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Dear Headteacher and Chair of Governors

Admissions for 2028/2029

As you know, we endeavoured to co-ordinate a full consultation for all schools across the archdiocese of admission policies for 2027/2028 using the guidance received from the Catholic Education Service (CES).  This consultation was necessary due to the material changes proposed to the standard admissions policy for the Archdiocese of Liverpool following guidance received from the CES.

In line with the Admissions Code 2021School admissions code - GOV.UK it is a requirement that the admissions authorities (governing boards in voluntary aided schools and Trust boards in Multi academy Trusts) undertake their own consultation.  This cannot be undertaken by the archdiocese on behalf of schools.   

Many admission authorities have successfully consulted on the updated policies and now have them in place. Some, however, have not completed this to date. We would therefore invite those schools/ Trust Boards to engage in a formal consultation to ensure that all are now using the version of the policy as recommended.

Formal Consultation
We have prepared a separate letter to expand further on the process of consultation including reference to the Admissions Code 2021, time frames and explanation of the process.

We have also provided support to leaders, governors and school business managers at recent cluster meetings across the archdiocese.

Admissions Policy 2028 29
We have a copy of the updated policy for each school which details:
· Published admission number (PAN)
· Affiliated parishes
· Affiliated partner primary schools (for high school policies)
Please contact the office if you need a copy.
Admission authorities should check these for accuracy before going out to formal consultation at a full governing body meeting (including any school specific information eg School Contact).

Published Admission Number Reduction
For those considering a reduction in PAN, the approval of the Director (on behalf of the Archbishop) must be secured before engaging further. This can be done through Michael Boland – address below.

We have a number of pro formas and checklists to support the process which can be shared directly with admission authorities. A formal consultation process is required in any reduction of PAN.

The formal consultation (for both policies and PAN reduction) should last for 6 weeks and must take place between 1 October and 31 January 2027.

Schools not Requiring Formal Consultation
For those schools who have consulted previously, there will still be a requirement to determine the policy, even if it remains the same. We would ask admission authorities to change dates and to update any school information accordingly.

Determination of the final policy must take place before 28 February each year.
The final policy must be published by 15 March each year – we would be grateful for a copy from each admission authority as they are published each year.
 
I would like to thank both you and the governors for your time and attention in these matters.

Kind regards

Michael Boland
Diocesan Schools Officer
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