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2025 marks the 45th year of service for the Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission (MITSC) as 
ŇĻĸ ļŁŇĸŅĺłŉĸŅŁŀĸŁŇĴĿ ĵłķŌ ĶĻĴŅĺĸķ ŊļŇĻ ĶłŁŇļŁňĴĿĿŌ ŅĸŉļĸŊļŁĺ ŇĻĸ ĸըĸĶŇļŉĸŁĸņņ łĹ ŇĻĸ AĶŇ Ňł 
�ŀŃĿĸŀĸŁŇ ŇĻĸ �ĴļŁĸ �ŁķļĴŁ �ĸŇŇĿĸŀĸŁŇ AĶŇ łĹ ҬҴҳҫ Ѷъ�ŀŃĿĸŀĸŁŇļŁĺ AĶŇыѷн �Ļĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁ ĴĿņł 
monitors the evolving social, economic, and legal relationships between the Houlton Band of 
Maliseet Indians (Wolastoq), the Passamaquoddy Tribe (Peskotomuhkati), the Penobscot Nation 
Ѷ�ĸŁĴŊĴĻŃņľĸņĸľѷк ĴŁķ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸ łĹ �ĴļŁĸн AŁ ňŃķĴŇĸķ �ļņņļłŁ �ŇĴŇĸŀĸŁŇк ĶĿĸĴŅĿŌ ķĸիŁĸķ �łĶňņ 
AŅĸĴņк ĴŁķ Ĵ ķĸŇĴļĿĸķ �łŅľ �ĿĴŁ ņĻĴŃĸķ ŇĻĸ �����щņ ļŁļŇļĴŇļŉĸņ ŇĻŅłňĺĻłňŇ ŇĻĸ ŌĸĴŅн �Ł ĵĸĻĴĿĹ 
łĹ ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁ ĴŁķ ņŇĴըк � Ĵŀ ŃĿĸĴņĸķ Ňł ņĻĴŅĸ ŇĻĸ �ĴļŁĸ �ŁķļĴŁ �ŅļĵĴĿп�ŇĴŇĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁщņ 
AŁŁňĴĿ RĸŃłŅŇ Ĵņ ŅĸńňļŅĸķ ĵŌ ļŇņ 
ŌĿĴŊņк AŅŇļĶĿĸ ���Ѷ
ѷн �Ļĸ ĴĶĶłŀŃĿļņĻŀĸŁŇņ łňŇĿļŁĸķ ļŁ ŇĻļņ ŅĸŃłŅŇ 
ŅĸձĸĶŇ ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁщņ ŅĸŁĸŊĸķ ŀłŇļŉĴŇļłŁ ĴŁķ ĺŅłŊļŁĺ ņĸŁņĸ łĹ ŃňŅŃłņĸн

�Ļĸ ŌĸĴŅņ ҭҫҭүпҭҫҭҰ ŊĸŅĸ Ĵ ŃĸŅļłķ łĹ ŀĸĴŁļŁĺĹňĿ ŇŅĴŁņļŇļłŁņн �ĴŁķŅĴ Ѷ�ĴŁķŌѷ !ĴŀĴĿк �łŀŀļņņļłŁĸŅ 
ĹŅłŀ ŇĻĸ �ĴņņĴŀĴńňłķķŌ �Ņļĵĸщņ �ļŃĴŌļľ ĶłŀŀňŁļŇŌк ĶłŀŃĿĸŇĸķ ĻĸŅ ŇĸŅŀ ĴŁķ ŊĴņ ņňĶĶĸĸķĸķ ĵŌ 
ĹłŅŀĸŅ �ŅļĵĴĿ �ĻļĸĹ ĴŁķ �ŇĴŇĸ RĸŃŅĸņĸŁŇĴŇļŉĸ RĸŁĴ �ĸŊĸĿĿк ŊĻł ĵŅļŁĺņ ķĸĸŃ ļŁņļĺĻŇ ĴŁķ ĸŋŃĸŅļĸŁĶĸ 
Ňł ŇĻĸ ŅłĿĸн �łŁĺпņĸŅŉļŁĺ �ŇĴŇĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁĸŅ RļĶĻĴŅķ RłņĸŁ ĶłŁĶĿňķĸķ Ļļņ ŇĸŅŀк ĴŁķ ����� 
ŊĸĿĶłŀĸķ �łŉĸŅŁłŅ �ļĿĿņщ ĴŃŃłļŁŇĸĸк �łŅķłŁ Ѷ�ĸĿņѷ �ŅĴŀĸŅк Ĵ �ļņĻĸŅļĸņ 
ļłĿłĺļņŇк ŊĻł ŅĸŇļŅĸķ 
ĹŅłŀ ŇĻĸ �ĴļŁĸ �ĸŃĴŅŇŀĸŁŇ łĹ �ŁĿĴŁķ �ļņĻĸŅļĸņ ĴŁķ �ļĿķĿļĹĸк ĴճĸŅ Үұ ŌĸĴŅņ ŀĴŁĴĺļŁĺ ļŁĿĴŁķ իņĻ 
ŃłŃňĿĴŇļłŁņ ļŁ ŇĻĸ �ĸŁłĵņĶłŇ RĸĺļłŁн �ĸ ĽłļŁņ ĹĸĿĿłŊ �ŇĴŇĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁĸŅ RłĵĸŅŇ Ѷ
łĵѷ �ĻĸĶľłŊĴŌ 
ŊĻł ŊĴņ ŅĸĴŃŃłļŁŇĸķ ĵŌ �łŉĸŅŁłŅ �ĴŁĸŇ �ļĿĿņ Ňł Ĵ ŇĻļŅķ ŇĸŅŀн AķķļŇļłŁĴĿĿŌк �ĴŁĴĺļŁĺ �ļŅĸĶŇłŅ �ĴňĿ 
�ĻļĵĸĴňĿŇ ŅĸŇļŅĸķ ĴճĸŅ իŉĸ ŌĸĴŅņ łĹ ķĸķļĶĴŇĸķ ĿĸĴķĸŅņĻļŃн �ĴňĿ ŃĿĴŌĸķ Ĵ ľĸŌ ŅłĿĸ łŁ ŇĻĸ �ĴļŁĸ �ŅļĵĴĿп
�ŇĴŇĸ �Ĵņľ �łŅĶĸ łŁ �ĻĴŁĺĸņ Ňł ŇĻĸ �ĴļŁĸ �ŁķļĴŁ �ĿĴļŀņ �ĸŇŇĿĸŀĸŁŇ AĶŇ ĴŁķ ŊĴņ ļŁņŇŅňŀĸŁŇĴĿ ļŁ 
ĴķŉĴŁĶļŁĺ ŇĻĸ ҭҫҭҭ �ŅļĵĴĿп�ŇĴŇĸ �łĿĿĴĵłŅĴŇļłŁ AĶŇн

MITSC is deeply grateful for the unprecedented level of encouragement received from the Maine 
ŃňĵĿļĶ ĴŁķ ŃŅļŉĴŇĸ ĹňŁķĸŅņ ļŁ ҭҫҭүпҭҫҭҰн �Ļļņ ņňŃŃłŅŇ ĻĴņ ņļĺŁļիĶĴŁŇĿŌ ĴķŉĴŁĶĸķ ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁщņ 
ĸķňĶĴŇļłŁĴĿ ŀļņņļłŁн ����� ĻĴņ ĶŅĸĴŇĸķ Ĵ ĶłŀŃŅĸĻĸŁņļŉĸ łŁĿļŁĸ ĿļĵŅĴŅŌ łĹ ĿĸĺĴĿк ĻļņŇłŅļĶĴĿк 
ĴŁķ ĶňĿŇňŅĴĿĿŌ ļŁĹłŅŀĴŇļŉĸ ŀĴŇĸŅļĴĿņ łŁ ŇĻĸ �ĸŇŇĿĸŀĸŁŇ AĶŇ ŇĻĴŇ ĻĸĿŃņ ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁ ŀĸĸŇ ļŇņ 
ŅĸņŃłŁņļĵļĿļŇļĸņ ĴŁķ ņĸŅŉĸņ ŇĻĸ Łĸĸķņ łĹ ņŇĴľĸĻłĿķĸŅņ ĴŁķ ŇĻĸ ŃňĵĿļĶн   �ĸŊ ŃŅļŉĴŇĸ ĺŅĴŁŇ ĹňŁķļŁĺ 
ĸŁĴĵĿĸķ ����� Ňł ŃŅłŀłŇĸ ŇĻĸ իŁķļŁĺņ ĴŁķ ŅĸĶłŀŀĸŁķĴŇļłŁņ łĹ ŇĻĸ �ea Run ņŇňķŌ ŅĸŃłŅŇн �ĸ ĴŅĸ 

ĸŋĶļŇĸķ ĴĵłňŇ ŇĻĸ ĿĴňŁĶĻ łĹ ŇĻĸ �ea Run audiobook, narrated by 
four Wabanaki tribal members and featuring beautiful Wabanaki 
ņļŁĺļŁĺн   �ňŅ ŊłŅľ ĶłŁŇļŁňĸņ Ňł ķĸŉĸĿłŃ Ĵ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ �ňĿŇňŅĴĿ 
Competency Curriculum for training Maine state workers and 
łŇĻĸŅ ļŁķļŉļķňĴĿņн 

�ĸ ĴŅĸ ŃŅłňķ Ňł ņĻĴŅĸ ŇĻĸ ŌĸĴŅщņ ņļĺŁļիĶĴŁŇ ŃŅłĺŅĸņņ ĴŁķ 
illuminate the promising path to improved state-tribal relations 
ŇĻĴŇ Ŀļĸņ ĴĻĸĴķн

Moving forward together,

 
Jill E. Tompkins 

Executive Director 

Penobscot Nation Citizen

 Executive Director’s Message
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ъѺAѻŁŌ ĿĸĺļņĿĴŇļŉĸ ņłĿňŇļłŁ Ňł ŇĻļņ ѺĿĴŁķѻ ĶĿĴļŀ н н н ņĻłňĿķ ĵĸ ķļŅĸĶŇĸķ Ňł 
Ĵ ŊłŅľĴĵĿĸ ŅĸņłĿňŇļłŁ ŊĻļĶĻ ļņ ĹĴļŅ ĴŁķ ĽňņŇ ĹłŅ ĴĿĿ ŃĴŅŇļĸņ ļŁŉłĿŉĸķн  
�łŅ ŇĻĸ �łŁĺŅĸņņ Ňł ĴŇŇĸŀŃŇ ĴŁŌŇĻļŁĺ ņĻłŅŇ łĹ ŇĻļņ ŊłňĿķ ĵĸ Ŀĸņņ ŇĻĴŁ 
ŅĸņŃłŁņļĵĿĸн �Ļĸ ŇĸņŇ łĹ Ĵ ĺłłķ ĿĸĺļņĿĴŇļŉĸ ņłĿňŇļłŁ ļņ ĹĴļŅŁĸņņ ĴŁķ 
equity to both Indian citizens of Maine, and non-Indians citizens of 
�ĴļŁĸ ĴŁķ ŁłŁп�ŁķļĴŁ ĶļŇļōĸŁņ ŇĻŅłňĺĻłňŇ ŇĻĸ �ŁļŇĸķ �ŇĴŇĸņны 

�ĸĴŅļŁĺņ 
ĸĹłŅĸ ŇĻĸ �ĸĿĸĶŇ �łŀŀļŇŇĸĸ łŁ �ŁķļĴŁ AըĴļŅņ łŁ �н ҭҳҭҴ 
Ňł �Ņłŉļķĸ ĹłŅ ŇĻĸ �ĸŇŇĿĸŀĸŁŇ łĹ ŇĻĸ �ĴļŁĸ �ŁķļĴŁ �ĴŁķ �ĿĴļŀņк ҴұŇĻ �łŁĺн Ҭпҭ ѶҬҴҳҫѷ 

ѶņŇĴŇĸŀĸŁŇ łĹ �ĸŁн �łĻŁ �ĸĿĶĻĸŅк �ĻĴļŅк �ĸŁĴŇĸ �ĸĿĸĶŇ �łŀŀн łŁ �ŁķļĴŁ AըĴļŅņѷн
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�Ł ŇĻĸ ҬҴҲҫņк ŇĻĸ �ĴņņĴŀĴńňłķķŌ �Ņļĵĸ ĴŁķ ŇĻĸ 
�ĸŁłĵņĶłŇ �ĴŇļłŁ իĿĸķ ĶĿĴļŀņ Ňł ŁĸĴŅĿŌ ŇŊłпŇĻļŅķņ łĹ 
�ĴļŁĸк łŅ ĴĿŀłņŇ ҭкҫҫҫ ņńňĴŅĸ ŀļĿĸņн �Ļĸ ĶĿĴļŀņ ŊĸŅĸ 
ĵĴņĸķ łŁ ŇĻĸ �łŁļŁŇĸŅĶłňŅņĸ AĶŇ łĹ ҬҲҴҫк ŊĻļĶĻ 
required Congress to approve any transfer of land 
ĹŅłŀ �ŁķļĴŁņ  Ňł ŁłŁп�ŁķļĴŁņн �Ļĸ ŇŅļĵĸņ ĴĿĿĸĺĸķ ŇĻĴŇ 
the states of Massachusetts and Maine acquired 
ŇĻĸļŅ ĿĴŁķņ ŊļŇĻłňŇ �łŁĺŅĸņņщ ĴŃŃŅłŉĴĿк ŉļłĿĴŇļŁĺ 
ŇĻĸ �łŁļŁŇĸŅĶłňŅņĸ AĶŇн �Ļĸ �н�н �ļņŇŅļĶŇ �łňŅŇ ĹłŅ 
ŇĻĸ �ļņŇŅļĶŇ łĹ �ĴļŁĸ ĹłňŁķ ŇĻĸ ĶĿĴļŀņ ŉļĴĵĿĸн

�Ł ҬҴҳҫк ĴŁ ĴĺŅĸĸŀĸŁŇ ŊĴņ ŅĸĴĶĻĸķ ĵĸŇŊĸĸŁ 
the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians, the 
Passamaquoddy Tribe, the Penobscot Nation, and 
ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸ łĹ �ĴļŁĸ Ňł ņĸŇŇĿĸ ŇĻĸ ĶĿĴļŀņн �Ļĸ ŅĸņňĿŇļŁĺ 
negotiations led to the enactment of the Maine 
�ŁķļĴŁ �ĿĴļŀņ �ĸŇŇĿĸŀĸŁŇ AĶŇ Ѷ�ĸŇŇĿĸŀĸŁŇ AĶŇѷк 
ŊĻļĶĻ �ŅĸņļķĸŁŇ �ļŀŀŌ �ĴŅŇĸŅ ņļĺŁĸķ łŁ �ĶŇłĵĸŅ 
ҬҬк ҬҴҳҫн �Ň ĶłŁņļņŇņ łĹ ŇŊł ņŇĴŇňŇĸņк łŁĸ ĸŁĴĶŇĸķ ĵŌ 
Congress and the other promulgated by the Maine 
�ĸĺļņĿĴŇňŅĸн �Ļĸ ĹĸķĸŅĴĿ ĴĶŇ ņĸŇŇĿĸķ ŇĻĸ ĶĿĴļŀņ ĴŁķ 
awarded the tribes money as reparations for the 

ĿĴŁķ ļĿĿĸĺĴĿĿŌ ŇĴľĸŁ ĹŅłŀ ŇĻĸŀн �Ł ҬҴҳұк ŇĻĸ ĹĸķĸŅĴĿ 
Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians Supplementary 
�ĿĴļŀņ �ĸŇŇĿĸŀĸŁŇ AĶŇ ŊĴņ ĸŁĴĶŇĸķн �Ļĸ AŅłłņŇłłľ 

ĴŁķ łĹ �ļĶŀĴĶņ Ѷ�ļщľŀĴń �ĴŇļłŁѷ �ĸŇŇĿĸŀĸŁŇ AĶŇ 
ŊĴņ ŃĴņņĸķ ļŁ ҬҴҴҬн �Ļĸ �ĸŇŇĿĸŀĸŁŇ ĴլŅŀĸķ ŇĻĸ 
ņłŉĸŅĸļĺŁŇŌ łĹ ŇĻĸ ŇŅļĵĴĿ ŁĴŇļłŁņ ĵňŇ Ŀĸճ ļŁ ŃĿĴĶĸ 
much of the authority that the State had taken onto 
ļŇņĸĿĹ Ňł ŅĸĺňĿĴŇĸ ŇĻĸ ŇŅļĵĸņн �ļŉĸŁ ŇĻļņ ŁĸŊ ķļŉļņļłŁ 
of power and authority, there was concern that 
ĹňŇňŅĸ ķļņŃňŇĸņ ĶłňĿķ ĴŅļņĸн AĶĶłŅķļŁĺ Ňł łŁĸ łĹ ŇĻĸ 
Settlement negotiators, the original vision for the 
Commission was to provide an institutionalized 
forum for ongoing discussions of the tribal-state 
ŅĸĿĴŇļłŁņĻļŃн �Ň ŊĴņ ĴŁŇļĶļŃĴŇĸķ ŇĻĴŇ ŇĻĸ ĶłŀŀļņņļłŁ 
ŀļĺĻŇ ņĸŅŉĸ Ĵņ ĴŁ łլĶļĴĿ ĵłķŌ Ňł ĸŋŃĿłŅĸ ŃłņņļĵĿĸ 
ĹňŇňŅĸ ĶĻĴŁĺĸņ Ňł ŇĻĸ ĴĺŅĸĸŀĸŁŇн �Ļĸ ĶłŀŀļņņļłŁ 
was not given power to force future amendments 
ĵňŇ ĶłňĿķ ŃŅłŉļķĸ Ĵ ņĸŇŇļŁĺ ĹłŅ łŁĺłļŁĺ ķļĴĿłĺňĸнҬ  
�łŊĸŉĸŅк ŇĻĸ ĴĶŇňĴĿ ņŇĴŇňŇłŅŌ ĿĴŁĺňĴĺĸ łĹ Үҫ �R�A 
҅ ұҭҬҭ ļņ ŀňĶĻ ŀłŅĸ ĶļŅĶňŀņĶŅļĵĸķ ŇĻĴŁ ŊĴņ 
ļŁļŇļĴĿĿŌ ĶłŁŇĸŀŃĿĴŇĸķн 

I.

1  Patterson, John M.R., “The Maine Indian Land Claim Settlement: A Personal Recollection,” Maine 
History, Vol. 46, No. 2, Article 5, 194  (June 1, 2012).

Advancing MITSC’s Mission

HISTORY
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MISSION
We work to secure a future where all value 
Wabanaki self-determination, Wabanaki  
cultures are preserved and lands protected, 
and the mutual well-being of tribal and 
non-tribal communities is promoted through 
ĸķňĶĴŇļłŁ ĴŁķ ŅĸĿĴŇļłŁņĻļŃ ĵňļĿķļŁĺн
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More recently, MITSC has been tasked with 
reviewing and commenting on proposed 
competitive solicitations for the development and 
ĶłŁņŇŅňĶŇļłŁ łĹ łըņĻłŅĸ ŊļŁķ ŃłŊĸŅ ŃŅłĽĸĶŇņ ļŁ 
ŇĻĸ �ňĿĹ łĹ �ĴļŁĸн AķķļŇļłŁĴĿĿŌк ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁ 
monitors state agency compliance with the Tribal-
�ŇĴŇĸ �łĿĿĴĵłŅĴŇļłŁ AĶŇ ĴŁķ ļņ Ĵ ŅĸŃłņļŇłŅŌ ĹłŅ ŇĻĸ 
ĴĺĸŁĶļĸņщ ĵļĸŁŁļĴĿ ŅĸŃłŅŇņн  

�ĸņŃļŇĸ ŁłŇ ĵĸļŁĺ ĸŋŃĿļĶļŇĿŌ ŇĴņľĸķ ŊļŇĻ ŀĸķļĴŇļŁĺ 
tribal-state disputes, throughout its 45-year 
ĻļņŇłŅŌк ����� ъĻĴņ ņĸŅŉĸķ Ĵņ Ĵ ĹňĿĶŅňŀ ĹłŅ 
trying to balance the inconsistencies of a political 
solution to possibly the most far-reaching crisis in 
ŇĻĸ ĻļņŇłŅŌ łĹ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸ łĹ �ĴļŁĸны2   �ļŇĻ �����щņ 
involvement, relations between tribes and non-
ŇŅļĵĴĿ ĸŁŇļŇļĸņ ņĴŊ ļŀŃŅłŉĸŀĸŁŇņ ļŁ ҭҫҭүпҭҫҭҰн

Statutory Duties
The Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission’s original statutory duties include:

 ● To continually review and make reports concerning the effectiveness 
of the Implementing Act, and the social, economic, and legal 
relationship between the tribes and the State of Maine.

 ● To recommend approval of lands to be included in the Passamaquoddy 
Tribe or the Penobscot Nation’s territory.

 ● To designate, subject to approval by the State of Maine Legislature, 
extended reservations.

 ● To enact fishing rules on certain ponds, rivers, and streams within 
or bordering Indian Territory.

 ● To make reports about fish and wildlife policies on non-Indian lands to 
protect Passamaquoddy and Penobscot fisheries and wildlife.

2 Rolde, Neil. (2004). Unsettled Past, Unsettled Future – The Story of Maine Indians, p. 318.



Focus Areas

MITSC’s projects come within one of 

five Priority Focus Areas.

IMPROVING THE SETTLEMENT 

ACT’S EFFECTIVENESS AND 

TRIBAL-STATE RELATIONS
MITSC issues research reports and participates in Tribal-State Task 
Force efforts to reach mutually beneficial solutions to Settlement 
Act-related conflicts. The Commission tracks the implementation 
of the Maine Tribal-State Collaboration  Act by reviewing agency 
agreements and reports. MITSC has begun planning a Wabanaki-
focused cultural competency training designed to enhance tribal-
state working relationships.

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

The Commission has created and maintains a comprehensive 
online library of resources about the Settlement Act. MITSC 
produces “Tributaries,” a narrative journalism series about the 
Wabanaki peoples, their history, and their present-day concerns. 
The Commission monitors and advocates for the implementation 
and funding of the Wabanaki Studies Law of 2001. The “Wabanaki 
Cultural Competency Training” is being developed by the 
Commission and will have its inaugural session in the fall of 2026.



NATURAL RESOURCE 

PROTECTION

The Commission develops fishing rules for Indian territory boundary 
waters that balance fisheries conservation needs  and tribal 
sustenance rights. MITSC published “Sea Run,” a report outlining the 
detrimental impact of historical Maine policies on tribal fisheries and 
offering remedial solutions. MITSC tracks environmental conditions 
potentially harmful to Wabanaki lands and populations and explores 
preventive and remedial measures.

SUSTAINING CULTURES

The Commission promotes Wabanaki inclusion in State 
land decision-making. MITSC provides opportunities for 
Wabanaki culture and language to be preserved and 
shared. The Commission monitors the repatriation of 
Wabanaki lands, remains, funerary objects, and cultural 
heritage items.

ECONOMIC & REVENUE 
DEVELOPMENT
MITSC collects and analyzes data on Wabanaki successes and 
barriers in economic development. The Commission tracks the 
implementation of Wabanaki-owned sports betting and provides 
recommendations for operational improvement. The first-ever 
survey of Wabanaki economic enterprises is being conducted by 
MITSC and will publish a report of its findings.



DARREN RANCO

Commission
Composition
The Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission consists of 
ҬҮ ŀĸŀĵĸŅņн �ļŋ ŀĸŀĵĸŅņ ĴŅĸ ĴŃŃłļŁŇĸķ ĵŌ ŇĻĸ �łŉĸŅŁłŅ 
łĹ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸ łĹ �ĴļŁĸк ņňĵĽĸĶŇ Ňł ŅĸŉļĸŊ ĵŌ ŇĻĸ �łļŁŇ 
�ŇĴŁķļŁĺ �łŀŀļŇŇĸĸ łŁ ŇĻĸ �ňķļĶļĴŅŌ ĴŁķ ĶłŁիŅŀĴŇļłŁ 
ĵŌ ŇĻĸ �ĴļŁĸ �ĸŁĴŇĸн �Ļĸ �łňĿŇłŁ 
ĴŁķ łĹ �ĴĿļņĸĸŇ 
Indians appoints two members, the Passamaquoddy 
Tribe appoints two, and two are appointed by the 
�ĸŁłĵņĶłŇ �ĴŇļłŁн �Ļĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁĸŅņ ņĸŅŉĸ ŇĻŅĸĸп
ŌĸĴŅ ŇĸŅŀņн �ňĵĿļĶ �ĴŊ ҮҲҫк ъAŁ AĶŇ RĸĺĴŅķļŁĺ ŇĻĸ 
�ĴļŁĸ �ŁķļĴŁ �ŅļĵĴĿп�ŇĴŇĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁкы ĸņŇĴĵĿļņĻĸņ 
staggered terms for the Commissioners appointed by the 
�łŉĸŅŁłŅн �Ļĸ ҬҮŇĻ ŀĸŀĵĸŅк ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁщņ �ĻĴļŅк 
ļņ ņĸĿĸĶŇĸķ ĵŌ Ĵ ŀĴĽłŅļŇŌ ŉłŇĸ łĹ ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁĸŅņ ĴŁķ 
ņĸŅŉĸņ Ĵ ĹłňŅпŌĸĴŅ ŇĸŅŀн   

Nine members constitute a Committee quorum, and 
seven members must vote in favor of a decision for it 
Ňł ĵĸ ŉĴĿļķн AŇ ŇĻļņ Ňļŀĸк ŇĻĸŅĸ ĴŅĸ ĹłňŅ ŉĴĶĴŁĶļĸņ ļŁ 
ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁ ņĸĴŇņ Ňł ĵĸ իĿĿĸķ ĵŌ ŇĻĸ �łŉĸŅŁłŅщņ 
ĴŃŃłļŁŇŀĸŁŇн �Ļĸ ĹłĿĿłŊļŁĺ �łŀŀļņņļłŁĸŅņ ņĸŅŉĸķ 
during 2024-2025:  

 ● Joseph (Joey) Barnes 
PASSAMAQUODDY AT MOTAHKOMIKUK

 ● Robert (Bob) Checkoway 
STATE OF MAINE

 ● Oshikiyol (Zeke) Crofton-Macdonald 
HOULTON BAND OF MALISEET INDIANS

 ● Gordon (Nels) Kramer STATE OF MAINE

 ● Rena Newell PASSAMAQUODDY AT SIPAYIK

 ● Robert (Bert) Polchies PENOBSCOT

 ● Darren Ranco PENOBSCOT

 ● Samuel (Sam) St. John 
HOULTON BAND OF MALISEET INDIANS

 ● Newell Lewey 
A PASSAMAQUODDY TRIBAL CITIZEN,  

SERVES AS MITSC CHAIR

BOB CHECKOWAY

ZEKE CROFTON-MACDONALD

BERT POLCHIES

RENA NEWELL

SAM ST. JOHN

NEWELL LEWEY

NELS KRAMER

JOEY BARNES
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MEETINGS

����� ĸŁķĸĴŉłŅņ Ňł ŀĴľĸ ļŇņ ŀĸĸŇļŁĺņ ĴĶĶĸņņļĵĿĸ Ňł Ĵņ ŀĴŁŌ ļŁķļŉļķňĴĿņ Ĵņ ŃłņņļĵĿĸн �ŁпŃĸŅņłŁ 
ņĸņņļłŁņ ĴŅĸ ĻĸĿķ łŁ łŅ ŁĸĴŅ Ĵ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ ŅĸņĸŅŉĴŇļłŁн ����� ĿļŉĸņŇŅĸĴŀņ ĸŉĸŅŌ ŀĸĸŇļŁĺк ĴŁķ ŅĸĶłŅķļŁĺņ 
ĴŅĸ ĴŉĴļĿĴĵĿĸ łŁ !łň�ňĵĸн �ļŁňŇĸņ łĹ ŇĻĸ ŀĸĸŇļŁĺņ ĴŅĸ ĹłňŁķ łŁ �����щņ ŊĸĵņļŇĸ ĴŇ ŊŊŊнŀļŇņĶнłŅĺн 
Meetings were held in 2024-2025 at the following locations:

 JANUARY 12, 2024  RĴŁķĴĿĿ �ŇňķĸŁŇ �ĸŁŇĸŅк  �ŁļŉĸŅņļŇŌ łĹ �ĴļŁĸ ĴŇ AňĺňņŇĴ

 MARCH 15, 2024  Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians Community Center, Houlton

 MAY 10, 2024   Wabanaki Cultural Center, Calais

 JULY 10, 2024   University of Maine at Presque Isle

 SEPTEMBER 13, 2024  Cobscook Institute, Trescott Township

 NOVEMBER 8, 2024  �ĸŁłĵņĶłŇ �ĴŇļłŁ �ļĶĻłĿĴņ �ĴŃļĸĿ �Ņн 
ňļĿķļŁĺк �ŁķļĴŁ �ņĿĴŁķ

 JANUARY 10, 2025  �ĴņņĴŀĴńňłķķŌ �ŅļĵĴĿ �լĶĸņк �łŇĴĻľłŀļľňľ

 APRIL 18, 2025  RĴŁķĴĿĿ �ŇňķĸŁŇ �ĸŁŇĸŅк  �ŁļŉĸŅņļŇŌ łĹ �ĴļŁĸ ĴŇ AňĺňņŇĴ

 JUNE 6, 2025   Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians Community Center, Houlton

 JULY 18, 2025   �ļщľŀĴń �ĴŇļłŁ �ŅļĵĴĿ �լĶĸņк �Ņĸņńňĸ �ņĿĸ

 NOVEMBER 14, 2025  �ĴņņĴŀĴńňłķķŌ �ŅļĵĴĿ AķŀļŁļņŇŅĴŇļłŁ 
ňļĿķļŁĺк �ļŃĴŌļľ

MEETINGS DURING 2026 WILL BE HELD AS FOLLOWS:

 JANUARY 9, 2026  Colby College, Waterville

 APRIL 10, 2026  �ĸŁłĵņĶłŇ �ĴŇļłŁ �ļĶľ �ĴŃļĸĿ �Ņн 
ňļĿķļŁĺк �ŁķļĴŁ �ņĿĴŁķ

 JULY 10, 2026   �ĴņņĴŀĴńňłķķŌ �ŅļĵĴĿ �լĶĸņк �łŇĴĻľłŀļľňľ

 OCTOBER 9, 2026  Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians Community Center, Houlton
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STAFF & CONSULTANTS

����� ĻĴņ ŇŊł ĹňĿĿпŇļŀĸ ņŇĴը ŀĸŀĵĸŅņм  �ļĿĿ �łŀŃľļŁņк 

ņńк Ĵ �ĸŁłĵņĶłŇ �ĴŇļłŁ ĶļŇļōĸŁк ļņ ŇĻĸ 
ŋĸĶňŇļŉĸ 
�ļŅĸĶŇłŅк ĴŁķ RĴĶĻĸĿ 
ĸĿĿ ļņ ŇĻĸ �ŅłĽĸĶŇņ �łłŅķļŁĴŇłŅн 
�ĻĴŁľņ Ňł Ĵ �łĿňŀĵļĴ �ŁļŉĸŅņļŇŌ �ĸĿĿłŊņĻļŃк �ĸŅĸņĴ 
�ļŁĺĻк ĴŁ ĴŇŇłŅŁĸŌ ĿļĶĸŁņĸķ Ňł ŃŅĴĶŇļĶĸ ļŁ AňņŇŅĴĿļĴ 
ĴŁķ Ĵ ŅĸĶĸŁŇ ŅĸĶļŃļĸŁŇ łĹ ĴŁ ��� ķĸĺŅĸĸк ĶłŁķňĶŇĸķ 
ĿĸĺĴĿ ŅĸņĸĴŅĶĻ ĴŁķ ŊŅļŇļŁĺ ĹłŅ ����� łŉĸŅ ҭҮ Ŋĸĸľņн 
Her work focused on the �ea Run implementation 
ŃŅłĽĸĶŇņ ķĸŇĴļĿĸķ ĿĴŇĸŅ ļŁ ŇĻļņ ŅĸŃłŅŇн

The Commission is assisted by several talented 
ĶłŁņňĿŇĴŁŇņм RĴի �łŃľļŁņк �ŅĸņļķĸŁŇ ĴŁķ �ŅĸĴŇļŉĸ 
�ļŅĸĶŇłŅ łĹ �ĸĶŇļłŁ �ļĺŁ ���нк ĸŋŃĸŅļĸŁĶĸķ ĴŇŇłŅŁĸŌ 
ĴŁķ ĿĸĺĴĿ ŅĸņĸĴŅĶĻĸŅ �ňķņłŁ Ѷ�ňķķѷ 
ņŇŌп�ĸŁķĴĿĿк 


ņńк �ĴņņĴŀĴńňłķķŌ ŇŅļĵĴĿ ĶļŇļōĸŁк �Ņн AŁŇĻłŁŌ 
Ѷ�łŁŌѷ �ňŇŇłŁк �Ļ�к ĴŁ AņņļņŇĴŁŇ �ŅłĹĸņņłŅ łĹ �ĴŇļŉĸ 
AŀĸŅļĶĴŁ �Ňňķļĸņ ĴŁķ �łłķ �ŌņŇĸŀņ ĴŇ ŇĻĸ �ŁļŉĸŅņļŇŌ 
łĹ �ĴļŁĸ ĴŁķ �ĴĶňĿŇŌ �ĸĿĿłŊ ĴŇ ŇĻĸ �ļŇĶĻĸĿĿ �ĸŁŇĸŅ 
for Sustainability Solutions, and Patricia (Pat) Maller, 
����� �լĶĸ �ĴŁĴĺĸŅ ĴŁķ 
łłľľĸĸŃĸŅн �ĴňĿ 
�ĻļĵĸĴňĿŇк 
ņńнк ĹłŅŀĸŅ ����� �ĴŁĴĺļŁĺ �ļŅĸĶŇłŅк 
ĴņņļņŇĸķ ŊļŇĻ ļŀŃŅłŉĸŀĸŁŇņ Ňł ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁщņ 
łŁĿļŁĸ ĿļĵŅĴŅŌн �łŅŀĸŅ 
ŋĸĶňŇļŉĸ �ļŅĸĶŇłŅ łĹ ����� 
ĴŁķ ŇĻĸ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ AĿĿļĴŁĶĸк �łĻŁ �ļĸըĸŁĵĴĶĻĸŅп�ŅĴĿĿ 
assisted in developing a Commission communications 
strategy and successfully promoted the launch of the 
�ea Run Ĵňķļłĵłłľн

“In the next five years, MITSC can deepen its impact by creating more spaces 

for Wabanaki voices—especially youth and culture bearers—to be heard and 

supported. There is also a need to continue fostering public education rooted 

in Wabanaki truth, not just policy. As we move forward, MITSC must continue 

to serve as both a watchdog and a bridge: holding the State accountable, while 

also offering pathways forward that are grounded in mutual respect, truth, and 

our spiritual responsibilities to future generations.”

- Commissioner Robert Polchies



REVENUE

STATE GENERAL FUND $268,500
TRIBAL CONTRIBUTIONS
 Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians $5,000
 Passamaquoddy Tribe (Motahkomikuk) $5,000
 Passamaquoddy Tribe (Sipayik) $2,500
 Penobscot Nation $5,000

GRANTS
 Anonymous Grantor (2-year grant)
  �ŅłĽĸĶŇм  �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ �ňĿŇňŅĴĿ �łŀŃĸŇĸŁĶŌ �ŅĴļŁļŁĺ �ĸŉĸĿłŃŀĸŁŇ  $43,000
 Common Counsel Foundation 
 �ĴŇļŉĸ �łļĶĸņ RļņļŁĺ ҭҫҭү ѶҮпŌĸĴŅ ĺŅĴŁŇѷ
   �ŅłĽĸĶŇм �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ �łłķ �łŉĸŅĸļĺŁŇŌ �ĻŅłňĺĻ
  �ňņŇĸŁĴŁĶĸ �ļņĻļŁĺ  RĸņŇłŅĴŇļłŁ $25,000
 Elmina B. Sewall Foundation (1-year grant)
 �ŅłĽĸĶŇм  ����� �ňŇŅĸĴĶĻ 
ŁĻĴŁĶĸŀĸŁŇ �ŅłĽĸĶŇ $30,000
 Maine Initiatives Grants for Change  (3-year grant, $15,000 per year)
 �ŀŃŅłŉļŁĺ 
ըĸĶŇļŉĸŁĸņņ ļŁ RĴĶļĴĿ �ňņŇļĶĸ AķŉĴŁĶĸŀĸŁŇ $45,000

INTEREST $533

DONATIONS (Sea Run CONTRIBUTIONS) $2,937

TOTAL  REVENUE  $432,470

EXPENSES

SALARIES $159,042
FISCAL SPONSORSHIP 
 Cobscook Institute (5% of each grant) $7,150
CONSULTANTS $45,602
COMMISSIONER PER DIEM FEES & EXPENSES $10,071
OPERATING EXPENSES $26,002

TOTAL EXPENSES $247,867

Annual Budget
�Ļĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁщņ ŅĸŉĸŁňĸ ĴŁķ ĸŋŃĸŁņĸņ ķňŅļŁĺ �ļņĶĴĿ !ĸĴŅ ҭҫҭҰ ŊĸŅĸм
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FISHING RULES UPDATE

�ŁķĸŅ ŇĻĸ �ŀŃĿĸŀĸŁŇļŁĺ AĶŇк ����� ļņ ŅĸņŃłŁņļĵĿĸ ĹłŅ ĶŅĸĴŇļŁĺ իņĻļŁĺ ŅňĿĸņ ĹłŅ ĶĸŅŇĴļŁ ļŁĿĴŁķ 
waters located within or bordering Indian territory of the Passamaquoddy Tribe, the Penobscot 
�ĴŇļłŁк ĴŁķ ŇĻĸ �łňĿŇłŁ 
ĴŁķ łĹ �ĴĿļņĸĸŇ �ŁķļĴŁņн �ĸŉĸŅĴĿ ŀĸĸŇļŁĺņ ĻĴŉĸ ĵĸĸŁ ĻĸĿķ ĵĸŇŊĸĸŁ 
ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸщņ ĴŁķ ŇĻĸ ŇŅļĵĴĿ ŁĴŇļłŁņщ իņĻĸŅļĸņ ĵļłĿłĺļņŇņ Ňł ķļņĶňņņ ŇĻĸ ŅňĿĸ ňŃķĴŇĸņн �ĻĸŅĸ ĻĴŉĸ 
ĵĸĸŁ ņļĺŁļիĶĴŁŇ ķĸŉĸĿłŃŀĸŁŇņ ņļŁĶĸ ŇĻĸ ŅňĿĸņ ŊĸŅĸ ĸŁĴĶŇĸķ ļŁ ҬҴҴҳк ļŁĶĿňķļŁĺ ŇĻĸ ĸŋŇĸŁņļłŁ 
of MITSC authority to rivers, streams and larger ponds located in Houlton Band Jurisdiction 
�ĴŁķн �Ļĸ �ĴņņĴŀĴńňłķķŌ �Ņļĵĸ ĴŁķ ŇĻĸ �ĸŁłĵņĶłŇ �ĴŇļłŁ ĻĴŉĸ ĴĶńňļŅĸķ ĴķķļŇļłŁĴĿ ŇŅňņŇ 
ĿĴŁķņ ŊļŇĻ ŊĴŇĸŅņ ŇĻĴŇ ĹĴĿĿ ňŁķĸŅ ����� ĽňŅļņķļĶŇļłŁ ŇĻĴŇ ŊĸŅĸ ŁłŇ ļŁĶĿňķĸķ ļŁ ŇĻĸ łŅļĺļŁĴĿ 
ŅňĿĸņн  �Ļĸ ŇŅļĵĸņ ĴŁķ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸ ��Վ� ķĸŃĴŅŇŀĸŁŇ ĻĴŉĸ ĶłłŃĸŅĴŇĸķ ļŁ ĸŋĶĻĴŁĺļŁĺ ķĴŇĴ Ňł ňŃķĴŇĸ 
ŇĻĸ իņĻļŁĺ ŀĴŃņн

�ĸŊĿŌ Ĵķķĸķ ŊĴŇĸŅņ ĴŅĸ ņňĵĽĸĶŇ Ňł ŇĻĸ իņĻļŁĺ ĿĴŊņ ĴŁķ ŅĸĺňĿĴŇļłŁņ łĹ ŇĻĸ State until MITSC 
ĶĸŅŇļիĸņ Ňł ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁĸŅ łĹ ��Վ� ŇĻĴŇ ŇĻĸ ĶłŀŀļņņļłŁ ĻĴņ ŀĸŇ ĴŁķ ŉłŇĸķ Ňł ĴķłŃŇ 
ļŇņ łŊŁ ŅňĿĸņн  �Ł ļņņňļŁĺ ļŇņ ĴŀĸŁķĸķ ŅňĿĸņк ����� ŀňņŇ ĶłŀŃĿŌ ŊļŇĻ ŇĻĸ �ĴļŁĸ AķŀļŁļņŇŅĴŇļŉĸ 
�ŅłĶĸķňŅĸņ AĶŇн �ĴŁķņ łŅ ŊĴŇĸŅņ ņňĵĽĸĶŇ Ňł ����� ŅĸĺňĿĴŇļłŁ ŀňņŇ ĵĸ ĶłŁņŃļĶňłňņĿŌ ŃłņŇĸķ 
Ňł ĺļŉĸ ŇĻĸ ŃňĵĿļĶ ŁłŇļĶĸ łĹ ŇĻĸ ĿļŀļŇĴŇļłŁņн AĿŇĻłňĺĻ ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁ ĶłňĿķ ŅĸńňļŅĸ ņĸŃĴŅĴŇĸ 
ĿļĶĸŁņĸņ Ňł իņĻ ����� ŊĴŇĸŅņк ŇĻĸ ŊłŅľļŁĺ ĺŅłňŃ ŅĸĶłŀŀĸŁķĸķ ŇĻĴŇ ĴŁŌ ŉĴĿļķ ĿļĶĸŁņĸ ļņņňĸķ 
ĵŌ Ĵ ŇŅļĵĸ łŅ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸ ĵĸ ĺļŉĸŁ ĹňĿĿ ĹĴļŇĻ ĴŁķ ĶŅĸķļŇ ĴŁķ Łł ĴķķļŇļłŁĴĿ ĿļĶĸŁņĸ ŊļĿĿ ĵĸ ŅĸńňļŅĸķн  

It is anticipated that MITSC will complete the public hearing and approval process and that the 
Ņĸŉļņĸķ ŅňĿĸņ ŊļĿĿ ĵĸĶłŀĸ ĸըĸĶŇļŉĸ ļŁ ҭҫҭұн

Regulatory Activities

II.
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MITSC-REGULATED WATERS 
GENERALLY INCLUDE: 

 ● AŁŌ ŃłŁķ  ŀłŅĸ ŇĻĴŁ Ҭҫ ĴĶŅĸņ  ļŁ ņňŅĹĴĶĸ 
area where 50% or more of the shoreline is 
within Indian territory,

 ●  AŁŌ ņĸĶŇļłŁ łĹ Ĵ ŅļŉĸŅ łŅ ņŇŅĸĴŀ ĵłŇĻ ņļķĸņ łĹ 
which are in Indian territory, and

 ●  AŁŌ ņĸĶŇļłŁ łĹ Ĵ ŅļŉĸŅ łŅ ņŇŅĸĴŀ łŁ łŁĸ ņļķĸ 
of which is within Indian territory for a 
ĶłŁŇļŁňłňņ ĿĸŁĺŇĻ łĹ ԡ ŀļĿĸ łŅ ŀłŅĸн 

�Ļĸ ŇŅļĵĴĿ ŁĴŇļłŁņ ŅĸŇĴļŁ ŇĻĸ ĸŋĶĿňņļŉĸ ĴňŇĻłŅļŇŌ Ňł 
ĸŁĴĶŇ łŅķļŁĴŁĶĸņ ŅĸĺňĿĴŇļŁĺ ŇĻĸ ŇĴľļŁĺ łĹ իņĻ łŁ ĴŁŌ 
pond in which all the shoreline and all submerged 
ĿĴŁķņ ĴŅĸ ŊĻłĿĿŌ ŊļŇĻļŁ ŇŅļĵĴĿ ĽňŅļņķļĶŇļłŁ ĴŁķ ŇĻĴŇ 
ļņ Ŀĸņņ ŇĻĴŁ Ҭҫ ĴĶŅĸņ ļŁ ņňŅĹĴĶĸ ĴŅĸĴн 

A ŊłŅľļŁĺ ĺŅłňŃ ĶłŀŃŅļņĸķ łĹ �łŀŀļņņļłŁĸŅņ  

łĵ �ĻĸĶľłŊĴŌк �ĸĿņ �ŅĴŀĸŅк ĴŁķ �Ĵŀ �Ňн �łĻŁк 
ĴŁķ �ļĿĿ �łŀŃľļŁņ ĴŁķ RĴĶĻĸĿ 
ĸĿĿ ļņ ķŅĴճļŁĺ 
the amendments to the rules which have not 
ĵĸĸŁ ĶĻĴŁĺĸķ ņļŁĶĸ ҬҴҴҳнн �Ł ŃŅłŀňĿĺĴŇļŁĺ ŇĻĸ 
ŅňĿĸņк ����� ļņ ŅĸńňļŅĸķ ĵŌ Үҫ �R�A ҅ ұҭҫҲѶҮѷ 

ĴŁķ ҅ұҭҫҲп
ѶҮѷ Ňł ъĶłŁņļķĸŅ ĴŁķ 
balance the need to preserve and 
ŃŅłŇĸĶŇ ĸŋļņŇļŁĺ ĴŁķ ĹňŇňŅĸ ņŃłŅŇ 
ĴŁķ ĶłŀŀĸŅĶļĴĿ իņĻĸŅļĸņк ŇĻĸ 
ĻļņŇłŅļĶĴĿ ŁłŁп�ŁķļĴŁ իņĻļŁĺ 
ļŁŇĸŅĸņŇņы ĴŁķ ŇĻĸ ŇŅļĵĸņщ ķĸņļŅĸ 
Ňł ĸņŇĴĵĿļņĻ իņĻļŁĺ ŃŅĴĶŇļĶĸņ 
for sustenance or economic 
ļŁķĸŃĸŁķĸŁĶĸн �ŅĴķļŇļłŁĴĿ ŇŅļĵĴĿ 
իņĻļŁĺ ŇĸĶĻŁļńňĸņ ĴŁķ ĶĸŅĸŀłŁļĴĿ 
practices must also considered by 
ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁн �Ļĸ ĸĶłĿłĺļĶĴĿ 
interrelationship between the  
իņĻĸŅŌ ŅĸĺňĿĴŇĸķ ĵŌ ����� ĴŁķ 
łŇĻĸŅ իņĻĸŅļĸņ ŇĻŅłňĺĻłňŇ ŇĻĸ 
�ŇĴŇĸ ŀňņŇ ĵĸ ĸŋĴŀļŁĸķ Ĵņ ŊĸĿĿн

PHOTO: JOE DANA
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Sea Run PICKS UP SPEED

In June 2022, MITSC published a report co-
ĴňŇĻłŅĸķ ĵŌ �ŅłĹĸņņłŅ AŁŇĻłŁŌ Ѷ�łŁŌѷ �ňŇŇłŁ ĴŁķ 
ĴŇŇłŅŁĸŌ �ňķņłŁ Ѷ�ňķķѷ 
ņŇŌп�ĸŁķĴĿĿ ĸŁŇļŇĿĸķ ъ�ea 
Run п A �ŇňķŌ RĸĺĴŅķļŁĺ ŇĻĸ �ŀŃĴĶŇ łĹ �ĴļŁĸ 
Policies on the Quality and Quantity of Traditional 
�ŅļĵĴĿ �ļņĻ �ŇłĶľņ ĴŁķ �ňņŇĸŁĴŁĶĸ �ŅĴĶŇļĶĸņны �Ļĸ 
beautifully illustrated report features quotes from 
Wabanaki tribal members about their memories of 
ĴŁķ ĶłŁĶĸŅŁņ ĹłŅ �ĴļŁĸщņ ņĸĴпŅňŁ իņĻ ŃłŃňĿĴŇļłŁņн 
�ł ŀĴľĸ �ĸĴ RňŁ ĴĶĶĸņņļĵĿĸ Ňł ŇĻĸ ŉļņňĴĿĿŌ 
impaired, MITSC created an audiobook version 
ĹĸĴŇňŅļŁĺ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ ŉłļĶĸņ ŁĴŅŅĴŇļŁĺ ŇĻĸ ņŇłŅŌн 

�Ļĸ Ĵňķļłĵłłľ ĸŁķĸĴŉłŅ ŊĴņ ŃĴŅŇ łĹ ŇĻĸ ����� �ňŇŅĸĴĶĻ 
ŁĻĴŁĶĸŀĸŁŇ �ŅłĽĸĶŇк ŊĻļĶĻ ŊĴņ 
ĺĸŁĸŅłňņĿŌ ĹňŁķĸķ ĵŌ Ĵ  ғҮҫкҫҫҫ ĺŅĴŁŇ ĹŅłŀ ŇĻĸ 
ĿŀļŁĴ 
н �ĸŊĴĿĿ �łňŁķĴŇļłŁн �łňŅ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ 
ŇŅļĵĴĿ ĶļŇļōĸŁņ ņĸŅŉĸķ Ĵņ ŁĴŅŅĴŇłŅņѮ�ĴŊŁ �ĸŃŇňŁĸ AķĴŀņ Ѷ�ĸŁłĵņĶłŇ �ĴŇļłŁѷк �ĴĿĸ �łĿĴŅ 
(Penobscot Nation), Dwayne Tomah (Passamaquoddy Tribe), and Sue Desiderio (Houlton 

ĴŁķ łĹ �ĴĿļņĸĸŇ �ŁķļĴŁņѷн �Ļĸ ņļŋŇĸĸŁпĻłňŅ ŅĸĶłŅķļŁĺ ŊĴņ ĶŅĸĴŇĸķ ĵŌ �łņŇп�ŌŃŁłŇļĶ �Ņĸņņк 
who also produced the audiobook, �ɾe �atɾerɿnɽʉн �Ļĸ Ĵňķļłĵłłľ ŊĴņ ŅĸĿĸĴņĸķ łŁ 
�ŁķļĺĸŁłňņ �ĸłŃĿĸņщ �ĴŌк ļŁ ĹŅłŁŇ łĹ Ĵ ĶŅłŊķ łĹ ŀłŅĸ ŇĻĴŁ ҳҫ ŃĸłŃĿĸ ĴŇ ŇĻĸ �ĸĴōļĸ �ĴĿŀłŁ 
�ĿňĵѮŇĻĸ ņļŇĸ łĹ ŇĻĸ ĹłŅŀĸŅ �ĸĴōļĸ �Ĵŀ ĴŁķ ĹĴŀłňņ ĻļņŇłŅļĶ ņĴĿŀłŁ ŃłłĿņн �łŅŀĸŅ ����� 

ŋĸĶňŇļŉĸ �ļŅĸĶŇłŅ �łĻŁ �ļĸըĸŁĵĴĶĻĸŅп�ŅĴĿĿ ĴņņļņŇĸķ ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁ ŊļŇĻ ŀĸķļĴ ŃňĵĿļĶļŇŌ 
ĴŁķ ĸŉĸŁŇ ŃĿĴŁŁļŁĺн A ĹŅĸĸ ĶłŃŌ łĹ ŇĻĸ Ĵňķļłĵłłľ ĴŁķ ŇĻĸ ŀĸķļĴ ĶłŉĸŅĴĺĸ łĹ ŇĻĸ ĿĴňŁĶĻ ĴŅĸ 
ŃłņŇĸķ łŁ �����щņ ŊĸĵņļŇĸ ĴŇ ĻŇŇŃņмѤѤŊŊŊнŀļŇņĶнłŅĺн �łŃļĸņ łĹ ŇĻĸ ŃŅļŁŇĸķ ŉĸŅņļłŁ łĹ �ea 
Run ĴŅĸ ĴĿņł ĴŉĴļĿĴĵĿĸ ĹłŅ ĹŅĸĸн

Restoration of Tribal 
Sustenance Fisheries

III.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF 
Sea Run RECOMMENDATIONS

The �ea Run ŅĸŃłŅŇ łըĸŅĸķ իŉĸ ŅĸĶłŀŀĸŁķĴŇļłŁņ ĹłŅ 
implementation intended to promote discussion and cooperative 
ĴĶŇļłŁн ����� ĶłŀŃĸŇĸķ ĹłŅ ĴŁķ ŊĴņ ĴŊĴŅķĸķ Ĵ ŇĻŅĸĸпŌĸĴŅк 
ғҭҰкҫҫҫ ĺŅĴŁŇ ĹŅłŀ �ĴŇļŉĸ �łļĶĸņ RļņļŁĺ łĹ ŇĻĸ �łŀŀłŁ 
�łňŁņĸĿ �łňŁķĴŇļłŁк ŊĻļĶĻ ĸŁĴĵĿĸņ ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁ Ňł ĵĸĺļŁ 
ļŀŃĿĸŀĸŁŇļŁĺ ŇĻŅĸĸ ŅĸĶłŀŀĸŁķĴŇļłŁņн �Ļĸ ĺŅĴŁŇпĹňŁķĸķ ŃŅłĽĸĶŇк 
ъ�ĴĵĴŁĴľļ �łłķ �łŉĸŅĸļĺŁŇŌ ŇĻŅłňĺĻ �ňņŇĸŁĴŁĶĸ �ļņĻļŁĺ RļĺĻŇņ 
RĸņŇłŅĴŇļłŁкы ĻļĺĻĿļĺĻŇņ ŇĻĸ ķļըĸŅļŁĺ ĶňĿŇňŅĴĿ ňŁķĸŅņŇĴŁķļŁĺņ 
łĹ ŇĻĸ ŇĸŅŀ ъņňņŇĸŁĴŁĶĸы ĴŁķ ŊļĿĿ ķĸŀłŁņŇŅĴŇĸ ŇĻĴŇ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸ łĹ 
�ĴļŁĸщņ ĶňŅŅĸŁŇ ŁĴŅŅłŊ ķĸիŁļŇļłŁ ļņ ĶłŁŇŅļĵňŇļŁĺ Ňł �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ 
ŃĸłŃĿĸņщ Ĺłłķ ļŁņĸĶňŅļŇŌ ĴŁķ ĶňĿŇňŅĴĿ ĻĴŅŀņн ����� ļņ ĴķķŅĸņņļŁĺ 
ŇĻĸ ņļŇňĴŇļłŁ ŇĻŅłňĺĻ ѶҬѷ ĸķňĶĴŇļłŁ łĹ ŇĻĸ ĶļŇļōĸŁŅŌк ņŇĴŅŇļŁĺ ļŁ 
elementary school, about how Colonial and subsequent state 
ŃłĿļĶļĸņ ķĸĿļĵĸŅĴŇĸĿŌ ņĸŃĴŅĴŇĸķ ŇĻĸ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ ĹŅłŀ ŇĻĸ իņĻĸŅļĸņк Ѷҭѷ 
conducting formal research in historical Wabanaki understandings 
of the concept of sustenance as communal in nature and identifying 
łŇĻĸŅ ŁłŁп�ĴĵĴŁĴľļ ŇŅļĵĴĿ ķĸիŁļŇļłŁņ łĹ ņňņŇĸŁĴŁĶĸк ѶҮѷ ŊłŅľļŁĺ 
ŊļŇĻ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ ĶļŇļōĸŁņ Ňł ļķĸŁŇļĹŌ Ĵ ŇĸŅŀ Ňł ņňŃŃĿĴŁŇ ъņňņŇĸŁĴŁĶĸы 
ŇĻĴŇ ŀłŅĸ ĴĶĶňŅĴŇĸĿŌ ĶĴŃŇňŅĸņ ŇĻĸ ĶłŁĶĸŃŇ łĹ ĶłŀŀňŁļŇŌ ĵĸŁĸիŇк 
as opposed to being focused on individual needs, (4) investigating 
precedents elsewhere in the United States where replacement of 
իņĻ ĹŅłŀ ŇłŋļĶ ŇŅĴķļŇļłŁĴĿ իņĻĸŅļĸņ łŅ ĴĶĶĸņņ ĺŅĴŁŇĸķ Ňł ĶĿĸĴŁ ŊĴŇĸŅ 
ĵłķļĸņ ĹłŅ ŇĻĸ ĸŋĸŅĶļņĸ łĹ ķļņŃĿĴĶĸķ ŇŅļĵĴĿ ņňņŇĸŁĴŁĶĸ իņĻļŁĺ ŅļĺĻŇņ 
occurred, and (5) issuing a report on the elements necessary for 
successful tribal-municipality collaboration on dam remediation 
ĴŁķ ĶłпŀĴŁĴĺĸŀĸŁŇ łĹ իņĻĸŅļĸņ ĴŁķ ķŅĴճļŁĺ Ĵ ŀłķĸĿ łŅķļŁĴŁĶĸ 
ĸņŇĴĵĿļņĻļŁĺ ņňĶĻ Ĵ ĶłĿĿĴĵłŅĴŇļłŁн ����� ĹĸĿĿłŊ �ĸŅĸņĴ �ļŁĺĻ 
ķŅĴճĸķ ŇŊł ĿĸĺĴĿ ŀĸŀłņ ŅĸŃłŅŇļŁĺ ĻĸŅ ŅĸņĸĴŅĶĻ իŁķļŁĺņ ŇĻĴŇ ĶĴŁ 
ĵĸ ĹłňŁķ łŁ �����щņ ŊĸĵņļŇĸ ĻĸŅĸм ĻŇŇŃņмѤѤŊŊŊнŀļŇņĶнłŅĺѤĿļĵŅĴŅŌн
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EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH 

Improving Tribal-State Relations

III.

It is virtually impossible to engage in productive dialogue 
if the parties are not working from the same knowledge 
ĵĴņĸн �ļŉĸŁ ŇĻĸ ĹĸķĸŅĴĿ ĺłŉĸŅŁŀĸŁŇщņ ĹĴļĿňŅĸ Ňł ĻłŁłŅ 
its trust responsibilities to the Wabanaki nations, the 
�ŇĴŇĸ łĹ �ĴļŁĸ ĻĴņк ĹłŅ łŉĸŅ Ҭұҫ ŌĸĴŅņк ĸŋĸŅĶļņĸķ ĴĿŀłņŇ 
ĶłŀŃĿĸŇĸ ķłŀļŁļłŁ łŉĸŅ ŇĻĸ ŇŅļĵĸņн �ĻĸŅĸĹłŅĸк ļŇ ļņ Ĵ 
key goal of MITSC to improve public understanding of 
�ĴĵĴŁĴľļ ŁĴŇļłŁņщ ĻļņŇłŅŌ ĴŁķ ņłŉĸŅĸļĺŁŇŌк ŇĻĸ ŃŅļŁĶļŃĿĸņ 
of federal Indian law that ground the Maine Settlement 
ĴŁķ �ŀŃĿĸŀĸŁŇļŁĺ AĶŇк ĴŁķ ŇĻĸ ĶłŀŃłŁĸŁŇņ łĹ ŇĻĸ 
�ĸŇŇĿĸŀĸŁŇ AĶŇņ ŇĻĸŀņĸĿŉĸņн

�ĸņŃļŇĸ ŇĻĸ ŃĴņņĴĺĸ łĹ ŇĻĸ ҭҫҫҬ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ �Ňňķļĸņ �ĴŊк 
ŉĸŅŌ ĹĸŊ ņĶĻłłĿņ łըĸŅ ĴŁŌ ĸķňĶĴŇļłŁ łŁ ŇĻĸ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ 
ŇŅļĵĴĿ ŁĴŇļłŁņ ĴŁķ ŇĻĸļŅ ĻļņŇłŅŌн ����� ŃŅłŉļķĸķ 
ŇĸņŇļŀłŁŌ ļŁ ņňŃŃłŅŇ łĹ �� Ҭұүҭк ъAŁ AĶŇ Ňł �ŇŅĸŁĺŇĻĸŁ 
ŇĻĸ �ĸĴĶĻļŁĺ łĹ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ �Ňňķļĸņкы ŊĻļĶĻ ŊĴņ ĴŃŃŅłŉĸķ 
ĵŌ �łŉĸŅŁłŅ �ļĿĿņ łŁ �ĴŅĶĻ Ҭүк ҭҫҭүн ����� ĻłņŇĸķ ĴŁ 
ļŁĹłŅŀĴŇļłŁ ŇĴĵĿĸ ĴŇ ŇĻĸ �łŀŀłŁ �ŅłňŁķ �łňŁŇŅŌ �ĴļŅ 
łŁ �ĸŃŇĸŀĵĸŅ ҬҴпҭҬк ҭҫҭҰн �ł ņŃĴŅľ ĶłŁŉĸŅņĴŇļłŁк ����� 
hosted a simple quiz visitors could take to test their 
�ĴĵĴŁĴľļ ľŁłŊĿĸķĺĸн �łŅŇŌпņļŋ ŃĸłŃĿĸ Ňłłľ ŇĻĸ ńňļōк ĵňŇ 
łŁĿŌ ņĸŉĸŁ ĴŁņŊĸŅĸķ ĴĿĿ ŇĻĸ ńňĸņŇļłŁņ ĶłŅŅĸĶŇĿŌн 

�ňŅļŁĺ ҭҫҭҰк ����� ŅĸķłňĵĿĸķ ļŇņ ĸըłŅŇņ Ňł ĶłŁķňĶŇ 
outreach and raise public awareness of the Wabanaki 
nations, their sovereign status, and their governmental 
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ĴňŇĻłŅļŇŌн �ňļķĸĿļŁĸņ ĹłŅ �����щņ łŁĿļŁĸ ĿļĵŅĴŅŌ 
were adopted and its holdings were substantially 
ļŁĶŅĸĴņĸķн �łŅŀĸŅ ����� 
ŋĸĶňŇļŉĸ �ļŅĸĶŇłŅ �ĴňĿ 
Thibeault assisted with developing the library 
collection and writing plain-language summaries 
łĹ ņłŀĸ łĹ ŇĻĸ ŀłņŇ ņļĺŁļիĶĴŁŇ ĶłňŅŇ łŃļŁļłŁņн 
RĴի �łŃľļŁņ ĴŁķ RĴĶĻĸĿ 
ĸĿĿ ŅĸłŅĺĴŁļōĸķ ĴŁķ 
streamlined the entire website to improve visual 
ĴŃŃĸĴĿ ĴŁķ ňņĸŅ ĸŋŃĸŅļĸŁĶĸн �Ļĸ ĿļĵŅĴŅŌ ŁłŊ ĻĴņ 
a wealth of new multimedia resources, is easily 
navigable, and, through the inclusion of Wabanaki 
terms and pronunciations, is more culturally 
ŅĸձĸĶŇļŉĸн

In addition to the audiobook production, MITSC 
provided public information on �ea Runѣņ իŁķļŁĺņ 
and recommendations through appearances of co-

ĴňŇĻłŅņ �Ņн �łŁŌ �ňŇŇłŁ ĴŁķ �ňķķ 
ņŇŌп�ĸŁķĴĿĿ 
at events at Bagaduce and the Common Ground 
�ĴļŅн �łŅ ŇĻĸ իŅņŇ Ňļŀĸк ����� ŃĴŅŇļĶļŃĴŇĸķ ļŁ ŇĻĸ 
�ĴĿľļŁĺ ŇĻĸ �łŅľļŁĺ �ĴŇĸŅĹŅłŁŇ ĸŉĸŁŇ łŁ �ĴŌ ҮҬк 
2025, by hosting an informational table at the Gulf 
łĹ �ĴļŁĸ �ĴŅļŁĸ RĸņĸĴŅĶĻ �ŁņŇļŇňŇĸк ļŁ �łŅŇĿĴŁķк 
�ĴļŁĸн �Ļĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁ ļņ ŃňŅņňļŁĺ ĴķķļŇļłŁĴĿ 
łŃŃłŅŇňŁļŇļĸņ Ňł ņĻĴŅĸ ŇĻĸ ņŇňķŌ ļŁ ҭҫҭұн 

INCREASING COLLABORATION 
& CULTURAL COMPETENCY

�Ļĸ �ŅļĵĴĿп�ŇĴŇĸ �łĿĿĴĵłŅĴŇļłŁ AĶŇк Ұ �R�A 
§ ҬҬҫҰҬк ĸŁĴĶŇĸķ łŁ �ĴŌ ҭҭк ҭҫҭҭк ŅĸńňļŅĸņ ĸĴĶĻ 
łĹ Ҭұ �ŇĴŇĸ łĹ �ĴļŁĸ ķĸŃĴŅŇŀĸŁŇņ Ňł ĴķłŃŇ Ĵ 
policy that promotes positive government-to-
government relations between the State and the 

federally recognized Indian tribes within the 
State, promotes cultural competency in the 
ĴĺĸŁĶļĸņщ ļŁŇĸŅĴĶŇļłŁņ ŊļŇĻ �ŁķļĴŁ ŇŅļĵĸņ ĴŁķ 
tribal members and establishes a process 
for collaboration between the agencies and 
�ŁķļĴŁ ŇŅļĵĸņ ŅĸĺĴŅķļŁĺ ŇĻĸ ĴĺĸŁĶŌщņ ŃŅłĺŅĴŀņк 
rules and services that substantially and 
ňŁļńňĸĿŌ ĴըĸĶŇ ŇĻĸ �ŁķļĴŁ ŇŅļĵĸņ łŅ ŇŅļĵĴĿ 
ŀĸŀĵĸŅņн 
ĴĶĻ ĴĺĸŁĶŌ ļņ ŅĸńňļŅĸķ Ňł ķĸņļĺŁĴŇĸ 
a liaison to assist in developing and ensuring 
implementation of the collaboration policy 
and to serve as a contact person to facilitate 
ĸըĸĶŇļŉĸ ĶłŀŀňŁļĶĴŇļłŁ ĵĸŇŊĸĸŁ ŇĻĸ ĴĺĸŁĶŌ 
ĴŁķ ŇĻĸ ŇŅļĵĴĿ ŁĴŇļłŁņн 
ĴĶĻ ķĸņļĺŁĴŇĸķ 
ĴĺĸŁĶŌ ļņ ŅĸńňļŅĸķ Ňł իĿĸ Ĵ ĵļĴŁŁňĴĿ ŅĸŃłŅŇ 
ŊļŇĻ ŇĻĸ �ĸĺļņĿĴŇňŅĸ ĴŁķ ����� łŁ ŇĻĸ 
ĴĶŇļŉļŇļĸņ ļŇ ĸŁĺĴĺĸķ ļŁ ňŁķĸŅ ŇĻĸ AĶŇн �łŃļĸņ 
of the collaboration reports may be found 
ĴŇ ŊŊŊнŀļŇņĶнłŅĺн �Ļĸ ŇŅļĵĴĿ ŁĴŇļłŁņ ŀĴŌ 
ĴĿņł իĿĸ Ĵ ĵļĴŁŁňĴĿ ŅĸŃłŅŇ ŇĻĴŇ ļŁĶĿňķĸņ Ĵ 
summary of their collaboration with the 
agencies and recommendations to improve 
ŇĻĸ ĸըĸĶŇļŉĸŁĸņņ łĹ ŇĻĸ AĶŇн 

“My motivation for wanting to  

participate on the Commission  

is to be involved with the review 

and revision of the fishing regula-

tions of MITSC waters. [MITSC’s 

most successful accomplishment in 

its 45 years is] bringing tribal  

and non-tribal members together  

to work for the betterment  

of the relationship between  

the parties.”

 –Commissioner Nels Kramer
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�ŁķĸŅ ŇĻĸ AĶŇк ĴĺĸŁĶŌ ĸŀŃĿłŌĸĸņ ŊĻłņĸ ŊłŅľ 
ņňĵņŇĴŁŇļĴĿĿŌ ĴŁķ ňŁļńňĸĿŌ ĴըĸĶŇņ ŇŅļĵĴĿ ŁĴŇļłŁņ łŅ 
their citizens are required to receive training that 
encourages communication and collaboration, 
positive government-to-government relations, 
ĴŁķ ъĶňĿŇňŅĴĿ ĶłŀŃĸŇĸŁĶŌ ļŁ ŇŅļĵĴĿ ļņņňĸņны 
Unfortunately, there was 
no agency or entity 
designated to provide the 
required training, nor was 
funding provided for its 
ķĸŉĸĿłŃŀĸŁŇ ĴŁķ ķĸĿļŉĸŅŌн 
Aņ ĴŁ ļŁŇĸŅĺłŉĸŅŁŀĸŁŇĴĿ 
entity comprised of tribal 
and state representatives 
having worked to improve 
tribal-state relations 
for over four decades, 
MITSC realized that it 
was uniquely situated 
Ňł ķĸŉĸĿłŃ ŇĻĸ ŇŅĴļŁļŁĺн 
MITSC applied for funding 
Ňł ĶŅĸĴŇĸ ŇĻĸ ъ�ĴĵĴŁĴľļ 
Cultural Competency 
�ŅĴļŁļŁĺы ĴŁķ ŊĴņ ĴŊĴŅķĸķ 
a $45,000 grant over three 
ŌĸĴŅņ ѶғҬҰкҫҫҫ ŃĸŅ ŌĸĴŅѷ ĵŌ 
ŇĻĸ �ĴļŁĸ �ŁļŇļĴŇļŉĸņ ҭҫҭү �ŅĴŁŇņ ĹłŅ �ĻĴŁĺĸ �ňŁķн 

�Ļĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁщņ ņŇĴը ļņ ĴņņļņŇĸķ ļŁ ŇĻĸ ĶňŅŅļĶňĿňŀ 
development by Wabanaki individuals who have 
ĸŋŃĸŅļĸŁĶĸ ļŁ ĶłŁķňĶŇļŁĺ ĶňĿŇňŅĴĿ ĶłŀŃĸŇĸŁĶŌ 
ŇŅĴļŁļŁĺн �Ļĸ ĶňŅŅļĶňĿňŀ ŊļĿĿ ĵĸ ŅĸŉļĸŊĸķ ĵŌ 
Wabanaki citizens knowledgeable in their culture 
ĴŁķ ŇŅĴķļŇļłŁĴĿ ŊĴŌņ Ňł ĸŁņňŅĸ ĴňŇĻĸŁŇļĶļŇŌн 
ĴĶĻ 
agency liaison is responsible for coordinating the 
ŇŅĴļŁļŁĺ łĹ ĴĺĸŁĶŌ ĸŀŃĿłŌĸĸņн

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

Aņ ŃĴŅŇ łĹ ļŇņ ŅłĿĸ ļŁ ĴķŉļņļŁĺ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸ łĹ �ĴļŁĸ 
�ĸĺļņĿĴŇňŅĸк ļŇ ĵĸĶłŀĸņ ŁĸĶĸņņĴŅŌ ĹŅłŀ Ňļŀĸ Ňł 
Ňļŀĸ Ňł ĵĸĶłŀĸ ļŁŉłĿŉĸķ ļŁ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸщņ ĿĸĺļņĿĴŇļŉĸ 
ŃŅłĶĸņņн �Ļĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁ ŃŅłŉļķĸņ łŅĴĿ ĴŁķ ŊŅļŇŇĸŁ 

testimony during the 
ŃňĵĿļĶ ĻĸĴŅļŁĺņн ����� 
will participate in certain 
circumstances such as 
when a bill: mentions the 
Commission or may impact 
its statutory authority or 
responsibilities, involves 
ņňĵĽĸĶŇ ŀĴŇŇĸŅņ ŊļŇĻļŁ 
�����щņ ĴňŇĻłŅļŇŌк ŊłŅľ 
ŃĿĴŁк łŅ ĸŋŃĸŅŇļņĸк ŀĴŌ 
ĴըĸĶŇ ĴĿĿ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ ŇŅļĵĴĿ 

nations residing in the 

State of Maine, has been 

ļķĸŁŇļիĸķ Ĵņ Ĵ ŃŅļłŅļŇŌ 
by tribal leadership 
and a request to testify 
has been made by the 
Governor of the State of 
Maine, a leader of the 
�ĴļŁĸ �ĸĺļņĿĴŇňŅĸк  łŅ 

ŇĻĸ ĻļĺĻĸņŇ ĸĿĸĶŇĸķ ŇŅļĵĴĿ ĿĸĴķĸŅн 

�ňŅļŁĺ ŇĻĸ ҬҮҬņŇ �ĴļŁĸ �ĸĺļņĿĴŇňŅĸк ����� 
ŀłŁļŇłŅĸķ Ҭұ ķļըĸŅĸŁŇ ĵļĿĿņ łĹ ļŁŇĸŅĸņŇ Ňł ŇĻĸ 
�ĴĵĴŁĴľļ ŁĴŇļłŁņн �Ĺ ŇĻłņĸк łŁĿŌ ŇĻŅĸĸ ĻĸĴŉļĿŌ 
ĴŀĸŁķĸķ ĵļĿĿņ ŊĸŅĸ ŃĴņņĸķн ����� ņňĵŀļŇŇĸķ 
ŇĸņŇļŀłŁŌ ņňŃŃłŅŇļŁĺ �� ҬҮүҴк ъAŁ AĶŇ Ňł RĸŉļĸŊ 
�ŇĴŇĸ �ĴŁķņ ĴŁķ �ĴŇĸŅŊĴŌņ �ĻĴŇ �Ĵŉĸ �ĴĶŅĸķк 
�ŅĴķļŇļłŁĴĿ łŅ łŇĻĸŅ �ļĺŁļիĶĴŁĶĸ Ňł �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ 
�ĸłŃĿĸкы �� Ҭұүҭк ъAŁ AĶŇ Ňł �ŇŅĸŁĺŇĻĸŁ ŇĻĸ 

Overall, I think MITSC’s 
most significant 
accomplishment is the 
current ongoing work 
toward [recognizing] 
tribal sovereignty. Being 
a liaison between the 
State and the Tribes I 
believe has streamlined 
some bureaucratic 
processes that wouldn’t 
have been possible 
without the Commission.

- Commissioner Sam St. John
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�ĸĴĶĻļŁĺ łĹ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ �Ňňķļĸņ ļŁ �ĴļŁĸ �ĶĻłłĿņкы �� ҬҳҮүк 
ъAŁ AĶŇ Ňł 
ņŇĴĵĿļņĻ ŇĻĸ �լĶĸ łĹ �ŅļĵĴĿп�ŇĴŇĸ AըĴļŅņкы 
ĴŁķ �� ҬҳҮҰк ъAŁ AĶŇ Ňł RĸńňļŅĸ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸ Ňł �łŇļĹŌ �ŅļĵĴĿ 
�łŉĸŅŁŀĸŁŇņ �ĻĸŁ �ĸŊ �ĴŊņ AŅĸ 
ŁĴĶŇĸķ �ĻĴŇ �ĸĸķ Ňł 
ĵĸ �ĸŅŇļիĸķ ĵŌ �ŅļĵĴĿ �łŉĸŅŁŀĸŁŇņны ����� ŇŅĴĶľĸķ ҭү 
ĵļĿĿņ ķňŅļŁĺ ŇĻĸ ҬҮҭŁķ �ĸĺļņĿĴŇňŅĸн �ĸņŇļŀłŁŌ ŊĴņ ŃŅĸŃĴŅĸķ 
ļŁ ņňŃŃłŅŇ łĹ �� ҮҴҰк ъAŁ AĶŇ Ňł RĸņŇłŅĸ AĶĶĸņņ Ňł �ĸķĸŅĴĿ 
�ĴŊņ 
ĸŁĸիĶļĴĿ Ňł ŇĻĸ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ �ĴŇļłŁņкы �� ҲҳҰк ъAŁ 
AĶŇ Ňł 
ŁĴĶŇ ŇĻĸ RĸŀĴļŁļŁĺ RĸĶłŀŀĸŁķĴŇļłŁņ łĹ ŇĻĸ �Ĵņľ 
�łŅĶĸ łŁ �ĻĴŁĺĸņ Ňł ŇĻĸ �ĴļŁĸ �ŁķļĴŁ �ĿĴļŀņ �ĸŇŇĿĸŀĸŁŇ 
�ŀŃĿĸŀĸŁŇļŁĺ AĶŇкы ĴŁķ �� ҬүҲүк ъAŁ AĶŇ Ňł �ŇŅĸŁĺŇĻĸŁ ŇĻĸ 
�ĸĴĶĻļŁĺ łĹ �ĴĵĴŁĴľļ �Ňňķļĸņ ļŁ �ĴļŁĸ �ĶĻłłĿņны 

AŇ �����щņ ŅĸńňĸņŇк �ŇĴŇĸ RĸŃŅĸņĸŁŇĴŇļŉĸ �ĴňŅļĸ �ņĻĸŅ 
Ѷ�ŅłŁłѷ ņŃłŁņłŅĸķ �� ҴҴҴк ъAŁ AĶŇ Ňł �ŁĶĿňķĸ 
ŀŃĿłŌĸĸņ 
łĹ ŇĻĸ �ĴļŁĸ �ŁķļĴŁ �ŅļĵĴĿп�ŇĴŇĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁ ļŁ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸщņ 
�ŅłňŃ �ĸĴĿŇĻ �ĿĴŁ ĴŁķ Ňł �ĿĴŅļĹŌ �ňŇňŅĸ 
ĿļĺļĵļĿļŇŌ ĹłŅ ŇĻĸ 
�ŇĴŇĸщņ �ŅłňŃ �ĸĴĿŇĻ �ĿĴŁны �Ļĸ ĵļĿĿ ŊĴņ ŁĸĶĸņņĴŅŌ ĵĸĶĴňņĸ 
łĹ ĿĴŁĺňĴĺĸ ļŁ Үҫ �R�A ҅ұҭҬҭѶүѷ ŇĻĴŇ ĴňŇĻłŅļōĸņ ����� 
Ňł ĸŀŃĿłŌ ŃĸŅņłŁŁĸĿ ĵňŇ ņŇĴŇĸņк ъ�Ļĸņĸ ĸŀŃĿłŌĸĸņ ĴŅĸ ŁłŇ 
ņňĵĽĸĶŇ Ňł ņŇĴŇĸ ŃĸŅņłŁŁĸĿ ĿĴŊņ łŅ ŅňĿĸņны �łŁņļņŇĸŁŇ ŊļŇĻ ļŇņ 
ļŁķĸŃĸŁķĸŁŇ ļŁŇĸŅĺłŉĸŅŁŀĸŁŇĴĿ ŁĴŇňŅĸк �����щņ ĸŀŃĿłŌĸĸņ 
ŊĸŅĸ ķĸĸŀĸķ ŁłŇ ĸĿļĺļĵĿĸ Ňł ŃĴŅŇļĶļŃĴŇĸ ļŁ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸ łĹ �ĴļŁĸщņ 
ĸŀŃĿłŌĸĸ ĺŅłňŃ ĻĸĴĿŇĻ ŃĿĴŁн �Ļĸ ĶłņŇ łĹ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸщņ ĻĸĴĿŇĻ 
ĶłŉĸŅĴĺĸ ļņ ĴŇ ĿĸĴņŇ ҮҫԪ ĿłŊĸŅ ŇĻĴŁ ŇĻĴŇ łĹ ŃŅļŉĴŇĸ ļŁņňŅĴŁĶĸн 
MITSC applied for and received an unrestricted general 
operating grant from the 2024 Grants for Change, which 
ĸŁĴĵĿĸķ ļŇ Ňł ĶłŉĸŅ ŇĻĸ ņļĺŁļիĶĴŁŇ ĶłņŇ łĹ ŃŅļŉĴŇĸ ŀĸķļĶĴĿ 
ĴŁķ ķĸŁŇĴĿ ĶłŉĸŅĴĺĸ ĹłŅ ����� ņŇĴը ĹłŅ ŇŊł ŌĸĴŅņн �� ҴҴҴк 
which added MITSC to the list of entities whose employees 
are eligible for the group health plan, was enacted on June 
Ҭҭк ҭҫҭҰн ����� ņŇĴը ŊļĿĿ ĵĸ ĴĵĿĸ Ňł ĸŁŅłĿĿ ļŁ ŇĻĸ �ŇĴŇĸ �ŅłňŃ 
�ĸĴĿŇĻ �ĿĴŁ ļŁ ҭҫҭұ ĴŇ Ĵ ņļĺŁļիĶĴŁŇ ņĴŉļŁĺņ Ňł ŇĻĸ �łŀŀļņņļłŁн
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2025 was a record-setting year for fundraising, thanks to the generosity and
encouragement of our supporters. MITSC is deeply grateful to everyone who
made our progress possible.

In Gratitude

Funders 
Anonymous 
Common Counsel Foundation – 
 Native Voices Rising 
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation 
Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians 
Maine Initiatives Grants for Change 
Mi’kmaq Nation 
Passamaquoddy Tribe 
Penobscot Nation 
State of Maine

Donors 
Anonymous 
Mi’kmaq Nation 
Town of Veazie 
Veazie Salmon Club

Partners 
Cobscook Institute (Fiscal Sponsor) 
Maine Department of Inland Fish & Wildlife 
Maine State Archives 
University of Maine Folger Library 
Wabanaki Tribal Fisheries Staff

Volunteers 
Darel Bridges 
Kathleen (Katie) Donlan 
George Friedlander 
Sea Run Audiobook Launch Volunteers

Consultants 
John Dieffenbacher-Krall  
Judson (Judd) Esty-Kendall, Esq. 
Rafi Hopkins, Section Sign LLC 
Patricia (Pat) Mallar 
Alison Brynn Ross 
Anthony (Tony) Sutton, Ph.D. 
Paul Thibeault, Esq.

Sea Run Audiobook Production & Launch

 Chief Kirk Francis 

Commissioner Robert Polchies 

Commissioner Samuel St. John 

Judson Esty-Kendall, Esq., Co-Author 

Dr. Anthony Sutton, Co-Author 

Edward Bassett (Study Initiator) 

John Dieffenbacher-Krall (Consultant) 

Dawn Neptune Adams (Narrator) 

Ken Craig (Narrator) 

Susan Desiderio (Narrator) 

Dwayne Tomah (Narrator) 

Firefly (Singer) 

Lauren Stevens (Singer) 

Post Hypnotic Press (Producer) 

Maine Initiatives Grants for Change 

The Sewall Foundation 

The Veazie Salmon Club

LD 999 – MITSC Benefits Bill Sponsors 
Representative Laurie Osher (Orono) 

Representative Aaron Dana (Passamaquoddy) 

Senator Anne M. Carney (Cumberland) 

Senator Matthew A. Harrington (York) 

Senator Marianne Moore (Washington) 

Senator Mark W. Lawrence (York) 

Representative Adam R. Lee (Auburn) 

Representative Mark M. Babin (Fort Fairfield) 

Representative Eleanor Y. Sato (Gorham) 

Representative Dani L. O’Halloran (Brewer)

ALL PHOTOS BY RACHEL BELL EXCEPT WHERE NOTED  
& IN THE CASE OF THE COMMISSIONER PHOTOS.

REPORT DESIGN BY ALISON BRYNN ROSS
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