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showed up ready to celebrate. The Muck-
leshoot Powwow Grounds turned into a 
mini carnival of waterslides, rides, rock 
climbing, and food vendors. This event 
kept our youth engaged throughout the 
afternoon, offering both fun and mean-
ingful opportunities to prepare for the 
upcoming school year. 
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Just this past May (2026), our family through 
the brilliant research of my younger broth-
er Keith and his partner Rose, confirmed 
that the first born child of our grandmother 
Marie Daniels was a victim of the Boarding 
School system who will never get the op-
portunity to move on or heal- it was right 
there in black & white, in a Google Docs 
report titled, “Chemawa and Forest Grove 
Indian School Deaths,” under a tab labeled, 
“Deaths and Burials at Schools.”

Number 311 on a list of 367 total names 
denoting deaths which occurred at these 
schools- “Simmons, Edgar Arthur, Death 
Date: 1938/09/20, Remains returned home.” 
With an additional note stating: “Not a stu-
dent. Infant born at Chemawa, died age 4 
days old. Burial at Grand Ronde.” Grand 
Ronde is the home and Tribe of our Grand-
father- Edgar Arthur Simmons- the baby’s 
namesake.

We come from a family directly and harsh-
ly impacted by the removal and relocation 
policies of the Nation’s past: 14 siblings 
amongst my father’s immediate family… 

all of whom were removed from the home 
and separated from one another, from their 
siblings, from their parents, from their 
family, from their people and from their 
culture.  It is only through their strength of 
character and their fortitude that our gen-
eration and each that follows are blessed to 
be able to be here today… thanking each of 
them today for finding the way and creat-
ing the path for our generation. Our family 
story is sadly NOT unique.

Specifically, when you look at our Sim-
mons / Daniels family history- 14 siblings 
born to the same household/ mother and 
father… all of whom were ultimately re-
moved from this Tribal home as a matter of 
policy aimed at cultural genocide and as-
similation. All were removed and replaced 
into the Western system as children… a 
system intentionally weaponized to de-
stroy Tribal families, Tribal communities 
and Tribal people. A system designed and 
intended to destroy Tribes. To remove chil-
dren and to take from them every piece of 
their Tribal identity and remake them in-
stead into assimilated citizens of Western 
society.  Actively and intentionally robbed 
of every part of their Tribal culture and 
traditional teaching- their language and 
their spiritual faith.   Their hair was cut, 
their regalia and garb were discarded 
or disposed of, and they were beaten for 
speaking their own tongue.  Their names 
were both literally and figuratively erased 
and they were given new ones.

To be crystal clear, I’m not talking about 
some far off historical reference or story 
you have to read in an archive about some 
far-off or way-back historical trauma- I’m 
speaking about our mothers, fathers, aun-
ties and uncles- a single generation before 
us. This was the reality for our family 
from Muckleshoot and Grand Ronde- the 
reality of the Simmons/ Daniels family- 
the reality not of some distant Ancestor 
many-times removed from or unknown to 
us; but instead, the reality of our own fa-
ther and his siblings- our Aunties, Uncles, 
Moms and Dads.

The power and importance that despite all 
of this, our family Elders had the strength 
and fortitude to fight for their Indian. They 
found a way to keep that core Muckleshoot 
/ Grand Ronde part of who they really were 
and to out-last, out-fight, out-live and out-
class every agent and system designed and 
intended to destroy them and who they 
really were! They found their respective 
ways home... each of them. One step at a 
time- one sibling at a time. They found 
their path back to the source- their home-
lands and people. Back to Muckleshoot. 
They built relations with one another and 
re-learned how to be family- brothers and 
sisters. They reclaimed their place within 

our Tribal Nation… building connections 
and contributing to the growth and success 
of our Tribal Nations, together.

In doing so, they subsequently provided the 
ability, the option and the opportunity for 
each of us- my generation and beyond- to 
know our own place and to claim our own 
home and identity. Our family literally re-
fused to allow our Tribe to be taken… from 
them or from us. 

Because of our Elders, we get to be fami-
ly with one another. Because of them, we 
get to be Muckleshoot and Grand Ronde. 
Because of our Elders, our children know 
and love one another as beloved fami-
ly connections… Because of Dad, Uncle, 
Aunty, Mom- the power that runs through 
their (and subsequently our) veins, and 
the miraculous strength, fortitude and 
will to remain true to our fundamental 
spirit as Indian people, we each get to help 
define the future of our Tribal Nations.

We- as a family- truly are a miracle of 
strength and reclamation… and that fight- 
the one to make miracles real and to re-
claim our Tribal name and identity, is what 
truly defines my father… and each of his 
siblings…  as bəqəlšuɫ tubšədəd / Muckle-
shoot Warriors!!!

14 siblings- all of whom were removed from 
their home, family, parents and Tribe… 
but all of whom also found their own re-
spective ways back.  That is truly the Red 
Road and it is more powerful than words 
have the ability to describe.  Honoring this 
strength and the survivors while also re-
membering our families first born son- 
who we only learned of and confirmed this 
past May. Who we now know paid the ul-
timate sacrifice for our Daniels/ Simmons 
family- by spending the four days of his 
short life on this Earth at Chemawa Indian 
School with his teenage mother and father 
and will never have the ability to phys-
ically return home except in our family’s 
spirit and hearts… this is what Every Child 
Matters and Orange Shirt Day are really all 
about… Edgar Arthur Simmons matters…  

Sadly- as we all know- as extreme an ex-
ample as it is, my family’s story and experi-
ence are hardly the exception or unique in 
our Tribal communities or Indian Country. 
Every single one of our families share their 
version of this experience and story.

So, because of this, we wear orange in soli-
darity and in recognition…  in truth and in 
healing. We wear orange because each of 
these stories deserves to be told. We wear 
orange because- Every Child Matters!!!"

Donny Stevenson 
Chairman, Muckleshoot Indian Tribe

TRIBAL COUNCIL

Chairman's Corner: Orange Shirt Day

Every single one 
of your Indigenous 
friends are either 
a residential/ 
boarding school 
Survivor, a Survivor's 
child, a Survivor’s 
grandchild, or all 
three.

Every. Single. One.
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By Katie Manzanares · More than five decades 
after Larry Gossett came to the Muckleshoot 
Reservation looking for Native students to 
recruit to the University of Washington, the 
longtime civil rights leader returned to the 
Muckleshoot Tribal Council Chambers to 
share another piece of that history.

Larry Gossett, a former King County Coun-
cilmember, social justice fighter, and long-
time community leader, met with Tribal 
Council to provide an update on a book 
documenting his life, activism and decades 
of public service. During the visit to the 
Muckleshoot reservation, Gossett brought 
draft chapters for Council to review, includ-
ing sections on the fishing wars and places 
where Muckleshoot is part of his story.

His connection to Muckleshoot reaches back 
to his early years as an activist and organizer.

In 1968, Gossett helped establish the Black 
Student Union at the University of Wash-
ington and was among the student leaders 
pushing the university to create more op-
portunities for students who had historical-
ly been underrepresented on campus. Their 
efforts included increased recruitment of 
Black, Asian, Latino, Native American and 
low income students, along with stronger 
academic programs and support.

When Gossett became involved in recruit-
ing students to UW, that work brought him 
directly to Muckleshoot. In an interview 
later documented by HistoryLink, Gossett 

recalled coming to the Muckleshoot Res-
ervation looking for Native students with 
high school diplomas who could be recruit-
ed to attend the university. His recruitment 
work also took him into Black communities 
in Seattle and Latino farmworker commu-
nities in the Yakima Valley.

Gossett graduated from UW in 1971 as 
the university's first student to earn a de-
gree in African American Studies. He later 
served as executive director of the Central 
Area Motivation Program and went on to 
serve more than two decades on the King 
County Council.

His work throughout the region also con-
nected him with Native activist Bernie 
Whitebear, Latino civil rights leader Ro-
berto Maestas and Asian American activ-
ist Bob Santos. Together, the four became 
known as Seattle's "Gang of Four," building 
relationships among Black, Native, Lati-
no and Asian American communities and 
working together on civil rights, social 
justice and issues affecting communities 
throughout the region.

That history was part of the conversation 
as Gossett updated Council on his book 

and shared draft material that includes 
Muckleshoot.

The sections provided to Council touch on 
the fishing wars and Muckleshoot's place 
in a larger period of Native treaty rights 
and civil rights advocacy in Washington. 
The fishing wars were a defining period 
for treaty tribes and led to the 1974 Boldt 
Decision, which reaffirmed treaty fishing 
rights. For Muckleshoot, protecting treaty 
reserved fishing rights remains an import-
ant part of the Tribe's history and its con-
tinued work to protect sovereignty, culture 
and natural resources.

The visit concluded with a special recogni-
tion from Tribal Council. Vice Chair John 
Daniels Jr. and Councilmember Virginia 
Cross wrapped Gossett in a blanket, recog-
nizing his decades of community advoca-
cy and his longstanding relationship with 
Muckleshoot.

From coming to Muckleshoot as a young ac-
tivist recruiting Native students to return-
ing decades later with a book that includes 
the Tribe's story, Gossett's visit brought that 
history full circle and highlighted a rela-
tionship built across generations.

TRIBAL COUNCIL

By Katie Manzanares · Muckleshoot Tribal 
Council leaders met with Washington Gov. 
Bob Ferguson at the state Capitol this week 
for direct government-to-government dis-
cussions focused on priorities import-
ant to the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe and  
its members.

Chairman, Donny Stevenson, Tribal Council 
Secretary, Jessica Garcia-Jones, and Coun-
cilmember, Eileen Richardson represented 
the Tribe during the meeting with Ferguson. 
Discussions included Tribal sovereignty, 
gaming, economic issues, and other matters 
important to the Tribe.

The meeting provided an opportunity for 
Muckleshoot leaders to bring Tribal priori-
ties directly to the governor while continu-
ing to strengthen the longstanding govern-
ment-to-government relationship between 
the Tribe and Washington state.

“Direct government-to-government consul-
tation and collaboration” was at the center 
of the meeting, Stevenson said.

Stevenson said Tribal and state leaders dis-
cussed shared priorities and goals, includ-
ing areas where continued collaboration can 
serve Muckleshoot members and Washing-
ton residents while building on the relation-
ship between the Tribe and state.

Government-to-government consultation 
recognizes the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe as 
a sovereign government and provides a di-
rect avenue for Tribal leadership to engage 
with state officials on decisions and policies 
affecting the Tribe.

The Muckleshoot Tribal Council maintains 
official government-to-government relation-
ships with Washington state as well as feder-
al, county, city and other local governments. 

Those relationships allow Tribal leaders to 
advocate for Muckleshoot interests across is-
sues affecting the Tribe, its members, lands, 
resources and economic future.

Stevenson thanked Garcia-Jones and Rich-
ardson for representing Muckleshoot and 
for continuing to build connections with 
Ferguson directly.

The meeting reflects the Tribe’s continued 
work to protect Tribal sovereignty, advance 
Muckleshoot priorities and maintain strong 
relationships with government partners 
throughout the region.

Muckleshoot Tribal Council Meets With Gov.  
Bob Ferguson on Tribal Priorities

Larry Gossett Returns 
to Muckleshoot, Shares 
Progress on Book
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... We also want to honor and congratulate 
our newly crowned 2026 Skopabsh Pow-
wow Royalty. Some are returning leaders, 
and some are stepping into these roles for 
the first time, but all of them carry our 
community forward with pride.

2026 Skopabsh Powwow Royalty
•	 Tiny Tot Princess: Sheila Penn

•	 Little Warrior: Ruben Starr

•	 Jr. Miss Skopabsh: Skuya Elkins

•	 Miss Skopabsh: Tyla Freeman

•	 Warrior: Fayden Moses

•	 Kiya: Lisa Elkins

And we lift up our outgoing 2025 royal-
ty for their dedication and leadership 
throughout the year. Thank you for repre-
senting Skopabsh with heart.

2025 Skopabsh Powwow Royalty
•	 Tiny Tot Princess: Kaylina Myers

•	 Little Warrior: Corey Starr

•	 Jr. Miss Skopabsh: Kinsley Penn

•	 Miss Skopabsh: Karmen Paul

•	 Warrior: Fayden Moses

•	 Kiya: Emma Allen

Thank you again to everyone who joined 
us and to those who participated. We look 
forward to another year of carrying these 
teachings, celebrating our youth, and 
keeping our traditions strong.

TOP STORIES

Continued from P1:

New Year, New 
Royalty: Skopabsh 
Powwow 2026
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TOP STORIES

Continued from P1:

Sla-Hal Weekend 
Brings Community 
Together
By Katie Manzanares

Gray skies and rain didn’t stop Sla-Hal 
players, singers, families and spectators 
from filling the grounds near Muckleshoot 
Casino Resort for three days of competition 
and community Sept. 11-13.

The 2026 Muckleshoot Sla-Hal weekend 
brought people together for a weekend 
filled with songs, laughter, visiting and 
plenty of stick game.

Under the large Muckleshoot tents, specta-
tors surrounded the games as singers and 
drummers kept songs going throughout the 
weekend. Players competed while friends 
and relatives gathered along the sidelines, 
catching up and spending time together.
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This year’s main tournament featured 
a $30,000 first-place prize, followed by 
$20,000 for second, $12,500 for third and 
$7,500 for fourth. Fifth and sixth place 
each received $2,500.

The tournament offered 13 ways to win, 
including two consolation prizes, six spot-
light games and a prize for the longest 
winning streak.

But competition was only one part of the 
weekend.

Sla-Hal has long been a place for Native 
people to gather, share songs, strength-
en relationships and carry traditions for-
ward. That spirit could be seen throughout 
the weekend as generations sat together 
around the games and the grounds re-
mained full despite the wet weather.

The weekend culminated Sunday after-
noon with the Muckleshoot Showdown 
between Franky Cayou, Swinomish, and 
Lyndon Scott, Piikani, with Cayou coming 
away with the win.

“I’m thankful to be asked to point the 
Showdown,” Cayou said. “Thanks to 
the stick game community and the 
Tribe for asking me to be part of the 
weekend, and thanks to everyone who 
trusted me with their bet.”

The Showdown capped three days of Sla-
Hal at Muckleshoot and another weekend 
of bringing people together through songs, 
competition and community.

TOP STORIES
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By Shayna Brown

The Muckleshoot Keta Creek Family Fish-
ing Derby in honor of Leeroy Courville Sr. 
held on Aug. 15 was more than a day of 
fishing. It was an opportunity for families 
to come together, share stories, and pass 
on traditions to the next generation.

Events like this remind us how important 
it is to teach our children about our his-
tory and the practices that have connect-
ed our people to the land and waters for 
generations. When our youth learn these 
traditions firsthand, they gain a deeper 
understanding of who they are and where 
they come from. By keeping these teach-
ings alive, we strengthen not only our 
families but our Tribe as a whole.

Throughout the day, kids and adults lined 
the banks of Keta Creek, enjoying time to-
gether outdoors and learning from one an-
other. There was plenty of excitement as 
participants tried their luck at landing the 
biggest catch. Prizes were awarded for the 
largest fishes caught, creating a little friend-
ly competition and plenty to celebrate.

The event also featured treats and re-
freshments for everyone to enjoy, includ-
ing an ice cream, and coffee and energy 
drink stand that kept participants fueled 
throughout the day. Whether people came 
to fish, support their families, or simply 
spend time with the community, there 
was something for everyone.

This event was especially meaningful as 
it honored the life and legacy of Leeroy 
Courville Sr., a U.S. veteran, former Muck-
leshoot Tribal Council member, and fish 
commissioner. Leeroy had a deep love for 
the Muckleshoot people and dedicated 
much of his life to serving his communi-
ty. He was always willing to share what he 
had learned through his experiences and 
enjoyed teaching younger generations the 
lessons and values he carried throughout 
his life: community and family.

Our youth continue to learn from parents, 
grandparents, Elders and remind us that 
our traditions stay alive through the people 
who choose to carry them forward. As we 
look ahead, gatherings like the Keta Creek 
Family Fishing Derby help ensure that our 
stories, teachings, and way of life remain 
strong for our generations to come. With 
every lesson shared, every fish caught, and 
every memory made, we continue strength-
ening the bonds that make the Muckleshoot 
community resilient and thriving.

Muckleshoot Keta 
Creek Family Fishing 
Derby in Honor of 
Leeroy Courville Sr.

TOP STORIES
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YOUTH & EDUCATION
Continued from P1:

Building Positive Futures: Youth Health Fair & Back to School Bash
... Students were able to prepare for the upcoming school year 
with free haircuts and braiding services, ensuring they headed 
back to class feeling confident and supported. Local food vendors 
added to the atmosphere, offering a variety of options that kept 
the community wellfed as they enjoyed the day’s activities.

The Youth Health Fair provided valuable resources, education, 
and support for students and families, reinforcing the message 
that a healthy start leads to a strong school year.

The event also welcomed special guests Dallas Goldtooth and Ka-
sey Nicholson, whose performances brought laughter and enter-
tainment. Their presence added a dynamic element to the celebra-
tion and contributed to the overall success of the Bash.

Together, the Back to School Bash and Youth Health Fair high-
lighted our community’s commitment to uplifting youth through 
wellness and helping students begin the school year with pos-
itivity and pride. We extend our appreciation to everyone who 
attended, as well as to the dedicated event committee and the 
Muckleshoot Health and Wellness Center for their hard work and 
support for our students as they head into the new school year.

“I think Muckleshoot is a beacon for other tribes and 
how they should treat their community, how they 
uplift each other, and how they support the next 
generation view. I think that the opportunities that this 
tribe is doing for its own peoples is pretty spectacular.” 

— Dallas Goldtooth

“Muckleshoot is a beautiful community, they are 
very blessed and fortunate to have all the unity and 
the beautiful things they have that supports the kids 
and families, and it’s really cool to see this tribe 
really thriving and giving back to the community in 
different forms, whether it be powwows, community 
functions or leadership.” 

— Kasey Nicholson
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YOUTH & EDUCATION
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A Day with Our Everyday Heroes: YDP Hero Day
By Shayna Brown

Throughout the day, the youth develop-
ment program engaged with individuals 
who dedicate their lives to public service, 
they met local firefighters, learned about 
emergency equipment, and gained insight 
on how quick thinking saves lives. The 
firefighters also left the youth with a great 
memory, inviting them to play in the water 
spray from the firetruck hose – a moment 
that made the learning experience even 

more unforgettable. Police officers shared 
demonstrations and talked with the youth 
about safety, responsibility, and the im-
portance of building trust within the com-
munity. Military representatives offered 
insight into service, teamwork, and leader-
ship, showing the students how these val-
ues shape strong futures.

Events like YDP Hero Day help our young 
people see that heroes aren’t just in mov-
ies – they’re right here in our community, 

showing up, working hard, and making a 
difference for our people. The goal of the 
event was to inspire youth by connecting 
them with real people who serve with cour-
age and commitment. By learning directly 
from these professionals, students gained a 
deeper appreciation for the roles that pro-
tect and support our community every day.

YOUTH & EDUCATION
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The Port of Seattle recently hosted Muckle-
shoot Indian Tribe youth to gain a better 
understanding of the Port organization 
and aviation and maritime internships 
and jobs. This visit also included an SEA art 
tour, fun team building exercises and sum-
miting to the top deck at SEA for a birds eye 
view of the airfield.

This week, the Port hosted Muckleshoot 
Tribal Members who are currently study-
ing carpentry via the Muckleshoot/Green 

By Katie Manzanares

Young Muckleshoot athletes had the oppor-
tunity to sharpen their baseball skills this 
summer as Driveline Baseball brought its 
training program to the Muckleshoot Ath-
letic Club.

The two-day Driveline Baseball Camp was 
held Aug. 17-18 and gave young athletes 
the chance to work on pitching, throwing 
and hitting through specialized instruc-
tion and drills.

A total of 37 athletes participated between 
the pitching and hitting camps, with ses-
sions divided between players ages 12 and 
younger and those 13 and older.

The first day focused on throwing and 
pitching, while the second turned the atten-
tion to hitting. The format allowed athletes 
to spend dedicated time developing differ-

ent parts of their game while learning tech-
niques used in high-level baseball training.

Driveline Baseball is known for its data-driv-
en approach to player development and 
works with athletes to improve performance 
through specialized baseball training.

Bringing the camp to Muckleshoot gave lo-
cal athletes access to that level of instruc-
tion right here in the community.

The camp also continued the Muckleshoot 
Athletic Club’s efforts to create opportuni-
ties for young people to stay active, build 
their skills and experience new approach-
es to athletics.

Sports Facility Supervisor Jay-J Yar-
brough-Jones said the camp was well re-
ceived and that the Athletic Club hopes the 
partnership can continue.

“We had a total head count of 37 athletes at 
the camp between the pitching and hitting 
camps, and we look forward to doing some-
thing similar to this with Driveline again 
in the future,” Yarbrough-Jones said.

For the young athletes who participated, 
the two days offered more than another 

chance to step onto the field. It was an op-
portunity to learn, challenge themselves 
and continue developing their game along-
side other athletes from the community.

With 37 athletes taking part in its first 
camp, the partnership could also open the 
door for more Driveline training opportu-
nities at Muckleshoot in the future.

YOUTH & EDUCATION
Driveline Baseball 
Camp Brings Training 
to Muckleshoot Youth

Muckleshoot Youth Visit 
Port of Seattle
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River Community College program at the 
Port’s Marine Maintenance North Facili-
ty. Students learned more about the Port’s 
maintenance department, how to progress 
in skilled labor and they connected with 
Port’s skilled trade leaders and employees.

The Port of Seattle is grateful for the agree-
ments we have with our local Tribes and we 
remain committed to attracting Tribal Mem-
bers to maritime and aviation employment. 
We also thank the Port of Seattle’s Human Re-
sources Talent Connections Program, Work-
force Development Program and the Marine 
Maintenance Team for providing great expe-
riences that expanded these Tribal horizons.

YOUTH & EDUCATION
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We want to take a moment to celebrate the 
students who completed Excel Basic and 
Excel Expert this Summer quarter. Learn-
ing new software takes patience, and do-
ing it over a summer, often alongside jobs, 
family obligations, Canoe Journey, and ev-
erything else a season brings, takes real 
commitment. Our students showed up 
week after week, worked through the prac-
tice problems, asked good questions, and 
pushed past the moments when a formula 
just would not cooperate. That persistence 
is exactly what turns a class into a skill.

To every student in both courses: congrat-
ulations, and thank you for the energy you 
brought to the classroom. Whether Excel 

was brand new to you or you were con-
tinuing an educational journey that began 
with our Excel Basic course, this quarter 
moved you further along the path toward 
real mastery. That is especially true of 
our Excel Expert students, who built on 
a strong foundation and took on the more 
advanced work that separates comfortable 
users from confident ones. We are proud 
of your hard work, and we look forward to 
seeing where you take it next.

The CCEOP Summer Session ran from 
July 7th through August 14th, with an ad-
ditional two weeks for our Tomanamus 
worksite. A total of 104 students success-
fully completed the program! During the 
summer session, participants worked col-
lectively at 50 different worksites and par-
ticipated in 6 field trips.

Tomanamus Mountain 
Worksite Crew July 7th – Au-
gust 24th 
We had six Muckleshoot youth hired through 
CCEOP to work at Tomanamus this summer. 
The students learned about and participat-
ed in plant identification, fish relocation, 
walkway construction, garbage cleanup, en-
vironmental science workshops, watershed 
projects, team-building activities, safety 
training, and trail work on Vashon Island.

CCEOP Summer Field Trips:
Western Washington University - July 16th

Students received a guided tour where 
they explored buildings and learned about 
student life.

Evergreen State College - July 23rd
Students visited the college's organic farm, 
where they learned about agricultural pro-
grams, related coursework, picked fresh 
fruit, learned about the Native Pathways 
Program and Native arts courses.

Alki Canoe Landing - July 29th
Students had the honor of supporting the 
Alki Canoe Landing during Canoe Journey. 

Perry Technical Institute - August 
6th
Perry Technical Institute provided students 
with a tour of its facilities and an overview 
of its trade-focused educational programs. 

Casino Career Fair - August 11th
Students toured various departments 
throughout the casino and learned about the 
wide range of career opportunities available. 

Financial Literacy Workshop 
August 7th 
had the opportunity to learn about FAFSA 
and gain an understanding of the college 
application process.

Port of Seattle (SeaTac Airport) - 
August 13th
Our final field trip of the summer was host-
ed by the Port of Seattle at Seattle-Tacoma 
International Airport. Students participat-
ed in an art walk featuring works by local 
artists displayed throughout the airport. 
They were also given the unique opportu-
nity to visit the top of the airport facility 
and observe aircraft takeoffs from an out-
door viewing area.

CCEOP Summer Session 2026 

Muckleshoot Tribal College

Congratulations to Our 
2026 Summer Quarter 
Excel Students

Scholarship hosted its “First Time Stu-
dent” Orientation, giving special atten-
tion and care to students who will be 
moving away from home to attend col-
lege this fall.

YOUTH & EDUCATION
Scholarship Department
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Students, family, and staff gathered to 
celebrate the graduates of this summer’s 
Muckleshoot Tribal College cohort at a 
lunch celebration on August 26. This co-
hort has worked hard to learn the fun-
damentals of the construction trade, in-
cluding framing, drywall, plumbing, and 
electrical. Their curriculum includes the 
construction of a model bathroom, equip-
ping students with the skills necessary 
for home maintenance and other remodel 

work. Under the leadership of Green River 
College carpentry instructor Robert Bean, 
this summer’s cohort constructed 14 por-
table planter boxes for the Muckleshoot 
Health and Wellness Center’s Communi-
ty Health Program. Students also visited 
the Port of Seattle’s Marine Maintenance 
facility where students were exposed to a 
multitude of career opportunities in the 
shop: carpenters, welders, pile drivers, 
millwrights, auto maintenance, and more. 
Please join the Muckleshoot Tribal Col-
lege in congratulating Kuleace Eyle-John, 
Baden Geiger, Floyd Gonzales, Noah Gue-
vara, Blaze Long, Micah McDaniel, Debo-
rah Monahan, Samuel Moses, Tony Ruth-
erford, and Viliamu WhiteEagle. 

Muckleshoot Tribal College

Pre-Apprentice Carpentry 
Program, Summer 2026

Workshop & Training 
Workshop & Training funds enrolled Muck-
leshoot Tribal Members on a biennially ba-
sis (once every 2 years) to attend any educa-
tional and wellness workshops, conference, 
or training.  The funding is to cover regis-
tration fees, travel expenses, lodging, per 
diem and shuttle fees, application must be 
submitted at least 30 days prior to the event 
for approval.

Deborah Monahan, Tony Rutherford, Noah Gue-
vara, and Samuel Moses at the Port of Seattle 
Marine Maintenance facility August 19, 2026. 

Summer 2026 MTC Carpentry Graduates! From L 
to R: Noah Guevara, Viliamu WhiteEagle, Blaze 
Long, Tony Rutherford, Justice Bill, Micah Mc-
Daniel, Robert Bean, Deborah Monahan, Floyd 
Gonzales, Baden Geiger, Samuel Moses, and Ku-
leace Eyle-John.

MTC Carpentry students hearing from Juan Mar-
tell, Senior Manager of Marine Maintenance for 
Port of Seattle.

Micah McDaniel, Deborah Monahan, Blaze 
Long, and Baden Geiger with planter boxes 
the cohort constructed for MHWC Community 
Health program. 

CCDF Program Update 
Effective June 1, 2026, the Muckleshoot Child Care Development Fund 
(CCDF) Program has moved to full categorical eligibility, making it 
easier for families to apply for child care services.

Under this change, all Indian children living within the CCDF service 
area, as defined by the Muckleshoot CCDF Plan, are eligible for child-
care services. Parents or guardians are no longer required to be em-
ployed, attending school, or participating in a job training program 
to qualify.

Families who have applied since June 1 may have noticed that em-
ployment verification and pay stubs are no longer required as part of 
the application process.

Eligibility Definitions
Indian Child: A child who is either enrolled in a federally recognized 
tribe or is a first-generation descendant of an enrolled member of a 
federally recognized tribe (the child's biological parent must be an 
enrolled tribal member).

Service Area: A 30-mile radius from the Muckleshoot Tribal Admin-
istration Offices (Smoke Stack). If your residence falls within an over-
lapping service area shared with the Puyallup Tribe or Snoqualm-
ie Tribe, and you are located within their primary service area, you 
must first apply through that Tribe's CCDF Program.

Required Documents
To receive childcare services, families must provide:

•	  Proof of the child's eligibility as an Indian Child

•	 Proof of residence

•	 The child's current immunization records, or:

•	 A doctor's note outlining a plan to bring immunizations up to date, or

•	 A valid Certificate of Exemption signed by a physician 
 	

Apply with QR Code: 

CHILDCARE
Services

Eligibility:
Reside within the Muckleshoot CCDF service area: 30 mile
radius from the Muckleshoot Tribal Administration.

Need care for an Indian Child (registered in a federally
recognized tribe or biological parent is enrolled in a
federally recognized tribe) between 5 weeks through 12
years of age or up through 18 years of age with a disability.

Muckleshoot CCDF

253-876-3032
Call UsCall UsCall Us ApplyApply

Online:Online:
Apply

Online:

Free

Email UsEmail UsEmail Us
ccdf.applications@muckleshoot.nsn.us
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CHILDCARE
Services

Eligibility:
Reside within the Muckleshoot CCDF service area: 30 mile
radius from the Muckleshoot Tribal Administration.

Need care for an Indian Child (registered in a federally
recognized tribe or biological parent is enrolled in a
federally recognized tribe) between 5 weeks through 12
years of age or up through 18 years of age with a disability.

Muckleshoot CCDF

253-876-3032
Call UsCall UsCall Us ApplyApply

Online:Online:
Apply

Online:

Free

Email UsEmail UsEmail Us
ccdf.applications@muckleshoot.nsn.us

New Degree Students 

Continuing Degree Students

ScholarshipsDept@muckleshoot.nsn.us

Running Start Vocational & Certificate

Application must be
submitted at least 30 days

before the start of your
term and we need an

application each term.

Application must be
submitted at least 30

days before the start of
your term and we need an

application each term.

Fall Quarter/Semester  2026 June 1-August 20 

Summer Quarter/ Semester 2026  April 1-May 28 

Winter Quarter/ Spring Semester 2027 November 2-December 3

Spring Quarter 2027 February 1-March 4

Fall Quarter/Semester  2026 June 1-August 27

Summer Quarter/ Semester 2026  April 1-June 4

Winter Quarter/ Spring Semester 2027 November 2-December 10

Spring Quarter 2027 February 1-March 11

2026-2027 APPLICATION
DEADLINES

Scholarship Department

All applications close at 12:00pm PST. 
Students moving or staying in a dorm need to have their applications submitted at

least 45 days before the start of the term with a travel request on file.

YOUTH & EDUCATION
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SCHOLARSHIP
SEMINAR SERIES

November 10: Medicine & Mental Health
February 9: Flower Bar
 April 13: Self Advocacy

May 11: End of School Year Celebration

D A T E S  F O R  T H E  A C A D E M I C  Y E A R  O F
2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7

S c h o l a r s h i p s D e p t @ m u c k l e s h o o t . n s n . u s

P U R P O S E

The purpose of our Seminar Series is to build a strong
community and equip our MIT Scholarship students with the
skills needed to succeed in higher education, all while
integrating Muckleshoot traditions, language, and culture into
the academic experience.

D E T A I L S
Who: MIT Scholarship Students 
Time: 11:30am-1:30pm
Location: Muckleshoot Tribal College (Other events TBD)
Dates: Listed at bottom (Most seminars land on every 2
Tuesday)

nd

There will be light refreshments provided.

Zoom Link: Muckleshoot-nsn-us/my/advisor

Santana Deanda Program Operations Specialist
2026.616.8426    santad2@uw.edu

Start Date: October 20, 2026

Duration: 4 Weekly Sessions

Format:  Online via Zoom and
Canvas LMS
Tuition: FREE

This four-week, non-credit online certificate is designed for
tribal professionals overseeing gaming operations, regulatory
compliance, and guest experience with a focused lens on
financial strategy, analysis, and oversight.
Participants will gain practical tools to:

Understand and interpret financial statements
Conduct financial ratio analysis to assess enterprise health
Create and manage budgets across departments
Strengthen financial controls in sovereign business contexts
Explore career pathways in finance and enterprise leadership

Taught by faculty from the UW Foster School of Business and tribal-industry experts,
this program blends applied financial knowledge with culturally relevant enterprise
leadership practices.

WHO SHOULD ENROLL
Tribal enterprise staff (finance, economic development, business
operations)
Early-career professionals exploring tribal financial leadership roles
Tribal members interested in business or finance careers

KEY BENEFITS
Immediate Impact: Practical toolkits, templates, and checklists
Flexibility: Live sessions (6–9 PM PST) plus on-demand materials
Networking: Ongoing peer and mentor engagement
Credential: Digital certificate and UW-branded badge

Scan QR  or use link to Register

https://uwfoster.tfaforms.net/139

Eve
ry C

hild Matters Dinner

Wednesday 
September 30 , 2026   5:30PMth

  Muckleshoot Casino Event Center
                                                                                                  

                                                                                  Muckleshoot Tribal Member/Household

                                                                                 Community Event
                                                                                                             Alcohol & Drug Free

                                                                                            for more info
                                                                                 FRANKIE.LEZARD@MUCKLESHOOT.NSN.US

SURVIVORS COME AND SHARE
YOUR STORIES

HELP EDUCATE OUR FUTURE
GENERATIONS

Checklist for Seat Belt Fit

Child’s back against
vehicle seatback

Knees bend over
the seat without
slouching

Feet firm on the floor

Lap belt snug on the
upper thighs, low on
hips

Shoulder belt lies
across the shoulder

Child can stay in
position for the entire
ride

YOUTH & EDUCATION



MUCKLESHOOT MESSENGER · SEPTEMBER 2026 · P17

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT MUCKLESHOOT.NSN.US/MESSENGERP17 · SEPTEMBER 2026

COMMUNITY

Muckleshoot 
Walks Together 
to ‘Change the 
Narrative’
By Katie Manzanares

Suicide Prevention and 
Overdose Awareness parade 
brings community togeth-
er for prevention, recovery 
and healing.
Muckleshoot Indian Tribal members, fam-
ilies, departments and community part-
ners came together Sept. 17 for the Muck-
leshoot Suicide Prevention and Overdose 
Awareness parade, “Changing the Narra-
tive,” an afternoon dedicated to honoring 
those lost to suicide and overdose while 
raising awareness around prevention, re-
covery and healing.

Presented by the Muckleshoot Behavioral 
Health Program and Family Support Cen-
ter, the parade was held from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
on 392nd in front of the Pow Wow Grounds. 
Members, families, friends, employees, 
first responders and programs from across 
the community participated, carrying a 
shared message reflected throughout the 
event: You are not alone.

Muckleshoot Tribal Council Chairman 
Donny Stevenson opened the gathering by 
welcoming those in attendance and speak-
ing about the importance of bringing con-
versations about suicide and overdose 
into the open.

“We have an opportunity to come together 
and walk together today to help change the 
narrative and to do away with stigma asso-
ciated with things that we often remain ei-
ther quiet or silent about,” Stevenson said.

Stevenson spoke about the impact suicide 
and overdose continue to have on Tribal 
communities and emphasized that pre-
vention also means creating spaces where 
people feel supported enough to talk about 
what they are experiencing.

“Nobody at Muckleshoot is alone,” Steven-
son said.

Throughout his remarks, Stevenson returned 
to the importance of connection to family, 
community, culture, ancestors and future 
generations and the strength those relation-
ships can provide during difficult times.

“If you’re a part of our Tribe, you’re part 
of our community,” Stevenson said. “You’re 
one of our members and you’re part of our 
family. We always have a place to belong.”

Stevenson also reflected on how far Muck-
leshoot has come in a generation. He spoke 
about the opportunities available to young 
people today that previous generations 
worked to create, while emphasizing the 
responsibility to remember the struggles 
that helped shape the Tribe and continue 
building a better future for the generations 
to come.

That responsibility, he said, also includes 
acknowledging trauma and addressing 
issues that previous generations may not 
have been able to speak about openly.

Stevenson spoke from his own experience as 
a man in recovery, sharing a message about 
the importance of breaking silence and al-
lowing others to help carry the weight.

“We are all as sick as the secrets we keep, 
and we’re all as well as what we share,” 
Stevenson said.

He thanked those who came out for taking 
part in what he described as the shared re-
sponsibility of healing the community.

Following Stevenson’s remarks, the parade 
got underway, with Muckleshoot depart-
ments, programs, members, families and 
community partners joining together in a 
visible show of support for suicide preven-
tion, overdose awareness and recovery.

Mountain View Fire and Rescue joined the 
procession with a fire engine and aid car, 
representing first responders who answer 
emergencies and provide lifesaving care 
throughout the community.

Muckleshoot Elders In Home Support Ser-
vices also participated alongside the Muck-
leshoot Canoe Family and Culture Pro-
gram, which pulled Eagle Spirit through 
the parade.

As the canoe family passed, organizers 
highlighted culture as a protective factor 
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in suicide and overdose prevention and 
spoke about the strength that comes from 
remaining connected to culture, family 
and community. One speaker shared how 
participating in canoe family and being on 
the water had personally been life chang-
ing, encouraging others to find opportuni-
ties to become involved.

The parade also included members of a local 
car club, while a community member was 
recognized for reaching 10 years of sobriety 
and for keeping her children involved in 
culture and the powwow way of life.

Many more Muckleshoot departments, 
programs, members, families and com-
munity supporters participated through-
out the afternoon, each contributing to the 
event’s message of awareness, prevention, 
recovery and hope.

For those remembering someone lost to 
suicide or overdose, those walking their 
own path of recovery and the families, 
friends and programs supporting them, 
“Changing the Narrative” created a space 
to acknowledge experiences that can be 
difficult to talk about and to do so sur-
rounded by community.

As Stevenson reminded those gathered, 
Muckleshoot people have their families, their 
ancestors, their children and one another.

Together, the community walked to make 
sure no one had to walk alone.

COMMUNITY
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By Caryn Avila

MUCKLESHOOT INDIAN RESERVATION — 
August 4 & 5, 2026 — Wellness-Fitness pro-
fessionals and Tribal leaders gathered Au-
gust 4–5 at the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe 
for Native Fitness, a two-day event focused 
on health, movement, culture and commu-
nity wellness.

The conference featured keynote speaker 
OJ Fiander, owner and CEO of Native Fit-
ness. OJ shared nearly three decades of ex-
perience as an entrepreneur in the health 
and fitness industry, along with lessons 
from the past seven years spent working 
with tribes across the United States.

OJ said his work has increasingly focused 
on giving back and helping tribal commu-
nities strengthen their wellness programs. 
He noted that diabetes rates continue to be 
a serious concern in Indian Country despite 
substantial investments in prevention and 
treatment.

The Special Diabetes Program for Indians, 
established in 1997, has received more than 
$2.3 billion in funding, OJ said. However, 
he argued that funding alone has not pro-
duced the desired results.

“In my view, this is not a funding prob-
lem—it’s an operations problem,” OJ said.

He emphasized the need for tribal wellness 
facilities to have clear systems, measurable 
goals and defined expectations. According 
to OJ, effective programs should include:

•	 Clear performance metrics

•	 Standard operating procedures

•	 Staff training that explains both what 
employees do and why it matters

•	 A shared definition of success

•	 Accountability and consistent execution

In addition to the keynote presentation. 
Muckleshoot offered breakout sessions ad-
dressing traditional foods, plants, move-
ment, aquatic fitness, recovery and tradi-
tional games.

Valerie Segrest, owner and CEO of Old 
Growth Solutions, led a session on North-
west traditional foods.

Racheal Heaton presented culture, well-
ness and traditional plants, plant-based fit-
ness recovery.

MIT Wellness Center team—including 
Tayla LaClair, Clayton Menzel, Jeffrey 
Sheldon and Andrake West—led a HYROX 
fitness session. Amelia Merrill, Marcia 
Jansen, and Tiffanee Leeper of Muckle-
shoot Aquatics conducted a water aerobics 
breakout session.

Participants also took part in a tradi-
tional games’ session led by Shane Lopez 
Johnston and Tommy Ghost Dog. Marissa 
Baumgartner led a breakout on breath-
work and movement.

The breakout sessions highlighted the con-
nection between physical activity, cultur-
al knowledge and long-term community 
health. By bringing together wellness pro-
fessionals and tribal community members, 
NPAIHB-Native Fitness aimed to promote 
practical strategies that can strengthen 
prevention programs and support healthi-
er futures throughout Indian Country.

The two-day conference brought together 
tribal partners from 12 states to learn new 
ways to support their communities in the 
fight against diabetes. Through exercise 
education, plant-based recovery and nutri-
tion, the event empowered Native people 
with practical tools to improve individ-
ual and community wellness. The gath-
ering also reinforced the importance of 
combining culturally grounded practices 
with structured, sustainable wellness pro-
grams. Traditionally the conference was 
held at commercial venues Muckleshoot 
was the first Tribe to host on a reservation. 
It took a lot of great people to make this 
happen.

A special thank you to the following MIT 
support teams.

•	 Tribal Council Chairman Donny Ste-
venson, Welcome to Muckleshoot

•	 General Services

•	 MTS Tribal School

•	 Transportation

•	 Inter-governmental affairs

•	 MIT communications IGA

•	 HWC Facilities

“These teams are the frontline 
of preventative health in our 
communities,” OJ said. “We 
owe them better support, better 
systems and leadership that 
prioritizes results.”

NPAIHB Native Fitness Conference Brings Wellness 
Leaders Together at Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
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Better emotional regulation
Tools to manage stress and anxiety
Better communication and emotional awareness
Deepened self-compassion

Facilitated by:
Yecenia Harris, MA,
LMHC, CMHS, EMMHS

MindfulnessMindfulness
GROUPGROUP
Mindfulness
GROUP

Join us for a practical, beginner friendly session
designed to help you reconnect with the present
moment even on your busiest days.

DISCOVER THE POWER OF MINDFULNESS

Why Attend?

Date: Sept. 24 , Oct. 1 ,
8  , 15  ; 22nd 

th st

th, th

Time: 1:30 PM to 2:30 PM
Location: BHP

Sign up at BHP: 253-804-8752
Who: Adults 18+

 

 

RRiiddee  UUpp::  MMIITT  TToouurr  BBuuss  aatt  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCeenntteerr    
LLooaadd  @@  88::1155aamm    

DDeeppaarrtt  CCCC  @@  88::3300  aanndd  1100::3300    
RReettuurrnnss  ffrroomm  eevveenntt  ssiittee  @@  1111::3300,,  11::3300,,  33::3300  

OORR  
CCaarrppooooll  aanndd  PPaarrkk::  PPaarrkk  aatt  GGoolldd  HHiillll  LLoott  

 ((ffoollllooww  ssiiggnnss  ttoo  FFSS  RRdd  7700))  
 

*Very Limited (20) Handicap/Elder Parking within yellow 
gate, that requires short walk or shuttle.  

Salmon Lunch  
Raffle: Posted at 11:45pm (must be present to win) 

Rock wall, archery, fishing pond, 40 natural resource related booths and more! 
 

TThhiiss  iiss  aa  nnoonn--ssmmookkiinngg,,  sscchhooooll  cceenntteerreedd  eevveenntt..    
 

Celebrate Land, Community & Stewardship 

TToommaannaammuuss  CCoommmmuunniittyy  DDaayy  
OOccttoobbeerr  11,,  22002266  

MMeeddiicciinnee  EEaaggllee  FFllaattss  99aamm--22ppmm  
Greenwater, WA (Just after Greenwater Fire Station) 
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Register to vote
Online at VoteWA.gov 
by October 26
Missed the deadline? 
You can still register in person at a
Vote Center until 8 p.m. on Election
Day, November 3. 

206-296-VOTE (8683)

elections@kingcounty.gov

Get registered
at VoteWA.gov

Mark your votes
and sign your
envelope

Return your
ballot to a drop
box by 8 pm on
Election Day!

206-296-VOTE (8683)

elections@kingcounty.gov

kingcounty.gov/elections 

Need help?

Your
vote
matters.
Make it count.

Election Day is
November 3

Vote. 
You Count.
Return your ballot by 8 p.m. sharp
on November 3 to the ballot drop
box at the Muckleshoot
Community Center!
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Birthday shout outs are back! For questions and/or submissions,  
contact Shayna Brown:

Shayna.Brown@muckleshoot.nsn.us 
(253) 421-1517

Muckleshoot Community 
Birthday Shout Outs & Birth Announcements 

September 14th

Kathy Filipo 
SEPTEMBER 7TH

Happy birthday my katkat we 
love you!

From front desk 

September 16th 
Happy 85th Birthday 

Jackie Swanson!   

Lots of Love from your 
children, grandchildren 
& great grandchildren

Happy b.day auntie~sister I hope you have 
the best day ever and many more to come! 

Love, Sonya and girls 
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Welcome to the world our first son, grandson & last baby of our 
family! you are the one we needed to complete us and we love 
you so much. we needed you & we’re so blessed. Kuthla would’ve 
loved you! We love you always Papa Man.

COMMUNITY

hiiɫ x̌əƛ́gʷəs happy birthday Glory Raye Stevenson-Zarate!!! 
Congratulations to Jordan and Jason on the birth of their 
first baby as Tina and I welcomed our 3rd grandchild to our 
family and Tribe!!! Family and connection is what it's really all 
about... Beautiful blessings and gratitude... we love you all!!!
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Walking On...
Remembering and honoring our community members.

In Loving Memory of Lisa Marie Moses
May 7, 1974 – August 26, 2026

Lisa leaves behind a legacy of love that will continue through the many lives she touched.

She is lovingly survived by her spouse, John Elkins II; her sons, Dayton Fulgencio and Daynen Ful-
gencio; her daughters, Tamara Moses, Chanteya  Hicks and her spouse Steven Petrie, and Shaugh-
nesssi Hicks; her daughter in-laws Shahayla Castillo, Desiree Elkins, Kaylie Elkins and Chelsea El-

kins; her son in-laws John Elkins III and Antonio Castillo; her 16 grandchildren; her brother, Albert 
Moses; her sister, Eleanor Moses-Dowman and her spouse, Tony; along with her nieces, nephews, 

extended family, and countless friends and loved ones.

Lisa’s love was not measured by words, but by the way she showed up for the people she loved. 
Through a meal she prepared, something she created with her hands, time spent tending her garden, 

a laugh shared with family, or simply being present, Lisa had a special way of creating memories 
that will be cherished forever.

She gave love freely, and she leaves behind pieces of herself in everyone who knew her. Her laughter, 
her kindness, her strength, her creativity, and the memories she created with her family will contin-

ue to live on.

Although our hearts are broken by her passing, we are grateful for the years, the laughter, the love, 
and the countless memories we were blessed to share with Lisa.

Lisa will never truly be gone.

She will live on through her children, her 16 grandchildren, her family, her friends, her community, 
and everyone who had the privilege of knowing and loving her.

Until we meet again, may you rest peacefully, Lisa.

You were deeply loved.

You will be forever missed.

And you will never, ever be forgotten.

COMMUNITY



