Session 5: More Mayhem: Round Table.
In this session we will look at a few texts that you have requested. These texts raise questions about how God is portrayed in the bible, and/or what on earth does this text say to us today? Do have a look at the texts themselves. I hope this will be a collaborative session, more seminar than lecture!
If you have time, you might even like to do a bit of research on one of the texts so you can have more to share with the group.
Some of the suggested texts had similar themes, in which case I have focused on one but mentioned the other.
Cain and Abel: Genesis 4
We all know the story, but why did God ‘have no regard’ for Cain’s offering? And how did Cain know?
The Final Plague: the Killing of the Firstborn. Exodus 11
This story challenged Gregory of Nyssa in the 4th century! He writes in his Life of Moses:
It does not seem good to me to pass this interpretation by without further contemplation. How would a concept worthy of God be preserved in the description of what happened if one looked only to the history? The Egyptian acts unjustly, and in his place is punished his new-born child, who in his infancy cannot discern what is good and what is not… where is justice? Where is piety? Where is holiness? Where is Ezekiel, who cries: The man who has sinned is the man who must die and a son is not to suffer for the sins of his father? How can the history so contradict reason? (Life of Moses 2.91)
One might also compare this with the death of David’s Son as punishment for his taking of Bathsheba and causing the death of Uriah (2 Samuel 11:1-12:23).
The Levite’s Concubine and the Subsequent Events: Judges 19-21
There is much that is disturbing about this passage, notably 19:19-29, in which the Levite’s concubine is raped and killed by a group of men from Gibeah (and note the parallel with the story of Sodom, particularly Gen 14:4-8), the subjection to the ban of the people of Jabesh-Gilead (21:8-12) and the abduction of the young women of Shiloh (21:15-23). The narrator indicates disapproval of the goings-on with the phrase at the end “In those days there was no king in Israel; all the people did what was right in their own eyes” (21:25 and cf. 19:1). But what do these passages mean for us? 

What About the New Testament?
Even if we ditched the OT, we would not eliminate all our difficulties with the Bible. The NT has a number of challenging texts also. Three perennial questions are:
· Was St Paul a misogynist? (cf. especially 1 Cor 11: 1-16 &14:33-36, 1 Timothy, Titus) Yet we know he had a number of female collaborators.
· Did Paul accept, or even approve of slavery? (Cf. 1 Corinthians 7:21-23, Philemon, Colossians 3:22-4:1) Especially since he frequently uses the metaphor of slavery in his theological reflections!
· Was John antisemitic? His frequent negative reference to ‘the Jews’ would seem to indicate this? But bear in mind he was Jewish himself!
That should be more than enough for the session. Apologies if your suggestion did not get included.
