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 Why Caption Your Video Content? 

If the goal is to get your video content in front of a larger audience (and we’re

betting it is), then  closed captions are an essential component of production.

Captions not only help videos rank higher  in search results, but they also increase

accessibility, boost engagement, and improve the overall  viewer experience. 

Today, video content is king. According to Brightcove, it’s 1200x more effective than

text and images combined and one-third of online activity is spent watching video.

So where do captions come into this picture? 



 Why Caption Your Video Content? 

However, what many fail to realize is that search engines, like Google, can’t watch

videos. When you add closed captions to your videos, they become easily searchable

leading to improved discoverability. 

There you have it. Adding captions to video content provides all sorts of benefits,

and that’s what this guide is about. Speaking of captions, where do you get them? 

Getting Captions for Your Videos 
When it comes to captioning videos, you have a few options: do it yourself manually, use an
automated service or hire a professional to do it for you. 

Most busy vloggers and marketers agree that hours spent manually captioning content themselve
is time that could be better spent. As for automated services, the results can vary greatly since
they’re using speech recognition technology. Because of this lack of consistency in accuracy,
search engines do not crawl or index auto-captioned videos. This means that auto-captioned
videos do not enjoy the same SEO boost that videos captioned by real humans do.



Why should you use AI voice over for videos?

The demand for AI in digital video editing, especially for the voice-over

industry, looks good. Some experts believe that AI could be a boon for the

industry because it will make creating quality content more affordable for

creators on low budgets. Being an affordable tool provides many

opportunities, especially for startups and small businesses. Using AI voice

over instead of actors allows brands to create videos much faster and

cheaper. For adapting videos to various languages, translate AI voice over

save the time and cost even more. 

Save cost of creating voice over audio with voice over actors

Fast turnaround time

Easy to scale

Translate video with AI voice over/ video dubber:



Closed Captions on Facebook 

In 2017, Facebook released a feature that uses speech-to-text software to add captions

automatically to all videos in English. However, these auto-generated captions are often

inaccurate, and if your video isn’t in English, or only for English-speaking audiences, you

can’t rely on it all.

For these reasons and others, many vloggers and video content producers opt to add their

own captions to Facebook videos. But that caption integration has some nuances.

Facebook puts the burden of identifying the language in the captions on their users, as

well as adding the country code for the language’s nation of origin. Even if you only have

one captions file and Facebook knows your preferred language, the site doesn’t

automatically make the connection. 

Facebook Caption Requirements 

Facebook requires you to put a language suffix on all your caption files,  even if your

language is English. Someone in the U.S. uploading a captions  file in Spanish to a

Facebook video needs to title their file something like “captions.es_LA.srt”. This is

because even though the speaker is in the U.S., and so are their viewers, the Spanish

language didn’t originate here, so “LA” is the generic country code for Spanish.

You can do this yourself, or, if you’re placing an order with Rev you can select the option

to get Facebook-ready Captions. Since other sites don’t have the same rules, you’ll be able

to use the file on all your channels at once, without having to remember to rename it.





Closed Captions on YouTube 

If you want to get the most accurate captions for your YouTube videos, you’re best off

using an online closed captioning service. Although YouTube does offer a free automatic

closed captions feature, even they admit the results can vary greatly since they’re using

speech recognition technology. 

A quick Google search of “youtube caption fail” yields over 13 million results,

demonstrating the well-known shortcoming of automatic captions compared to human

captioning services. Some of the YouTube closed caption fails are quite humorous, but

certainly not something you want to see in your professional videos. 

On the next page, we’ve put together step-by-step instructions for uploading closed

caption files to your YouTube videos.

https://www.hei.io/signup-form
https://www.hei.io/blog/how-to-voice-over-youtube-videos


How to Upload Captions to Youtube Videos 





Closed Captions on Vimeo 

In general, Vimeo tends to attract a supportive community of users who offer constructive

feedback on videos. It’s also free of ads, unlike its competitors. After YouTube, Vimeo is

the second most popular video hosting platform. 

In 2014, Vimeo made it possible to caption your video content and doing so is pretty

simple. To add captions to a video on Vimeo, you will first need a caption file. You can

engage a professional captioning company to create a file, or use one of the do-it-yourself

captioning sites.



Product Demo Video Examples

Translate your videos with ease. AI voice-overs, video/ audio dubbing in 70+ languages

with 250+ voices. Easily add captions, translated subtitles, translate voice-overs and

more.

https://www.hei.io/
https://www.hei.io/video-dubber


About Hei.io

Why Hei.io?

Rapid, 90% accurate translating: Captioning normally takes forever, often with multiple

errors. Our product processes your videos quickly with few errors. When it’s done, you

can have captions and voice-overs in 70+ languages.

Realistic AI voice-over: Are you searching for voice dubbing that doesn’t sound robotic and

awkward? We have over 250 naturally sounding voices in 70+ languages to choose from

and customize.

https://www.hei.io/subtitle-generator

