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Muckleshoot Kids Fishing Derby 
Brings Families Together

By Tyler Spencer · KETA CREEK — Families 
from across the Muckleshoot Community 
gathered at Keta Creek on June 13 for the an-
nual Kids Fishing Derby, enjoying a morn-
ing filled with fishing, outdoor recreation, 
and time spent together with family and 
friends. Children lined the stocked fishing 
ponds with rods in hand, eagerly waiting 

for a bite while family members cheered 
them on from the shoreline. Throughout 
the morning, participants celebrated catch-
es big and small, creating memorable mo-
ments for both experienced fishers and 
those casting a line for the very first time.
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By Shayna Brown · MUCKLESHOOT —  
In June 2022, the Muckleshoot Indian 
Tribal Council formally declared and rec-
ognized June as Pride Month. Through 
this resolution, Muckleshoot affirmed 
their commitment to upholding the dig-
nity, rights, and well-being of all Tribal 
members while continuing to support, 
honor, and advocate for our LGBTQ+ and 
Two-Spirit relatives. 

This ongoing declaration reflects our tra-
ditionally held, pre-colonial Muckleshoot 
teachings of respect, honor, and esteem for 
members of our LGBTQ+ and Two-Spirit 
community.  

Continued on P4 >
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TRIBAL COUNCIL

The month of June carries so many import-
ant messages, causes and important days- 
Graduation Season, 1st Salmon Ceremony, 
Juneteenth, Pride- so many important is-
sues and vital moments of recognition! To 
this end, it is a privilege to take this oppor-
tunity to speak to two especially apt June 
topics that I find directly related- Father’s 
Day and Men’s Health Month! 

June 1 was my 24th wedding anniversary 
with my unbelievably strong, beautiful, in-
telligent and fully capable Ojibwe/Lakota 
wife, Tina Lynn- who is the foundation of 
our family and household and acts as the 
matriarch of our household which includes 
our eldest and only son, 3 daughters, a 
granddaughter and a grandson, today. This 
day not only starts Men’s Health Month and 
holds the celebratory day which recogniz-
es Dads, it also represents to me the impor-
tance of living up to my responsibilities to 
each of these beloved members of my fami-
ly. To be a husband, father and grandfather 
who provides for and protects… and- just 
as importantly-teaches the next generation 
how to do the same.

As Native people, our women are sacred. 
They are the life-bringers of our Nations 
and the foundation on which all of our 
wisdom is built- as they act as the first 
teachers of our young ones and children. 
They have been instrumental in the re-

tained culture and identity we carry as In-
dian people- as one of my honored Elders 
always taught, if you want to understand 
the story, power and influence of a fam-
ily or Nation- you simply need to “follow 
the women.” As healthy Native men, we 
hold a sacred responsibility to honor this 
role and teaching. In doing so, we model 
for our children and grandchildren what 
healthy and effective relationships and 
love should look like and teach our young 
women to never accept anything less.

As a chosen representative leader from 
amongst our Muckleshoot people, a hus-
band of 24 years, a father to 1 young Na-
tive man, grandfather to another and of 3 
young Native women, and again, grandfa-
ther to another, it is with the deepest and 
most personal connection and belief that I 
remind all of our young Indigenous broth-
ers- we carry a responsibility to all of our 
women. The responsibility to honor them 
as the sacred and to regard them with the 
respect, honor, and protection they each 
deserve. As Native men from within our re-
spective Tribal communities, this respon-
sibility is very real- and it fundamentally 
starts with each of us. Our women cannot 
be allowed to be subject to disrespect, ob-
jectification nor dehumanization- it per-
petuates the epidemic of violence against 
them and normalizes behaviors which jus-
tify it and have led (at least in part) to the 

MMIWP epidemic facing our Nations and 
people. This rings especially true within 
our own homes and families, where we 
have the ability to build foundations of 
health, confidence, respect, and love. 

As healthy Native men, we each carry this 
sacred responsibility- especially as fa-
thers- and should hold ourselves and one 
another accountable to this important role 
for the good of our people and our Tribal 
Nations.  To this end, we are each needed 
to stand with and for our most sacred, our 
women- setting the example for how we 
expect them to be honored and treated by 
all others- this is how I see it and stated 
plainly what is taught in my own house-
hold.   I use this teaching now as a call to 
action for my Native brothers- as good 
healthy men... as husbands... as fathers... 
as grandfathers.

Happy Father’s Day to all of our dads out 
there- as healthy men who lay the foun-
dation of providing and protecting our 
families and teaching the next generation 
what healthy love and relationships look 
like, I raise my hands to all of you who are 
carrying this work and responsibility in a 
good way and I thank you for your contri-
butions to building a strong Tribal Nation!

Donny Stevenson 
Chairman, Muckleshoot Indian Tribe

Chairman's Corner: 
Father's Day and Men's Health 
Month Reflections

Council Members 
Meet with Former 
U.S. Secretary  
of the Interior,  
Deb Haaland
By Katie Manzanares

Members of the Muckleshoot Tribal Coun-
cil met with former U.S. Secretary of the In-
terior Deb Haaland on Thursday, May 14, to 
discuss her campaign for governor of New 
Mexico and issues affecting Tribal Nations. 
The meeting also included a conversation 
about the importance of Native representa-
tion and leadership in government and its 
impact on Tribal communities.
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... The derby provided an opportunity for 
Muckleshoot youth to enjoy the outdoors, 
learn new skills, and spend quality time 
with family members and friends. Par-
ents, grandparents, siblings, and extended 
family members could be seen helping bait 
hooks, offering encouragement, and shar-
ing in the excitement each time a fish was 
reeled in.

One of the highlights of the event was 
the strong sense of community present 
throughout the morning. Families gath-
ered around the ponds, visiting with one 
another and enjoying the opportunity to 
connect while supporting the young par-
ticipants. Laughter, smiles, and words of 
encouragement could be heard throughout 
the event as children moved from one fish-
ing spot to another, excited for the chance 
to make another catch.

Event staff and volunteers worked through-
out the morning to create a welcoming and 
enjoyable experience for everyone in atten-
dance. Their efforts helped ensure partic-
ipants had the support they needed while 
allowing families to focus on enjoying the 
day together.

Beyond the fishing itself, the derby served 
as a reminder of the importance of commu-
nity-centered events that bring families to-
gether. Opportunities like the Kids Fishing 
Derby provide youth with positive outdoor 
experiences while strengthening connec-
tions between generations and encourag-
ing healthy, active recreation.

For generations, fishing has sustained 
Muckleshoot families physically, cultural-
ly, and spiritually. The annual Kids Fishing 
Derby helps ensure that these teachings 
are passed forward, allowing tribal youth 
to learn the skills, values, and traditions 
that connect them to the waters and to 
their ancestors. Fishing is not only a recre-
ational activity for our community — it is a 
protected right, a responsibility, and a core 
part of our identity.  

As the morning continued, many chil-
dren proudly posed for photos with their 
catches and shared stories about their 
fishing successes. For some, the event was 

TOP STORIES
Continued from P1:

Muckleshoot 
Kids Fishing 
Derby Brings 
Families 
Together
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a chance to build on previous fishing ex-
perience, while for others it provided an 
opportunity to create new memories with 
loved ones. Having the opportunity to en-
gage in a living tradition that strengthens 
our sovereignty, honors our history, and 
reinforces the Tribe’s ongoing steward-
ship of the land and waterways is much 
larger than simply participating in a sin-
gle morning of fishing.

The annual Kids Fishing Derby contin-
ues to be a valued community event that 
celebrates family, recreation, and togeth-
erness. Through events like these, Muck-
leshoot youth are able to explore new ex-
periences, build confidence, and create 
lasting memories with the people who 
support them most.

The smiles seen throughout the morning 
reflected the success of the event and the 
dedication of those who helped make it 
possible. As families packed up their gear 
and headed home, many left with more 
than fish—they left with memories shared 
alongside family, friends, and community.

... It serves as a reminder that love, accep-
tance, and belonging have always been val-
ued within our culture and that we remain 
committed to fostering a community where 
everyone is welcomed and celebrated. 

As an annual part of this year’s Pride Month 
observance, the Muckleshoot communi-
ty came together on June 5, 2026, for the 
Pride Fun Fair Celebration. The event pro-
vided a hopeful opportunity for communi-
ty members, families, and allies to gather 
in support of our LGBTQ+ and Two-Spirit 
relatives and celebrate the diversity that 
strengthens our Tribe. 

Attendees enjoyed a variety of activi-
ties and attractions, including MIT pride 
t-shirts, airbrush tattoos, games for chil-
dren, a photo booth, pride-themed goodies, 
and informational booths that set an open 
space of opportunities to connect with 
community resources. The celebration also 
featured delicious offerings from a BBQ 
food truck and a coffee and drink stand, 
creating a welcoming atmosphere for all 
who attended. 

Continued from P1:

Honoring Pride 
Month at 
Muckleshoot

TOP STORIES
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TOP STORIES
Connection and learning were the heart 
of the event as families and friends spent 
time together celebrating love, inclusion, 
and community. Events like the Pride Fun 
Fair helps nurture further understanding, 
help encourage acceptance, and remind us 
that every member of our community de-
serves to be seen, valued, and celebrated 
for who they are. 

The Pride Fun Fair was a wonderful re-
minder of the importance of community, 
visibility, and inclusion. Thank you to ev-
eryone who participated, volunteered, and 
the Muckleshoot Health and Wellness who 
helped make the event a success. 

Happy Pride Month, Muckleshoot!
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SPORTS

Excite Fight May 23, 2026, Muckleshoot Casino Resort
Co-Main Event: Cameron Burkey vs Brandon Sly
Main Event: Andrew Park vs Shane WhiteEagle
Photos by Moonlight Media

The event featured a full card of regional 
talent, but it was Muckleshoot Tribal mem-
ber Shane WhiteEagle’s performance that 
capped the evening. Competing in his first 
fight back since an injury, WhiteEagle re-
minded fans of his resilience with a 20‑sec-
ond first‑round knockout against Andrew 
Park in the main event. His win adds anoth-
er highlight to the growing list of athletic 
achievements by Muckleshoot Tribal mem-
bers competing at high levels in sports.

As WhiteEagle continues to climb the re-
gional MMA ranks, his victory at Muckle-
shoot Fight Night 16 stands as both a per-
sonal milestone and a proud moment for 
the Muckleshoot community.

Congratulations to Shane and Cameron on 
their wins!! WhiteEagle’s comeback was an 
impressive performance.

Excite Fight:  
Andrew Park vs  
Shane WhiteEagle

By Katie Manzanares

Relay teams from across the United States 
and Canada gathered at Emerald Downs 
June 12 through 14 for the 10th Annual 
Muckleshoot Gold Cup Indian Relay.

The three day competition featured some 
of the sport's top riders, horses and support 
crews, all competing for championship 
honors in one of Indian Country's premier 
relay events. Throughout the weekend, 
fans witnessed dramatic finishes, hard 
fought races and the horse exchanges that 
make Indian relay racing one of the most 
exciting competitions in Native sports.

Success in relay racing depends on more 
than speed. Riders, holders and muggers 
must work together with precision and 
trust as horses are exchanged during the 
race. A single mistake or delay can quick-
ly change the outcome, making every race 
unpredictable until the finish line.

The annual event brought together tribes 
and First Nations from across North Amer-
ica. As the Muckleshoot Gold Cup marked 
its 10th year, competitors and spectators 
alike gathered to honor the sport and the 
generations of riders who continue to keep 
the tradition alive.

Muckleshoot Gold Cup 
Showcases Elite Relay 
Teams
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SPORTS

Written by Katie Manzanares,  
Photos by Shayna Brown

AUBURN — Muckleshoot youth and fam-
ilies gathered at South Wind Park on May 
16 to celebrate the opening of a new mul-
tisport court made possible through a 
partnership between the Muckleshoot In-
dian Tribe and One Roof Foundation, the 
philanthropic arm of the Seattle Kraken.

The new Muckleshoot Sport Court is de-
signed to provide youth and future gen-
erations with a space to stay active, build 
confidence and connect with one another 
through sports and recreation.

The celebration included a Muckleshoot 
blessing, ceremonial puck drop and youth 
street hockey clinics. Tribal leaders, Se-
attle Kraken representatives, community 
partners and families came together to 
mark the opening of the court, which will 
support activities including street hockey, 
basketball and soccer. 

Chairman Donny Stevenson, Vice Chairman 
John Daniels Jr., Muckleshoot Indian Tribe 
CEO Titu Asghar, Seattle Kraken Chief Com-
mercial Officer Jeff Webster and Honorable 
Richard Jones spoke during the event.

Stevenson said the court represents an 
investment in the future of Muckleshoot 
youth and families.

“Our youth deserve spaces 
where they can grow, stay 
active and build strong 
connections with one another 
and their community. This new 
multisport court represents 
an investment in the future of 
Muckleshoot and in the well-
being of the next generation.”

— Tribal Council Chairman  
Donny Stevenson

Throughout the afternoon, youth partic-
ipants learned hockey skills, took part 
in games and activities, and met Kraken 
representatives, Brooks Running athletes 
and community volunteers. Each regis-
tered participant received a pair of Brooks 
running shoes and a street hockey stick.
Asghar said the project reflects a shared 
commitment to youth wellness, recreation 
and community.

“We appreciate One Roof Foundation, the 
Seattle Kraken and Brooks Running for 
helping create a space where Muckleshoot 
youth can learn, grow and experience the 
positive impact sports can have on their 
lives,” Asghar said.

The event was emceed by Kraken broad-
caster Everett Fitzhugh and featured ap-
pearances by Kraken mascot Buoy, former 
Kraken player JT Brown and Brooks Beasts 
athletes.

The Muckleshoot Sport Court is one of sever-
al courts developed through One Roof Foun-
dation’s effort to expand access to sports 
and recreation throughout the region. The 
courts are intended to introduce youth to 
hockey in an accessible and community-fo-
cused way while creating opportunities for 
healthy activity and connection.

The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe partnered 
with One Roof Foundation, the Seattle 
Kraken and Brooks Running to bring the 
project to life and create a lasting resource 
for Muckleshoot youth and families.

New Multisport  
Court Opens at 
South Wind Park
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SPORTS

Muckleshoot Veterans 
Basketball Team

Submitted by Rowan Elkins

Coaches: Rowan Elkins and Jason  
McDaniel, Sr.

Players pictured right: Khristie Hinton, 
Easton Petrie, Darius Buchanan-Elkins, 
Silas Herrick, Jason McDaniel JR, Joseph 
Carmignani, Cade Cross-Aumua, and 
Wasoli Ross

Auburn Little 
League’s Tee Ball 
Team: Lil Rebels

Submitted by Rowan Elkins

Players pictured left: Jakobe Elkins, Daniel 
Locke aka DJ, Zoey Eyle, Benjamin Viken, 
Barron Stangle, Richard Higgins
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COMMUNITY
SEATTLE — Our first HIYU Sunset Cruise 
test run on June 14th, 2026 was a success! 
Our MIT ‘crew’ got a sneak peek at what’s 
in store for our upcoming events, and the 
views did not disappoint.

The HIYU initiative provides a meaning-
ful opportunity to strengthen the Muckle-
shoot Indian Tribe’s presence within the 
Seattle area, part of the tribe’s usual and 

accustomed territory. By increasing vis-
ibility, HIYU advances our mission to ed-
ucate the broader community about our 
people, our history, and the lasting contri-
butions we make to the region. 

Check out some photos from the evening 
and keep an eye out for future HIYU 
events as we’d love to see you on board for 
the next adventure! 

Hiyu Sunset Cruise: 
What a Beautiful 
Evening on the Water!
Written by Shayna Brown,  
Photos by Katie Manzanares & Shayna Brown

The Muckleshoot Canoe Family continued its outreach efforts 
by performing during halftime at the Seattle Seawolves rugby 
match on May 31. Through cultural performances and communi-
ty engagement, the Canoe Family proudly represents the Muck-
leshoot Indian Tribe while sharing its traditions with audiences 
throughout the region.

Muckleshoot Canoe Family 
Performs at Seattle Seawolves 
Halftime
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COMMUNITY

by Mark Iversen (PRC, 2012-2017; Finance, 2018)
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COMMUNITY

MUCKLESHOOT INDIAN TRIBE  

MMuucckklleesshhoooott  PPuubblliicc  WWoorrkkss  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt 

2025 Water Quality Consumer Confidence Report 

                                                             
Muckleshoot Utility District Offices 

39620 176th Lane SE Auburn, WA  98092 
253-876-2975 

 
 

Read the Report online at:  
muckleshoot.nsn.us/resources/2025-water-quality-report
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CAR SEAT SAFETY
BEST PRACTICE

Children should ride in a
rear-facing car seat as long
as possible until they reach
the height or weight
maximum of the car seat.

Children should ride in a
forward-facing car seat, with a
harness, until they reach the
height or weight maximum of
the car seat.

Children should use a booster
seat until the vehicle lap-and-
shoulder belt fit correctly. 

Most children will need a
booster seat until they are
between 8-12 years old.

All passengers should
buckle up safely for
every ride.

REAR-FACING
WA STATE LAW

FORWARD-FACING

BOOSTER SEAT

SEAT BELT

Children up to age 2 must
be properly secured in a
rear-facing car seat.

Children ages 2-4 years must
ride in a car seat with a harness
(rear or forward facing).

Children 4 and older must ride
in a car or booster seat until
they are 4’9″ tall.

Children over height 4’9” must
be secured by a properly fitted
seat belt (typically starting at
8-12 years old).

RCW 46.61.687AAP RECOMMENDATIONS

Under 13? Per WA State Law, all children under 13 years old
should ride in the backseat, when practical to do so.

Always read and follow your car seat and vehicle instructions for proper
use and installation of your car seat.

www.southsnofire.org/safekids
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CHILDCARE
Services

Eligibility:
Reside within the Muckleshoot CCDF service area: 30 mile
radius from the Muckleshoot Tribal Administration.

Need care for an Indian Child (registered in a federally
recognized tribe or biological parent is enrolled in a
federally recognized tribe) between 5 weeks through 12
years of age or up through 18 years of age with a disability.

Muckleshoot CCDF

253-876-3032
Call UsCall UsCall Us ApplyApply

Online:Online:
Apply

Online:

Free

Email UsEmail UsEmail Us
ccdf.applications@muckleshoot.nsn.us

Muckleshoot Police
Department

Tuesday, Aug. 4Tuesday, Aug. 4 , 2026, 2026ththTuesday, Aug. 4 , 2026th

raffles - donut eating contest - booths
police & fire truck displays - food - fun

annual basketball game

M IT  Communmity  Center
2 p m - 6 p m2 p m - 6 p m2 p m - 6 p m
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Muckleshoot 
Birthday Shout Outs

Birthday shout outs are back! For questions  
and/or submissions, contact Shayna Brown:

Shayna.Brown@muckleshoot.nsn.us 
(253) 421-1517
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COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

Happy Birthday to the most loving Mom and 
amazing Grandma! 

You are the heart of our family, the one who keeps 
us strong with your love, wisdom, and kindness. 

Thank you for always being there with open arms, 
warm hugs, and endless support. We are so blessed 
to have you in our lives and cherish every memory 

we share with you.

We hope your day is filled with as much love and 
happiness as you bring to everyone around you. 
You deserve the world today and every day. We 

love you more than words can express! 

Love, Joey, Deidre and Kids

June 18th

Happy 30th Birthday 
Margarita McKenzie!
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Happy Birthday Amora! we 
love you so much. you’re the 

sweetest person, the best sister 
& most amazing daughter & 

grandbaby. I can’t wait to see 
what 6 brings you.

Love, mom, dad, Sekoia, 
Makius, aunties, uncles  

& Papa

COMMUNITY

June 10th - For Angie Ross:

 Happy Birthday Mom! Much love from 
your children, grandchildren, great 
grandchildren and the entire family!
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COMMUNITY

June 7

Happy Birthday Georgena!! 

You are the best gift your 

parents could have given to 

me. I will try and celebrate you 

everyday. 

Love always, Evelyn, Yason, 

Chikala, Papi and Osito

June 7th

Happy Birthday Joy Roberts!

From: Rita Benavides

June 23rd

Happy Birthday  
Samantha Mcgee!

Katie J. Brown (40) & 
Katie S. Brown (9) 6/13 

Happy Birthday to the 
Katie Brown's on June 
13th. WE LOVE YOU!!! 

Tammy, Stasia, Bane,  
& Majesty.


