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Muckleshoot Invests 
in the Protection of 
Native Children
MUCKLESHOOT — On Feb 17. the Muckle-
shoot Tribal Council gathered in chambers 
to present a 100,000-dollar donation to the 
National Indian Child Welfare Associa-
tion. While the moment was marked with 
a ceremonial check, the meaning behind it 
reaches far beyond a single day.

Continued on P3 >

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Oaswelex tsiiA sAeAadaYvel  
(Our Women Are Strong)
The month of March is Women’s History Month. We celebrate all the women in our 
lives and our thankful for all the Muckleshoot women who have fought for our Tribal 
Sovereignty. The black and white photo is from 1950. It shows women cooking salmon 
on the Muckleshoot reservation.  

Pictured left to right: Alice Williams, Annie Garrison, Nevah Jackson Moses, Genevieve Siddle John,  
Elivna (Bena) Williams, Laura Siddle Courville, and Irene Siddle.

Muckleshoot Valentines 
Winter Powwow 
Read on P5 > 

Muckleshoot Opens Washington Legislative Session  
with Prayer and Presentation of Colors Read on P2 >
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OLYMPIA — On March 9, 2026 the Wash-
ington State House of Representatives 
opened the legislative session with a mo-
ment of prayer and recognition led by rep-
resentatives of the Muckleshoot Indian 
Tribe, bringing Muckleshoot leadership 
and veteran service into the state Capitol.

At the invitation of Speaker Pro Tempore 
Chris Stearns, Muckleshoot Leaders and 
veterans traveled to Olympia where Bish-
op and Minister Dennis Anderson Sr. of-
fered the opening prayer and blessing on 
the House floor. Anderson serves with the 
1910 Shaker Church and the Muckleshoot 
Shaker Church.

Following the prayer, the bəqəlšuɫ 
ɫšupčadəd, (Muckleshoot Warriors) Col-
or Guard, presented the colors inside the 
chamber, including the Muckleshoot Indian 
Tribal flag. The ceremony marked a rare mo-
ment where state lawmakers and visitors in 
the gallery witnessed Muckleshoot culture 
and service recognized as part of the official 
opening proceedings of the House.

They were welcomed by lawmakers and 
introduced to members of both the Re-
publican and Democratic caucuses by Rep. 
Chris Stearns of District 47 and Rep. Deb-
ra Lekanoff of District 40. The gathering 
provided an opportunity for Muckleshoot 

leadership to connect with legislators and 
share about the Tribe’s culture, values, and 
ongoing government-to-government rela-
tionship with the state of Washington.

Intergovernmental Affairs Coordinator, 
Sean Daniels was alongside Councilmem-
ber Donny Stevenson who spoke on behalf 
of the Tribe during the visit.

Members of the Muckleshoot Warriors Col-
or Guard who participated in the ceremony 
included Rob Lewis, James Zaja, Jon Herda, 
Steve Faris, Floyd Hubbard, Randy Leno, Nik-
kolas Herda, Noah Humes, and Tyler Herda.

The visit to Olympia represented more than 
a ceremonial moment. It was an opportunity 
to bring the Tribe’s spiritual traditions, vet-
eran service, and cultural identity into the 
state’s legislative chamber while continu-
ing to strengthen relationships between the 
Tribe and state leaders.

Continued from P1:

Muckleshoot Opens Washington Legislative 
Session with Prayer and Presentation of Colors

...exchange represents such an 
accurate reflection of Muckleshoot, 
a prayerful, spiritual Tribal Nation 
who put the needs of the people 
first and will sacrifice for one 
another in the most important 
ways. I’d specifically like to thank 
Speaker Chris Stearns for helping 
to coordinate this government-to-
government exchange and both 
the Washington State Republican 
and Democratic Caucuses for 
hosting us and allowing me a few 
moments to share about our people 
and culture. My hands raised in 
gratitude to all involved and I look 
forward to continued diplomacy 
and collaboration in serving our 
collective peoples.”

— Tribal Council Member  
Donny Stevenson

“It is always such a privilege to 
represent the Muckleshoot Indian 
Tribe in Washington’s state capitol, 
Olympia, and really fills my heart 
to watch as our people carry out 
this halɫ syayus (good work) and 
shine in showing who we — as 
Muckleshoot — really are.

The Washington State Capitol and 
House of Representatives got to 
witness this in its truest form today 
by hosting one of our spiritual 
leaders, Bishop and Minister Dennis 
Anderson Sr. for an opening prayer 
and blessing and the bəqəlšuɫ 
ɫšupčadəd (Muckleshoot Warriors) 
Color Guard for presentation the 
colors including a Muckleshoot 
Indian Tribal flag! This diplomatic...
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... For generations, Native children were 
removed from their homes through board-
ing schools, adoption systems, and policies 
designed to separate them from their iden-
tity, language, and culture. The impacts of 
those actions are still felt in our commu-
nities today. Protecting Native children is 
not simply a social issue. It is a sovereignty 
issue. It is about the survival and strength 
of our Nations.

The National Indian Child Welfare Associ-
ation works at the national level to defend 
the rights of Native children and families, 
support Tribal child welfare programs, and 
advocate for the full implementation of the 
Indian Child Welfare Act. Their work en-
sures that Native children remain connect-
ed to their families, their culture, and their 
Tribal communities. When Native children 
grow up knowing who they are and where 
they come from, our Nations remain strong.

Muckleshoot understands that our responsi-
bility does not stop on our own reservation. 
As Tribal Nations, we are connected. When 
one Tribe invests in the protection of Native 
children, we all benefit. This contribution 

reflects our commitment to intertribal soli-
darity and to the future of Indigenous fami-
lies across the country.

This is about more than funding. It is about 
standing up for Native children at a time 
when federal protections continue to face 
scrutiny and when strong Tribal advocacy 

remains essential. It is about ensuring that 
Native families have the resources and sup-
port they need to keep children safe, con-
nected, and rooted in culture.

At Muckleshoot, we believe our children are 
sacred. Investing in their protection is an in-
vestment in our future.

Continued from P1:

Muckleshoot Invests in the Protection of Native Children

Seattle Mayor Katie Wilson  
Visits Muckleshoot Tribe 
MUCKLESHOOT — On Feb. 27 Muckle-
shoot Tribal Council welcomed Seattle 
Mayor Katie Wilson, they shared histo-
ry of the Tribe and talked about the im-
portance of Native American voter out-
reach activities and engagement across 
Indian country. 

During the visit, Councilmembers John 
Daniels Jr., Donny Stevenson, Jessica 
Garcia-Jones, Anita Mitchell, and Louie 
Ungaro honored Mayor Wilson with a 
blanket, recognizing the importance of 
relationship and respect in our govern-
ment-to-government work. 

Council Members 
Meet with Democratic 
National Committee 
Chair Ken Martin
Council members Anita Mitchell and Lou-
ie Ungaro met with DNC Chair Ken Martin.
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Indigenous 
Peoples’ 
Community Day 
at The Seattle 
Aquarium 
By Shayna Brown

On March 8, visitors experienced a rich 
blend of cultural sharing and environmen-
tal learning. As Seattle’s Host Tribe, the 
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe co-hosted a re-
flection of their partnership with the Seat-
tle Aquarium. This fun-filled event offered 
insights into their traditions, history, and 
ongoing stewardship of local ecosystems, 
emphasizing the importance of collabora-
tive conservation efforts rooted in both sci-
ence and Indigenous knowledge to ensure 
healthy waters for generations to come. 

The event featured a variety of interactive 
and family friendly experiences, including 

storytelling, career panel, cultural panel, 
cultural demonstrations, a scavenger hunt 
and a Fish War Documentary screening, 
honoring the Tribe’s heritage and connec-
tion to the Salish Sea. The Muckleshoot In-
dian Tribe provided free admission, along 
with additional reduced cost access for at-
tendees. This support removed financial 
barriers and ensured that families, elders, 
and community members could fully par-
ticipate in the day’s programming. The re-
sult was a warm, intergenerational gather-
ing that reflected the Tribe’s commitment 
to inclusion and shared learning.
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Continued from P1:

Muckleshoot 
Valentines Winter 
Powwow
By Shayna Brown

The Muckleshoot community filled the 
floor with love, laughter, and good med-
icine on Feb. 7 at this year’s Valentine’s 
Winter Powwow. From the first drumbeat 
to the last round dance, the day carried that 
unmistakable mix of joy, tradition, and un-
conditional love that makes this gathering 
so special. One of the highlights of the eve-
ning was the Sweetheart Team Dance Spe-
cial, where couples, besties and anyone in 

between came to win or came to have fun, 
and all of them brought big smiles and even 
bigger moves. The Powwow held at the 
Muckleshoot Community Center offered a 
place to celebrate love in all its forms: ro-
mantic, platonic, cultural, and community 
love. It was a beautiful day to dance, honor, 
and share space. Until next year, may your 
steps stay light and your heart stay content.
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The Muckleshoot 
Tribal School Kings 
attends the WIAA 
Tournament
The Muckleshoot Tribal School King Boys 
basketball team made the trip to Spokane 
for the WIAA tournament to represent our 
community. 

The Kings played Liberty Christian with 
a final score of 71-38. Though they didn’t 
take home the win, reaching state is a 
huge accomplishment and we are proud of 
the team. 

Last month the DOL stopped by the Muck-
leshoot Community Center, helping Mem-
bers get their enhanced ID. Join the DOL 
on April 10 from 9:00-4:00 if you still are 
in need of one.

DOL 2 Go
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Muckleshoot 
Elders’ Dance Off
Our Elders answered the call from Puyal-
lup Tribe of Indians with a little Jailhouse 
Rock dance! To view the full video visit the 
Muckleshoot Tribe’s Facebook. 

Thank you to all the Elders who participat-
ed, and to the Health and Wellness Center 
for coordinating the choreography. They 
also are inviting all other Washington 
Tribal Elders to participate.

Court Construction Notice 
The Court will be undergoing construction from March 19 
through approximately May 5. During this period, all court 
hearings will be conducted via Zoom.

If you have a hearing scheduled during this timeframe, please 
contact the Court at least 24 hours prior to your hearing to request 
the Zoom link. You may also contact the Clerk in advance and pro-
vide a valid email address where the Zoom link can be sent.

Court staff will continue to accept filings by email at court.
staff@muckleshoot.nsn.us. Documents may also be delivered in 
person at the Tribal Court Annex (Old HR Building); however, 
appointments with the Clerk’s Office are required for in-person 
submissions.

Please contact the Court if you have any questions regarding 
these temporary procedures.

•	 Main line: (253) 876-3203

•	 Court Clerk, Alexis Williford: (253) 876-3096

•	 Lead Court Clerk, Leesa Lozier: (253) 876-3337

•	 Court Administrator, Julia Brown: (253) 876-3081
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APPLICANTS
COMMUNITY  POLICE  ACADEMY

Are you up for a challenge? Only the curious and bold need to
apply! Join the Community Police Academy and dive into the
world of your local police department. This FREE, 10-week
program offers the opportunity to learn from our most
experience officers and detectives. Amazing presentations may
include SWAT, Major Crimes,  Taser, Defensive Tactics and jail
tour along with hands-on 
experience at fingerprinting, 
mock scenes, breaching 
doors and more!

CALL FOR

SCAN QR CODE 
FOR MORE INFO 
AND APPLICATION

Classes will be Thursday evenings 
at Lake Wilderness Lodge in Maple Valley. Note, there will be two Saturday and
offsite sessions, dates to be determined. 

MARCH 19 - MAY 21
6 - 9 PM

MARCH 19 - MAY 21
6 - 9 PM

OUR SPONSORS 

Or go to www.MapleValleyWA.gov
For questions, call 425-413-5158 or email
micki.christensen@maplevalleywa.gov

Applicants must be 18 or older and have a clean background.
Applications accepted through March 5  th

or until class fills. Limited number of seats available. 
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Meet the Muckleshoot Career Advisors
Fabian Mendoza - Degrees
Last Names A-E
Desk: 253-294-8257
Cell: 253-410-5263
Fabian.Mendoza@muckleshoot.nsn.us

Lydia Adira - Degrees
Last Names F-Mi
Desk: 253-294-8258
Cell: 253-410-5767
Lydia.Adira@muckleshoot.nsn.us

Kelsey Perkovich - Degrees
Last Names Mo-Z
Desk: 253-876-3210
Cell: 253-337-7841
Kelsey.Perkovich@muckleshoot.nsn.us

Jocelyn Patterson-Alafaio
Vocational & Certificates 
Desk: 253-876-3305
Cell: 253-337-5836
Jocelyn.Patterson@muckleshoot.nsn.us

Use the QR code to make an
advising appointment 
with your advisor

Hours of Operation:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Closed. Closed.

Appointment
Window:

10:00am -
3:00pm

Closed.

Appointment
Window:

10:00am -
3:00pm

39811 Auburn Enumclaw Rd SE,
Auburn, WA 98092

Christopher Miller
(253) 876 - 3395
Christopher.Miller@muckleshoot.nsn.us

CONTACT INFO

MUCKLESHOOT TRIBAL COLLEGE

PEARSON VUE TESTING CENTER

MUCKLESHOOT TRIBAL COLLEGE
PEARSON VUE TESTING CENTER

WINTER 2026 - SPRING 2026WINTER 2026 - SPRING 2026
tə sc̓aliʔčəł gʷələ swələx̌ʷ dxʷʔal syayusčəł

Our hearts are strong towards our work

Testing Now Available:
GED Testing

IT & Cybersecurity
Healthcare & Medical

Business & Finance
Real Estate & Insurance

Government & Public Safety
Education & Teacher Licensure
Trades & Professional Licensing

*NEW*

*NEW*

*NEW*

*NEW*

*NEW*

*NEW*

Guideline Information:
Bring valid ID.

Arrive 15 minutes early.
Maintain silence during testing.

No unauthorized items.
Follow proctor instructions.

Leave personal belongings in locker.

This testing center has 4,200+ Pearson VUE certification and licensing exams.
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(253) 876-3375
Justine.Koble@Muckleshoot.nsn.us

6th Annual
Effective Teaching Institute

Registration now open!
Registration form and Muckleshoot Resort booking link
available via the QR code. 

Early bird ticket pricing available until April 24, 2026.

The Effective Teaching Institute (ETI) 2026 is a three-day, intertribal
conference for Pre-School through Higher Education educators serving
Native and Indigenous communities. ETI highlights culturally grounded
curriculum and pedagogy, place-based and experiential learning,
cultural arts, Native literature and music, government-to-government
partnerships, and immersive field experiences that connect learning to
land, community, and lived knowledge.

Muckleshoot Tribal College Presents

Muckleshoot Casino Resort
2402 Auburn Way S,
Auburn, WA 98002
June 23 - 25, 2026
8:00am - 4:00pm

For Questions or registration
accommodations, please contact
Justine Koble. 

tə sc̓aliʔčəł gʷələ swələx̌ʷ dxʷʔal syayusčəł
Our hearts are strong towards our work

Spring 2026Spring 2026

Muckles
hoot

Scholars
hip

Orientat
ion

Muckles
hoot

Scholars
hip

Orientat
ion

Tuesday, March 24th from 12-1pm

Muckleshoot Tribal College
Room 204

39811 AUBURN ENUMCLAW RD SE
AUBURN, WA 98092

Zoom*:
muckleshoot-nsn-us.zoom.us/my/advisor

Students receiving Muckleshoot
Scholarship must attend Orientation

once per academic year

ScholarshipsDept@Muckleshoot.nsn.us

*students attending on Zoom must have camera on, 
or attendance will not be recorded



We want to hear from you!  
Scan the QR Code to share your announcements, birth news,  
birthday shoutouts, community highlights, and more.

We love hearing from our community. To help us share 
stories in a timely and organized way, all content for the 
Muckleshoot Messenger is due by 5pm on the first Friday 
of each month. This timeline helps us make sure each 
story is given the care and attention it deserves.

Tribal departments and Tribal Members are welcome  
to submit stories, announcements, photos, and  
event recaps. Please send submissions to  
katie.manzanares@muckleshoot.nsn.us and/or  
shayna.brown@muckleshoot.nsn.us. 

Submissions received after the deadline may be  
included in a future issue.

Thank you for continuing to share your stories.

2026 Muckleshoot Messenger Editorial Calendar  
(February–December)

Issue 
Month

Content Due  
(Friday, 5pm)

Sent to Designer  
(Monday)

Issue Release  
(online)

February Feb 6 Feb 9 Feb 13

March Mar 6 Mar 9 Mar 13

April Apr 2* Apr 6 Apr 10

May May 1 May 4 May 8

June Jun 5 Jun 8 Jun 12

July Jul 2* Jul 6 Jul 10

August Aug 7 Aug 10 Aug 14

September Sep 3* Sep 8 Sep 11

October Oct 2 Oct 5 Oct 9

November Nov 6 Nov 9 Nov 13

December Dec 4 Dec 7 Dec 11

*Deadline is a Day Earlier 
Due to Holiday Closures 

Have You Used the Member Services Portal?
ATTENTION TRIBAL MEMBERS:

The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe’s Member 
Services Portal is an online portal created 
for Tribal members. On the dashboard, you 
can find community updates and notices, up-
coming events, and popular resource links. 

Tribal services and programs are available 
to browse through the navigation menu on 
the left side of the portal, including educa-
tion programs, scholarships, student sup-
port, health and wellness services, housing 

and community development, cultural pro-
grams, social services, and more.  

The navigation menu also includes the 
community calendar, notices and closures, 
digital articles from the Muckleshoot Mes-
senger, and election information.

The portal is intended to save you time and 
keep everything in one place. If you have 
not visited the portal recently, take a few 
minutes to explore and familiarize your-
self with it. 

There is a lot of information that moves 
quickly, so we encourage you to bookmark 
and check the dashboard regularly to avoid 
missing out on things and stay up-to-date 
with reliable information.

Visit Muckleshoot.nsn.us/Member-Portal
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Muckleshoot 
Birthday Shout Outs

March 5th

Hawnee Mae Moses, 19 yrs 
Happy Birthday! 

from: Mom, Dad & brothers
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March 17th 

Mona Reeves,  
Happy Birthday!
from: Your Lil' Family

COMMUNITY
We wanna wish a very Happy 19th 
Birthday to our beautiful babygirl 

Larissa. We hope you have the 
bestest day ever.  We are soo Proud 
to call you our daughter. You have 
the biggest caring heart. Anyone 
who knows you is lucky to call you 
their friend. Love you so much. 

Love always Mom & Dad

Birthday shout outs  
are back! Use the QR code  
to submit a shout out for  
the next Messenger.

March 5th

– Cedar, turning 19 –

Happy Birthday 
Brother!! 

Love, River, Loyal,  

and Sacred 


