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Synopsis Science is becoming increasingly interdi sciplin ary; t he widespre ad emer g ence of de dicate d interdi sciplin ary jour- 
n al s, conferences, and graduate programs reflects this trend . Int erdi sciplin ary scientific events are extrem e l y valuab le in that 
they offer o p portunities f or ca reer adva n cem ent, especially am ong ear ly career researc her s, fo r collabo ratio n beyo nd tradi tio nal 
di sciplin ary echo cha mbers, a nd f or t he cre ativ e g eneratio n o f innovati ve so l u tio ns to lo n gstandin g scientific problem s. How- 
ev er, or ganizin g such ev ents can pose unique cha l len g es due to the in ten t iona lity re quire d to me aningf ully bre ak down t he 
bar r iers t ha t separa te long-in depen dent disciplin es. In this pap er, we prop os e five ke y st rateg ies fo r o r ganizin g an d h osting 
interdi sciplin ary scientific events. The re commendat io ns o ffer ed her e app l y both to sma l l sy mposi a aiming to co ntribu te an 

interdi sciplin ary com ponen t to a lar g er ev ent and to broad interdi sciplin a ry conf eren ces h osting hun dreds or th ousan ds of 
attendees. 
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otivation 

n the 21st century, the gaps between scientific fields
ave slowly grown sma l ler, if not dis appe are d ent irely
 Porter and Rafols 2009 ; Van Noorden 2015 ). Ded-
ca ted in terdi sciplin ary journ al s [e .g., Int egrative &
om para tiv e B iology (ICB), Proce e dings of the Na-

 iona l Academy of Sciences (PNA S) Nexu s, Journ al
f the R oyal Societ y Int erface , Journa l of E xperimen-
al Biology (JEB)], conferences [e.g ., Societ y of In-
eg rat ive and Comp arat iv e B iology (S I CB), Interna-
 iona l Symposium of Adaptive Motion of A nim al s and

ac hines (AMAM), Int ernal Society o f Bio mechan-
cs (ISB), In terna t iona l Society on Systems Biology
I CS B)], and graduate programs (e.g ., Qu an tita tiv e B io-
cien ces, Biomim etics, System s B iology) hav e become
n creasingly comm on, refle ct ing the re ality t hat scien-
 dvance A ccess publication May 22, 2024 
C Th e Auth or(s) 2024. Pu blis h ed by Oxford University Press on behalf of the
o r permissio ns, plea se e-m ai l: j ourna ls.permissio ns@ou p.co m 
ists now bridge tradi tio n al di sciplines in their day-to-
ay wor k. Th e fie ld o f b iology, fo r exam ple, frequen tly

nter faces wit h fields such as co mpu tatio n, geology, ma-
 erials science , and eng ine erin g. Embracin g such inter-
e ct ions h a s empowere d biolog is ts to addres s a broader
an g e of scientific ques tions, s uch as the evol u tio n o f
n tegumen t in birds ( Maderson and Homber g er 2000 )
n d th e re const ruct ion of locomot ion in extinct di-
osaurs ( Ma na fzadeh et a l. 2024 ), whi le a lso faci litat ing

h e trans latio n o f basic r esear c h int o app lied so l u tio ns
o r real-wo rld p ro blems, s uch as more effe ct ive b i pe da l
 rosthetics fo r ampu te es ( Be ck et a l. 2017 ) an d m ore
fficient image ana lysis a lgo ri thms fo r animal co nser-
ation ( Tuia et. al 2022 ; Schulz et al. 2023 ). The trend
 owards int erdi sciplin arity h a s ev en g one so far as to
par k th e gen esis of entire ly n ew fie lds of scien ce—such
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Fig. 1. Inter disciplinary e v ents can str engthen scientists’ car eers, collaborations, and creativity. 
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as b io mec hanics, whic h fun dam enta l ly aims to bring to-
get her ide as, met hods, and t ec hniques fro m both b iol-
ogy and eng ine er ing—in tur n cat alyzing t h e em er g ence
of even f urt h er fie ld s—such a s mech anical ecology, at
the int er se ct io n o f b io mecha nics a nd ecology ( Bauer et
al. 2020 ; Wainwright and Rei l ly 1994 ). 

Al though co m plex scien tific p roblems benefit fro m
suc h int erdi sciplin ary sy nergy, achiev ing s ucces sful in-
teg rat ion betwe en o r amo ng lo ng-in depen dent disci-
plines can present s ubs tant ia l cha l len g es. Because each
fie ld com es with its own terminology, it can be chal-
len gin g to find a n effe ct ive co mmo n l angu age w ith-
out losing va luable, field-spe cific meanings of words
or phra ses ( Pi sch ke et a l. 2017 ). Finding such a com-
mon l angu age depends on the ab ili ty o f t eams t o estab-
lis h an un derstan ding of th eir s hare d go a l whi le a lso
keeping in mind their differences in b ackg round and
any addi tio nal le ar ning r equir ed t o bett er under stand
e ach ot her ( Ya rden a nd Esterma n 2008 ; Xu et al. 2015 ;
Wag ner et a l . 2019 ). Int erdi sciplin a ry tea ms m ay al so
strug gle wit h b roader, disci plin e-based differen ces in
culture , suc h as an emphasis on more the oret ica l versus
exper iment a l appro ach es or m or e r e duct ionis t vers us
holist ic appro ac hes, whic h c an complic ate con sen sus on
th e se le ct ion and ado p tio n o f s hared m eth odolog ica l
practices. 

Interdi sciplin ary scien tific even ts, ranging from
sma l l-sca le wor ks h ops to lar g e co nferences, o ffer a
de dicate d sp ace and t ime t o tac kle th ese an d re lated
cha l len g es. F or exam ple, CV4A nim al s i s an event reg-
ular ly h ost ed t o co ntribu t e t o the ann ual Com puter
Vision and Pattern Re cog nit ion conf erence, a iming
to harness big data for wi ld life conservat ion through
interdi sciplin ary col laborat ion, and this community
h a s w orked tog ether on publicatio ns hel p ing address
the l angu age gaps bet we en e colog ists and co mpu t er s
scientists ( Tuia et al. 2022 ). Some sy mposi a at the So-
ciety for In tegra tive and Com para tiv e B iology annual
me et in g hav e also w orked to encourage interdisci-
plina ry tea m-building, such as those th at h ave aimed
to unify exper iment al and t he oret ica l appro ac hes t o
com para tive b io mec hanics ( Sc hwaner et al . 2021a ;
Wh ee ler an d Chan 2023 ). Oth er s cientific e v ents hav e
ev en g one so far as to lead to new j ourna ls exp licitl y
p ro moting interdisci p linary pub lica tion. F or exam ple,
C ons erv ati on Physi ol ogy began as a spe cia l session in
the Society of Exper iment a l Biology annua l me et ing
in t he e a rly 2000s a nd, sta rt ing in 2013, g rew into an
annu al session w ith a n accompa nying interdi sciplin ary
j ourna l ( Cooke et al. 2013 ). 

We s ugges t that or ganizin g th ese kin ds of inter-
di sciplin ary scientific events h a s exception al potential
t o advance int erdi sciplin ary science, whi le a lso gen-
era l ly st ren gthenin g scient ists’ care ers, col laborat ions,
and creativ it y ( Fig . 1 ). Or ganizin g any ev ent p ro motes
career deve lopm en t by facilita tin g netw orkin g and fos-
terin g tran sfera ble m an agem ent s ki l ls ( Bridgst oc k 2009 ;
Sciortino 2018 ; Ca ma rinha-Matos et al. 2020 ). Be-
yond this base lin e, h ow ev er, interdi sciplin ary events
f urt her p ro mote collabo ratio n by b rin gin g tog ether re-
searc her s w ho mig ht not otherwise interact. In doing
s o, the y create an explicit space for the cross-pol linat ion
o f ideas, o ften resul ting in reci p rocal ill uminatio n—
wh eth er sought or serendipitous—between or among
t radit iona l fie lds ( Darbe l lay et a l. 2014 ). B y forcin g
scientists outside of th eir fie ld-spe cific e c ho c hamber s
( Kim et al . 2017 ), int erdi sciplin ary scientific events en-
courage increased ris k-taking, inn ovation, an d creative
thinking ( Patt er so n 1986 ; Mo irano et a l. 2020 ), u lt i-
mate ly acce lerating th e pace an d expan ding th e h ori-
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o ns o f s cientific dis covery ( Wuc hty et al . 2007 ; Chen
t al. 2009 ). 

ive key strategies 

it h t he go a l of h e l p ing th ose m ot ivate d to cont ribute
o advancing interdi sciplin ary scien ce, h ere we outline
ve key st rateg ies fo r o r ganizin g a s ucces sful interdisci-
linary scientific event: 

� Strate gy 1 - Div ide l abor w it h a diverse dre am te am
� Strategy 2 - See k fun ding bro ad ly to bring disci-

plin es togeth er 
� Strategy 3 - Build an inclusive and accessible event 
� Strategy 4 - Comm unica te e arly, of ten, and bro ad ly
� Strategy 5 - Acti vel y coor dinate cr oss-di sciplin ary

col laborat ion 

These s ugges tio ns are no nexh au stive a nd a r e str ongly
haped by our own experiences co ntribu ting to the or-
anizatio n o f s cientific e v ents ran gin g from sma l l sym-
osi a (e.g ., reg iona l me et ings of the Society for Integra-
 ive and Comp arat iv e B iology Division s of Vert ebrat e

orp ho logy a nd Compa rativ e B iomec hanics) t o lar g e
onferences (e.g ., sy mposi a a t the ann u al Societ y for In-
eg rat ive and Comp arat iv e B iology annual meeting or
o ngresses o f t he Inter n ation al Society for Vert ebrat e
orp ho logy). 

trategy 1 - Divide labor with a diverse dream 

eam 

hen planning and exe cut ing an event, the first—and
r gua b l y most im portan t—step is to assemble a team.

hen assembling your o rganizatio nal “dream team,”
 e sugg est that you: 

� Ta rget inte rdisci plina ri ty from day zero - A suc-
cessf ul te a m f or a n interdi sciplin ary event wi l l,
its elf, be interdis ciplinary. Be y ond tar g etin g the
academic disciplines you hope to unite through
y our ev ent, also con sider brin gin g on members
fro m no nacademic b ackg rounds, espe cia l ly if a sec-
ondary go a l of your event is to offer diverse pro-
fessio nal develop ment o p po rtuni ties fo r ea rly ca reer
attendees. 

� Brin g aboar d scien tis ts y ou trus t and res pect -
Effe ct iv e teamw ork is founded on trust and re-
s pect. When as sembling a grou p o f o rganizers,
thin k about col leagues y ou w ou ld a lso enj oy work-
ing with in the future, because w orkin g tog ether on
an event can lay a foundation for future collabo-
ration. It is important to note that you might not
know y our co-or ga nizers bef oreha nd . Reac hing be-
y ond y our ow n circles w i l l h e lp y ou escape y our pre-
viousl y estab lis h e d e c ho c hamber s and widen the
interdi sciplin ary go a l’s reach. 

� Divi d e labor fairly and clearly - Balance members’
roles on your team, making sure not to burden any
on e m ember wit h an unre a son a ble w o rkload. Co n-
sider t eam member s’ career s ta ges an d oth er com-
mi tments beyo nd event o rganizatio n. Transparent
descri ptio ns o f r oles ensur e that ev ery one is aware
of their responsibi lit ies an d h e lp to avoid unneces-
sary tensio n. Wi th an interdisci plina ry tea m, it is
p art icu larly im portan t to ensure that the terminol-
ogy used to describe roles and go a l s i s e qua l ly ac-
cessible to members from a l l include d fields. 

� Be kin d. Life h ap pens - Acknowledg e that y our
t eam member s a re huma n. To p reserve co n tin uity
in ev ent plannin g, en sure tasks rely o n mo re than
o ne perso n in case anyo ne h a s t o take a t emporary
or permanent step back from t he te am. If you ne e d
to fil l the ro le, loo k to a discip lin e similar to th e
t eammat e wh o n e e de d t o st ep a wa y, such as a t raine e
in that indiv idu al’s l a b, to en sure t he te am’s inter-
di sciplin arity rem ain s intact. As or ganizers, hav-
ing a n effe ct ive comm unica tion pl an w ith regul ar
c hec k-in s amon g members can help ev ery one stay
informed. 

� Err on the si d e of inc lu s ivit y - Strive to provide op-
po rtuni ties fo r anyo ne int erest ed in being invo l ved
in or ganizin g y our ev en t. En th u sia st ic pe ople who
believe in an event’s mi ssion m ake the best and most
reliable team members, r egar dless of their career
s ta ge. 

trategy 2 - Seek funding broadly to bring 

isciplines to g ether 

h e m ost comm on con crete bar r ier to event planning
 s funding. Thi s i s p art icu larly t rue o f interdisci plinary
ven ts, beca use they often hope to a ttract scien tists who
r e alr eady co mmi tt ed t o att en ding m o re tradi tio nal
vents wit hin t h eir own fie lds. Wh en see kin g ev ent
undin g, w e sugg est that you: 
� Tak e advanta ge of high-r anking te a m me m be rs -

Cert ain f undin g ag en cies, such as th e US-b ase d Na-
t iona l Scien ce Foun datio n (NS F) and Natio nal In-
sti tu tes o f Heal th (NIH), r equir e personn e l leading
a grant to be at or a bov e a certa in ca reer s ta ge. As
a resu lt, delegat ing g rant writ in g to y our highest-
ra nking tea m members m ay m aximize the number
of funding o p portunities accessible to you. 

� Hos t y our ev e nt as pa rt of a n exist ing eve nt -
To minimize r equir ed funding a nd ga in a ssi stance
w ith nav igating c ash flow (i .e ., payments, reim-
bursem ent), n est your event within a lar g er, existin g
event (e.g., an annual meeting of your p ro fessio nal
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societ y). This c an also simplify the log ist ics o f roo m
reserva tions, a tten dan ce, reg ist rat ion, and c atering .
Many p ro fessio na l societ ies are open t o suc h initia-
tives if int erest ed member s are wi l ling to spear h ead
the planning and exe cut ion—reach out to a society’s
exe cut ive officer s t o in quire an d le ar n more, mak-
ing sure to inquire about how this might a ffect your
tim e lin e an d policies. 

� Look to ind ust ry spo nso rs - Reaching out to po-
tent ia l indust ry spo nso rs wi l l test y our a b ili ty to
comm unica te why your even t ma tt er s. If s ucces s-
fu l, a p art n ers hi p wi th an ind us try s po nso r can be
mutua l ly beneficia l, offer ing t he spo nso r visib ili ty
amon g y our p art icip ants whi le offerin g y ou a po-
tent ia l long-term funding source for your init iat ive.

� Get creative with funding sch em es - Each funding
o rganizatio n h a s limi tatio ns o n what t heir f unds can
be used for, so think creati vel y when budget plan-
ning. F or exam ple, so me o rganizatio ns wi l l on ly a l-
low funding to be used for compet it ions or awards,
or wi l l on ly support attende es from certain geo-
gra phic loca tio ns. Therefo re, re ad f under r equir e-
ments carefu l l y and di v ersify y our fundin g sources,
ta pping in to the a p pro priate p o ol o f mo ney fo r each
budget line it em. Researc hing funding tim e lin es is
crit ica l when planning because the review and re-
war d pr ocess for funding schemes can take any-
wher e fr om a few wee ks to m ore t han a ye ar. 

� Focu s limited f un ding on th o se m o st in n e e d -
When you do not have sufficient finances to reim-
burse a l l attende es to t he s a me a mount or cover a l l
trav el expen ses, focus o n su ppo rting th ose wh o can
only attend the event if they are offered funding,
such as early car eer r esear c her s (ECRs) and those
from low-GDP countries. This approach h e lps to
leve l th e pl ay ing field and provides more e qua l op-
po rtuni ties fo r potent ia l attende es to p art icip at e . 

Strategy 3 - Build an inclusive and accessible 

event 

Interdi sciplin ary scientific events wi l l, by definit ion,
draw p art icip ants from diverse fields but s h ou ld a lso
strive to embrace other axes of diversity and to empower
scientists of diverse ident it ies to p art icip ate e qua l ly
( Arm stron g 2015 ; Nielsen et a l. 2017 ; C ha lmers et al.
2023 ; McClurg 2024 ; Freema n a nd Hua ng 2014 ). To
p ro m ote th e in cl usivi ty an d accessi b ili ty o f y our ev ent,
w e sugg est that you: 

� Up ho ld a code o f co nduct - Codes of conduct al-
low you to comm unica te a clear set of shared values
for en gag ement with y our ev ent. Make sure to hav e
an actionable plan in place for m an aging any vio-
latio ns, p referab l y invo l ving th e senior-m ost m em-
bers of your organization team. 

� Create spaces for diverse i d entiti es - Wh en see k-
ing t o accommodat e an d ce lebrate th e wide spec-
trum of int er secting identi ties o f your attendees,
con sider creatin g both physical s paces—s uch as
quiet rooms for neurodiv er g ent p art icip a nts a nd
gen der-in cl usive bathroo ms—and socia l sp aces—
such as alco ho l-free events and ident ity-b ase d
affini ty-grou p socials—d urin g plannin g. 

� Ac c ommodate pa re nts a nd fa milies - Scientific
ev ents hav e increasin gly begun providin g childcare
a nd/or pa r ents’ r oom o p tions to support their at-
tendees with y oun g fa milies ( Schwa ner et al. 2020 ).
Comm unica te early with your attendees about any
such o p t ions, their avai lable h ours, an d th eir asso-
ciate d costs—whi le st riving to s ubsidize cos ts to the
great est ext ent possible . 

� Virtual ele me n ts incr ease ac c ess ibilit y - Th e
COVID-19 pandemic underscored the extent to
which v irtu al conferen ce e lem ents, wh en we ll-
exe cute d, can incre ase t he accessib ili ty o f scien-
tific ev ents ( Sara b i pour et al. 2021 ; Wu et al. 2022 ;
C ha lmers et a l. 2023 ). Explor e synchr onous vir-
tual o p tions to maximize off-site accessibility, or
co nsider hyb rid/asynchro nous co mpo nents in cases
where this is log ist ica l l y impossib le. 

� Sho w ca se inc lu s iv e initiativ es - Exp licitl y inform
atten dees about th e steps y ou are takin g to p ro mote
incl usivi ty an d accessi b ili ty at your event. Not only
wi l l this enable them to take fu l l advantage of these
init iat ives, it wi l l a lso h e l p to sp re ad t he w ord a bout
t he import ance of con siderin g these fact or s in plan-
ning scientific events. 

Strategy 4 - Communicate early, often, and 

broadly 

Comm unica tion is the foundation of s ucces sful event
exe cut ion ( Hackman and Johnson 2013 ), and in inter-
di sciplin ary contexts, r equir es especi ally c a reful f ore-
thought. We s ugges t that you: 

� Create a w ebs ite - We s trongly encoura ge using a
we bsite a s the face of y our ev ent an d th e cent ra l
cle ar inghouse for a l l officia l updates. We encourage
p osting up dates on so cia l me dia, as wel l, bu t cau tio n
a gains t using it as a p rimary co mm unica tion aven ue
be cause on ly some potent ia l attende es use or che ck
it regul arly. R emember to give more than one orga-
nizer edi to rial access to ensure thi s we bsite always
reflects the latest logistical info rmatio n, incl uding
any las t-minute abs t ract dead line exten sion s o r p ro-
gra mming cha nges. 
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� Adve rt ise across disciplines - Ann oun ce your
event as early as p ossible—b oth to recruit orga-
nizer s and att ende es. Use creat ive co mb inatio ns o f
wo rd-o f-mou th and direct em ail s to colleagues, so-
cia l me dia plat f orms, a nd society w ebpag es and
field-s pecific lis tservs acros s a l l tar g et disciplines,
to spread the word . Not e that int erest ed individu-
als might then try to reach out to yo u thro ugh a l l
of thes e avenues, s o make sure your team mo ni to rs
th em regular ly. 

� M ake yo urself ac c essi b l e - Make cle ar in a l l adver-
tisem ents about th e event an d o n i ts websi te how
best to contact you—an d th en ensure that a mem-
b er or memb ers o f the o rganizatio n team is/are pre-
p are d to respond prom ptly. F or exam ple, a cen t ra l
email addr ess cr e ated for t he event can be cre ated
to enable au to matic fo rwarding to a l l organizers. 

� Email a lot (but not too much) - While this sounds
lik e a n impossi ble tas k, an d op inio ns o n the app ro-
priate b a lance wi l l vary, you must strive to keep your
p art icip an ts upda ted wi thou t overwh e lming th em.
Stat e c lea rly a nd concisely at the top of each email
why you are sending it an d wh eth er any action is
necessary. 

� Solici t—a n d th en act on—fe e dback - Fe e db ack
is a n incompa rab l y power f ul t ool t o as ses s what
w ent w e ll an d what can be imp roved u po n fo r
future events. At a minimum, ele ct ronica l ly dis-
tribute a survey that a l lows attende es to anony-
m ous ly s hare th eir th oughts after the event. Meet as
a n orga nizing tea m f or a n event “postmortem” a nd
di scu ss the respon ses, identifyin g a reas f or future
im provemen t. 

trategy 5 - Actively coordinate 

ross-disciplinary collaboration 

are ers, col laborat ion, and creat iv it y c an be strength-
ned by interdi sciplin ary scientific events, but only
h en th e event is t ru l y interdiscip linary. In ten t iona l in-

erdi sciplin ary in teractions m ust be a co mmo n th em e
xten ding through out th e event, n ot a single art ificia l
 om ent. To achieve this out come , we s ugges t that you:
� Progra m wi th inte nt ion - Event programming

seeking to put into co nversatio n p ersp e ct ives across
fields wi l l ta ke t ime, effort, and caref ul t hought.
Avo id p ro mot ing exist ing e c ho c hamber s, whic h
r esult fr om t aking t he “e asy way ou t” wi th insu-
lar m on odi sciplin ary or m on o-PI (a sing le fac ulty
member is a senior author on a l l ta l ks) sessions. In
a l l li keli ho o d, ta l k or poster sessions cannot be fu l ly
pla nned bef or e having r e ceive d most or a l l confer-
en ce su b missio n s; in st ead , they r equir e indiv idu al-
ize d considerat ion of the spe cific proj e cts submit-
t ed . Diver sify th e fie lds of t raining capture d, spe cies
r epr esent ed , an d m eth od s u sed in each session to
f urt her foster cross-cutting conne ct ion s amon g ses-
sio n p resent er s. 

� Create form al an d inform al spaces for n et w ork-
in g - Netw orkin g plays a vital role in the suc-
cess an d deve lopm ent of ECRs ( Su bra ma nia n 2020 ),
and faci litat in g netw orkin g at an interdi sciplin ary
event wi l l p ro mote cross-disci p linary co l laborat ion.
Creat e a diver si ty o f netwo rkin g ev ents, ran gin g
fro m info rma l socia ls to forma l p an e ls o r wo rk-
s h ops, t o creat e spaces f or a ra n g e o f perso nali ty
types. It is im portan t to give time for attendees to
conn ect, an d length en ed informal events are a great
way to do this, such as lon g er coffee bre aks, lengt hy
l unch b reaks, and so o n. 

� Featur e str on g comm unicators - If your event in-
cludes plenary lectures, in addition to sta nda rd
co nsideratio ns o f diversi ty, focus o n invi ting in-
div idu als who ar e str ong science comm unica t or s
and exp licitl y commit in advance to cutting across
field-specific jar g on. These might be scientists who
already en gag e in interdi sciplin ary work, scien-
tists who are int erest e d in forg ing th ese conn ec-
tio ns fo r th e first tim e, or in div idu als fro m ou tside
ac ademi a who have a stake in the event focus, such
as zo okeep ers o r ind ust ry p art ners. 

� Consi d e r eve n t o utp uts - To increase the long-
term impact of your event (and to satisfy the
r equir ements o f so me funding sources), think
ab out p otent ia l co ncrete ou tpu ts. Examples in-
cl ude co mment ar ies around t he p art icu l ar t ype
of ev ent y ou or ganized (e.g., B rown et al. 2023 )
o r fo rward-looking m anu scripts summ arizing key
t ake a wa ys (e .g., Sc hwaner et al . 2021b ). Even a more
informal blog post hig hlig htin g lesson s le ar ned
fr om inter di sciplin a ry interaction ca n broaden
t he re ach of y our ev ent (e.g., Neer gaard et al.
2023 ). 

� S uppo rt a lo ng-term co mmunity - After the con-
cl usio n o f y our ev ent, provide a mean s f or pa rtic-
i pants to co ntinue to co nn ect in th e future, build-
ing from new col laborat ions. One s ucces sful ex-
ample of such a community is the AI for Con-
servation S lac k workspace ( ht t ps://be erys.g ithub.
io/#slack; Beery 2024 ), but other options include
an on g oin g series of v irtu a l fol low-ups advert ise d
thro ugh yo ur ev ent w ebpag e. 

inal thoughts 

n our own exper ience, contr ibuting to the organi-
atio n o f interdisci plinary s cientific e vents h a s been
xtrem e l y enjoyab le, broaden ed th e h o rizo ns o f our

https://beerys.github.io/#slack;
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scientific wor k, an d offered us o p po rtuni ties to
strengthen our ow n c are ers, col laborat ions, and cre-
ativ it y. We have offered s e veral points to h e lp organizers
get start ed , bu t p rospe ct iv e or ganizers may face con-
strain ts when im plemen ting our s ugges tions, and we
acknowledge that these s ugges t ions re quire t rade-offs.
F or exam ple, movin g ev ents to o ffsi te ven ues migh t save
m on ey but may create travel or sa f ety is s ues for people
of specific demographics or abi lit ies. Li ke wis e, creating
a conferen ce wh ere v irtu a l attende es are en gag ed can
ta ke addit iona l funding for an intern et conn e ct ion and
volunt eer s t o h e l p keep o nline partici pants en gag ed.
Neverth e less, we h ope th e info rmatio n and st rateg ies
offer ed her e en courage an d empower oth er scientists—
p art icu lar ly oth er ECRs—t o organize int erdi sciplin ary
s cientific e vents, f urt h er advan cing interdi sciplin ary
in quiry an d creat ing sp aces for the pursui t o f n ew an d
ex citin g scientific questions. 
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