 
it’s not, I mean, it’s not that we, you know, I think that also our oil and gas 
journals serve a purpose. Um, we cannot, kind of, do without fossil, um, fuel, 
um, you know, uh, right now, there [are] not alternatives. But we can play a 
role I think at STMJ to be more proactive on those journals. And not just, I 
mean, on the broader energy titles, for example, how do we see that? How 
do we see that in terms of aims and scope that need to evolve overtime, the 
composition of editorial boards, etc. So, I do think from that perspective 
there’s a role to play. Um, and I also encourage you to come up with oth-
er ideas. But we have to play a proactive role.” (2022 report) Management 
is subsequently asked about issuing a correction to employees given "the 
regrettable framing of the need to act on the scientific consensus (halting 
new fossil fuel projects) as being a call to end the use of fossil fuels," but no 
known correction is ever issued.

Following the Guardian article, a letter is sent to all external editors, assuring 
them of the Company's "profound, science-led and comprehensive commit-
ment" to addressing global heating. The letter emphasizes Elsevier only has 
a "small number" of journals "covering fossil fuel related topics" and that 
"fossil fuels will be in the mix for several decades to come." This sidesteps 
the fact that the vast new fossil fuel expansion projects being informed 
across many Elsevier journals and other RELX products have no place in any 
science-led just transition.  

2022
An Elsevier advocacy group report submitted to leadership titled 'Fueling 
the Crisis: Defensive Stigma Management Techniques at Elsevier and RELX' 
contains the following abstract: "This report examines the response of Else-
vier and RELX to internal advocacy conducted by employees regarding the 
Company’s failures to adhere to its environmental policies and pledges. As 
a large MNE (multi-national enterprise) with business goals that include 
the generation of significant production gains for the fossil fuel industry, 
RELX publishes research that indicates these fossil fuel aims are entirely 
incompatible with the Company’s climate goals. Research also indicates 
the voluntary policies, initiatives, and communications strategies that RELX 
has embraced are widely utilized by large MNE’s as tools for impression 
management of stakeholders that enable companies to conceal substantial 
negative impacts and resist reforms or changes to their operations that 
would hinder revenue generation. While Company performance of CSR 
(corporate social responsibility) includes ethics guidelines that prohibit false 
and misleading statements, the Company has neglected to directly address 
employee concerns about use of deceptive policies and communications 
that include the amplification of fossil fuel industry misinformation. The 
misleading of stakeholders generates a false consciousness regarding CSR, 
the Company’s attitude towards the climate emergency, and the capacity of 
it and other large MNE’s, due to their legal-economic structures, to refrain 
from business activities that are fueling the environmental crisis that is 
presently unfolding."

Elsevier R&D promotes the perspective of a former 
Shell employee, that “with modern CO2 capture 
technologies, virtually all the CO2 produced in the 
hydrogen plant can be mitigated and, therefore, 
blue hydrogen can play a key role in the transi-
tion to a carbon neutral society.” RELX (ICIS) also 
promotes it as a "renewable energy." The reality 
is that ‘blue’ hydrogen may be "worse than gas 
or coal…The best hydrogen…can be that path to a 
sustainable future. Blue hydrogen is totally differ-
ent." An Elsevier paper notes there's "significant 
risk" it will "lock society into ongoing greenhouse 
gas emissions."

Above: The company reveals it won't end support 
for fossil fuel expansion. Below: An Elsevier leader 
promotes a company tree planting event made 
possible through employee donations. (February 
2022)

https://www.climaterightscoalition.com/questions
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/2ardb8qwut3otr7hv244n/US_DIS_MAD_1_24cv12022_d1645245e1674_-5_Exhibit_E.pdf?rlkey=lgektcj3wuf342vvo4cznzy25&st=32cumo08&dl=0
https://www.labnews.co.uk/article/2031644/renewable-energys-hybrid-fuel-blue-hydrogen-can-help-protect-the-climate
https://www.icis.com/subscriber/icb/2021/03/12/10616332/big-oil-s-hydrogen-solution/#_=_
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2021/08/touted-clean-blue-hydrogen-may-be-worse-gas-or-coal
https://www.cell.com/one-earth/fulltext/S2590-3322(21)00604-7
https://www.cell.com/one-earth/fulltext/S2590-3322(21)00604-7
https://x.com/rachelcmartin/status/1496147269237755908
https://x.com/EngineeringRnD/status/1468531804265197576
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/feb/24/elsevier-publishing-climate-science-fossil-fuels
https://x.com/rachelcmartin/status/1496147269237755908


The report covers the "use of misleading CSR (corporate social responsibil-
ity) tools at RELX" that reflect "observations in the literature on systemic 
greenwashing practices at large MNEs and the ineffectiveness of volun-
tary corporate initiatives in stimulating corrective changes to corporate 
misbehavior...the Company supports a business-as-usual approach that 
involves accelerating fossil fuel extraction, supplemented by a growth in 
renewables. This path does not constitute an energy transition that Elsevi-
er’s CEO has described as 'mission critical'...Serving the current aims of [the 
fossil fuel] industry inhibits RELX’s ability to sound the alarm about what 
these companies are doing, and how RELX’s business with them will have 
increasingly severe ramifications for the health of society and the planet. 
Despite the Company’s commitment to achieving business goals 'in an open, 
honest, ethical, and principled way,' leadership has been unwilling to openly 
confront the reality that the fossil fuel activity RELX is engaged in cannot 
realistically be a part of a world that stays below 1.5°C warming or acknowl-
edge that environmental policies that permit the Company to participate 
in ecocide are fundamentally misleading. The inability of CEOs and other 
leaders across RELX to comply with both environmental policies and ethics 
guidelines underscores observations in the literature regarding the mislead-
ing nature of symbolic CSR tools and their ineffectiveness in bringing about 
the transformational changes that such MNEs claim to be striving for, but 
that commercial considerations compel them to resist."

The report observes that "Employees at RELX have been told they 'own' 
corporate responsibility, but it’s unlikely they can effectively do so while 
being subjected to impression management practices that are consistent 
with what the literature defines as greenwashing...With policies and codes 
that are neither clear nor operational, there’s a need to go beyond the care-
fully cultivated corporate image and engage with actual corporate practices, 
considering their impacts on the lives of people." The report also expresses 
the concern that the company's focus on information suppression follow-
ing an ethics complaint is "a response to greenwashing concerns that an 
editor-in-chief at an Elsevier journal described as 'intimidation.'"

Following this report, Richard Horton finds it "more than disappointing that 
the tone of the replies [from Elsevier leaders, including Elsevier's CEO] was 
so defensive," finding it "perfectly reasonable" for employees to be "filling an 
information gap and identifying word-deed misalignments." Management 
urges employee advocates to "disengage from the [advocacy] group...un-
dermining the voluntary participation and collaboration of employees who 
stood up to advocate for the global environmental crises." 

A Senior Human Resources officer is informed that management techniques 
"are being used to deflect attention away from [RELX] word-deed misalign-
ment" and that "misleading messaging found in our policies, pledges, and 
other statements have been ruled to be compliant with the ethics code." HR 
is informed that RELX "having business goals that the science indicates will 
lead to an unlivable planet, while misleading stakeholders about this, can’t 
mean that we’re successfully incorporating ethics into all our actions...the 
company’s interpretation of words in our policies like 'harm', 'serious', 'ig-
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noring', 'precautionary', and 'misleading' simply run counter to the popularly 
understood definitions of those terms...the company appears to be making 
use of an inconsistent moral framework that’s different from what’s being 
communicated." The request is made to understand the proper ways to ed-
ucate stakeholders regarding "how the company is choosing to qualify and 
define various words, communications, and actions," but HR offers no reply.

Elsevier promotes that the Company "encourage[s] research on all aspects 
of the energy transition," pointing to the journal Fuel as being "linked to the 
SDGs," despite this product serving vast fossil fuel expansion. An Elsevier 
sustainability leader is asked to provide employees with evidence to show 
the company isn't generating "potentially adverse climate change-related 
human rights impacts." In response, employees are assured that the compa-
ny is "ensuring the content, products and data insights we generate help the 
energy transition."

2022 
The same month Richard Horton of The Lancet reports he's been told by 
leaders "that the company is progressively divesting itself from the oil and 
gas industries,” Elsevier joins the OSDU Forum. Founded by oil and gas ma-
jors seeking an open data platform to "enable them all to be more efficient 
and effective in finding oil deposits," OSDU is called a “game changer” built 
“to resolve the problems of accessing complex E&P data." OSDU Forum oil 
majors have business plans antithetical to net zero pathways, warming tar-
gets, and a science-based, just transition. Fellow members such as Aramco, 
BP, Chevron, Equinor, Exxon, Petrobras, and Shell are fighting an energy 
transition, remain severely misaligned with the Paris Agreement, and have 
CCS (carbon capture and storage) projects that increase oil production. One 
partner is lobbying to extend one of its coal mines for over 90 years. These 
businesses are sabotaging all seventeen SDGs, but Elsevier continues to 
claim it's supporting its partners and customers in their "energy transition." 
RELX's UN Global Compact Communication on Progress fails to reveal that 
Elsevier has joined the OSDU Forum.

According to a subsequent legal filing, management calls advocacy efforts 
"disingenuous and further engage[s] in harassing, intimidating, and isolat-
ing" behavior. A One Earth editor in the advocacy group is informed that 
management "continues to make inaccurate claims about the company and 
the science," and that he's "being pointed to as backing up the company’s 
positions." 

On October 13, CEOs across RELX are asked about negligence of UNGP 
commitments to discontinue "activity with adverse climate change-related 
human rights impacts which may be directly linked to our operations, prod-
ucts or services [and] obtain free, prior, and informed consent from poten-
tially impacted people prior to taking actions likely to have climate-related 
human rights impacts.” In response, a leader forbids any sharing of the new 
employee report (Exhibit D).

Management's use of intimidation tactics targeting employee advocates and 

"A corporate greenwashing 
initiative."

Dr. Richard Horton, Editor-in-Chief of The 
Lancet, describing Elsevier's 'internal climate 
board,' from which he resigned in 2021.
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the use of false claims are brought to the attention of RELX Compliance and 
Ethics. Along with concerns about "psychological safety in the workplace," 
including harassment and retaliation, the Ethics Department dismisses the 
concerns "on the false grounds that they had already been addressed."

RELX promotes the idea that "sharing knowledge is a human right, and 
tackling the climate crisis requires the rapid exchange of knowledge across 
geographic, economic, and disciplinary boundaries." Yet WIRED reports that 
"companies like RELX prevent us from seeing critically important infor-
mation that’s supposed to be public...about pressing problems like cli-
mate change and the COVID pandemic. Paywalling factual studies and news 
stories creates an informational void that the public fills with misinforma-
tion, and even conspiracy theories. As journalist Nathan J. Robinson depicts 
the problem caused by companies like RELX, 'the truth is paywalled, but lies 
are free.'" RELX promotes its strong ESG ratings as part of its 'corporate re-
sponsibility' credentials, despite researchers observing that ESG ratings pro-
viders predominantly define ESG as "the impact of environmental and social 
risks on financial performance" and that "ESG ratings have low associations 
with environmental and social outcomes." The Center for Media and Democ-
racy reveals RELX is one of the companies that is "both pursuing ESG princi-
ples and making donations to RAGA," a group of U.S. state attorneys general 
that's "hyper-focused on eroding air and water regulations, promoting fossil 
fuel companies, and using state governments to punish companies that try 
to limit their climate-related risks by divesting from oil, gas, and coal."

Despite LNG projects being as bad as or worse than coal, RELX describes 
LNG as being one of the "building blocks for change" in "decarbonising the 
economy." RELX (LexisNexis) facilitates new lease transactions for E&P com-
panies "rushing to lease acreage and drill additional wells" and informs the 
"worldwide rush to explore for and produce as much oil and natural gas as 
possible." RELX amplifies a Shell leader's observation that the “key barri-
er” to low carbon transitions in mobility is infrastructure, something Shell 
actively lobbies against. RELX also amplifies Shell's call for expanding natural 
gas resources—defined as "clean"—for the purpose of achieving net zero. 
Elsevier is listed, along with Saudi Aramco, Shell, and Chevron, in sponsoring 
the American Association of Petroleum Geologists’ Imperial Barrel Award, 
a subsurface basin evaluation program. RELX (RX) promotes its mining ex-
hibition QME as facilitating increased productivity for Australian coal mine 
operators. RELX (ICIS) sponsors the ICIS CEO of the Year Award, given to Dow 
CEO Jim Fitterling, who's described as “leading the charge on decarbonisa-
tion and sustainability.” Fitterling has denied that plastic is toxic in order to 
stave off regulation and Dow has recently settled allegations of violating the 
U.S. Clean Air Act for excess emissions of harmful air pollution. As it contin-
ues to publish books that serve oil and gas expansion, a RELX (ICIS) online 
publication suggests “changing the emotional perception of fossil fuels” 
to help correct “underinvestment in fossil fuel E&P.”

2022: RELX continues to ignore the warnings of  
scientists and employees about the public  
health implications of fossil fuel expansion.

2022: Employees are pressured to disengage from 
advocacy related to RELX's deceptive claims. Their  
report is blocked from distribution by manage-
ment. 

https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mad.273754/gov.uscourts.mad.273754.25.0.pdf
https://sdgresources.relx.com/special-issues/open-access-week-2022-%E2%80%93-climate-justice-%E2%80%9Copen-climate-justice
https://www.wired.com/story/big-information-relx-privacy-surveillance-data/
https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/reports/annual-reports/relx-2022-annual-report.pdf
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2022/08/24/esg-ratings-a-compass-without-direction/
https://www.exposedbycmd.org/2022/09/06/esg-companies-bankroll-gop-ags-the-very-officials-retaliating-against-their-climate-goals/
https://environmentaldefence.ca/2022/10/26/dont-buy-the-hype-lng-is-bad-for-the-climate/
https://www.icis.com/explore/resources/the-global-energy-transition-impossible-challenge-or-unique-opportunity/?intcmp=sectors-energy-producer_resources-global-energy-transition
https://www.icis.com/explore/resources/the-global-energy-transition-impossible-challenge-or-unique-opportunity/?intcmp=sectors-energy-producer_resources-global-energy-transition
https://web.archive.org/web/20241209170458/https://www.lexisnexis.com/community/insights/legal/b/practical-guidance/posts/let-s-all-get-along?srsltid=AfmBOoq7EG1XI6C2ZA7ObTcRnAbcupljiShivNEwc_wdN1j7OvCntJ4G
https://x.com/AllEnergy/status/1524340785218473986
https://www.newsweek.com/when-asked-stop-lobbyist-efforts-against-electric-vehicles-big-oil-stays-silent-1643644
https://x.com/AllEnergy/status/1524326741044613120
https://web.archive.org/web/20220117001810/https://iba.aapg.org/sponsorship
https://x.com/RXGlobal_/status/1549167350297071616
https://www.icis.com/explore/press-releases/dows-jim-fitterling-receives-2022-icis-ceo-of-the-year-award/
https://environmentaldefence.ca/2021/03/17/canadas-plastic-pollution-crisis-whats-real-vs-what-dow-chemical-says/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/dow-chemical-company-and-two-subsidiaries-will-reduce-harmful-air-pollution-four-us-chemical
https://shop.elsevier.com/books/seismic-imaging-methods-and-applications-for-oil-and-gas-exploration/bashir/978-0-323-91946-3
https://www.icis.com/explore/resources/news/2022/11/30/10831257/gif-comment-european-energy-industry-is-suffering-from-underinvestment-in-fossil-fuel-e-amp-p-but-changing-this-trend-needs-political-will/
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mad.273754/gov.uscourts.mad.273754.1.4_5.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/64c13b149036e32a3059ca17/6655d9aca6e51bb31fa120e2_OSDU-Forum-explainer_v3.pdf


2022 
As a founding member of the UK Health Alliance on Climate Change, flag-
ship journal The Lancet calls for ending the expansion of any new fossil 
fuel infrastructure and production, phasing out existing production fairly, 
and fast-tracking real solutions. Carbon capture and storage is labeled a 
"false solution" that does "little to protect health and introduce[s] new 
risks."

The 2022 RELX annual report, considering a "business as usual" scenar-
io marked by rising sea levels, political instability, and "significant health 
impacts," notes that "sentiment may favour organisations such as RELX 
that have taken action to limit the impact of climate change." It also states, 
"Leadership made the decision to close one hydrocarbon journal and transi-
tion remaining titles with updated aims and scope."

RELX maintains it "carefully vets potential customers...before allowing 
them to access its services" and boasts that the company’s "been recognized 
by the ratings agencies that rank companies based on their environmental, 
social and governance (ESG) performance.” RELX's head of corporate affairs 
“has ensured the company focuses on practical actions rather than rhetor-
ical commitments…The company has installed waterless urinals in its New 
York building as well as sinks with stoppers and automatic taps that flow for 
six seconds rather than the usual 15.”  

Morningstar touts RELX as one of only 13 companies that have its highest 
ESG rating. Impax Asset Management LLC, reports to the U.S. government 
that it’s “building momentum toward a more sustainable future” through 
products including Impax International Sustainable Economy Fund; it has 
a “fossil fuel-free profile" and holds over 400,000 shares of RELX stock. 
RELX is the 5th largest holding for Triodos Investment Management B.V., 
with RELX in the top 10 investments made in 3 of its funds in 2022. These 
offerings seek to “make money work for environmental and social change,” 
“contribute to the transition to an economy within planetary boundaries,” 
and “contribute to the transition to an economy where all humans can enjoy 
a prosperous life.” Investments that “cause significant harm to any environ-
mental or social sustainable investment objective,” or are misalignment with 
OECD Guidelines and the UNGP, are excluded. Exclusions include any “expo-
sure to companies active in the fossil fuel sector.”

Observers are critical of the UN Global Compact, as it assumes members 
such as Shell, TotalEnergies, Equinor, and BP are voluntarily adhering to the 
principles without any oversight. RELX maintains membership another UN 
initiative, Race to Zero, which recognizes a 1.5-degree pathway requires the 
"phasing down and out" of fossil fuels and indicates members must end 
"facilitation of new unabated fossil fuel assets" in line with IEA and IPCC sce-
narios. The Union of Concerned Scientists and Scientists for Global Respon-
sibility launch a petition requesting the company address inconsistency with 
its sustainability claims, the UN Global Compact, UN Race to Zero, and the 
UNGP. An associated blog post observes that company practices "are incom-
patible with the claims Elsevier makes about its commitment to climate 
action. In fact, this is what inaction on climate change looks like. It’s what 
greenwashing looks like."
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Elsevier's Global Director of Sustainability is asked internally "if the compa-
ny plans to withdraw from its Race to Zero pledge given that both Elsevier 
and RELX have taken actions that indicate no intention to honor its pledge." 
RELX opts not to withdraw. Senior RELX Corporate Responsibility and Com-
pliance officers are again informed that "there remains genuine and avoid-
able confusion at the company regarding what our environmental, ethical, 
and human rights policies do in fact prohibit," are informed that "leader-
ship has confirmed we’re going to continue maintaining some commercial 
commitments that contradict our environmental pledges," and are asked to 
"explain why and to what extent these types of marketing statements are 
exempt from the company’s restrictions on making misleading statements 
about the company." 

The U.N. Human Rights Council recognizes climate change negatively im-
pacts the realization of the right to food. The Lancet Planetary Health pub-
lishes a call to “end expansion of fossil fuel infrastructure and production 
[…due to the] need to save lives from pollution and climate change-related 
harm.” The Lancet publishes a commentary article that declares the compa-
ny's continued support for fossil fuel exploration is "morally and materially 
insupportable." 

2023
RELX publishes a commentary that mocks European “disapproval of fossil 
fuel energy development” through withholding money from hydrocarbon 
projects and cutting the duration of gas contracts as “creating an illusion of 
defying gravity. Here on earth, however, [the] apple will always fall down.” 
Another post is critical of narratives focused on the “demonisation of fossil 
fuels indiscriminately of their actual carbon emission impact.” It also criticiz-
es those calling on banks to “stop financing new oil, gas and coal expansion” 
by falsely framing this as a call for the “abrupt elimination” of fossil fuels. An 
internal complaint made through ethics reporting channels observes leader-
ship's use of this same deceptive rhetoric on employees, as well as other 
claims being made by specific leaders that aren't reflective of the reality 
of the "business, policies, or science"; this activity is not regarded as inap-
propriate and the reporting employee is encouraged to focus on practicing 
"self-reflection." At the Annual General Meeting, RELX leadership empha-
sizes that "the world still needs fossil fuels" as the company continues to 
provide the industry with "data, and analytics, and information." Products 
and services leaders tell investors have been 'repurposed' and 'transitioned' 
are in fact still informing the industry's drive for new projects, and are thus 
incompatible with the SDGs and realistic just transition scenarios. An inves-
tor informs leaders, "I don't think you understand what 'transition' means."

LexisNexis frames oil majors Chevron, Shell, ExxonMobil, BP, Eni, Cono-
coPhillips, and TotalEnergies as “innovators powering the energy transition.” 
TotalEnergies is praised as standing apart, while BP commitments are said 
to provide a firm foundation to its “transformation from an International Oil 
Company to an Integrated Energy Company.” The energy transition journey 
for the super-majors is “about working towards a reduced carbon future 

2022: As the company associates itself with con-
frontational climate activism, it informs global 
fossil fuel expansion efforts.  
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through increasing investment in more sustainable energy sources.” Lexis-
Nexis is “proud to directly support and serve these innovators in their en-
deavors to better humankind.” The reality is these companies have invest-
ments misaligned with a disastrous 2.5°C increase in global temperatures.

RELX publishes a commentary that fossil fuels are "necessary to keep 
people out of poverty" and bemoans how “the lack of a committed sup-
port for North Sea exploration and production...is undermining the [oil and 
gas] industry,” pointing criticism at the influence of “the climate agenda.” 
A Shell leader tells attendees at a RELX energy expo that we need to stop 
demonising the role of gas in decarbonization. RELX (LexisNexis) promotes 
the appointment of Saudi Aramco’s CEO to the board of BlackRock—RELX’s 
largest institutional shareholder—as a “savvy” move that "embraces mar-
ket realities," while warning of the “harsh realities of trying to quit fossil 
fuels." New Elsevier books cover the "environmentally-friendly" design and 
construction of new oil and gas pipelines and "SDG-supported practices" in 
enhanced oil recovery with CCS. 'Elsevier Environment' promotes a journal 
dedicated largely to serving the expansion of fossil fuel resources.

After investors have already been informed Geofacets has been 'repurposed,' 
a geophysics researcher offers a webinar—sponsored by Shell, BP, and oth-
ers—on how to use Geofacets effectively for oil and gas exploration. SEG's 
Publications and Membership Managing Director also confirms that Geo-
facets has not been restricted from use in serving fossil fuel expansion. The 
leader of Elsevier's Climate Action program assures employees that energy 
journals have been 'transitioned'—even as they and many other publications 
continue to inform global fossil fuel expansion—and claims there is still 
need for a "scientific dialogue around fossil fuel."

Despite The Lancet identifying it as a “false solution,” RELX (ICIS) promotes 
carbon capture and storage as allowing oil majors that are "working towards 
a greener future...to continue to produce oil within the Net Zero 2050 sce-
nario." Elsevier also promotes the technology, including its use for generat-
ing “low-emission” blue hydrogen. RELX describes ExxonMobil's blue hydro-
gen as "low carbon," and helps promote Exxon's goal of "net-zero emissions 
in its oil and gas operations in the Permian Basin by 2030." (This goal doesn't 
account for the burning of their products and, in 2024, ExxonMobil will 
threaten to scrap world's largest blue hydrogen project over emissions crite-
ria.) RELX sponsors an award given to the President of ExxonMobil Product 
Solutions, amplifying her claim that Exxon is "very focused on reducing [its] 
emissions." RELX promotes her award and her company as "committed to 
growing its global petrochemicals and plastics business," as Exxon's Alliance 
to End Plastic Waste scraps its plastic waste goals as "just too ambitious." It 
achieved 0.2% of its target. ExxonMobil Product Solutions is celebrated by 
RELX as being a repeated recipient of the ACC Responsible Care Company 
of the Year Award for "continued and exemplary commitment to advancing 
environmental, health, and safety (EH&S) performance"—this despite Exxon-
Mobil actively poisoning the planet and creating "toxic misery" for dispro-
portionately Black and brown communities near its facilities.
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2023 
RELX celebrates Juneteenth, Nelson Mandela, and amplifies a perspective 
article that calls for “environmental justice activism” to confront “the fossil 
fuel energy order” and the “environmental racism” of the petrochemical 
industry. Elsevier markets a paper that positions “fossil fuel racism” as a 
subset of environmental racism to bring focus "to the systems and struc-
tures which are actively protecting and promoting continued production of 
fossil fuels." Elsevier and LexisNexis push the need to "end plastic pollution," 
"build a green economy" and "restore our Earth." RELX affirms its "commit-
ment to respecting human rights," recognizes that “the SDGs and human 
rights are not separate agendas,” declares it's "turning climate pledges into 
climate action" and claims to "support the Paris Agreement’s intention to 
limit climate change to 1.5°C.” RELX promotes an article calling for climate 
reparations from oil majors engaging in fossil fuel exploration and that are 
generating “disinformation,” “delaying action,” and “willfully ignoring fore-
seeable climate harm.”

A consumer report submitted to the FTC observes that" RELX is misleading 
stakeholders by continuing to sell products and services that enable com-
panies to find new fossil fuel exploration opportunities and accelerate new 
fossil fuel development...the world’s premiere publisher of climate science is 
misleading the public about the business [and] realistic net zero and warm-
ing pathways." 

Elsevier’s Global Director of Sustainability emphasizes that we need books 
that “get us to net zero as a global community.” She promotes Elsevier as 
being “a catalyst of change through the content that is published,” empha-
sizing that “understanding how your journals, books, products, and services 
help drive societal impact is important to enable you to select focus SDG 
goals.” She also promotes membership in STM, whose “Featured Initiatives 
and Collaborations” includes a 2021 call for “emergency action” that involves 
fossil fuel divestment and Elsevier’s pledge that 1.5°C is “the maximum 
global warming level [it] will contribute to achieving.” Elsevier shares that 
it's changed the Journal of Petroleum Science and Engineering to Geoenergy 
Science and Engineering, with a new scope that includes "sustainable hydro-
carbon exploration and production."

With fossil fuel and petrochemical expansion not fitting into a circular 
economy, RELX is the top holding of BNPP Circular Economy ETF and the 
3rd highest holding of RobecoSAM Circular Economy Fund. Included in 
the Dow Jones Sustainability World Index, RELX is the asset constituting 
the 2nd greatest proportion of investments in the ONE Sustainable Fund, 
a fund that “invests in companies that provide services and technologies 
with a positive environmental impact.” PensionBee informs investors RELX 
products are "used for the benefit of the world" and "advance [the] United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals." RELX is one of 15 companies in the 
Aoris investment portfolio, which applies “ESG principles to [its] ownership 
decisions.” Aoris cites RELX’s net zero pledge and that it has identified how 
it helps advance progress on all but 2 of the 17 SDG’s, including Good Health 
& Wellbeing and Climate Action. RELX is a top investment of Handelsbanken 

RELX helps insurance companies "combat the 
costs of climate change" in a world increasingly 
marked by "climate-driven extreme weather" and 
"climate disasters" being fueled by the burning of 
hydrocarbons.

2023 RELX Annual General Meeting
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Europa Selektiv, a fund that “promotes environmental and social charac-
teristics through sustainable investments” that are “aligned with the OECD 
Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises and the UN Guiding Principles on 
Business and Human Rights.” RELX maintains its position in the VanEck 
Sustainable European Equal Weight UCITS ETF, which invests in companies 
“that comply with the UN Global Compact Principles for responsible corpo-
rate behavior.” RELX is included in Nordea’s European Responsible Enhanced 
Equity Fund and Global Responsible Enhanced Equity Fund, which invest “in 
companies and issuers involved in activities that contributed to an environ-
mental or social objective as outlined in UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and/or the EU Taxonomy,” and excluding those violating the UNGC 
and OECD principles. For 2023, RELX is a top investment for 8 of Schroder’s 
funds. Schroder seeks investments that “enable system-or economy-wide 
reductions in carbon emissions.” The funds exclude companies that have 
breached one or more ‘global norms’ causing environmental or social harm, 
such as those in the UNGC principles, the OECD Guidelines and the UNGP, or 
that lack "processes and compliance mechanisms to monitor compliance 
with UN Global Compact principles and OECD Guidelines for Multinational 
Enterprises."

Echo Group partners with RELX for a meeting on the lack of transparency 
in environmental, social and corporate governance (ESG) standards; RELX 
wins a 'Britain's Most Admired Companies' award, sponsored by Echo Group. 
Other winners include oil majors Equinor and TotalEnergies.

The IEA’s 2023 Net Zero Roadmap report reaffirms no new oil, gas, or coal 
fields are compatible with the 1.5°C limit. A paper in Nature Communications 
concludes that coal, oil, and gas supplies must decline on average by 99%, 
70%, and 84%, respectively, from 2020 to 2050, in a 1.5ºC pathway. Referenc-
ing UNGP human rights guidelines, UN investigators send a letter to compa-
nies still facilitating "continued exploration for more oil and gas," indicating 
they are at risk of generating "significantly worsened climate change-related 
human rights impacts."

RELX’s purpose remains “to benefit society” and it is “making the world a 
better place.” In his speech at RELX's SDG Inspiration Day, Ban Ki-moon says 
"it is vital that businesses firstly identify their full environmental impact, 
starting with a clear understanding of the organization's impact on the 
whole of the environment, not exclusively their carbon emissions and pollu-
tion." A researcher interrupts her own talk to criticize Elsevier for its ties to 
fossil fuel expansion. The Lancet Countdown declares "fossil fuel phase out 
is the most important public health intervention of our time."

A senior Human Resources officer is informed by the employee that RELX 
leaders are "correctly emphasizing that an energy transition is a process, 
but the science indicates a safe transition—as well as the SDGs and other 
stated goals—requires that the [fossil fuel] expansion we’re present-
ly informing needs to already have stopped...[it's] unclear why the need 
to cease expansion is being framed as an unrealistic call to immediately 
discontinue using fossil fuels, and why our company holds that the expan-

A journal that informs hydrocarbon expansion is 
rebranded as supporting the #energy transition, 
net-zero, and "sustainable hydrocarbon exploration 
and production." There's no room in the carbon 
budget for the "deep hydrocarbon exploration" 
this journal supports, generating confusion about 
the requirements for net-zero and a just energy 
transition.

Elsevier markets a paper that "position[s] 'fossil 
fuel racism' as a subset of environmental racism" 
to focus on "the systems and structures which are 
actively protecting and promoting continued pro-
duction of fossil fuels." Observing the need for “rapid 
reductions" in fossil fuel production and the in-
creased emissions from the industry’s CCS schemes, 
the authors note the need to “disrupt the industry's 
actions and reduce its influence.”
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sion we still support is 'in line with the scale of action deemed necessary by 
science'...it’s unclear why the ethics code allows for our messaging, mem-
berships, and pledges to suggest we don’t support this activity while still 
engaging in it. The rationale offered for not adequately addressing [word-
deed] misalignment was the suggestion that doing so won’t impact climate 
change." A request to understand "what is and is not permitted under our 
standards of conduct" goes unfulfilled.

According to a subsequent legal filing, an employee is told by management 
that everyone else at the company suspects he leaked information about 
the company to The Guardian. It states the company undertook "aggressive 
retaliation tactics and pressured him to leave his job...The VP added in the 
same conversation: 'yes, but the company keeps lying about this. That may 
be true...You might work at a company where you’re never going to think 
they’re doing the right thing. And then it’s a question of is this a place you 
really want to work?'" After also being informed "'Not everybody you engage 
with is going to be as authentic as you want them to be,'” the employee 
"reached out to a Cell Press Senior Manager who was organizing an anti-bul-
lying initiative explaining the Defendants’ hostile actions and that 'the only 
‘solution’ that’s been offered is the suggestion that I may want to reconsider 
working here.'"

Human Resources is asked about the Company ignoring its ethics com-
plaint procedures, leadership's claims "that the company doesn’t promote 
extraction or new fossil fuel infrastructure; that fossil fuel expansion is 
required to meet energy needs; that our oil major customers aren’t inhib-
iting a safe transition; [the claim that RELX doesn't] have a wide array of 
climate and human rights-based pledges and declarations," the pressuring 
of employees "to disassociate from a group raising word-deed misalignment 
concerns," psychological safety concerns, and RELX's UNGP commitments 
pertaining to due diligence that include adverse climate change-related 
human rights impacts. No response is provided. 

Responding to RELX's petition reply, Union of Concerned Scientists and 
Scientists for Global Responsibility petition organizers observe that the 
company is negligent of its UNGP obligations and its own Ethics Code. They 
conclude RELX's claims "are demonstrably false" and it's "turning a blind 
eye to its activities that enable other entities to remain high emitters." 
Petition organizers observe that "it is difficult if not impossible to square the 
company’s facilitation of new fossil fuel development with its claim that it is 
scaling 'progress on the SDGs,'" and request that the company pledge to end 
support for fossil fuel expansion and industry misinformation by the end of 
2023.

As a UK Health Alliance on Climate Change member, The Lancet again calls 
for ending the expansion of any new fossil fuel infrastructure and produc-
tion: "In the face of increasing harm and suffering, new fossil fuel resources 
continue to be developed and greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise." 
(The Guardian)

As employees reported to RELX, a critical shortcom-
ing of the SDGs is that companies primarily map 
products onto the SDGs, rather than discontinuing 
products that remove realistic pathways to their 
achievement.  

2023: Leaders are questioned why RELX's ethical 
commitments allow it to make deceptive claims, 
enagage in intimidation of employees, and facilitate 
new fossil fuel exploration and development.
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A complaint is filed with the Massachusetts (United States) Attorney Gen-
eral's Office, observing that RELX is "a company that attracts Massachusetts 
investors and employees through deceptive and fraudulent means...Leaders 
forbid the sharing of paywalled climate research with employees, criticized 
employees for deviating from the company's 'narrative,' repeatedly made 
inaccurate claims, and engaged in what the company defines as prohibited 
forms of harassment and retaliation." 

The Union of Concerned Scientists and Scientists for Global Responsibility 
announce the launch a UNGP-based grievance mechanism process to be 
spearheaded by the Climate Rights Coalition (CRC), an organization founded 
by a former employee.

2024 
As The Lancet continues its call for "all institutions to divest from fossil fuel," 
RELX (LexisNexis) offers materials that cover procedures for obtaining a for-
eign investment license in Saudi Arabia for new oil and gas projects—to help 
achieve "sustainable and positive development." RELX amplifies the Aramco 
CEO's call for more investment in fossil fuels "amid growing oil demand" in 
Asia and the Global South, neglecting the fact that renewables are cheaper 
in Asia and the Global South. Elsevier markets a paper that aims “to promote 
the commercial exploration of the oil shale” and announces an Outstanding 
Author award given to the co-author of a paper that identified a “key area 
for oil and gas exploration.” Amidst rising sea levels, RELX seeks to aid those 
"drowning in paperwork" by selling resources in service of navigating oil and 
gas exploration and production operations. Elsevier's new volume of Sus-
tainable Natural Gas Drilling promises insights related to drilling for gas "in a 
more environmentally sustainable way," while Sustainable Liquefied Natu-
ral Gas focuses on LNG operations for "moving towards net-zero." Elsevier 
"sunsets" Geofacets, but it's still offered by third parties promoting fossil 
fuel expansion.

RELX also markets itself as a UN Race to Zero member, but the Race to Zero 
Policy & Engagement Leader indicates that RELX is not in Race to Zero and 
"thus should not be presenting themselves as such." The Race to Zero inter-
pretation guide requires that members restrict facilitating new fossil fuel 
assets in line with the IEA and IPCC's pathways.

Despite the The Lancet Commission on Public Policy and Health in the 
Trump Era describing his first term as “singularly damaging," RELX is among 
other large UK employers that quietly back Donald Trump, who vows to 
boost fossil fuel production. RELX (ICIS) observes that "oil and gas produc-
tion, the main source of the feedstock and energy used by the petrochem-
ical industry, should benefit from policies proposed by Trump." Trump's 
Energy Secretary pick denies the existence of the climate crisis, but correctly 
refutes the idea of a credible 'energy transition.' REPAC support is also given 
to Steve Daines, who's condemned CO2 emission reduction rules and the 
"war on coal," the PAC of Jim Jordan, a deeply anti-climate representative, 
the PAC of Thom Tillis, a climate change denier who urged Trump to exit the 
Paris Agreement, and JD Vance, who doesn't think there's a climate crisis.

Elsevier's promotion of the industry talking point 
that gas is a safe "transitional fuel" can mislead 
policymakers. Experts warn gas development im-
pedes a just energy transition and risks increas-
ing warming far beyond 1.5°C.
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RELX continues to be accused of ignoring its human rights obligations and 
"skirting laws for profit" via its ICE contract: "The price paid by society has 
been steep."

RELX’s Fenasucro & Agrocana fair, focusing on the sugar-energy sector 
in Latin America, promotes Brazil as “a world reference in bioenergy and 
sustainability.” With a 2019 decree enabling sugarcane production in the 
Amazon that's capable of creating "a carbon debt that could take centuries 
to offset," Brazilian biofuels are considered a threat to the global climate. 
Neglecting RELX’s focus on "reducing deforestation and protecting rainfor-
ests," this fair serves International Paper, one of the largest drivers of defor-
estation in the world, Bayer, a purveyor of agricultural poisons, Nestlé, part 
of a coalition that pushes for extractive activity in Indigenous territories—as 
well as Cargill, BP, Petrobras, and other extractive enterprises permanently 
harming the Amazon and its people.

RELX (RX) partner Whitehaven Coal continues coal expansion, while anoth-
er partner, Glencore, generates the “largest coal-mining proposal ever put 
forward” in New South Wales. With coal use reaching record levels, RELX 
quietly sells its Australian coal mining exhibitions—to a business that openly 
celebrates coal expansion and is dedicated to "supporting the growth of the 
Australian resources sector." RELX acquires the Sustainable Energy Confer-
ences and its array of hydrogen-oriented conferences as part of a “strategy 
to expand in the growing low carbon sector,” claiming hydrogen is “crucial 
to ensure a decarbonised energy future” and will “significantly contribute 
to reaching net-zero goals.” As BP freezes offshore wind projects "to focus 
on fossil fuels," a RELX hydrogen conference video claims that BP is trans-
forming “from an integrated oil and gas company to an integrated energy 
company” that aims to get to net zero by 2050 and “keep global warming 
to no more than 1.5°C.” BP presents its “low carbon hydrogen” as “vital to 
the energy transition.” In reality hydrogen-based energy is criticized as one 
of the fossil fuel industry’s “latest deceptive greenwash slogans”—as is “the 
likewise-deceptive Sustainable Energy Council,” the brand name used by 
RELX’s SEC events. Desmog reports that RELX’s Hydrogen Americas summit 
sponsors, which include Chevron, Exxon, and BP, tout “clean” blue hydrogen 
that's “produced with natural gas and reliant on unproven and unrealistic 
promises of carbon capture and storage (CCS),” generating "both emissions 
and leakage of methane, a greenhouse gas some 80 times more potent than 
carbon dioxide over a 20-year window.” Emissions associated with the gas 
used to make blue hydrogen may  "increase warming over a couple decades," 
as the industry's neocolonial push for it threatens "the functioning of the 
biosphere as we know it." RELX claims its hydrogen efforts “bring together 
world leaders to build a sustainable energy future,” but Desmog reports that 
"if the Hydrogen Americas conference is any guide...‘sound policy’ sounds a 
lot like business as usual.”

RELX (ICIS) sponsors the 2024 ICIS CEO of the Year Award, given to the CEO 
of Arkema, and claims Arkema's "on the cutting edge of sustainability." Arke-
ma has worked to dilute U.S. climate and plastics regulation and faces a vast 
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array of lawsuits pertaining to its poisoning of humans and the environment 
with PFAS chemicals ("Forever chemicals"); in April, hundreds of people 
storm one of its factories in protest of it's toxic impacts. A RELX online pub-
lication bemoans that it’s become “‘almost fashionable’ to blame producers 
for plastics waste," and amplifies the call for an ‘all of the above’ approach 
to energy sources. RELX elevates an Exxon CEO's criticism of plastics treaty 
negotiators as having "mistaken plastic itself as the problem," as it promotes 
the petrochemical industry as "positioned to make a meaningful differ-
ence." Despite the human health and climate implications, the partners and 
customers that RELX champions take aggressive action to prevent a plastics 
treaty that would curb plastic production.

The OSDU Forum removes Elsevier from its list of members, but geospacial 
data and other relevent resources continue to be made available to fossil 
fuel exploration professionals.

5 OSDU Forum members are sued for climate harms and discrediting 
science. After Shell waters down its climate pledges, RELX conferences 
dedicated to a "#SustainableFuture" welcome it as a returning sponsor. 
ExxonMobil's CEO—critical of focus being “on the ‘downside’ of CO2 emis-
sions"—blames the public for the crisis. BP freezes offshore wind projects to 
boost fossil fuel output. Chevron openly promotes it's increasing oil and gas 
production. A RELX article amplifies the Saudi Aramco CEO's conclusion that 
"the fantasy of phasing out oil and gas should be abandoned.” All of these 
oil majors have employees serving as editors on Elsevier journals, as fossil 
fuel industry misinformation is published in Elsevier journals that claim "it 
is crucial to find new sources of fossil fuel" and feature content "vital for 
successful hydrocarbon exploration, development, and production efforts." 
As its done for decades, the company claims its primary negative impact is 
"through the use of energy and paper, the use of print and production tech-
nologies, and the recycling of waste."

2023 is declared the hottest year on record. In February: Canada's fire season 
starts, the Atlantic Ocean is 'on fire' with the currents system shows signals 
of collapse, Antarctica's 'Doomsday Glacier' is rapidly melting, the world has 
for the first time spent a year over 1.5°C, there's extreme heat across the 
globe, and the planet is warming at an unprecedented rate. Richard Hor-
ton observes in The Lancet that, due to global heating, "every dimension of 
health tracked by the Lancet Countdown is getting worse, not better," as 
fossil fuel supply increases are projected to produce the highest-ever level of 
global oil supply in 2024, fossil fuel firms are spending more money on new 
oil and gas sites than at any time since the 2015 Paris climate deal, and the 
industry colludes "to obstruct climate policies” while contesting “efforts to 
constrain fossil fuel supply.” Despite its own publications indicating climate 
change threatens "the future of a hospitable planet Earth," the RELX Board 
again concludes that climate change "will be unlikely to have a significant 
impact [on RELX] in the medium and longer term." 

2024 
The Climate Rights Coalition's initial human rights grievance mechanism 
communication is delivered to RELX, including a complaint submitted to 

2024: Businesses being sued for climate harms 
and discrediting science are being associated 
with global climate targets.
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The Special Procedures of the United Nations Human Rights Council. An 
announcement by CRC's Director, a former Elsevier employee, states "the 
process is being undertaken by CRC in collaboration with 150+ partner 
organizations & other stakeholders, while maintaining a 50-person advisory 
board that acknowledges there are human rights implications to fossil fuel 
expansion." An associated blog post states that "A primary aim is to give a 
voice to people being more directly impacted by these business decisions, 
with the hope to generate more substantive commitments that employees 
and scientists have been unable to secure." As employees did in 2021, RELX 
is asked to provide a timeline for when it will stop supporting activities that 
risk substantial human rights harms.

Elsevier markets its energy journals as advancing "clean energy transitions 
for all” and a “transition to net zero." An Elsevier climate leader claims the 
company has "reviewed [its] journals to ensure their missions reflect and 
advance the UN SDGs and promote a pathway to a net zero future." RELX 
"reaffirms its support of the Ten Principles of the United Nations Global 
Compact," which state "decision-makers need to apply precaution" when 
there is "reasonable suspicion of harm." The UN Global Compact endorses a 
guidance which includes "no support of new or continued developments of 
fossil fuels."

RELX claims it has only a "limited impact on climate change" and submits 
its “science-based” climate targets to SBTi, an organization co-founded by 
the UNGC, that’s under investigation by the U.S. government and has been 
criticized in the media, by advocacy organizations, and by one of its orig-
inal instigators as having clear conflicts of interest; observations include 
that “comprehensive scientific studies find SBTi’s methods inferior,” SBTi 
“prioritizes its own and its clients’ confidentiality over and above the public 
interest,” it's an "SBT standard setter that also serves as a SBT validator with 
a business model tied to validation growth,” and that SBTi’s targets neglect 
to include “historic responsibility for emissions — a core tenet of the Paris 
Agreement” as well as “the only way to enact climate justice.” Uncertain if 
the organization is “incompetent or insidious,” former SBTi Technical Advi-
sory Group member Bill Baue sees SBTi as having “huge blindspots on the 
substance side of things” and personally finds that “science-based corporate 
pledges don’t square with facilitating fossil fuel expansion.” A Senior Project 
Manager at the UNGC echoes this, sharing that she doesn't believe invest-
ments "supporting fossil fuel expansion would be considered in line with the 
UN Global Compact or its Ten Principles, particularly the principles that sit 
under ‘Environment’."

PensionBee recognizes "concerns over climate change have fuelled demand 
for impact investing," bringing the threat of "companies present[ing] them-
selves as environmentally responsible or sustainable through misleading 
or false claims." Created in partnership with RELX's largest institutional 
investor BlackRock for customers invested in their Fossil Fuel Free plan, 
PensionBee's Impact Plan "only invests in companies, such as RELX" because 
"the impact of these companies on people and the planet can be measured, 
so you know they’re contributing to real change." Good With Money rates 
PensionBee’s Impact Plan one of top 8 ethical pension funds in 2024. Listed 

2024: Hundreds of activists storm an Arkema 
'forever chemicals' plant and stage a protest 
depicting an Arkema representative pouring 
PFAS into the water of a nursing mother. RELX 
praises Arkema for being "on the cutting edge 
of sustainability."
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as a favorite choice for ESG investments, RELX is in the top 10 assets for ESG 
funds offered by Goldman Sachs, BlackRock, Fidelity, Lazard and Invesco ("To 
support the transition to a low carbon economy over the medium to long 
term with a view to achieving the long term goals of the Paris Agreement.") 
RELX is in the top 10 holdings of the Goldman Sachs Patrimonial Balanced 
Europe Sustainable fund, which selects “companies that pursue a policy 
of sustainable development.” The fund does not invest “in issuers involved 
in activities related to…Arctic drilling and shale oil & gas.” RELX is the top 
holding of EdenTree Responsible and Sustainable UK Equity fund, which 
holds companies with “sustainable and socially responsible practices.” RELX 
is the 2nd largest holding of the Trojan Ethical Income Fund; for investing 
decisions, Troy's assessment includes whether a company has “set targets 
aligned with the objectives of the Paris Agreement (‘Paris-aligned’)."

RELX's CFO boasts that the company's "commitment to corporate respon-
sibility continues to be recognised by external reporting agencies. We rated 
AAA with MSCI for an eighth consecutive year, and ranked second in our 
sector globally with Sustainalytics, in the top 1% companies, overall." RELX 
is a top 10 holding of the MSCI Europe SRI Select Reduced Fossil Fuel Index, 
which aims to include “companies that are consistent with specific values 
and climate change based criteria, as well as exhibit a high minimum level of 
ESG performance” and “strong sustainability profiles.” RELX is also a top 10 
holding of MSCI Europe ESG Climate Paris Aligned BenchmarkSelect Index, 
which targets "alignment with the Paris Agreement requirements." MSCI 
ESG funds claim to exclude "companies that fail to comply with the United 
Nations Global Compact principles." MSCI's methodology, which considers 
how companies “contribute to the [SDG’s] in a variety of ways (positively 
and negatively),” lists RELX as aligned with Climate Action and other SDGs. 
The MSCI SDG Alignment Tool “uses available data on companies’ products 
and services, practices, policies and performance to measure their degree 
of alignment with each of the 17 UN SDGs, as of Aug. 11, 2020.” The MSCI 
SDG Alignment framework “is built on an understanding that companies 
may contribute to the goals in a variety of ways, both positive and negative, 
through their operations and the products and services they provide.” It 
relies on “corporate disclosure, media sources, government databases, NGO, 
trade and industry associations, multilateral organizations, [and] academic 
think tanks” and does not accept “data shared by companies that has not 
been disclosed to [the] public.”

RELX is a top 10 holding of Federated Hermes Sustainable Global Equity 
Fund, which seeks to “achieve its objective by investing in companies con-
tributing to a more sustainable future. These companies are selected based 
on the strength of their business model, how well they manage environ-
mental, social and governance (“ESG”) factors and their broader benefit to 
people and the planet.” The AB Sustainable Global Thematic Fund, which 
maintains "sustainable investment themes that are broadly consistent with 
achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals," holds over $28 million of 
RELX stock.

RELX’s Chief Sustainability Officer (CSO) promotes RELX’s "responsible lob-
bying," its commitment to the UNGC's 10 Principles, and its SDG Resource 
Center, a product that highlights the need to confront “the fossil fuel energy 
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order” of RELX’s chosen partners and customers. RELX's CSO is a panelist at 
an event hosted by a marketing agency that, in 2021, stopped working with 
oil companies because they'd failed to stop generating "new oil and gas 
fields, which is a central requirement of the IEA's recent Net Zero By 2050 
Roadmap"; the event explores "climate action narratives," "effective climate 
storytelling," and "how to navigate the fine line between sustainability 
leadership and greenwashing." Sustainability Live London features corporate 
responsibility speakers from RELX and other companies promoting their 
sustainability efforts; the event is run by BizClik media group, a "corporate 
storyteller" that promotes OSDU Forum members as moving "away from 
Fossil Fuels"—and runs conferences serving oil and gas "Exploration and 
Production Optimization." Former employees at Microsoft, an OSDU Forum 
member, reveal they've been gaslit by leaders pledging to reduce the compa-
ny's own emissions while simultaneously serving fossil fuel expansion; they 
start an organization calling attention to its business activity that lowers 
"the economic and technical barriers to increased fossil fuel extraction" and 
its support for "the expansion of industries that threaten all life." One of 
RELX’s biggest suppliers and collaborators, Microsoft's climate pledges are 
also found to be untenable—despite it acknowledging to the UNGC that "hu-
man rights are under threat from climate change" and "respect for human 
rights is embedded in Microsoft’s mission."

An Amnesty International USA human rights event and petition call on the 
UN to reform voluntary corporate initiatives like the UNGC that help compa-
nies serving fossil fuel expansion to hide their negative impacts. A triple pro-
test disrupts a RELX (RX) renewables and decarbonization conference, which 
includes participants that are sabotaging climate goals. A protestor notes 
BP is using the genocide in Gaza as an opportunity for fossil fuel exploration; 
BP's SVP emphasizes that "projects on the net zero journey have to make 
returns and be investible for their owners." Researchers interrupt an Elsevier 
commercial seminar, demanding RELX listen to the science it publishes and 
stop supporting the business plans of oil majors. A company representative 
acknowledges "it does damage, it really does," but falsely claims "it’s still 
necessary.” A scientist coalition launches a petition demanding the company 
stop “spreading fossil fuel company  misinformation that claims fossil fuel 
expansion is part of the energy transition and in line with the Paris Agree-
ment, and helping Elsevier's oil and gas customers maintain their social 
license to operate." RELX again asserts it's minimizing its contribution to 
climate change in a way that's consistent with the science.

16 years after the United Nations Human Rights Council called on compa-
nies to practice human rights due diligence and adopt a human rights policy, 
RELX reveals it's working on drafting a "RELX Human Rights Policy."

In August, a lawsuit is filed by attorneys representing the CRC Director and 
former Elsevier employee in U.S. Federal Court alleging RELX's violations of 
the Securities Exchange Act and the Fair Employment Practices Act, with 
the company having made "numerous business decisions that contradict 
their climate pledges in materials filed to the SEC and disclosed to investors, 
marketing materials, and commitments to international organizations." 
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The lawsuit observes that RELX's “greenwashing practices are materially 
misleading to consumers, investors, and impose severe public harm.” 
The filing includes 3 internal employee reports, as well as a slide deck from 
a 2022 presentation which observes that "shareholders are uninformed 
regarding business activities fueling climate change." The lawsuit observes 
that "While publicly making commitments to key international sustainabil-
ity codes that allowed them to be listed as one of the leading ESG invest-
ment options, they frequently engaged in actions and business practices in 
private that contradict those commitments and statements...Defendants 
were repeatedly made aware of their greenwashing practices by their own 
employees." In addition, it's alleged the company "pressured, harassed, 
retaliated, and terminated" an employee for "advocating for Defendants to 
align their actions with their sustainability pledges." In its legal filing, RELX 
defends its actions by deceptively diverting attention to the fossil fuel 
industry talking point that net zero pathways include an "ongoing need to 
produce oil and gas for the indefinite future." This argument obfuscates 
the science, which maintains existing resources can meet demand for a 
transition, and that new fossil fuel projects are incompatible with climate 
goals. RELX also reveals that its array of pledges are merely "aspirational 
statements about sustainability." Responding to RELX’s motion to dismiss, 
the plaintiff’s attorney observes that RELX “take[s] the position that their 
sustainability related statements are nothing more than puffery, and should 
be deemed immaterial. Such assertion is morally and legally troubling.”

A spokesperson for the Lancet Group, publisher of the Lancet, says editors 
would “strongly scrutinise any fossil fuel industry funded research.” Lancet 
editor-in-chief Richard Horton promotes the need to "keep fossil fuels in 
the ground," as The Lancet again urges divestment from fossil fuels to save 
lives, with a report declaring the "expansion of fossil fuel assets is increas-
ingly jeopardising the economies on which people's livelihoods depend." 
The World Health Organization endorses this, observing that "the climate 
crisis is no longer a distant threat – it’s here, and it’s taking a devastating toll 
on people’s health."

2025 
As the global heating crisis impacts billions and methane leaks surge amid 
record fossil fuel production, RELX continues to support the expansion 
of new fossil fuel assets, selling "content pertaining to upstream oil and 
gas guidance" to customers involved in "the exploration and production 
of hydrocarbons." With its own journals noting LNG expansion is "incom-
patible with climate goal objectives," RELX products include legal practice 
notes on the financing of new LNG projects and documents on financing 
oil and gas exploration and production programs. RELX helps customers 
navigate the construction phase of new LNG projects and petroleum agree-
ments pertaining to exploration and production activities. RELX materials 
inform on the planning regime for hydraulic fracturing projects, facilitate 
the exploration and production of conventional oil and gas projects, in-
cluding ones specific to the UKCS, and generate insights on "upstream oil 
and gas lease transactions." RELX facilitates agreements for the "critical" 
exploration phase of new petroleum projects and agreements on "how two 
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or more co-interest holders in an oil and gas project explore for, develop, 
and produce hydrocarbons." The company offers customers guidance for 
successful "exploration, appraisal, development and production operations," 
generated by experts who serve the interests of "international oil compa-
nies, independent exploration and production companies and state-owned 
entities." Such experts contributing to RELX products are promoted by the 
company as currently active in and/or having expertise in advising oil majors 
and “major E&P companies,” projects and investments in oil, gas, and petro-
chemicals, “upstream oil and gas exploration,” including “frontier exploration 
opportunities,” industry infrastructure and construction, including of oil, gas 
and LNG production facilities, and pipelines, “disputes related to oil and gas 
exploration and production [and] the construction and operation of pipe-
lines,” LNG projects and plant construction, “offshore oil and gas projects,” 
including financing, “oil and gas development projects,” and acquisitions and 
divestitures related to unconventional resources, pipelines, LNG, and petro-
chemicals. Another boasts of having been “successful in having the Crown 
drop a case against a major oil and gas company investigated for health and 
safety failings” and advised "in relation to an appeal of improvement no-
tices served on an installation operator in relation to hydrocarbon releases 
offshore.”

RELX appears to start adding legal disclaimers, previously absent, to materi-
als that promote fossil fuel expansion.

As BP ramps up oil and gas spending to grow fossil fuel production, RELX 
presents BP as having net zero ambitions and to be “transforming from 
an international oil company to an integrated energy company…to drive a 
home-grown energy transition.” Another energy conference sponsor and 
exhibitor, Drax, is promoted as supplying “renewable power as standard.” 
In reality Drax sells burning wood as “a green alternative to fossil fuels…be-
cause trees grow back,” has “broken environmental regulations over 11,000 
times in the US,” is “driving environmental racism,” and is the UK’s “single 
largest carbon emitter”—pushing  a “false solution” that’s resulted in “sus-
tained opposition from environmental activists.”

Touted by RELX for their efforts pertaining to sustainability and the environ-
ment, LyondellBasell, Dow, ExxonMobil, and Arkema pursue a “large-scale 
coordinated attack” to combat restrictions on the production of "forever 
chemicals," described as “one of the most pressing environmental and public 
health concerns of our modern world.” As with hydrocarbons, the PFAS crisis 
is augmented through 'tobacco playbook' despite the availability of alterna-
tives and their severe impacts on human health. RELX promotes customers 
such as Shell, Chevron, Unilever, Sadara, and Dow as oil, gas, and petrochem-
ical "decision-makers and influencers" that are "helping to keep us safe and 
secure." These businesses are generating substantial deceptions, contribu-
tions to global instability, and are poisoning humanity and the planet. As it 
heavily invests in petrochemical expansion projects, SABIC (Saudi Aramco) 
is promoted by RELX as being a “leader in circularity.” SABIC touts RELX’s 
recognition of its CEO as underscoring his “commitment to sustainability.” 
SABIC is in reality helping fuel a global plastics crisis while being sued for 
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its devastatingly toxic impacts, including the dumping of PCB-drenched 
soil in children’s playgrounds. Despite their "business-as-usual investments 
that will fail to achieve climate and pollution reduction goals"—and the 
U.N. explicitly recognizing the link between plastic pollution and human 
rights—RELX conferences continue to generate "business opportunities" 
for its chosen petrochemical customers while coating the industry with an 
unsubstantiated veneer of "sustainability." RELX's plastics industry custom-
ers are criticized for their own contributions to this deceptive "information 
ecosystem."

After RELX's PAC financially supports the re-election of U.S. President Trump, 
the scientific community uniformly protests the administration's policies. 
Prominent U.S. scientists sign a letter that observes “the nation’s scientific 
enterprise is being decimated” and that the Trump administration is “de-
stroying” the ability of scientists to “freely explore new questions and report 
their findings honestly, independent of special interests.” With researchers 
sounding the alarm about an executive order that will "destroy American sci-
ence" and pave the way for "state-controlled science" that favors the fossil 
fuel energy order, Elsevier leaders are internally petitioned to "stop support-
ing Members of Congress who are unambiguously hostile to science and the 
rule of law," and if not, to suspend REPAC organizing activities that "target 
Elsevier employees." When RELX leadership is asked about any worries they 
may have regarding Trump defunding scientific research, leadership indi-
cates: "It's very hard for us to have an opinion on it." As he pauses approv-
als, permits and loans for onshore and offshore wind projects and withdraws 
support for research that references the climate crisis, Trump declares 
an energy ‘emergency' to push for more oil and gas drilling. RELX—whose 
claimed "key environmental impact" is through products and services that 
"inform debate" and "evidence-based policies"—continues to publish indus-
try-influenced content that can help justify such an energy-needs narrative. 
An Elsevier paper, partially funded by a key PetroChina research funder, 
claims that fossil fuel expansion "is consistent with that of the idea of green 
development" and urges the United States government to "actively partici-
pate in international natural gas cooperation projects." Trump makes moves 
impacting climate, environmental justice, and science, seeks to reverse bans 
on toxic ‘forever chemicals’, aims to criminalize work on climate science 
and impacts, and to stop enforcement of "critical policies holding fossil fuel 
companies accountable." The United States informs the U.N. that it "rejects 
and denounces the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sus-
tainable Development Goals."

A RELX podcast features Andrei Marcu, Executive Director of the European 
Roundtable on Climate Change and Sustainable Transition (ERCST). RELX de-
scribes ERCST as an “independent think tank” (in the guest’s words, “we’re a 
simple, honest to God think tank”). ERCST membership is heavily comprised 
of oil majors influencing climate change policy to protect industry “from 
cost arising [from] climate change policy…You have to protect your industry. 
Whether it's in line with the Paris agreement or not, that's a different story.” 
The only alternatives, he claims, would be to “commit suicide” or “deindus-
trialize.” Mr. Marcu has elsewhere been criticized for serving the “interests of 

Companies actively resisting restrictions on plastic 
production are touted by RELX for their sustainability 
efforts.
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big oil companies,” steering climate talks “toward market distractions” and 
offset schemes, and working to “lock-in the future of fossil fuels.” Despite 
this, RELX’s podcast host promotes the guest as having the “best approach, 
from my point of view, in terms of being very rigorously intellectual and 
critical in terms of the [climate] policy angles.”

With RELX's chosen partners and customers running "perhaps the biggest 
campaign of disinformation and political interference in American history," 
an industry group celebrates "a new path where U.S. oil and natural gas are 
embraced." However, Elsevier presents its oil and gas book portfolio as serv-
ing  "oil and gas in transition," with subjects including enhanced oil recovery, 
CO2 storage, Artificial Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning (ML), and data 
analytics. In reality, the Company's own products showcase that these tools 
are being used by its customers to generate exploration successes, fossil fuel 
lock-in, and increasing emissions. With the industry clear that AI “is being 
deployed to enhance exploration,” the "merits of using Machine Learning 
and AI techniques in oil and gas" have elsewhere been touted by Elsevier 
as tools its customers can use to accelerate reservoir evaluation, optimize 
production, and "greatly boost the exploration of oil." With the industry 
rebranding CCS as an oil industry boost, big oil and Trump successfully in-
crease public support for the CCS scam that's more costly and polluting than 
switching to renewables and, as an Elsevier paper notes, "slow[s] the energy 
transition and entrench[es] society’s dependence on fossil fuels."

RELX’s "Sustainable Energy Council" promotes the idea that hydrogen is 
crucial for “achieving our climate goals” and has an essential role in “the 
transition to a green economy.” SEC claims hydrogen “will significantly con-
tribute to reaching net-zero goals” and the hydrogen industry “will deliver a 
successful energy transition.” SEC’s World Hydrogen Advisory Board includes 
stakeholders from Hydrogen Europe (Members include: Equinor, BP, Aram-
co, Repsol, Shell, TotalEnergies, Eni, and ConocoPhillips) and the Australian 
Hydrogen Council (Members include: ExxonMobil, BP, and Chevron). These 
industry groups are heavily involved in lobbying for policies based on their 
fossil-based “clean” hydrogen scam while concerned that “green targets are 
hindering [the] roll-out of projects based on fossil fuels.” An Elsevier paper 
notes that "blue hydrogen projects are mainly pushed forward by fossil fuel 
interests," with the associated reliance on CCS "a solution to climate change 
for those who are trying to uphold an unsustainable status quo." Labeled 
another "false solution," blue hydrogen projects entail a notably “carbon-in-
tensive process that perpetuates our reliance on fossil fuels,” break green-
washing laws, and pose “a major threat to the climate and public health.” 
RELX is striving to “kickstart the next wave of hydrogen project develop-
ments into the 2030s.”

RELX claims its events bring "industries together which can advance sus-
tainability…Our [sustainability] approach is guided by the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals,” goals requiring fossil fuel exploration activities to 
have ended. While RELX uses “clean, renewable energy sources” to power 
their events, these events spread industry misinformation and empower 
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businesses generating devastating fossil fuel lock-in: RELX presents Repsol 
as “leading the energy transition” and “committed to net-zero emissions 
by 2050,” despite the fact that Repsol has been successfully challenged for 
deceptive net zero claims "omit[ting] information about Repsol’s overall 
business activities, including the fact that Repsol’s oil and gas activities are 
substantial and expanding.” RELX promotes Sonatrach as “reducing the envi-
ronmental footprint by the use of cleaner energies,” as Sonatrach simultane-
ously invests $40 billion between 2022 and 2026 in new oil and gas explora-
tion and production activities.

As lawyers of conscience protest "enablers" in the legal profession still facili-
tating new fossil fuel projects, LexisNexis gives multiple awards to a law firm 
“at the heart of [the Middle East’s] energy industry” that represents oil, gas, 
LNG, and petrochemical corporations in “the development of oil, gas, LNG” 
and other projects. RELX's ICIS CEO is “delighted” to sponsor an award given 
to ADNOC’s CEO Sultan Al Jaber, citing “the launch of XRG, ADNOC’s interna-
tional investment arm.” ICIS proclaims that through XRG, ADNOC will “ensure 
energy remains a catalyst for sustainable growth.” In reality, XRG was in the 
midst of trying to acquire Santos, a fossil fuel firm “pursuing massive ex-
pansion plans consistent with the failure of the Paris Agreement,” while XRG 
invests heavily in gas/LNG expansion projects. Echoing messaging found in 
RELX materials, XRG claims gas is “a lower carbon transition fuel." The award 
helps fuel propaganda that Dr. Al Jaber is “leading discussions on climate 
change, sustainability, and responsible growth.” Such assertions are mirrored 
in a resource shared by LexisNexis, assuring stakeholders that Middle East 
energy CEOs recognize the changes accompanying the "energy transition," 
are "adding renewables to their current energy mix," and “taking positive 
steps to seize the moment.” The truth is CEO's such as Dr. Al Jaber have 
drawn extensive criticism for greenwashing and helping lead the industry’s 
sabotaging of global climate goals. In accepting the award, Dr. Al Jaber prais-
es ICIS for enabling his industry “to make informed business decisions.” 

An analyst on an ICIS podcast emphasizes that Europe “need[s] investments 
in gas plants...we need those additional [gas] plants.” The host states there’s 
a need to build more of everything—emphasizing, as RELX leadership told 
investors in 2023, that “it is effectively an energy transition, right? It doesn’t 
happen overnight.” New fossil fuel infrastructure is considered incompatible 
with climate goals.

RELX promotes its listing with ESG ratings agencies as being reflective of its 
"corporate responsibility" efforts," but neglects to disclose such agencies are 
part of an ESG ratings market heavily criticized for “its lack of objectivity,” 
“methodologies,” and for "not functioning properly." Morningstar gives RELX 
an ESG Risk Management Rating of Strong; it cites RELX having a "global 
head of ESG and corporate responsibility who provides updates to the board 
and engages with senior managers on key ESG issues." However, a Senior 
Sales officer with Morningstar confirms that, absent other factors, "involve-
ment in facilitating fossil fuel assets is not a downgrade trigger for GSS 
[Sustainalytics' Global Standards Screening]."

https://www.world-hydrogen-summit.com/world/en-gb/exhibitor-directory/exhibitor-details.repsol.org-b866f1b2-0b3e-4efa-9773-e1495eae7ef9.html
https://blogs.law.columbia.edu/climatechange/2024/05/22/greenwashing-by-omission-comparing-repsol-cases-in-spain-and-the-uk/
https://www.world-hydrogen-summit.com/world/en-gb/exhibitor-directory/exhibitor-details.sonatrach.org-f3b53a6f-449e-4d85-8021-cb6b74379f6e.html
https://www.africanews.com/2022/01/04/algeria-sonatrach-to-invest-40bn-over-five-years/
https://www.lar.earth/conscientious-objection-at-work/
https://www.lexisnexismiddleeastlegalawards.com/winners/
https://www.tamimi.com/client-services/sectors/energy-and-resources/
https://www.icis.com/explore/press-releases/2025-ceo-of-the-year/
https://www.marketforces.org.au/campaigns/companies/santos/
https://naturalgasintel.com/news/adnocs-xrg-eyes-north-american-natural-gas-lng-assets-as-global-trading-portfolio-expands/
https://www.xrg.com/en/platforms#Gas
https://www.dxbnewsnetwork.com/dr-sultan-al-jaber-wins-prestigious-icis-ceo-award-2025
https://www.lexismiddleeast.com/eJournal/2025-06-25_37
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/aug/01/leak-uae-presidency-un-climate-summit-oil-gas-emissions-yemen
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/apr/04/revealed-uae-plans-huge-oil-and-gas-expansion-as-it-hosts-un-climate-summit
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/adnoc-ceo-dr-sultan-al-jaber-is-the-2025-icis-ceo-of-the-year-302543173.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/adnoc-ceo-dr-sultan-al-jaber-is-the-2025-icis-ceo-of-the-year-302543173.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oal2bZ6naWw
https://web.archive.org/web/20250115054728/https://www.relx.com/~/media/Files/R/RELX-Group/documents/investors/relx-overview-january-2025.pdf
https://hbr.org/2022/08/esg-investing-isnt-designed-to-save-the-planet
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=608bd013-cc8d-4706-96d0-f0fa4b1a1380
https://www.morningstar.com/sustainable-investing/best-sustainable-companies-own-2024-edition


With journals rebranded as having missions aligned with net zero, the 
Company's industry-influenced papers continue to point to extensive new 
hydrocarbon resources. Its engineering service offers insights on oil field de-
velopment. With one fossil fuel professional observing that "supply leads de-
mand," RELX serves as a “valuable partner” in the strategic decision making 
of companies undertaking oil and gas exploration. RELX continues to frame 
LNG as a "transition fuel" and a "solution" for managing global emissions; its 
expansion—incompatible with climate objectives—is setting "the world on 
fire." RELX employs an AI-generated spokesperson to promote a "4,278 word 
document"—and “thousands of others like it"—that serves the continued 
generation of new fossil fuel projects with notably "long lives."

With 2024 declared the hottest on record (the first that the average global 
temperature exceeded 1.5°C above its pre-industrial level), the first cata-
strophic tipping point is breached, some regions are on track to exceed 
3.0°C heating by 2060, and scientists warn that there's only two years left of 
world’s carbon budget to possibly meet the 1.5°C warming target. RELX takes 
advantage of growing unprecedented climate impacts by selling resourc-
es to insurance companies navigating a world of "climate-driven extreme 
weather" and "climate disasters" resulting from ever-rising fossil fuel emis-
sions.

2025 
RELX continues to present itself a member of the UN's Race to Zero initia-
tive, a pledge requiring members to restrict facilitation of new fossil fuel 
assets in line with IPCC and IEA 1.5°C pathways. As a UNGC member for over 
20 years, RELX goes further by maintaining "a precautionary approach to 
environmental challenges" and avoiding "human rights risks with which the 
company may be involved through links to its products, operations or ser-
vices." RELX is ensuring its customers "make better decisions, get better re-
sults and be more productive," as it makes "a positive environmental impact 
through [its] products and services." The company is presented as acting in 
alignment with the "ambitious 1.5°C goal of the Paris Climate Agreement," it 
continues to observe that "achieving the SDGs necessitates a transition from 
fossil fuels," and it continues to claim it prohibits "false representations or 
statements," "misleading conduct," misleading "reports and written or oral 
statements," and inaccurate "environmental policies/practices."

Science in Resistance, a book on scientist climate activism, observes that El-
sevier "has made numerous statements about its dedication to sustainabil-
ity. It has an entire website dedicated to advertising its commitment to the 
Paris Agreement...[yet] Elsevier has been giving the fossil fuel industry all 
kinds of assistance in order to expand their operations, way beyond what 
is compatible with the Paris Agreement, their net zero pledges, or any 
basic notion of sustainability...Most recently, a large coalition of academics 
and climate NGOs initiated a legal grievance mechanism at the UN Human 
Rights Council, calling out the company for the risks it poses to human 
rights as a direct consequence of its support for fossil fuel corporations." 
The Lancet sounds the alarm regarding the health impacts of companies 
that are "accelerating growth in plastic production." Health professionals 

Despite its expansion being incompatible with 
climate targets, both RELX and its ICIS 2025 CEO 
of the Year describe gas as a "transition fuel.” Dr. 
Al Jaber has drawn extensive criticism for green-
washing and helping lead the industry’s sabotag-
ing of global climate goals. 
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observe that The Lancet, along with its family of over 20 other journals, has 
updated its advertising policy and will "no longer be accepting advertising 
content submitted by, or on behalf of, companies that produce, or fund the 
production of, fossil fuels." They also note that the Company is "causing, and 
profiting from, major environmental harm by working with the fossil fuel 
industry, supporting new fossil fuel projects and publishing journals for oil 
and gas technology and strategies for petroleum exploration. [Márcia Balis-
ciano, RELX Head of Corporate Responsibility has] argued that their fossil 
fuel activity 'shouldn't negate all of the amazing work' they have done with 
renewable energy. Scientists point out that continuing support for fossil 
fuels is exactly what will negate all their work and the work of the scien-
tists they serve."

Pay-to-play "corporate storyteller" BizClik, which promotes oil major cli-
ents as serving "environmental objectives" and offering "climate-conscious 
energy solutions," awards RELX's Head of Corporate Responsibility a global 
sustainability lifetime achievement award. RELX also uses BizClik's services 
to be recognized as one of the world's most sustainable companies and 
promote itself as having "embedded sustainability within its core business 
strategy," as well as a contract it was awarded for a customer "seeking cer-
tification of alignment with the UN Declaration on Human Rights." Com-
panies such as RELX and Shell promote their actions and policies as being 
informed by the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 
UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, the United Nations 
SDGs, the UN Global Compact, and the OECD Guidelines for Multinational 
Enterprises.

RELX is listed as among the top ESG fund managers' favorite UK shares. The 
WS Epworth Climate Stewardship Fund for Charities, investing in companies 
that "help the transition to a lower carbon economy," features RELX as its 
5th largest holding. RELX is a top 10 holding of the S&P UK Net Zero 2050 
Paris-Aligned ESG Index, a fund “weighted to be collectively compatible with 
a 1.5ºC global warming climate scenario at the index level.” Its methodology 
entails the exclusion of companies with “violations of the principles of the 
United Nations’ Global Compact.” Exclusions are based on Sustainalytics’ 
Global Standards Screening (GSS), an assessment of a company’s impact on 
stakeholders and the extent to which a company causes, contributes, or is 
linked to violations of international norms and standards based on UNGC 
Principles, as well as OECD and UNGP standards. RELX is a top 5 holding of 
Mirova Europe Sustainable Economy Fund, which invests in "companies that 
contribute to the achievement of UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and/or reduces the risk of not achieving one or more of the UN SDGs." RELX 
is a top 10 holding of "M&G (Lux) Pan European Sustain Paris Aligned Fund 
EUR A Acc," which invests in "companies that contribute towards the Paris 
Agreement climate change goal." M&G excludes companies "in breach of 
the ‘Do no significant harm’ principle. These include companies which are 
flagged as violating the UN’s Global Compact, a global framework for busi-
nesses to adopt sustainable and socially responsible policies." RELX is the 

2025: An AI-generated spokeserson promotes RELX 
products that endanger global climate goals.

https://healthforxr.com/following-hxr-letter-the-lancet-now-refuses-adverts-from-fossil-fuel-companies-and-the-banks-who-fund-them/
https://sustainabilitymag.com/articles/aramcos-us-90bn-tech-deals-to-back-sustainable-growth-aims
https://sustainabilitymag.com/news/how-is-chevron-swapping-oil-and-gas-for-sustainable-energy
https://sustainabilitymag.com/news/how-is-chevron-swapping-oil-and-gas-for-sustainable-energy
https://sustainabilitymag.com/news/relx-marcia-balisciano-lifetime-of-achievement-award
https://www.facebook.com/RELXHQ/posts/were-proud-to-announce-that-relx-has-been-recognised-as-one-of-the-top-250-susta/1337587678378312/
https://sustainabilitymag.com/articles/relx-group-sustainability-strategies-to-maximise-impact
https://www.relx.com/corporate-responsibility/being-a-responsible-business/governance
https://www.shell.com/sustainability/our-approach/external-voluntary-codes.html
https://www.investorschronicle.co.uk/content/32715594-33d4-55a3-9a32-859dd00ea183
https://epworthim.com/epworth-climate-stewardship-fund-for-charities
https://markets.ft.com/data/funds/tearsheet/summary?s=GB00BMD3GM34:GBP
https://www.spglobal.com/spdji/en/indices/sustainability/sp-uk-net-zero-2050-paris-aligned-esg-index/#data
https://www.spglobal.com/spdji/en/indices/sustainability/sp-uk-net-zero-2050-paris-aligned-esg-index/#overview
https://www.spglobal.com/spdji/en/documents/methodologies/methodology-sp-paris-aligned-climate-transition-pact-indices.pdf
https://markets.ft.com/data/funds/tearsheet/summary?s=LU1911611223:EUR
https://citywire.com/wealth-manager/fund/m-and-g-lux-pan-european-sustain-paris-aligned-fund-eur-a-acc/c674867
https://www.mandg.com/investments/professional-investor/en-be/insights/mandg-insights/latest-insights/2023/08/aligning-an-investment-fund-to-the-paris-agreement
https://www.rathbonesam.com/sites/rathbonesam.com/files/literature-files/global_sustainability_s_fact_sheet_12-24.pdf


4th largest holding of the Rathbone Greenbank Global Sustainability Fund, 
which invests "in companies that operate sustainably and are committed 
to helping achieve the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals." The 
FTSE All-Share Paris-aligned (PAB) Index, designed for investors seeking to 
align their portfolios "with the climate goals of the Paris Agreement," fea-
tures RELX as a top 10 holding. The Green Century MSCI International Index 
Fund portfolio of investments has an investment strategy to “invest in com-
panies that meet high ESG criteria” as it “seeks to invest in companies that 
have not driven climate change.” Its fossil fuel free investing guide notes 
that many people “do not want to support the industry and companies that 
misled the public for decades about climate change” but “many people who 
care about the environment continue to inadvertently invest in companies 
that harm our planet.” Green Century MSCI International Index Fund holds 
over $3 million U.S. in RELX stock.

SBTi, the organization to which RELX submits its "science based" climate tar-
gets, is again criticized by one of its founding instigators as being "irredeem-
ably corrupt," "flouting the science...and making a mockery of the claim to 
scientific integrity implied in its name." He rejects the “fundamental system-
ic flaws of the corporate sustainability field. After more than two decades 
of engagement in that field, I came to the realization that transformation 
efforts within the existing economic and cultural systems are doomed, as 
the self-reinforcing dynamics of these systems are too strong.”

A UN human rights report raises “businesses’ responsibilities to phase out 
fossil fuels...the main cause of climate change, and the main driver of other 
planetary crises – biodiversity loss, toxic pollution, inequalities and mass 
human rights violations... International human rights law should be further 
interpreted in the light of the best available science, which indicates that: 
Most of the world’s proven fossil fuel reserves must be left unburned…Fos-
sil fuel supply must decline by 55 per cent by 2035 on 2023 levels; Fossil 
fuel usage must decrease rapidly.” It continues: “The increasing production 
of plastics and petrochemicals is embedding dependence on fossil fuels in 
our economies…plastics and petrochemicals cause their own host of severe 
human rights impacts, worsening climate change, biodiversity loss and 
toxic pollution, and thereby compounding negative impacts on the rights to 
life, health, an adequate standard of living and a healthy environment and 
on cultural rights.” It also highlights the “evolving strategies to keep the 
public uninformed about the severity of climate change and about the role 
of fossil fuels in causing it.”

A research paper observes that greenwashing accusations are “increasingly 
being made from within the scholarly community toward major actors in 
the academic publishing industry…These initiatives are using strategies that 
go much further than critiquing and monitoring the industry on its climate 
mitigation efforts, including by taking legal action, calling out publicly what 
they see as the rampant greenwashing in the sector, and engaging in acts of 
civil disobedience, including boycotts. Mostly led by scientists, these initia-

https://research.ftserussell.com/Analytics/Factsheets/Home/DownloadSingleIssue?issueName=ASXEPAB&IsManual=false
https://www.greencentury.com/international-index-fund/
https://www.greencentury.com/investment-strategy/
https://www.greencentury.com/wp-content/uploads/Fossil-Fuel-Free-Investing-Guide-Update.pdf
https://www.greencentury.com/wp-content/uploads/GCINTIDX-SOI-12.31.24.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/billbaue_the-science-based-targets-initiative-sbti-activity-7350590012452757506-mEV7?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAEG44kBNFoD1PYQsxsbeWJYWwkTe660yto
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/billbaue_4-years-ago-today-i-submitted-a-formal-complaint-activity-7296584715233341441-YShv?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAEG44kBNFoD1PYQsxsbeWJYWwkTe660yto
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/billbaue_here-we-go-again-republican-regulators-in-activity-7356664888515010561-Xf64/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios&rcm=ACoAAAEG44kBNFoD1PYQsxsbeWJYWwkTe660yto
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/59/42
https://journals.publishing.umich.edu/jep/article/id/7096/


tives have predominantly focused on Elsevier and its parent company RELX 
as the target of their campaigns.” Another paper highlights "how corporate 
publishers attempt to actively conceal their relations with the fossil fuel 
industry through increasingly dynamic greenwashing strategies in the 
public sphere and through evolving 'greenwashing rituals' among work-
ers." The paper notes, "Elsevier representatives have detailed this prob-
lematic position: '…the IPCC and IEA (International Energy Agency) indicate 
that fossil fuels will continue to play a role in the energy mix for many years 
to come' (Martin, 2022). The IPCC and IEA, however, have been clear that 
fossil fuel exploration must halt." It observes that "as Elsevier tries to push 
re-branding a step ahead of bad press, its greenwashing practices have 
become increasingly dynamic, characterized by a mix of discursive posturing 
and occlusion" and that "despite claims that its corporate responsibility is 
'owned by our more than 33,000 people across the business,' none of RELX's 
divisions have formal, democratic mechanisms for aligning company policy 
with worker values...Elsevier sponsored spaces and actions for worker partic-
ipation in climate change mitigation introduce greenwashing strategies into 
the governance of labor."

An amended class action complaint against Cell Press, Elsevier, and RELX is 
filed in U.S. court regarding the company's greenwashing and employment 
practices. The filing includes a Spring 2022 employee report (Jan 6, 2025: 
Exhibit E) with "a table illustrating the statements and omissions in the 2021 
Corporate Responsibility investor presentation...The thoroughly researched 
RGRC publication points out statements made by Defendants to its share-
holders which materially misled investors to believe that RELX has a robust 
CSR program and implementing ESG goals to its business practice." The 
complaint observes that "a pension scheme provider included RELX in its 
Impact Plan and spotlighted it: 'RELX has demonstrated measurable impacts 
on both society and the environment. But beyond the tools it develops its 
stated purpose is that these tools are used for the benefit of the world. 
This is why it was selected for inclusion in the Impact Plan.'" The legal 
complaint, which would be dismissed in October on procedural grounds, 
again alleges that "Defendants knew or deliberately disregarded that [its] 
statements were misleading," that "the RELX Ethics Department dismissed 
[psychological safety] concerns on the false grounds that they had already 
been addressed," and that the company took disciplinary action after the 
plaintiff was warned and failed "to think about what's palatable for the 
company”—that leadership isn’t going to admit “certain things are out of 
alignment."

Pension Bee's new Climate Plan, an investment presented as being “in line 
with the Paris Agreement,” promotes that it “goes further” than simply 
investing in “companies committed to reducing their carbon emissions” by Researchers continue to warn that "expanding LNG 

capacity is unnecessary for energy security... the 
false premises of energy security and sustainable 
development in Europe keeps us trapped in a fos-
sil-centric system paradigm."

https://journals.librarypublishing.arizona.edu/jpe/article/id/6276/
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mad.273754/gov.uscourts.mad.273754.25.0.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/69019450/lyall-v-elsevier-inc/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240809003356/https:/www.pensionbee.com/uk/blog/2023/december/impact-plan-relx
https://www.pensionbee.com/uk/climate-plan
https://www.pensionbee.com/uk/pensions-explained/socially-responsible-investing/what-is-impact-investing
https://www.cell.com/cell-reports-sustainability/fulltext/S2949-7906(25)00160-0
https://www.icis.com/explore/commodities/energy/lng/


excluding “companies misaligned with UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).” Investors are informed that “the plan’s objective is to align with the 
goals of the Paris Agreement to keep the rise in global surface temperature 
well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels. Any companies who negatively 
impact or hinder the progress of environmental UN SDGs are excluded 
from the investment portfolio.” Created in partnership with State Street 
Global Advisors in response to “desire among savers to evolve how they in-
vest in line with their values,” this fund—labeled "Paris Aligned"—holds over 
14,000 shares of RELX stock.

The legal filing in opposition to RELX's motion to dismiss observes: "Defen-
dants’ arguments cut against their own defense: they argue that because 
their most egregious false statements (i.e. UN Net Zero pledge) occurred 
after Defendants’ contradictory actions were already public (e.g. support 
for climate-change-denying politicians since 2014), and that Plaintiff 
should have known better that Defendants were already lying when Plain-
tiff purchased the stocks in 2021...Defendants take the position that their 
sustainability-related statements are nothing more than aspirations and 
forward-looking, thus it would not rise to falsehood. Such an assertion is 
morally and legally troubling. Defendants made concrete and actionable 
statements about their sustainability commitments, including their pledge 
to UN’s Net-Zero campaign goals, UN Race to Zero, and more...

"By stating that it is pledging and committing to be aligned with the Net 
Zero and Sustainability Pledges while continuing to support new fossil 
fuel explorations, this mismatch of concrete statements versus actions 
forms the basis for investor fraud...Not only do Defendants’ arguments 
seek for this Court to make baseless factual inferences about the mind of 
the reasonable investor, the arguments are not even logically coherent. 
Indeed, the Net Zero and UNGC principles highlight an urgency in abso-
lutely ending promoting of fossil fuel explorations, and Defendants’ own 
representations (not the Plaintiffs’ sage opinions) have stated that it is in 
compliance with the Net Zero and UNGC policies...

"The Amended Complaint alleges that RELX knew or intentionally disregard-
ed their own misrepresentation regarding greenwashing. The Complaint 
highlights that Defendants knowingly and intentionally made commitments 
and pledges (explained in the previous section). And, between September 
2021 and April 2023, the Responsible Growth Report Committee (RGRC), led 
by the Plaintiff, repeatedly brought RELX’s greenwashing practices to the 
company’s attention...Among other reasons, the Amended Complaint alleges 
that Defendants were motivated to greenwash their operations because 
it would be beneficial to them in terms of marketing to various sectors of 

RELX's annual Corporate Responsibility reports 
make no mention regarding what RELX considers to 
be acceptable negative impacts resulting from the 
use of its products and services. 

https://www.pensionbee.com/uk/blog/2024/november/what-are-the-un-sdgs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUUqk3sTR8U&t=19s
https://www.ssga.com/uk/en_gb/institutional/mf/all-world-climate-paris-aligned-ex-fossil-fuel-index-equity-sub-fund-gb00bggk1f77
https://www.ssga.com/uk/en_gb/institutional/library-content/products/fund-docs/mf/emea/underlying-holdings/underlying-holdings-emea-en_gb-gb00bggk1f77.xlsx
https://web.archive.org/web/20240809003356/https://www.pensionbee.com/uk/blog/2023/december/impact-plan-relx


investors and consumers. See AC ¶¶ 54-59 (listing all of the ESG highlights 
the Defendants represented to investors including Net Zero to gain a “green 
stamp” to attract conscientious investors.)" 

In October 2025, the lawsuit is dismissed on procedural grounds.

A financial product containing RELX stock is mar-
keted as excluding "any companies who negatively 
impact or hinder the progress of environmental UN 
SDGs" and "in line with the Paris Agreement."

https://www.vitallaw.com/news/procedure-d-mass-termination-letter-triggered-300-day-charge-filing-deadline-not-effective-date-at-end-of-medical-leave/eld018b64c5e4d67a477d81d454ac2cf1dc9b

