
We are pilgrims of hope who wish to 
share the hope of Jesus Christ with 
others. I invite you to help shape the 
future of the Church for the 
Archdiocese.

The mission today, for tomorrow, needs 
realistic and forward-looking structures 
because people have moved, the cost 
of maintaining too many buildings is 
prohibitive and the number of clergy 
has reduced. 

We need the means that help us 
proclaim Jesus Christ to all people and 
help them to participate in the life and  
mission of the Church. This is the 
calling of all the baptised. 

Our hope in Jesus Christ, our culture of 
vocation, and our participation in the 
life of the Church will then foster faith in 
the family, attract more people to serve 
the Church as priests and religious, and 
enable all members of the Church to 
proclaim Jesus to the world and serve 
others through faith in action.

Archbishop John Sherrington, April 2025 

Questions for your reflection: 

What stands out for (or excites)  
  you in what the Archbishop said?

What ideas for the future come to 
  the forefront of your mind? 

What worries you as you imagine  
  the future? 

Our shared mission 

Like the first Christians, we are called not 
just to maintain what we have, but to grow 
as a missionary Church. Jesus asks us to 
‘go and make disciples’ (Matthew 28:19) 
and calls for all the baptised, not just 
priests, to be part of His mission. 

Together, we are invited to be a Church 
that reaches out, a Church that listens and 
includes, a Church where everyone has a 
part to play.  
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Invitation to participate 

This summary is offered for prayerful 
reflection, discussion & consultation.
Your insights, concerns, and hopes 
are essential as we discern the best 
way forward together. 

Methods of consultation: 

Over the next few months your parish 
will be organising a number of ways 
to discern and consult on the two 
proposals. This process is your 
opportunity to pray about these 
proposals and have your say. 

Prayer

God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
as we share together in the life 
of our parish family, we ask 
you:

Lead us onwards, on the 
journey of discovering your 
dream for us;

Lead us outwards, in love and 
solidarity, cherishing each 
other and every other; 

Lead us upwards, to  
experience more intensely  
your inexpressible life; 

Lead us inwards, deeper into 
the mystery of what you have 
created us to be. 

Open meetings held in your 
parish/schools (which will offer 
opportunities to listen to one 
another and discuss)

Email response directly to the 
Archdiocese at pds@rcaol.org.uk

Online form - you can respond to 
the proposals using the QR code 
or link

CLOSING DATE: 
20th September 2026

https://bit.ly/4tavFjz

Response boxes in your church 
for paper replies

Christ 
shared in 

our humanity

Christ unites 
us to himself 

and each 
other at 

Mass

Christ died 
and rose in 
love for all

Christ shares 
his mission 
with all the 
baptised
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In response to the archdiocese’s 
pastoral plan, our deanery has 
been looking at how we can better:

• share the Good News of Jesus Christ
• reach out to those who feel distant from  
 the Church, especially those on the  
 margins of society 
• support our priests and parish   
 volunteers better, especially in a time 
 of declining clergy and parishioner   
 numbers

• bring the voices and ideas of our young  
 people into the discussions and   
 decisions about our local mission
• use our individual gifts, buildings, and  
 resources to strengthen the Church’s  
 local mission today and beyond

Two mutually-reinforcing proposals for the 
renewal of our deanery are presented for 
discernment. Together, they reflect a 
Church that is missionary in the spirit of 
the Gospel, faithful in stewardship and 
structure, and synodal in practice. 

What will be 
needed for these 
proposals to be 
implemented?

North Parish Central Parish South Parish

Parishes

St Helen’s
St Joseph’s 
St Mary’s

St William of York

St Oscar Romero
St Peter and St Paul

St James’
St Francis de Sales

St Monica’s

Current No. 
of churches 4 3 3

Current No. of PPs 2 2 2 (inc. 1 SDB)

Projected No. of PPs 1 1 2 (inc. 1 SDB)

St Francis 
de Sales

St Monica
St James

Our Lady Star of the Sea

St Edmund of
Canterbury

St Peter & Paul
St Joseph

St Helen

St Mary

St William of York

CROSBY

Sefton 
Coast South 
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