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H E R I T A G E  C O L L E G E  K N O X

Thank y ou for  conside r ing Heritag e  Co l l eg e K no x  f o r  y our  c hi l d .

The  quest io ns  you may be asking a t  this  t im e a r e :  w hat  c a n you  e xpe ct  f r om
a Her itage  e ducat ion,  and wi l l  t ha t  sui t  y o ur  c hi l d ?  W e  c an he lp  y ou  w ith  t h e
f i r st  que st ion,  bu t  the  choice  o f  se tt ing  for  e ve r y  c hi ld  is  ve r y  m u ch a
per son al  and f amily  ma tter .

At  Her itage we  of fer  a  Chr ist ian e nv ir onme nt  w it h  God a t  the  c e n tr e  of  e ve ry
day.  We  ex pe c t  students  to  ho no ur  Go d  a nd  J e s us  Chr ist ,  an d w e  of f e r  a
plac e  of  e ducat io n ,  respect  and sup p o rt  where  t hey  are  f re e  t o  t al k  abou t
the ir  be l iefs  and va lues  with  the ir  p ee rs .
 
As  a  c ommuni ty  we str iv e  for  e x c el l e nc e ,  no t  j us t  in  m ar k s,  b u t  a ls o  in
c har ac ter  –  i n  generosity ,  k indness ,  c o ur age ,  i nte g r i t y ,  p e r s is te nc e ,  h on e sty.

We  pr ide  o urse lv e s  on providing a  s up p or t iv e  le a r ni ng  e nv ir onm e n t  w her e
c hi ldren o f  a l l  abi l i t ies ,  ta len ts  a nd  i nt e r est s  c a n f ind  the ir  plac e .  

The  aim o f  this  publ icat ion is  to  int r o d uc e y o u t o  se c o ndary  sc h ool  (Ye ar s  5-
12)  at  He r i tage  Col le ge Knox .  Thr o ug h i ts  pa g es  we  of fe r  y ou  a  sn aps h ot  of
eac h y e ar  and then provide  a  m o re  de ta i le d  l o ok a t  t he  c o ur se s  w e  of fe r .  

We  we lcome  your  f ur ther  que s t io ns  a nd  e nquir i es  r ega r d in g a  He r i tage
educ at ion.

Miss  Maure e n Theoba ld
Pr incipal

Maureen Theobald

WELCOME 
From the Principal

PAGE 5



WELLBEING
Pastoral Care

At  H e r it a ge  Col l e g e Knox ,  our  s t ud e nt s  r e ce i v e  p a s tor al  su ppor t  and
i ndiv idua l i s e d mento r ing ,  a s  w el l  a s  a c a de mi c  adv i c e ,  f r o m  e x pe r i e n ced
pr of e s s i ona ls ,  a s  we  pr e pa r e  the s e y oung adul t s  f or  the ir  f ut ur e .  

Our  de d ic a t e d We l lbe i ng  Coor di nat o r  is  av a i l a b l e  o n a  r e g u la r  b as i s  f or
a ddi t iona l  e nc our a g e ment  a nd sup p o r t  as  st ud ent s  n a v iga t e  th e  s e c on da ry
y e a r s  of  s t udy .  

An atmosphere of positivity assists every student to

make informed decisions regarding their future.
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St ude nt s  w ho r e qui r e  e x t r a  s u p p o r t  ar e  w i t hd r a wn  f r om  o n e  s u bje c t  an d
pr ov i de d wi t h  Hom e wo r k  S upp or t  dur i ng  s c ho ol  hour s .  

Ex pe r i e nc e d  M aths  a n d En g l is h  t e ac he r s  a re  a va i l a b le  at  t his  t i m e  to  as s is t
s t ude nts ,  pr o v iding  e s s e nt i a l  i nt e r ve nt i o n  i n  t he ir  s t udi e s.  

This  pr ogr a m oper a te s  t o  s uppo r t  s t ud e nts  wi th  t he ir  n o rm a l  h om e w or k  b u t
doe s  not  r e mov e th e  ne e d f o r  h o m e w o r k t o  b e  c om p le t ed a t  hom e .  

Enhancement

Our  Ta i lor e d L e a r n in g  p r og r a m  s up p o r t s  st ud e nt s  to  ex t e nd th e i r  w or k
be y ond t he i r  y e a r  g r oup.  W i t h  s p e ci a l i sed t e a c hi ng  st a f f  wh o c an h arn e s s
a nd e nc our a ge  de dica t e d m i n d s ,  w e  pro v ide  our  s t ude nt s  wi th  th e  s pace  and
s uppor t  r e qui r e d to  e x c e l .  

Homework Support



S E E K I N G  W I S D O M  A N D  K N O W L E D G E

MIDDLE SCHOOL AT
HERITAGE

Heritage Model - Years 5-8

We  g r oup t he s e  y e ar s  be ca us e  i t  e n a bl e s  us  to  b et t e r
me e t  t he  ne e ds  of  s t ude nt s  in  t his  a g e  g r o up.  T he se
y e a r s  r e pr e se nt  a  t ime of  s ig ni f ic a nt  c ha ng e  i n  a  young
pe r s on’ s  l i f e .  The y  e nte r  t he s e  y e a r s  a s  a  c hi l d  and
l e a v e  r e a dy  t o  s t a r t  th e  j our ne y i nt o  a d ul t hood.

The i r  wor ld  is  be c o min g  a  mor e  compl e x  a nd,  a t  t ime s ,
c onf us ing  pla c e .  Phy s ic a l ly ,  we  k now  t ha t  t hes e a r e  t he
y e a r s  whe r e  pu be r ty  b e g ins .  Ev e n mor e  impor t a n t ly ,
t houg h,  t he se  ye a r s  r e pr e s e n t  t he ir  f i r s t  st e p s  t ow a r d s
s oc i a l ,  e mot i ona l  a nd s pi r i tu a l  inde p end e nc e .

At  He r it a g e ,  our  middle  s c hoo l  mo d e l  is  s et  up  t o
t r a ns it i on stude nts  t hr ou g h th i s  st ag e  of  t he ir  l iv e s  i n
a  he a l thy  a nd s uppo r t iv e  e nv ir on m en t  t ha t  i s  t he  b a s i s
on whi c h t he  s e n io r  y e a r s  a r e  bui l t .

Ta i l or e d pa st or a l  c a r e  pr og r a m s  suc h a s  ‘be i ng  a
f r i e nd’ ,  ‘ le a r ning  a bo ut  le a r nin g ’ ,  ‘ he a l t h  a n d  s l ee p ’
‘ t hr i v ing  i n  t he  r e a l  a nd v ir t ua l  worl d’ ,  a nd ‘c y b e r
s e c ur i t y ’  pr ov i de  l i f e long  s k i l ls  t ha t  run a l o ng s ide  t he
ne e d f or  inc r e a s ing  de pth in  the ir  a c a d e mi c  st ud ie s.
The  pr og r ams  are  de s ig ne d a nd  l e d b y  c a r ing and
s uppor t i v e  adults  to  he lp  t he s e  y o ung  p e o p l e
unde r s t a nd and ma n a g e the  c han ge s  the y  a r e
e x pe r i e nc ing .

Middl e  s c hool  a t  He r ita g e  i s  ful l  of  r i c h  and  var i ed
e x pe r i e nc e s  th a t  pr ov ide  a  s mo o the r  tr ansi t io n
t hr oug h the s e  y ea r s  a nd a  s o l id  f oun d a t ion fo r  t he
s e ni or  y e a r s .  



SNAPSHOT OF YEARS 5-6
Middle School - Years 5-8

I n  Y e a r  5 ,  s t ude nts  a r e  in tro duc e d t o  M i d dl e  S cho o l .  T his  t r an s i t i on s t ar ts  in
Te r m 4  of  Y e a r  4  whe n t he y  jo i n  t he  Y ea rs  5 - 6  st ude n t s  on  th e  Explor e
V ic t or ia  c amp.  With  a  s l i g ht  c ha ng e of  uni f orm,  the y  al s o  st a r t  Ye ar  5  w i th  a
c a mp t o  g e t  t o  k now ne w stude nts  and  st r eng the n ol d  f r ie nd s hi ps .

Y e a r s  5  a nd 6  a t  He r it a g e  is  a  t i me  f o r  ta k i ng  on m o r e  r es p ons i bi l i ty  a nd
de v e lopi ng  inde pe nde nc e,  a s  st ude nt s  ar e  int roduc e d t o  a  w i de r  v ar i e ty  of
s ubj e c t s  wi th  mor e  s pe c ia l is t  te a che r s.  T his  p r o v ide s  s tude n ts  w i th  gr e a te r
de pt h a nd l e v e l s  of  c ha l le ng e  in  t he ir  st udi e s .

Al ong  wi t h  the ir  s tu die s ,  they  ha ve  a  r a ng e  o f  o t he r  c urr i c ular  an d e xtr a-
c ur r i c ul a r  o ppo r tuni t ie s  in  are a s  s uch as  d e v e l o p ing  le a de r shi p,  fu ndra i s ing,
c ommuni ty  s e r v ic e ,  int e r s c h o ol  s p o r t ,  m us i c  pe r f o r m a nc e ,  p r obl e m - solvin g,
c ompe t i t i ons ,  i nc ur s io n s ,  e x c ur s i o ns  a n d e ve n sno r ke l l in g!

One  of  t he  most  r e wa r ding  pa r ts  o f  Y ea r s  5 -6  i s  g ro w ing  re l a t i on s h i ps  ac r os s
t he  s c hool ,  with  buddie s  in  Gra d e  1  a n d m e nt o r s  f r om  Ye ar  9 .  T h e s e
c onne c t i ons  r e ma in in  pla c e  a l l  t hroug h t he  Mi d d l e  Sc ho o l ,  of fe r i n g st u den ts
a  unique  e x pe r ienc e  as  a  s up p o r t  f or  t he i r  y ounge r  bud dy  an d h av i ng
s ome one  t o  a s k  f or  a dv ic e  in  th e ir  m ent or .

Y e a r s  5  a nd 6  a r e  f ul l  o f  f a nt a s t i c  opport unit i e s  j us t  w a it in g  f or  ou r  st u de n ts
a s  t he y  la unc h i nto  this  s ta g e  of  the ir  l i v e s .  
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SNAPSHOT OF YEAR 7
Y e a r  7  i s  a l wa y s  a  spe c i al  yea r  a s  s t udents
m o v e  i nto  t he sec o nda r y  w o r ld  of
t im e t a bl e s,  ho me wo r k ,  l o c k e r s  a nd
l e a r ni n g  a  br as s  i ns t r ume nt.  

T he  y e ar  s ta r t s  w i t h  a  c a mp  in  the  f i r s t
we e k,  e na bl i n g  s t u de nts  t o  ge t  t o  know
e a c h  ot h e r  i n  a  r e l ax e d atmospher e  wi t h
f un  a c t i v i t i e s  an d t ea mw o r k  c h al l eng e s.

A f t e r  c a mp,  s t u de n t s  b e g in  t he i r  a c ad emic
s t ud y .  At  Y e ar  7 ,  t he ir  stu di e s  f o c us  o n the
m a j or  dis c i pl i ne s  of  hu m a n kn o wle d ge  a n d
t h e  s k i l l s  t h a t  u nde r pin  t he m .  Thi s  mea ns
wor k i ng  a s  a  w r ite r  in  En g l i s h,  a  sc ient i st
in  Sc i e n c e ,  a  h i s tor ian  i n  Hi s tor y,  a n ar t i st
in  Ar t ,  a nd s o  o n.  E a ch  area  i s  s t ud ie d as  a
s e pa r a t e  subj e c t ,  le d  by  tea che r s  who a re
e x pe r ts  i n  t h e i r  a r e a  a n d s ha r e  t he ir  de pt h
of  k n o w le dge  a n d l ov e  o f  t he  s ub j e c t  in  t he
c l a s s r oom.

Out s i d e  t he  c l a s s r o om ,  s t u d e nt s  ca n be
inv ol v e d  with  Hous e a nd I nte rs c hoo l  sport ,
P r od u c t i on,  De ba ti n g,  C hes s  Cl ub,  M a t hs
c ha l l e n g e s  a nd compe t it ion s,  wri t i ng
c om p e ti t i o ns  or  t h e  s tuden t  r e p r e se nt a t iv e
c oun c i l ,  t o  n am e  j u s t  a  few.  F in al l y ,  a fter
t h e  Br a ss  Concer t  a nd t he  e n d  of  yea r
e x a m s ,  s t ude n ts  h e ad ou t  for  a  sec o n d
c a m p t o  c e le bra t e  t h e  e nd of  t he ir  f i rst
y e a r  o f  s e c o nda r y  s c hool .

Middle School - Years 5-8
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I n  Y e a r  8 ,  s tude n ts  comple te  t he ir  f i na l  y e a r  of  Mi d d l e  S c ho o l .  T h e  y e ar  s ta rt s
wi t h  a  c a mp,  of f e r ing  the  oppo r t unit y  to  l e a d  t he  way  by  s upp or t i n g t h e  new
Y e a r  7 s  a s  the y  s e t t l e  i n .  Th e  a c a de mi c  pr o g r a m  cont i nue s;  ho w e v e r,   at  Ye ar
8  s t ude nt s  ar e  intr oduc e d to  one  of  the  m o st  po p ular  thin g s  at  s e c on dar y
s c hool :  e le c t i v e s ,  wh e r e  the y  a re  g ive n a  c ho ic e  o f  w ha t  the y  s tu dy  (or  don’ t
s t udy ) .  St ude nts  ha v e  the ir  f i r st  ta s t e  of  e le c t i v e s  in  T h e  A rt s  an d
Te c hnol og y ,  a nd s e le c t  the ir  c our s e  f r o m  e l e ct i ve s  such a s  R oboti c s ,  D r am a ,
Mus i c ,  Ar t ,  Wood and F ood Studie s.

St ude nt s  i n  Y e a r  8  a ls o  pa r t ic ipat e  i n  P e e r  M edi a t io n  T r a ini n g,  w h i c h i s
de s ig ne d t o  de v e lop th e ir  s k i l l s  a s  bot h f r i end s  and  l ea de rs .  T h i s  program
t e a c he s  c onf l i c t  r e s olut io n te c hnique s  i nc l udi n g c o m m uni c a t i on,  e m pathy,
a nd ne g o tiat i on s k i l ls ,  thr ough r o l e -pl a y i ng  e x e rc i se s  a nd pr i nc i ple s  of
me di a t i on.  Emp owe r i ng  s tude nt s  to  e f f e c t i v e l y  me di a t e  c onf l i c ts  a mong
t he i r  y oung e r  pe e r s  pr ov ide s  a  d ee p er  se l f - k no w l edg e a nd al s o  fos t e rs  a
pos it i v e  sc ho o l  e nv ir onme nt.

St ude nt s  c a n be  inv o lv e d with  House  and  I nt er s c ho o l  spor t ,  Pr odu ct ion ,
De ba t i ng,  Che s s  Club ,  Ma ths  c ha l l eng es  a n d c ompe ti t i on s ,  w r i t in g
c ompe t i t i ons  a nd th e  St ude nt  Re p r e s e nt a t ive  C o unc i l ,  a nd m ay  be  i nv i te d to
j oi n  t he  s c ho ol  ba nd o r  e ns e mb l e.  At  t he  e nd of  Y e a r  8 ,  st ud e nt s  a ls o  h a v e
t he  oppo r tuni t y  t o  a pply  f or  a  ra n ge  of  le a de r shi p  p o si t ion s.

SNAPSHOT OF YEAR 8
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SENIOR SCHOOL
AT HERITAGE

Heritage Model - Years 9-12

Se nior  Sc hool  be g ins  a t  Y e a r  9  a t
He r it a g e  Co l le ge  Kno x .

Our  s tude nts  be g i n  the ir  j our ne y  in
Y e a r  9  with  two k e y  pr og r a ms :  The
Rit e  J our ne y  a nd the  Du k e o f
Edi nbur g h Awa r d.  Th e s e  pr og r a m s
c ha l le nge  s tude nt s  to  mov e f r o m
c hi l dhood t o  y oun g  a dul t ho o d ,
de v e lopi ng  c ha r a cte r  a nd c a pa c i ty .

Y e a r  9  a nd 1 0  c o ntinu e  to  of f e r  r i g o ur
i n  a c a de mi c  s tudie s  a lo ng  wi t h
c r e a t iv e  e le c t iv e s  whe r e  s t ude nt s
de v e lop e mploya bi l i ty  sk i l ls
i nc ludi ng  a  mult i - di s c ipl i na ry
a ppr oa c h,  te a mwor k ,  r e s i l ienc e  a nd
pr oble m s o lv i ng .  

Al ong  wi t h  t he i r  r e g ul a r  s t udie s ,  Y e ar
1 0  s t ude nt s  a ls o  s ta r t  th e ir  VCE  wi th
one  Y e a r  1 1  s ubje c t .  This  g iv e s  t he m
t he  oppor tuni ty  to  c ompl e te  one
s ubj e c t  e a r l y  a nd r e duc e  the ir  loa d  in
y e a r  1 2 .  

I n  Y e a r s  1 1  a nd 1 2 ,  s tude n ts  ha v e  the
oppor tuni ty  to  s t udy  a  r a ng e  of  V C E
s ubj e c t s ,  with  the  be ne f i ts  of  sm al l
c l a s s e s  a nd i nd iv idua l  a tte n t ion.  

V o c a t iona l  ( V ET)  s ub j ec ts  ar e  a l so
a v a i la bl e  f o r  s t u de nt s  wis hing to
s t ud y  with  a  m o r e  ha nds-on
a pproa c h.

A ddi t i o n a l ly ,  s t ude nts  ar e  su ppo r ted
in  c hoos i ng  t he ir  f utu r e  pat hwa ys
with  qua l i f ie d  c a r e e r s  gu i d a n c e  and
c oun s e l l i ng  t hr ou g hou t  t he  s e ni o r
s c h o o l .

D e s pite  t h e  pres s ure  of  st ud y ,
a s s e ss m e n t s  a nd the  bi g  de c i s ions  i n
t h e i r  f i na l  ye a r s ,  o ur  s tude n ts  a re
s e e n as  i ndiv i d u a l s .  Thei r  s treng ths
a r e  re c o gn i s e d a nd en c o u r a g e d,
g i v i ng  the m  t h e c onf i den ce a nd t o o l s
t o  s te p i n t o  the  n e x t  s t a ge of  l i f e .

S E E K I N G  W I S D O M  A N D  K N O W L E D G E



Y e a r  9  is  a  s i gni f ic a nt  y e a r  a t  He r it a g e ,  ma rk in g  t he  mo v e f rom  ch i ldh ood to
y oung  a dult hoo d a s  s tude nts  pre p a r e  t o  b eg i n  the ir  s e nior  st ud i e s  i n  Ye ar  10 .
The  y e a r  i s  ma r k e d by  pa r t ic i p a t i o n in  t w o  s p ec i a l  p r o g r a m s :  T h e  Rite
J our ne y  a nd the  Duk e  of  Edinb ur g h B r onz e  Awa rd.  B o t h progr am s pr ov i de
s t ude nts  wi t h  oppo r t uni t ie s  t o  r i s e  to  c ha l le nge s ,  r e f l ec t  o n  w h o t h e y  a re ,
f oc us  on t he i r  own c apa c ity  to  sha pe  t he ir  l ive s ,  an d  m ove  i nto  adu l th ood
wi t h  a  he althy  ba la nc e  of  c onf id e nc e  a nd hum il i t y .

St udie s  i n  the  c or e  dis c ipl in e s  of  E ng l is h,  Ma t he ma t ic s ,  Sci e nc e  an d
Huma nit i e s  c onti nue ,  but  s tude nt s  ha v e  more  e l e c t iv e s.  In  a ddi t i on to  th e
c hoi c e s  of  Ar t ,  Dr a ma ,  Mus ic ,  Wood,  F o o d  a nd I T,  st ude nt s  now  als o  h av e
s ome  e x t e nde d e le c t i v e s  wh ic h pr ovi d e  oppo r t un it ie s  f o r  p r oble m  s ol v i ng
a c r os s  k no wle dg e  a r e a s  s uc h as  C r i m e  t o  C o ur t  ( S c ie n c e  a nd L e ga l  Stu dies )
a nd Ca f é  Cult ur e  (F ood a nd Bu s ine s s  S tudi e s ) .

Y e a r  9  is  a  f anta s t ic  y e a r  f or  c am p s,  w it h  a n  i nt e rs t a te  tr av e l  e x pe r i e nc e  in
Ta s ma ni a  a t  the  b e g inni ng  o f  t he  ye a r ,  a n  o v er nig ht  r e f l e ct i on  a nd
r e c r e a t i on c a mp,  a nd the i r  2 - 3  da y  Adv e nt ur o us  J our n e y  t o  e i th e r  W i ls ons
Pr om or  t he  Gra mpi a ns .

Ca r e e r s  and c our s e  s e le c t ion be c o m e  a  m uc h s t r ong e r  f o c us  at  Ye ar  9 ,  w ith
s t ude nts  s t a r t ing  to  l ook  a t  c ar e er s ,  f ut ur e  pa t hw a ys  a nd t h e  s e le ct i on  of
V CE s ubj e c t s .  

SNAPSHOT OF YEAR 9
Senior School - Years 9-12
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SNAPSHOT OF YEAR 10
The  y e a r  be g i ns  wi th  a  da y  c a m p  b as e d  a t  R MI T  i n
t he  c i t y ,  t o  whi c h s t ude nts  trav e l  i n d e p e nde n t ly .
He r e  t he  s tude n ts  s ta r t  to  le a rn a l l  a b out  V C E ,
pr e pa r e  f or  t he  r i g ou r  of  s e nio r  s t udi e s  a nd  s p e n d
t ime  s t r e ngthe n ing  f r ie nds h ip s .  S t ude nt s  a l s o
pa r t i c ipa t e  in  c a mpus  t our s  of  RM IT a nd  AC U t o
i nt r oduc e  the m to  te r t ia r y  s t ud y  opt i o ns.  I n
a ddi t ion,  s t ude nts  enj oy  s c a v e n ge r  hunt s ,
s hopping  t i me ,  t he  Eur e k a  Tow e r,  t he  M C G a nd
di nne r  i n  the  c i t y .

Al ong  wi t h  the i r  c o r e  c u r r icul um  o f  E ngl i sh,
Ma t hs ,  Sc i e nc e  a nd Huma nit i e s ,  Y e a r  1 0  s t ud e nts
a r e  e nc our a g e d t o  s tudy  on e  V C E  o r  V E T s ub j e c t .
The y  ha v e  a  c hoic e  of  e le c t iv e s  s uc h a s
I nt r oduc t ion t o  V C E Au s la n,  Ar t ,  M us ic  a nd
Ps y c holo g y ,  as  we l l  a s  a  ra ng e  o f  o t he r  mor e
g e ne r a l  e l e c t i v e s .

Wor k  Ex pe r ie nc e  is  on e  of  the  m o st  s ign i f ic a n t
e x pe r i e nc e s  in  Y e a r  1 0 ,  a nd s tude n t s  work  w it h
t he  Ca r e e r s  Of f i c e r  to  f ind an d  apply  f o r  a
pos it i on in  a  wor k pla c e  of  inte re s t  t o  t he m .  Wo r k
Ex pe r i e nc e  is  a  powerf u l  e x pe r ie nc e  f o r  s tude nt s
a nd ma r k s  anoth e r  s te p i n  their  j o ur ne y  t ow a r d s
i nde pe nde nc e .

By  Y e a r  1 0 ,  a l l  s tu dents  a r e  e x p e c t e d  to  b e
i nv ol v e d i n  le a de r ship  in  the  Col l e g e,  o f f e r ing
t he m oppor t unit ie s  to  de v e lop sk i l l s  i n  l e adi ng
a nd wor k ing  with  othe r s .  
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SNAPSHOT OF YEARS 11-12
I n  t he  f i nal  t wo y e a r s  of  s e conda r y  s chool ,
s t ude nt s  s t u dy  t o  a c hie v e  the V ic t or ia n
Ce r t i f i c a t e  of  Edu c a t i o n  (V CE) ,  a  s ig ni f ica nt
mi le s tone  i n  t he ir  l i v e s .  At  He r it a ge,  sma l l  c l a ss
s i z e s ,  e x pe r t  t e a che r s  a n d indiv idua l  a t t en t ion
s uppor t  s t ude n ts  t o  a c hie v e  th e ir  b es t .
 
Dur ing  t he se  y e a r s  we  c ontin ue t o  work  wi t h
s t ude nt s  on the ir  f u tur e  c hoic e s  a nd  p at hwa y s
t o a c hie v ing  th e ir  g oa ls .  Wi t h  t ra ined
c ouns e l lo r s ,  v is i t s  to  di f f er ent  t e rt iar y
pr ov ide r s  a n d oppor t unit ie s  to  t a l k  wit h  people
f r om di f f e r e nt  pr o f e s s ions ,  e a c h s t ud e nt  i s
pr ov ide d wi t h  i nf or ma tion t o  he l p  the m  f in d t he
f ut ur e  t ha t  is  r i ght  f or  the m.
 
Y e a r s  1 1  a nd 1 2  e a c h be g in  wit h  a  c a mp,  l ike   
ot he r  y e a r  le v e ls  a t  Her ita g e .  F o r  Y e a r  1 1 ,  i t  is  a
v i s i t  to  our  n at io na l  c a pit a l ,  whi le  Y e a r  12  i s  a
Y e a r  1 2  Conf e r e nc e .  Both of  thes e e x p e r ie nc e s
pr ov ide  t i me  t o  pr e pa r e  f or  t he i r  s t udies  a nd
bui l d  r e la t i o ns h ips  with  th e ir  t e a c he rs  an d
pe e r s .
 
F ina l l y ,  whi le  the  s t r e s s e s  of  Y e ar  11  a n d  12  a r e
we l l  doc ume n te d,  a t  He r ita g e  w e  c eleb r ate
t he s e  y e a r s  a s  a n e x c it ing  t ime  w he re  s tud e nt s
bui l d  a  s pi r i t  of  c a ma r ad e ri e ,  f a c e  and
ov e r c ome  c ha l l e n g e s ,  s tudy  an d l ear n a t  new
de pt hs ,  a c h i e v e  s e c onda r y  s c ho o l  g ra duation
a nd pr e p a r e  f or  inde pe nde nc e .  
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VCE AND VET
Senior School

VCE:  The  Vi c t or i an Ce r ti f i c ate  o f
Educ at i on

The  V i c tor ian Ce r t i f ic a te  of
Educ a t ion ( V CE)  is  a dminis te r e d b y
t he  V ic to r ian C ur r ic ulum a nd
As s e s s me nt  Aut hor ity  (V CAA)  a n d
r e c og ni s e s  s uc c e s s f ul  c omple t ion o f
s e c onda r y  e duc a t ion.  

With  Eng l i s h  a s  the  on ly  c ompul s o r y
s ubj e c t ,  s t ude nt s  ma y  c hoose  t o
s pe c i a l is e  in  a r e a s  o f  in te r e s t  s uc h
a s  Sc ie nc e  or  the  Ar ts ,  or  s e lec t  a
r a ng e  of  s ubj e c t s .  

Ea c h V CE subje c t  c ons is ts  o f  f o ur
uni ts ,  e a c h of  whic h ta k e s  o ne
s e me s te r  t o  c o mple t e .  

Our  s e c o nd a r y  s tu de n ts  c omm e nc e
t he i r  f i r s t  V CE s u b j e c t  in  Y e a r  1 0.  T he
pr ov i s i on of  e a r l y  on e - on- o ne
t ut or ing  a nd s tr ong  s uppor t  in  t hei r
s ubj e c t  of  c hoic e  a l lows  s tude nt s  t o
c omple te  a n e nt i r e  s ub je c t  be f or e
Y e a r  1 2  c o mme nc e s .  This  he l p s  t o
ma na g e  stude nts ’  s ubj e c t  load s  a s
t he y  e nt e r  the ir  f ina l  y e a r  of  s tu d y .  

VET:  V oc at i o n al  E d u c ati on a n d
Tr a i ni n g

St u de nt s  u nde r ta k e  n a t i o na l ly -
r e c o g ni s e d  t r a i ning  f r om e ithe r  an
a c c r e d i t e d s t a te  c urr i c u lu m  or
n a t i o na l  t r a i n i n g  p a ck a g e s  which
c a n  c on t r i but e  t o  the i r  V C E .

Ma n y  V E T c o ur s e s  i nc orpora t e  a
p e r iod o f  of f - c a m p us  l e a rn in g  a t
e ith e r  a  g o v e r nm e n t  i nst i t u t ion  such
a s  T AF E ( T e c h ni c a l  an d  Fur t he r
E duc a t ion )  o r  a  pr iv a t e  i n st i tu t i on.  

A t  He r i t ag e  C o l le ge K nox ,  w e
s upp o r t  o u r  s t u de n t s  t o  pl a n a
p a thwa y  in  both  V CE a n d VET t hat
s ui t s  t h e i r  f u t ur e  c a r eer .  

He r i t a g e  C o l l e ge  Kn o x is  pa r t  o f  t he
Mul lum  Cl us t e r  f o r  V ET pr o v is ion.
F or  f u r t he r  i n f or ma ti o n o n V E T
c ours e  o p por t u ni t i e s ,  see
h t tps :/ / w ww.mul l umve tc lus t e r . c om.
a u/ ha n d book .



YEAR 5 YEAR 6

ENGLISH
Literature
Literacy

Literature
Literacy

MATHS Advanced Maths
Standard Maths

Advanced Maths
Standard Maths
Support Maths

HUMANITIES

Bible Studies
History
Civics and Citizenship
Economics

Bible Studies
History
Civics and Citizenship
Geography

SCIENCE Science Science

HEALTH & PHYS-ED
Physical Education
Health

Physical Education
Health

LANGUAGES Auslan Auslan

THE ARTS Music
Art

Music
Art
Drama

TECHNOLOGY Robotics
Information Technology

Robotics
Information Technology

YEARS 5-6
Curriculum

S E E K I N G  W I S D O M  A N D  K N O W L E D G E



YEARS 7-8
Curriculum

YEAR 7 YEAR 8

ENGLISH
English
English as an Additional
Language (EAL)

English
English as an Additional
Language (EAL)

MATHS Maths
Advanced Maths
Standard Maths

HUMANITIES
History
Geography
Bible Studies

History
Economics
Bible Studies 

SCIENCE Science Science

HEALTH & PHYS-ED
Health
Physical Education

Health
Physical Education

ELECTIVES

LANGUAGES Auslan
Auslan
Auslan (Adv)

THE ARTS Music (Instrumental program)
Art

Music Vivace 1 
Art
Drama 

TECHNOLOGY
Food Technology
Wood Technology 
Information Technology

21st Century Food
Wood Apprenticeship 1
Information Technology
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YEAR 9
Curriculum

YEAR 9

ENGLISH
English
English as an Additional Language (EAL)

MATHS
Advanced Maths
Standard Maths

HUMANITIES
History
Bible Studies

SCIENCE
Science
Crime to Court

HEALTH & PHYS-ED
Health
Physical Education
Sport and Coaching

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT Duke of Edinburgh BRONZE

ELECTIVES

LANGUAGES
Auslan
Auslan (Adv)

THE ARTS
Music Vivace 2
Art
Drama 

TECHNOLOGY
Wood Apprenticeship 2
Computer Programming

S E E K I N G  W I S D O M  A N D  K N O W L E D G E



YEARS 10-12
Curriculum
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YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

ENGLISH
English
English as an Additional
Language (EAL)

English 1-2
EAL 1-2

English 3-4
EAL 3-4

MATHS
Advanced Maths
Standard Maths

Maths Methods 1-2
Foundation Maths 1-2
General Maths 1-2*
Specialist Maths 1-2 (VSV)

Maths Methods 3-4
Foundation Maths 3-4
General Maths 3-4
Specialist Maths 3-4 (VSV)

HUMANITIES

History
Geography
Bible Studies
VCE Business Management 1-2 

Religion & Society 1-2
Business Management 1-4
Geography 1-2
History: Empires 1-2
Legal Studies 1-2
Accounting 1-2

Religion & Society 3-4
Business Management 3-4
Geography 3-4
History: Revolutions 3-4
Bible Studies
Legal Studies 3-4
Accounting 3-4

SCIENCE
Science
Advanced Science
Introduction to VCE Psychology

Biology 1-2
Chemistry 1-2
Psychology 1-2
Physics 1-2 (VSV)

Biology 3-4
Chemistry 3-4
Psychology 3-4
Physics 3-4 (VSV)

HEALTH & PHYS-ED

Health
Physical Education
Advanced Phys Ed
VCE Health and Human
Development 1-2 

Health and Human
Development 1-4
Phys-Ed 1-2

Health and Human
Development 3-4
Phys-Ed 3-4

ELECTIVES

LANGUAGES Auslan Auslan 1-4

THE ARTS
Introduction to VCE Music
Introduction to VCE Art

VCE Music 1-2
VCE Art Making and Exhibiting
1-2
Visual Communication and
Design 1-2

VCE Music Contemporary
Performance 3-4
VCE Art Making and Exhibiting
3-4
Visual Communication and
Design 1-2

TECHNOLOGY
Cafe Culture
Intro to VCE Wood
Computer Programming

VET Hospitality
VET Building and Construction 

VET Hospitality
VET Building and Construction 

PERSONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Duke of Edinburgh SILVER Duke of Edinburgh GOLD **



Eng l is h  i s  a  c or e  s ubj e ct  t h r oug h t o  Y ea r  12  a nd und e rpi ns  a l l  oth e r  le a rn in g.  

The  s t ud y  of  Eng l i s h  a s s i s ts  i n  the  de v e l o p m e nt  o f  a  pos i t i v e  att i tu de
towa r ds  l a ng ua g e ,  c o n f i de n c e  i n  ex p r es sio n a nd a  s e n s e o f  i ndi v i du al  w orth
a nd c ompe te nc e  t ha t  w i l l  ena b le  s t ud e nt s  t o  r es p o nd  e f fe c t i v e l y  an d
a ppr opr i a t e ly  i n  the ir  s oc i e t y .  

Whi l e  s tudy ing  a  v a r ie t y  of  c a r ef ul l y  s ele c te d wo r k s  s uc h a s  S h ak e s pe are an
pla y s ,  po e t r y ,  c la s s ic  nov e l s  a nd f i l m s,  st ud ent s  l e a r n t he  v alu ab le  s k i l ls  of
a na l y s is ,  c r e a t iv e  e ss a y  wr i t i n g  a nd  c r i t i c a l  t hi nk ing .

Wi t h  a c t i v i t ie s  s u c h  a s  de b a ti n g ,  i nt er sc hoo l  and  na t i o nal  c om pe ti t i ons,
e ng a g i n g  t e x ts  a n d pa s s iona t e  t e a c he r s ,  E ng l is h  c a n b e c o m e  a  s tr e ngt h  i n
e v e r y  s tude nt ’s  e du c a t i o n .

ENGLISH 
Secondary Curriculum

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

English 1-2 English 3-4

English English English English EAL 1-2 EAL 3-4

English Pathways

S E E K I N G  W I S D O M  A N D  K N O W L E D G E



Year 7

Time: 5 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students study classic films and literature, learning how to interpret and write about texts in
analytical and creative responses. Students also study short stories, persuasive language, written
expression and techniques for using language effectively. Students develop public speaking skills
through a range of topics and activities.
Assessment: Classwork, tests and assignments, end of semester examination
Homework: Up to one hour of homework per week. Students are also expected to be reading for at
least 30 minutes, four times per week. 

Year 8

Time: 5 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students study classic films and literature, extending their skill in analysing and writing about
texts. Students also study poetry, debating, persuasive language in multimedia, written expression and
techniques for using language effectively. Students develop oral presentation skills through debating.
Assessment: Classwork, tests and assignments, end of semester examination
Homework: Up to one hour of homework per week. Students are also expected to be reading for at least
30 minutes, four times per week. 

Year 9

Time: 5 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students continue to build their text response and writing skills through a variety of
approaches. They respond to studied texts both analytically and creatively. Students further develop
their understanding of persuasive language and different types of persuasive texts using a range of
sources. Students continue to develop written and oral presentation skills through writing a structured
persuasive response and delivering a persuasive speech on a topical issue.  
Assessment: Classwork, essays, tests, oral responses, assignments, end of semester examination
Homework: Up to two hours of homework per week. Students are also expected to be reading for at
least 30 minutes, four times per week. 

Year 10

Time: 5 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students further develop their skills across the three strands of Reading & Viewing, Writing, and
Speaking & Listening.  Students evaluate text structures, language features, images and vocabulary.
They develop and justify their own interpretations of texts. Students continue to explain different
viewpoints, attitudes, and perspectives through the development of cohesive and logical arguments.
They develop their own writing style by experimenting with language features, stylistic devices, text
structures and images, and also demonstrate an understanding of grammar and varying vocabulary
choices for impact. The course provides opportunities for students to make presentations and
contribute actively to class and group discussions.  
Assessment: Classwork, essays, oral responses, tests and assignments, end of semester examination
Homework: Up to two hours of homework per week. Students are also expected to be reading for at
least 30 minutes, four times per week.

ENGLISH 
Course Description
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H E R I T A G E  C O L L E G E  K N O X

VCE ENGLISH/EAL UNITS 1-4

Scope of Study

VCE English and English as an Additional Language (EAL) focus on how the English language is
used to create meaning in print and digital texts of varying complexity.

The texts selected for study are drawn from the past and present, and from both Australia and
other cultures, and comprise many text types, including media texts, for analysis of argument.

The study is intended to meet the needs of students with a wide range of expectations and
aspirations, including those for whom English is an additional language.

Prerequisites
Students should have successfully completed Year 10 English to do Units 1-2. Students must
undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence. However, it is recommended that EAL students
demonstrate achievement at C3 or above on the Victorian Curriculum F–10: EAL prior to
enrolment in this study. 

Levels of
Achivement

Units 1 and 2 - Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a
matter for school decision. Assessments of levels of achievement for these units are not
reported to the VCAA. Schools may choose to report levels of achievement using grades,
descriptive statements or other indicators.
Units 3 and 4 - The VCAA specifies the assessment procedures for students undertaking
scored assessment in Units 3 and 4. A student’s level of achievement in Units 3 and 4 is
determined by School-assessed Coursework (SAC) as specified in the VCE study design, and
by external assessment.

Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent
Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent
End-of-year examination: 50 per cent
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Ma t he ma ti c s  f oc u s e s  on de v e lopi ng  und e r s t an d ing ,  f l ue nc y,  r e as oni n g a nd
pr oble m- s o lv i ng  s k i l ls  within  the a r e a s  of  N umbe r  &  Al g e b r a ,  Me a s u r e m e nt  &
Ge ome tr y  a nd Sta t is t ic s  &  Pr obabi l i t y .

St ude nt s  a r e  e nc oura g e d to  e mb r a ce  t he use  of  m a the m a ti c s  in  e v e r y day  l i fe
a nd t o  a p ply  t he ir  le a r ning to  g ai n  a  d e e pe r  un d e r s t a nd i n g  o f  and r e s pe ct  f or
numbe r s  a nd pa tte r ns  a r ound the m .

Oppor tuni t y  i s  g iv e n f or  both  e x t end e d  and  s uppor t e d  le ar n i ng  at  th e
i ndiv idua l  le v e l .  Pe e r  le a r n ing  is  s t r ong l y  e nc o ura g e d ,  a s  di s c u s s i ons  ar ou nd
ma t he ma tic al  pr oc e s s e s  c a n le a d  t o  a  sha r e d  und er s tan d ing .  T h e r e  i s  gr eat
v a l ue  i n  a l lowing  our  stude n ts  t o  e x plo r e  an d  d e t e r mi ne  m an y di f f e r e n t  ways
t o s ol v e  pr oble m s .

Af t e r  Y e a r  7 ,  a dv a n c e d s tude nt s  c a n j o in  t he  Adv a nc e d  Ma t hs  s tr e am  th rou g h
Y e a r s  8  a nd  9.  

ADV ANC ED  MATHS
St ude nt s  at  Y e a r  1 0  ha v e  the oppor t un it y  t o  st ud y  V CE  Gene r al  M ath e m atics
a s  we l l  a s  Adv a nc e d Ma ths  to  pre pa r e  t he m  f or  V C E  M a t hs  M et h ods .

MATHS
Secondary Curriculum

S E E K I N G  W I S D O M  A N D  K N O W L E D G E



YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Foundation 
Maths  1-2

Foundation 
Maths 3-4

Maths
Standard
Maths

Standard
Maths

Standard
Maths

General 
Maths 1-2

General 
Maths 3-4

Advanced
Maths

Advanced
Maths

Advanced
Maths

Maths 
Methods 1-2

Maths 
Methods 3-4

Specialist 
Maths 1-2

Specialist 
Maths 3-4

Maths Pathways
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H E R I T A G E  C O L L E G E  K N O X

VCE MATHEMATICS UNITS 1-4

Scope of Study

Mathematics is the study of function and pattern in number, logic, space and structure, and of
randomness, chance, variability, and uncertainty in data and events. It is both a framework for
thinking and a means of symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise and precise. 

Mathematics also provides a means by which people can understand and manage human and
natural aspects of the world and interrelationships between these. Essential mathematical
activities include conjecturing, hypothesising and problem-posing; estimating, calculating,
computing and constructing; abstracting, proving, refuting and inferring; applying,
investigating, modelling and problem-solving.

Structure

The study is made up of the following options which can be studied separately or in
combinations (see Pathways Table):

Foundation Mathematics Units 1–4 provide for the continuing mathematical development
of students with respect to problems encountered in practical contexts in everyday life at
home, in the community, at work and in study.

General Mathematics Units 1–4 provide for the study of non-calculus and discrete
mathematics topics. They are designed to be widely accessible and provide preparation for
general employment, business or further study, in particular where data analysis, recursion
and financial modelling, networks and matrices are important. Students who have done
only Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 will have had access to assumed key knowledge
and key skills for General Mathematics Units 3 and 4 but may also need to undertake some
supplementary study.

Mathematical Methods Units 1–4 provide for the study of simple elementary functions,
transformations and combinations of these functions, algebra, calculus, probability and
statistics, and their applications in a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. They also
provide background for further study in fields such as science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM), humanities, economics and medicine.

Specialist Mathematics Units 1–4 provide for the study of various mathematical structures,
reasoning and proof. Study of Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes concurrent
study or previous completion of Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4.

Prerequisites
Students need to have achieved a result of C or better in the previous year to study Maths
Methods Units 1-4. Students need to achieve a passing grade in Year 10 Maths to study General
Maths. Students wishing to study Specialist Maths need to achieve a grade of B or better in
Maths Methods. 
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SCIENCE
Secondary Curriculum

The  s c ie nc e  c ur r ic ul u m p r ov i de s  s t ud e nt s  wi t h  o p p o r tun i t ie s  to  de v e lop a n
unde r s t a ndi ng  of  im po r t a nt  s c i e n t i f i c  c on c e pt s  a nd pr oc e s se s ,  w i t h  pl e nty  of
oppor t uni t y  f o r  pr a c t ic a l  a ppl i ca t i o n.  W e  suppo r t  st ud e nt s  t o  conn e ct  th e ir
s c i e nt i f i c  k now le dge ,  u n d e r s ta nd ing  a n d s ki l l s  w it h  r ea l  i s s u e s  and
de v e lopme nts ,  t o  e na ble  t he m  to  m a k e  inf o r m ed de c is ions  ab ou t  loca l ,
na t i ona l  a nd  g lo ba l  i s s u e s .  

I n  e a c h y e ar  f r om  Y e a r s  7  to  1 0,  s t ud en ts  s tudy  t he  c o r e  a re a s  of  C h e m i str y ,
Bi ol og y ,  Phy s ic s  and Ea r th  Sc i e n c e s  a s  p a rt  o f  t he  g e ne r a l  Sc i enc e  cou r s e .  

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Biology 1-2 Biology 3-4

Science Science Science Science
Chemistry 1-
2

Chemistry 3-
4

Crime to
Court
(Elective)

Advanced
Science
(Elective)

Physics 1-2 Physics 3-4

Intro to VCE
Psychology
(Elective)

Psychology 
1-2

Psychology 
3-4

Science Pathways
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SCIENCE
Course Description

Year 7

Time: 3 × 50 minute periods
Course: This science course provides a comprehensive introduction to fundamental concepts,
emphasising experimental design, scientific equipment usage, and effective representation
techniques. Special emphasis is placed on earth and space sciences, alongside biological and
physical sciences. 
Assessment:  Tests, assignments and laboratory experiments
Homework: Up to one hour per week

Year 8

Time: 4 × 50 minute periods
Course: In the unit “Building Blocks of Matter”, students delve into the structure of elements,
interpreting the periodic table’s data and discerning between chemical and physical changes.
Additionally, students investigate the concept of energy conservation, exploring its different
forms and transformations through practical examples. Furthermore, they study cellular
specialisation, distinguishing between animal and plant cells, and delve into the workings of
living systems. 
Assessment:  Tests, assignments and laboratory experiments
Homework: Up to one hour per week

Year 9

Science
Time: 4 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students are introduced to the areas of Biology, Physics and Chemistry. Biology
includes genetic inheritance, the role of DNA, genes, cell division, mitosis and meiosis and an
analysis of the relationship between dominant and recessive traits. Chemistry includes trends in
the periodic table, the electron configuration of atoms and the formation of ionic and covalent
compounds. In Physics, students cover forces, motion, and Newton's three Laws. 
Assessment: Tests, assignments and laboratory experiments
Homework: Up to 1.5 hours per week

Crime to Court - Elective
Time:  4 × 50 minute periods
Course: Crime to Court is a multidisciplinary elective covering the fields of Forensic Science and
the Australian Justice System. Students are required to work as a team of investigators to solve a
crime. They learn the basics of evidence collection and analysis and forensic investigation
methods. They then apply the legal framework of the Australian justice system to the crime they
have investigated.
Assessment: Tests, assignments and classwork
Homework: Up to one hour per week
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Year 10

Science
Time: 4 × 50 minute periods
Course: 

Semester 1 - Science: Students continue their study of Chemistry and Biology in
preparation for VCE Science. Students continue to develop their skills in conducting
scientific practical experiments, furthering their understanding of planning, conducting, and
evaluating a scientific experiment report.
Semester 2 - Elective, Advanced Science: This course covers Physics and a further
consolidation of Chemistry concepts. This is suited to students aiming to study VCE
Chemistry and Physics.

Assessment: Tests, assignments and laboratory experiments
Homework: Up to two hours per week

Introduction to VCE Psychology - Elective
Time: 4 × 50 minute periods
Coursework: Introduction to VCE Psychology is designed to build students' understanding and
skills in scientific methodology and the ethics of research while learning about key areas of
Psychology. This can cover a broad range of concepts such as understanding brain structures,
functions and disorders, theories of personality and behaviour, as well as motivation and
performance. It provides a solid transition into VCE Psychology. 
Assessment: Tests, assignments, practical work, end of semester examination
Homework: Up to one hour per week

Course Description
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VCE BIOLOGY UNITS 1-4

Scope of Study

The study of Biology explores the diversity of life as it has evolved and changed over time, and
considers how living organisms function and interact. It explores the processes of life, from the
molecular world of the cell to that of the whole organism, and examines how life forms maintain
and ensure their continuity. 

Students study contemporary research, models and theories to understand how knowledge in
biology has developed and how this knowledge continues to change in response to new
evidence and discoveries. An understanding of the complexities and diversity of biology
provides students with the opportunity to appreciate the interconnectedness of concepts and
areas both within biology, and across biology and the other sciences.

Structure

The study is made up of four units, structured as a series of curriculum-framing questions that
reflect the inquiry nature of the discipline.

Unit 1: How do organisms regulate their functions?
Unit 2: How does inheritance impact on diversity?
Unit 3: How do cells maintain life?
Unit 4: How does life change and respond to challenges?

Prerequisites There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit
4 as a sequence. 

VCE CHEMISTRY UNITS 1-4

Scope of Study

The study of VCE Chemistry involves investigating and analysing the composition and behaviour
of matter, and the chemical processes involved in producing useful materials for society in ways
that minimise adverse effects on human health and the environment. Chemistry underpins the
generation of energy for use in homes and industry, the maintenance of clean air and water, the
production of food, medicines and new materials, and the treatment of wastes. 

Structure

The study is made up of four units: 
Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be explained? 
Unit 2: How do chemical reactions shape the natural world? 
Unit 3: How can design and innovation help to optimise chemical processes? 
Unit 4: How are carbon-based compounds designed for purpose?

Prerequisites
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit
4 as a sequence. Units 1–4 are designed to the equivalent standard of the final two years of
secondary education. All VCE studies are benchmarked against comparable national and
international curricula.
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H E R I T A G E  C O L L E G E  K N O X

VCE PSYCHOLOGY UNITS 1-4

Scope of Study

Psychology is a multifaceted discipline that seeks to describe, explain, understand and predict
human behaviour and mental processes. It includes many sub-fields of study that explore and
seek to better understand how individuals, groups, communities and societies think, feel and
act. 

There are many different approaches to the study of psychology. VCE Psychology applies a
biopsychosocial approach to the systematic study of mental processes and behaviour. Within
this approach, students consider different perspectives, models and theories. Each of these has
strengths and weaknesses, yet considered together they allow students to develop their
understanding of human behaviour and mental processes and the interrelated nature of
biological, psychological and social factors. The biopsychosocial approach can be applied to
understand a variety of mental processes and behaviours.

Structure

The study is made up of four units, structured as a series of curriculum-framing questions that
reflect the inquiry nature of the discipline:

Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes shaped?
Unit 2: How do internal and external factors influence behaviour and mental processes?
Unit 3: How does experience affect behaviour and mental processes?
Unit 4: How is mental wellbeing supported and maintained?

Prerequisites There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit
4 as a sequence. 

VCE PHYSICS UNITS 1-4

Scope of Study VCE Physics is available for students to study through VSV (Virtual Schools Victoria), and is
supported by a mentor teacher at the College. 

Prerequisites There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit
4 as a sequence. 
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HUMANITIES
Secondary Curriculum 

The r e  a r e  f o u r  di s c i pl ine s  unde r  t he  hea d i ng  of  Hum a ni t i e s :  Hi s tory ,
Ge og r a phy ,  Ec onomic s  &  Bu si ne ss ,  an d  C iv i c s  &  C it iz e n s hi p .  Eac h  of  th e s e
s t udie s  has  v e ry  s pe c i f i c  too ls ,  me t hods  of  w o r ki n g a nd v oc a bu la ry ,  and i t  is
i mpor ta nt  t ha t  stude n t s  a r e  int r o d uc ed t o  t he se ,  a s  t he y  f o r m  an i m por tan t
ba s i s  of  f ut ur e  s tudy  i n  t he s e  a re a s.

At  He r i t a g e ,  s t ude n t s  s t u dy  a  s e m es t e r  e ac h o f  Hi st o r y  and Ge ogr aph y  in
Y e a r s  7 - 8.  The s e  di s c i p l i ne s  c a n a l so  b e s tud ie d a s  e le c t i v e s  th rou g h  th e
mi ddle  y e a rs .

I n  V CE,  Humani t i e s  div i d e s  i n to  H i s t o r y ,  Geog r a p hy,  B us i ne ss  M ana ge m e nt,   
Ac c ount ing  a nd L e g a l  Stu d i e s .   

S tudy  of  a n y  ar e a  of  Hu ma n it ie s  bui l d s  s tud e n t  un de r st a ndi n g of  t h e  pa st
a nd pr e s e nt  o f  t he  s o c ie ty  we  l i v e  in  a nd t he  p lan et  w e l i v e  o n.

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Geography Geography Geography
Geography 
1-2

Geography 
3-4

History History History History
History: 
Empires 
1-2

History: 
Revolutions 
3-4

VCE Business 
Management 
1-2

Business 
Management 
1-4

Business
Management 
3-4

Accounting 
1-2

Accounting 
3-4

Crime to Court
Legal Studies 
1-2

Legal Studies 
3-4

Humanities Pathways 
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HUMANITIES
Course Description

Year 7

Time: 4 × 50 minute periods 
Course: 

Semester 1 - In History, students explore the ancient world's impact on contemporary
society. They delve into key historical concepts such as Chronology, Continuity and Change,
Significance, Cause and Effect, and evidence. The focus is on developing skills essential for
historical analysis, including source identification and analysis, assessing historical
significance, and effectively communicating ideas. 
Semester 2 - In Geography, students learn how to read, analyse, explore and investigate
primary data, including maps and graphs. Students explore the effect of water in the world
and the factors that affect a place’s liveability.

Assessment: Assignments and workbooks
Homework: Up to one hour per week

Year 8

Time: 4 × 50 minute periods
Course: 

Semester 1 - In History, students cover the topics of "Vikings", "Medieval Europe", "The
Renaissance" and "Spanish conquest of America". Students further develop their
understanding of historical concepts, research skills and the importance of historical
knowledge for society. This forms the basis of their research and reflective assignment. 
Semester 2 - In Geography, students continue their study of primary data, including maps
and graphs. Students explore the effect of water in the world and the factors that affect a
place’s liveability.

Assessment: Research, practical projects, tests and assignments
Homework: Up to one hour per week

Year 9

Time: 5 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students learn about Australian history from colonisation to World War I. Students study
European and First Nations perspectives of colonisation and beyond, Australia’s movement  
towards Federation, the development of a new society and the birth of a national identity
through participation in global conflict.
Assessment: Research, practical projects, tests, end of semester exam and assignments
Homework: Up to 1.5 hours per week

Year 10

Time: 5 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students study the history of the modern world and Australia from 1918 to the present,
with an emphasis on Australia in its global context. The twentieth century was a critical period in
Australia's social, cultural, economic and political development. Students learn about events
since the end of World War I, including World War II and the Holocaust, the struggles of
Indigenous people, and the rise of civil rights movements and pop culture from an Australian
perspective. Students develop skills in analysing primary and secondary sources, recognising
cause and effect, building historical empathy and conducting independent, effective research.
Assessment: Research, practical projects, tests and assignments
Homework: Up to two hours per week
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VCE HISTORY - REVOLUTIONS, UNITS 3 & 4

Scope of Study

In Units 3 and 4 - Revolutions, students investigate the significant historical causes and
consequences of political revolution. Revolutions represent great ruptures in time and are major
turning points in the collapse and destruction of an existing political order, resulting in extensive
change to society. Revolutions are caused by the interplay of events, ideas, individuals and
popular movements, and the interplay between political, social, cultural, economic and
environmental conditions. 

They have profound consequences for the political and social structures of the post-
revolutionary society. Revolution is a dramatically accelerated process whereby the new regime
attempts to create political, social, cultural and economic change and transformation based on
its ideology.

Structure

Teachers select two revolutions to be studied from the list below, one for Unit 3 and one for Unit
4. 

The American Revolution
The French Revolution
The Russian Revolution 
The Chinese Revolution

Prerequisites There are no prerequisites for entry to Unit 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a
sequence. 

HUMANITIES

VCE GEOGRAPHY UNITS 1-2
VCE HISTORY UNITS 1-2

Available for students to study through VSV (Virtual Schools Victoria),
supported by a mentor teacher at the College. 
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VCE - BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

Scope of Study

VCE Business Management examines the ways businesses manage resources to achieve
objectives. The VCE Business Management Study Design follows the process from the initial idea
for a business concept, to planning and establishing a business, through to the day-to-day
management of a business. It also considers changes that need to be made to ensure the
continued success of a business. Students develop an understanding of the complexity of the
challenges facing decision-makers in managing businesses and their resources.

Various management theories are considered and compared with management in practice
through contemporary case studies drawn from the past four years. Students learn to propose
and evaluate alternative strategies in response to contemporary challenges in establishing and
operating a business.

Structure

The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: Planning a business
Unit 2: Establishing a business
Unit 3: Managing a business
Unit 4: Transforming a business

Prerequisites
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit
4 as a sequence. Units 1–4 are designed to meet a standard equivalent to the final two years of
secondary education. 

BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS

VCE ACCOUTING UNITS 1-2
VCE LEGAL STUDIES UNITS 1-2

Available for students to study through VSV (Virtual Schools Victoria),
supported by a mentor teacher at the College. 
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BIBLE STUDIES
Secondary Curriculum

We  c ons i de r  a  k no wle dg e  o f  t he  B ibl e  e s s e nt ial  in  hel pi n g y ou ng pe opl e  to
ma k e  i nf or me d de c is io ns  a bo u t  t hei r  r e la t i o ns hi p  wi t h  Go d .  Ou r  st u den ts
s t udy  t he  He r i ta g e  S pi r i tua l  V a l ue s,  wi t h  a  f o c us  o n b ui l d i ng ch ar ac te r ,  i n
a ddi t i on t o  a  r a ng e of  B i bl i c a l  t o p i c s  suc h a s  e ve nt s ,  p r o p he c y ,  ch ar ac te r s ,
hi s t or y  a nd t he  r e le v a n c e  o f  s u c h thi n g s  t o  toda y 's  wor ld.  

As  a  c ompuls o r y  s u b j e c t  t h r ou gh t o  Y e a r  12  wi th  a  st r o n g  f oc u s  on pas tor al
c a r e ,  our  se c onda r y  s t ude n t s  ha v e  t he o p p or t un i ty  t o  s t u dy  th e  Old
Te s t a me nt ,  the  l i f e  of  J e s u s  and  many  ot her  sub je c ts  of  B i b l i cal  i n te re s t .
As s i s t e d by  e x pe r i e n c e d  a nd  eng a gi n g t ut o r s ,  s t ude nt s  a l s o  e x pl or e  th e
pr a c t ic a l  c ompo ne nts  o f  l i v ing  a  C hr is t i a n l i f e .  

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Religion &
Society 3-4

Bible Studies:
Old Testament

Bible
Studies: New
Testament

Bible
Studies: The
Prophets

Bible
Studies: The
Land of Israel

Religion
& Society
1-2

Bible
Studies

Introduction
to Revelation

Bible Pathways
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BIBLE STUDIES
Course Description

Year 7

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students are introduced to the Bible: the structure and organisation of the books of the
Bible, and its history, setting, and major themes and ideas. Students explore the Old Testament
as the basis for understanding God and His purpose with humanity, including studying history
and prophecy concerning the nation of Israel. 
Assessment:  Homework, assignments, end of semester exam
Homework: Up to 30 minutes per week

Year 8

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students focus on the New Testament, including considering the life of Jesus and the
early work of the church, particularly the preaching of Peter and Paul, through the Acts of the
Apostles.
Assessment: Homework, assignments, end of semester exam
Homework: Up to 30 minutes per week

Year 9

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students focus on the four major prophets on the Old Testament: Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel and Daniel. They spend time understanding their characters and culture, as well as the
prophecies recorded in their books, from ancient history to our present day. 
Assessment: Homework, assignments, end of semester exam
Homework: Up to 30 minutes per week

Year 10

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: The Land of Israel - Students study of the land of Israel and the Middle East in Bible
times, covering significant events and where they occurred, as well as the geography and social
conditions surrounding the events. Students research the past and present-day situations of
these locations through reading, viewing and listening.  
Assessment: Homework, assignments, end of semester exam
Homework: Up to 30 minutes per week

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: Introduction to Revelation - Elective - Revelation, the last book of the Bible, is a book
of symbol that has intrigued Bible students through the ages. The course introduces students to
the continuous historic interpretation of Revelation. This covers the time of the Roman empire
from before Constantine, through Constantine’s rule to the French Revolution and on to the 20th
century.  
Assessment: Homework, assignments, end of semester exam
Homework: Up to 30 minutes per week
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VCE - RELIGION AND SOCIETY

Scope of Study

The beliefs, practices, principles and codes of religions provide ways in which individuals can
answer questions about the meaning and purpose of life. In VCE Religion and Society, religion is
defined as a community organised around beliefs related to ultimate reality and the consequent
practices, principles and codes for behaviour. 

Religious traditions develop and evolve over time through the participation and contribution of
members and through interactions with society. Throughout history, religion and society have
interacted with each other in broad ways in response to a range of important issues. Religion
initiates changes to society and vice versa, and the consequences of these dynamic processes
are part of the scope of this study. 

Structure

The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: The role of religion in society
Unit 2: Religion and ethics
Unit 3: The search for meaning
Unit 4: Religion, challenge and change

Prerequisites Religion and Society Units 1-2 is a compulsory subject for Year 11. Students may choose to
continue to study Religion and Society Units 3-4 in Year 12. 
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AUSLAN
Secondary Curriculum

The  s t udy  o f  Au s l a n c o n tr ibu t e s  t o  st ude n t s’  o v e ra l l  e d uc a t ion ,  pa rt i cu la r l y
i n  t he  a r e as  o f  comm uni c a t i o n ,  c r o ss - c ul t ur a l  und e rs t a nd i ng ,  l i te ra cy  and
g e ne r a l  k nowle dg e .  I t  pro v i d e s  a c c e s s  t o  a  uni q ue  Aus t r al i an  c u ltu ra l
c ommuni t y .  

The  V ic t or ia n  Cur r ic ul u m r e qui r e s  t ha t  a l l  st ud e nt s  s t udy  a  L ang u age  Ot h er
Tha n Eng l i s h  in  t he  s e c o n d a r y  y e a r s .  S tude nt s  a t  H er i t a g e C o l le g e  K nox  h a v e
the  oppo r t unity  to  c o n t i n u e  the i r  l a ng uag e  st ud ie s  by  s t ud y ing A u s lan  as  a
V CE s ubj e c t  in  Y e a r s  1 1  a n d  1 2 .  T he  C o l l e ge  als o  o f f e r s  a n Adv anc e d A u s lan
s t r e a m i n  Y e a rs  9 - 1 0  f or  s t u de n t s  who  e x c el  at  t he  s ubj e c t .

COMMUNITY  L AN GUAG ES
A s tude nt  stud y ing  a  c o mm u ni t y  l a ng ua g e o nl i n e  ha s  t he  oppor tu n i ty  to
s t udy  the i r  la ng u a g e  t hr o u g h  t he  M a st er s  P rog ra m  or  t hei r  V C E  Ele ct i v e s .

YEAR 7
YEAR

8
YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Auslan Auslan Auslan Auslan

Advanced 
Auslan

Advanced 
Auslan

Auslan 1-2 Auslan 3-4

Community
Languages
1-2

Community
Languages
1-2 or 3-4

Community
Languages
3-4

Pathways
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AUSLAN
Course Description

Year 7

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students learn fingerspelling and a range of signed vocabulary related to a variety of
studied subjects. Students are required to independently locate appropriate signs using
resources such as Signbank online, including understanding regional variation in signs. Students
are introduced to Deaf culture.
Assessment:  Homework, assignments, end of semester exam
Homework: Up to 30 minutes per week

Year 8

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students identify the parameters of signs, including handshape, orientation, location,
movement, and expression. Students learn the difference between lexicalised and depicting
signs, including how to use and identify entity signs, handling signs, and Size and Shape
Specifiers. Students regularly practise fingerspelling names and unknown signs using the full
Auslan double-handed alphabet. Students continue to develop their understanding of Deaf
culture.
Assessment: Homework, assignments, end of semester exam
Homework: Up to 30 minutes per week

Year 9

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students practise initiating and sustaining conversation in Auslan on a variety of
familiar topics. They create and present signed interpretations of wordless animations,
comparing their different performances. Students complete a research task investigating global
sign languages including International Sign Language and the influence of American Sign
Language and British Sign language on Auslan.
Assessment: Homework, assignments, end of semester exam
Homework: Up to 30 minutes per week

Year 10

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students continue expanding their knowledge of Auslan vocabulary and more elaborate
sentence construction. Students create and view richer texts, and develop metalanguage for
describing aspects of Auslan and how it is structured. By the end of Year 10, students interact
with peers, teachers and others using Auslan to communicate about personal interests and
broader issues relating to the Deaf community.
Assessment: Homework, assignments, end of semester exam
Homework: Up to 30 minutes per week
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VCE - LANGUAGE AUSLAN

Scope of Study

Auslan is the contemporary visual-spatial language of an Australian linguistic minority group,
the Australian Deaf community. While it is derived from British Sign Language, Auslan has
developed into a unique Australian language characterised by its own grammar and lexicon.
Auslan does not have a written form and is a highly contextualised language. Competence in the
morphological and syntactic structures of Auslan is expected. Minor regional variations and the
value and place of fingerspelling are recognised when used appropriately. 

Structure
The study is made up of four units. Each unit is designed to enable students to achieve a set of
outcomes. Each outcome is described in terms of the key knowledge and skills students are
required to demonstrate. 

Prerequisites
This framework is designed for students who typically will have studied Auslan for some 400
hours by the completion of Year 12. Some students with less formal experience will also be able
to meet the requirements successfully. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking
Unit 4.
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YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Food 
21st Century 
Food

Cafe Culture Cafe Culture Food
Studies 1-2

Food
Studies 3-4

Wood
Wood 
Apprenticeship 
1

Wood 
Apprenticeship 
2

Intro to VCE
Wood

Product
Design &
Technology
1-2

Product
Design &
Technology
3-4

Information
Technology

Information
Technology

Information
Technology

Computer
Programming

TECHNOLOGY
Electives

Tec hnology  i s  an im porta n t  as p e c t  o f  educ at ion at  He r it a ge  C ol le ge  K nox.
Students  hav e  their  own devic e  f r o m  Ye a r  7  and  l ear n ho w  t o  u se  th e  G-Su ite
for  e duc at i o n as  the  digital  col l a b o r at ion pl a tform.  An im p o r tant  e le m e nt  of
this  c ur r ic ulum is  us ing  techn olo gy  w is el y .    

At  Years  8  and 9,  students  have a  c hoi ce  o f  t wo of  t he  f o l l o win g e l e ct iv e s  in
Tec hnology :

F ood Pr e para t ion in  the  Twenty -f i r st  Centur y
Appre ntic e ship  –  Wood
Robot ic s

Students  may ch oose a  VET subjec t  f rom Y e a r  10 ,  e na b l ing  e a r ly  e ntry  to  VCE.  

Technology Pathways
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Year 7

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: In Year 7, students study three units of Technology: Wood, Information Technology and
Food. In Food and Wood, students cover the safe work principles, tools and equipment, and  
basic skills for each area. Students complete group projects, learning to work in a team, along
with an individual project that develops their ability to work independently.
In Information Technology, students are introduced to the Google suite and learn basic typing
skills and video editing techniques. 
Assessment: Skills, projects and assignments
Homework:  Up to 30 minutes per week

Year 8 -9
(Electives)

Food Preparation in the Twenty-first Century
Time: 4 × 50 minute periods
Course: In 21st Century Foods, students learn how to apply their knowledge of the
characteristics and scientific and sensory principles of food, along with nutrition principles and
preparation standards. They use a range of cooking apparatus, including barbecues, air fryers,
conventional ovens and cooktops.  Students are involved in designing and preparing interesting
and healthy meals.  
Assessment: Skills, projects and assignments
Homework: Up to 30 minutes per week

Apprenticeship - Wood
Time: 4 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students in Wood Design and Technology complete two projects. The first is a group
project building an outdoor feature for the school. Students complete a research assignment on
the planned project using a design brief, investigating design options, outdoor timbers, safety
requirements and maintenance. Students then complete an individual piece following the
design and construction process.
Assessment: Skills, projects and assignments
Homework: Up to 30 minutes per week
 
Information Technology - Robotics
Time: 4 × 50 minute periods 
Course: This course covers the core concepts of robotics using the Lego Spike Prime platform.
Students solve information technology problems using a design process. All students learn the
basics of coding using a block-based coding language. Students then use their coding skills in
two major assessments, one to create a robot which can sort based on colours and a second
assessment in which they compete with other students across Australia. 
Assessment: Skills, projects and assignments
Homework: Up to 30 minutes per week

TECHNOLOGIES
Course Description:
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Secondary Curriculum

VIVACE MUSIC
The Vivace Music  Program,  suit ing  i ts  meaning ( fast
and l ively) ,  provides  students  who have a  passion and
talent  for  music  with  the opportunity  to  part ic ipate  in
an excit ing,  fast-paced curr iculum.  

Students  study Music  as  a  ful l -year  subject  under  the
direct ion of  exper ienced and qual i f ied music
professionals ,  with  many excit ing  opportunit ies :  

Masterclasses  with  industry  professionals
A strong emphasis  on composit ion and
orchestrat ion  
Lessons in  the  use  of  industry-standard Digital
Audio  Workstat ion (DAW) software  
A  focus  on product ion management  ski l ls  
Mult iple  performance opportunit ies  
Part ic ipat ion in  bands and attendance at  music
camps  
Competit ions  and eisteddfods  

DRAMA
Secondary  drama focuses  on the creat ion and
performance of  characters  and stor ies  that
communicate  ideas,  meaning and messages.  By
providing a  range of  opportunit ies ,  students  can
develop new ski l ls  in  creat iv i ty ,  social  understanding,
communicat ion and aesthet ic  control .

ART
Led by  experienced,  creat ive  and dedicated art
teachers,  our  secondary  art  program caters  for  a l l
art ist ic  students.  Through the study of  artworks,  the
pract ices  of  art ists  and their  role  in  society,  students
learn a  wide range of  techniques  as  they  develop their
indiv idual  art  pract ice.  

THE ARTS
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The Arts Pathways

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Music - 
Brass
Instrumental

Music -
Vivace 1

Music -
Vivace 2

Intro to
VCE Music

VCE Music
Units 1-2

VCE Music 
(as selected)
3-4

Art Art Art
Intro to
VCE Art

VCE Art Making
and Exhibiting
1-2

VCE Art Making
and Exhibiting
3-4

VCE
Communication
and Design 1-2

VCE
Communication
and Design 3-4

Drama Drama Production
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THE ARTS
Course Description

Year 7
ART

Time: 4 × 50 minute periods 
Course: Students make and respond to different ideas and apply these ideas to visual art
practices and techniques. They design and create visual expressions of selected themes and
concepts through a variety of visual arts forms and styles. Students develop an informed opinion
about artworks based on their research of current and past artists. They examine their own
culture and develop a deeper understanding of their practices as an artist.
Assessment: Assignments and workbooks
Homework: Up to one hour per week

Year 7
MUSIC

Time: 4 × 50 minute periods 
Course: Students focus on the musical elements of tempo, dynamics, rhythm, mood and pitch.
They learn the basics of music theory, including scale patterns, note types, clefs and time
signatures. Students are assessed on their aural skills in identifying intervals, rhythm patterns
and major and minor triads. They learn to play a brass or woodwind instrument, focusing on
basic techniques, note recognition and rhythm. 
Assessment: Assignments and workbooks
Homework: Up to one hour per week

Years 8-9
ART

Time: 4 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students build on their awareness of how and why artists, craftspeople and designers
realise their ideas through different visual art practices. They refine their personal aesthetic
through working and responding perceptively as an artist, craftsperson or audience. They
identify and explain how artists and audiences interpret artworks through explorations of
different viewpoints.
Assessment: Research, practical projects, tests and assignments
Homework: Up to one hour per week

Years 8-9
MUSIC

Time: 5 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students focus on the musical elements and how these influence composition and
emotions. They are accelerated through the theory behind music analysis, preparing them for
their compositional task. Students are introduced to the Digital Audio Workstations (DAWs) of
Logic Pro and BandLab, and use DAWs for their own composition.
Assessment: Research, practical projects, tests, end of semester exam and assignments
Homework: Up to 1.5 hours per week

Years 8-9 
DRAMA

Time: 5 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students are introduced to the concepts of elements of drama, performance techniques
and theatre styles. As each element is studied, students develop creativity and critical thinking
skills within the realm of theatre and performance. Students learn how to perform and create a
piece of work based on a point of view and how to use evidence of drama techniques to support
these conclusions. They create performances within the styles of “Mime” and “Melodrama” using
performance and drama techniques specific to these theatre styles.
Assessment: Research, practical projects, tests and assignments
Homework: Up to two hours per week

H E R I T A G E  C O L L E G E  K N O X PAGE 51



VCE ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING

Scope of Study

VCE Art Making and Exhibiting introduces students to the methods used to make artworks and
how artworks are presented and exhibited.

Students use inquiry learning to explore, develop and refine the use of materials, techniques
and processes and to develop their knowledge and understanding of the ways artworks are
made. They learn how art elements and art principles are used to create aesthetic qualities in
artworks and how ideas are communicated through the use of visual language. Their knowledge
and skills evolve through the experience of making and presenting their own artworks and
through the viewing and analysis of artworks by other artists.

Visiting and viewing exhibitions and displays of artwork is a necessary part of this study. It helps
students understand how artworks are displayed and exhibitions are curated. It also has an
influence on the students’ own practice, and encourages them to broaden and develop their
own ideas and thinking around their own art making. 

Structure

The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: Explore, expand and investigate
Unit 2: Understand, develop and resolve
Unit 3: Collect, extend and connect
Unit 4: Consolidate, present and conserve

Prerequisites There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit
4 as a sequence. 
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 VCE VISUAL COMMUNIATION AND DESIGN

Scope of Study

Visual Communication Design is distinct in its study of visual language and the role it plays in
communicating ideas, solving problems and influencing behaviours. Students learn how to
manipulate type and imagery when designing for specific contexts, purposes and audiences. 

They choose and combine manual and digital methods, media and materials with design
elements and principles. In doing so, students learn how aesthetic considerations contribute to
the effective communication and resolution of design ideas, and how an understanding of visual
language and its role and potential is the foundation of effective design practice.

Structure

The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: Finding, reframing and resolving design problems
Unit 2: Design contexts and connections
Unit 3: Visual communication in design practice
Unit 4: Delivering design solutions

Prerequisites
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit
4 as a sequence. Units 1–4 are designed to meet the equivalent standard of the final two years of
secondary education. 
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VCE MUSIC - UNITS 1 - 4

Scope of Study

VCE Music is based on active engagement in all aspects of music. Students develop and refine
musicianship skills and knowledge and develop a critical awareness of their relationship with
music as listeners, performers, creators and music makers. Students explore, reflect on and
respond to the music they listen to, create and perform. They analyse and evaluate live and
recorded performances, and learn to incorporate, adapt and interpret musical practices from
diverse cultures, times and locations into their own learning about music as both a social and
cultural practice. 

Students study and practise ways of effectively communicating and expressing musical ideas to
an audience as performers and composers, and respond to musical works as an audience. The
developed knowledge and skills provide a practical foundation enabling students to compose,
arrange, interpret, reimagine, improvise, recreate and critique music in an informed manner.

Structure
Music comprises the following units:

Unit 1 - Organisation of Music
Unit 2 - Effects of Music

Prerequisites
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3; however, students should have been
learning an instrument for at least three years. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a
sequence. 

YEAR 10 - INTRODUCTION TO VCE MUSIC

Scope of Study

By the end of Year 10, students interpret, rehearse and perform a solo and ensemble repertoire
in a range of forms and styles. They demonstrate a developing personal voice and technical
control, expression and stylistic understanding. They use general listening and specific aural
skills to enhance their performances and a knowledge of the elements of music, style and
notation to compose, document and share their music.

Students aurally and visually analyse works and performances of different styles. They evaluate
the use of elements of music and defining characteristics from different musical styles. They use
their understanding of music making in different cultures, times and places to inform and shape
their interpretations, performances and compositions.

Prerequisites Students are required to have learned an instrument for a minimum of three years. 
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Phy s i c a l  Educ a t i o n  im p r ov e s  f i t ne ss  an d  d e v el ops  s k i l l s  i n  pa rt i c i pat i on  i n
g a me s  a nd te a mwor k .  

We  of f e r  a  b r oa d r a ng e  o f  opt ions  t o  p r ov i d e  e v e r y  s tud e n t  w ith  a  v ar i e ty  of
s k i l l s  i n  t he  f ie l d,  on  t he  c our t  a nd  in  t he  po o l .   

He a lt h  Studie s  te a c h e s  s t u de nt s  a b o ut  pos it i v e ,  ho l i st ic  w e l lb e i ng,  w i th  a
c onc e ntr a t i o n  on e duc a t i o n  i n  s el f - e st e e m ,  a s  we l l  a s  b o t h e m ot i on al  an d
me nt a l  he a lth.  

St ude nt s  ma y  c hoos e  to  s t u dy  V CE  H e al t h  a nd H uman D e v e lopm e n t  1-2  i n
Y e a r  1 0 .

HEALTH AND PHYS-ED
Secondary Curriculum 
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YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Health & 
Human Dev
1-2

Health & 
Human Dev
3-4

Health
Phys-Ed

Health
Phys-Ed

Health
Phys-Ed

Health
Phys-Ed

Coaching
and
Fitness
(Elective)

Advanced
Phys-Ed
(Elective)

Physical 
Education 
1-2

Physical 
Education 3-4

Duke of Ed 
BRONZE

Duke of Ed 
SILVER
*special conditions 
apply

Duke of Ed
GOLD 

Health and Phys-Ed Pathways 



Year 7

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: The curriculum encompasses Tennis, Basketball, Swimming, Cricket, Gymnastics, and
Fitness Testing, providing students with a comprehensive range of physical activities. Students
practice water safety, swimming skills, drowning prevention strategies, and basic first aid
techniques to ensure well-rounded physical development and safety awareness.
Assessments: Fitness testing, practical assessments

Year 8

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students engage in units focusing on Racquet (a blend of Tennis and Table Tennis),
Touch Rugby, and Fitness Testing. The Fitness Testing unit offers comprehensive assessments of
students’ physical fitness, including strength, endurance, flexibility, and cardiovascular fitness.
Additionally, students receive training in swimming for improved water safety, swimming skills,
basic first aid, and Bike Education.
Assessments: Fitness testing, practical assessments

Year 9

Time: 2 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students engage in Volleyball, AFL, and Fitness Testing units, all aimed at advancing
their foundational skills and knowledge. In AFL, alongside technical aspects, students learn
about its cultural significance, particularly the role of Indigenous Australians, fostering cultural
awareness and respect. The Fitness Testing unit provides a comprehensive assessment of
students’ physical fitness, including strength, endurance, flexibility, and cardiovascular health.
Furthermore, all students participate in SEPEP, fostering motor and locomotion skills across
various abilities. Additionally, they explore community support services’ accessibility and
effectiveness in promoting healthy choices in a dedicated health unit.
Assessments: Fitness testing, practical assessments

Coaching and Advanced Fitness - Elective
Time:  4 × 50 minute periods
Course: Students apply the coaching theories covered in class to a practical setting. The
theoretical content includes interpersonal skills, tactical awareness, coaching styles and roles,
and the development of a positive team culture. Students also study elite sporting case studies.
Students compare the different fitness requirements for various sports and learn about a variety
of fitness concepts, including nutrition, body systems, and community fitness, all while using
media examples.  
Assessments: Fitness testing, practical assessments

Year 10

Time: 3 × 50 minute periods (semester)
Course: Students participate in a range of invasion, net/wall and striking/fielding sports as well
as activities to promote and encourage students to be active for life. Students analyse how
participation in physical activity and sport influence an individual’s identity, and explore the role
of participation in shaping cultures. The subject also provides opportunities for students to
refine and consolidate personal and social skills in demonstrating leadership, teamwork and
collaboration in a range of physical activities.
Assessments: Fitness testing, practical assessments
Homework: Up to one hour per week

HEALTH AND PHYS-ED
Course Description:
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VCE PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Scope of Study

VCE Physical Education explores the complex interrelationships among anatomical,
biomechanical, physiological and skill acquisition principles to understand their role in
producing and refining movement. It also examines behavioural, psychological, environmental
and sociocultural influences on performance and participation in physical activity. The
assimilation of theoretical understanding and practice is central to the study of VCE Physical
Education. 

Students participate in practical activities to examine the core concepts that underpin
movement and influence performance and participation in physical activity, sport and exercise.
Through integrated physical, written, oral and digital learning experiences, students apply
theoretical concepts and reflect critically on factors that affect all levels of performance and
participation in sport, exercise and physical activity.

Structure

The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: The human body in motion 
Unit 2: Physical activity, sport and society 
Unit 3: Movement skills and energy for physical activity 
Unit 4: Training to improve performance 

Prerequisites There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit
4 as a sequence. 
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VCE HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Scope of Study

VCE Health and Human Development takes a broad and multidimensional approach to defining
and understanding health and wellbeing. Students investigate the World Health Organization’s
definition and other interpretations of health and wellbeing. Students examine health and
wellbeing, and human development as dynamic concepts, subject to a complex interplay of
biological, sociocultural and environmental factors, many of which can be modified by health
care and other interventions. 

This study presents concepts of health and wellbeing, and human development, from a range of
perspectives: individual and collective; local, national and global; and across time and the
lifespan. Students develop health literacy as they connect their learning to their lives,
communities and world. They develop a capacity to respond to health information, advertising
and other media messages, enabling them to put strategies into action to promote health and
wellbeing in both personal and community contexts.

Structure

The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing 
Unit 2: Managing health and development 
Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised world 
Unit 4: Health and human development in a global context 

Prerequisites There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit
4 as a sequence. 
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Camps are an important part of every student’s life at Heritage, all the way

from Year 7 “getting to know each other” camps to Year 12 study camps and

preparing for university. The experiences of setting up tents, canoeing,

climbing high ropes, hiking, abseiling, exploring and just having an

adventure are integral to student development. 

These experiences are full of great times, special memories, developing

confidence, and powerful lessons about the environment, yourself and

others. You just have to be there!

CAMPS



He ritage  Col le ge pr ov ides  stude nts  with  t he  o p p o rtunit y  t o  p a r t i c i pate  i n  the
Duke  of  Edinburgh Award from  Ye a r  9 .  S t ude nt s  w ho  c hoose  th e  A w ar d
c hal le nge  themselves  and s e t  pe rs o na l ,  a c hiev a b l e  goa l s .

As  an award,  part ic ipant  students  j o in  o ve r  5  mi l l io n young  pe ople  i n  ov er
100 c ount r ies .  I t  consists  of  thr ee  le ve l s ,  B r o nz e,  S i lv er  a nd Gold,  w h i ch
c ompr ise  four  sect ions  e ach:  S ki l l ,  S erv ic e ,  Phy sic al  Re cre at i on  and
Adv e nturous  Jou rn e y .

The  awar d is  volunta ry,  f lex ible ,  no n- compe ti t ive ,  bal a nc ed ,  prog re s s iv e ,
c hal le nging and most  of  a l l  e njo ya b l e.  I t  p r o v id es  a n opp ort uni ty  for  young
people  t o  ac hieve personal  ex c el l enc e  and  b ui l d  se l f -e st e e m ,  c onf i de nc e,
se l f - r el iance,  mo tiva t ion and res p e c t  fo r  o thers .

Eac h stud e nt  must  lear n a  ski l l ,  im p r o v e t hei r  p hy sic al  we l lbe i ng,  v olu nte e r
in  the ir  c ommunity  and e xperienc e  a  t e a m a d v entur e  in  a  ne w  e nvi r onm en t.
Al l  jour ne ys  are  planned by  the st ude nt s  a nd a re  a cc o m p a ni e d by  C ol le ge
staf f  and an e xper ie n ced and acc re d it ed tr e kking g uid e .

DUKE OF EDINBURGH
Secondary program
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LEARNING TO STUDY

At  He r it a g e  Co l le g e ,  s tu de nts  do  e x a m s f ro m Y ear  7 ,  b e g in ni n g w i th  Eng l is h,
Ma t hs  a nd B ible  Studie s ,  a nd g r a dua l l y  a dd in g mor e  sub je c ts  e ac h  y e ar .  P art
of  t he  r e as on f or  doing  e xa m s is  to  de v e l o p  t he  s t udy s k i l l s  e s s e n t i al  for
s uc c e s s  i n  the  f ina l  y e a r s  of  s ec o nda r y  s c hool ;  thus,  we  ha v e  a  pr ogr am  to
de v e lop t he s e  sk i l ls .

A  hi g hl i g ht  of  thi s  is  the  L e a r ning  t o  St ud y  progr a m,  w hic h s i ts  be si de  ou r
e x a ms .  In  Y e a r  7 ,  s tude nts  l e a r n t he  d i f f er e n c e  b e tw e e n s tu dy  and
home wor k ,  de ve lop not e - ta king sk i l l s ,  l e a r n how  t o  b ui l d  a  s t u dy  t i m e tabl e ,
a nd pr a c t i c e  me m or is a t io n te c hnique s  and  re l a x a t i o n s t ra t eg i e s .

At  Y e a r  8 ,  t hi s  pr o g r a m c o ntinue s  wi t h  m o r e  m e mo r i sat ion  t e c h ni qu e s ,  e x am
pl a n ni ng  s t ra te g ie s ,  s u c c e s s ful  s tud y  t ip s,  a n d t he  use  o f  pas t  t e s ts  an d
r e v i s i on s he e t s .

At  Y e a r  9 ,  we  r e v ie w a nd r e v is i t  t he se  s t ra t eg ie s.

I n  Y e a r  1 0  a nd be y ond,  the  f oc us  c hang es  t o  V C E ,  wi t h  m o ti v a t i onal  s pe ake rs
i ns pi r i ng  s tude nt s  a nd of f e r i n g  s t udy t e c hni q ue s  and  s tr ate g i e s  f or
or g a ni s a t i o n,  e x a m pr e pa r a t ion,  st r es s  m a na g e m e nt  a n d  s o  on.  
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APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM 
WOOD

Secondary program

Spe c i f ical ly  de signe d for  students  who ha v e  an inte r e st  in  bu i ldi ng,  th is
unique c ourse  use s  th e  appr e ntic eship  m ode l  of  t ra ining  to  g ive  st ude nts  th e
opportuni t y  t o  le a rn valuable  b ui l d i ng ski l ls .  The y f in ish  t h e i r  s tu di e s  as
appr e nti c e s  by  de s igning and bui ldi ng  a  speci a l ised l arge -sc ale  proje c t .
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THE HERITAGE MASTERS
Thi s  pr og r am al lows  s tude n ts  t o  d e s i g n a nd  pl a n the i r  ow n  e le c t i v e ,  wi th
ma ny  opt io ns  s u c h  a s  wr i t ing  a  no v e l ,  i nv e st igat ing  a  Ma t hs  th e or e m ,  or
r e s e a r c hi ng so me thin g ,  wh e th e r  r e l a t e d  to  hi st o r y  o r  r e l ig i o n,  a  soc i al  i ss ue
or  c l i ma t e  c hang e .  

Using the  in it iat ive  of  the  stud ent  to  c hoo se  t he i r  p ro j e c t  and obtai n  th e
ne c e ssary  approval ,  students  wo r k  w it h  a  m entor  to  sup p o r t  and gu ide  th e i r
study.



heritage.vic.edu.au







Through this challenging journey of self-discovery, students are equipped

and empowered to achieve their personal best and learn to take

responsibility for their goals and choices. They become connected to and

actively engaged within their immediate community, and make a real

difference to society through their positive contributions and involvement.

They also learn to persevere and overcome barriers to success, and develop

important life skills.



LEADERSHIP
Equi pping  our  s tude nts  t o  be  young  le a de rs  is  an  impor ta nt  part  of
s t ude nt  de v e lopme nt  a t  He r ita ge Col l e g e  Knox.

F or ma l  l e a de r s hi p  po s it ions  c omme nc e a t  Y e ar  9 ,  whe r e  st udent s  t ak e
on l e a de r s hip  r ol e s  in  a  r a ng e  of  a re as .

Al l  s t ude nt s  ar e  e nc our a g e d t o  l e a d  b y  ex a m p l e  and  w o r k t o w ards  a
le a de r s hi p  posit i o n .  





CLUBS
DEBATI NG CL UB

Stude nts  f r om Y ea r s  7 - 8  ha ve  t he
oppor t uni t y  t o  be  i n v olv e d  i n  t he
De ba ting  Cl ub a nd inters c h ool  de b a t i n g
t hr oug ho ut  the  y e a r .  De ba ti ng  i s  a  spor t
wit h  r ule s  a nd te a ms  whi c h c ompe te
us i ng  t he  a r t  of  la ng ua g e  a nd a rg ume n t .
Stude nts  wor k  a s  a  te a m to  r es e a rc h
t opic s ,  f or m t he ir  a r g ume n t s  a nd
r e pr e s e nt  the i r  te a m’ s  poi nt  of   v i e w.  

ECO CL UB

A s t ude nt - le d in it i a t i v e ,  this  vol unt a r y
c l ub i s  c o mmi tte d to  pr e s e r v ing t he
e nv ir onme nt  and c ontr ibut in g  t o  s a vi n g
t he  pl a ne t .  Wi th  pr oj e c ts  such as
c ol l e c t ing  c ans  f or  re c y c l i ng  a n d
c ol l e c t ing  s e c ond- ha nd s hoe s  t o  be
r e c y c l e d fo r  us e  in  r e ta i l ,  g y m a nd
pl a y g r ound f loor ing ,  we  pr ov ide  t he
s uppor t  r e qui r e d to  e na bl e  the se  v is ions
t o be  br ought  to  l i f e .  

CHESS CL UB

St ude nt s  r e c e iv e  c oa c hing  f r om  a  Che s s
Ma s t e r  i n  de v e l opme nt,  s tr a te g y  a nd
pi e c e  ma nipula t io n,  whi l e  a l s o
pa r t i c ipa t i ng in  r e g ula r  I nte r s c ho o l  C hes s
Tour na m e nt s .  
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