SESSION 5 — CONTEMPORARY APPROACHES: Key Texts

SOCIAL SCIENTIFIC INTERPRETATION
1Cor: 8

8 Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that ‘all of us possess knowledge.’
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2 Anyone who claims to know something does not
yet have the necessary knowledge; 3 but anyone who loves God is known by him.

4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that ‘no idol in the world really
exists’, and that ‘there is no God but one.” ®Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods
in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— 8 yet for us there is
one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

7|t is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol;
and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. & ‘Food will not bring us close to God.'©2! We are
no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. ® But take care that this liberty of
yours does not somehow become a stumbling-block to the weak. 1 For if others see you,
who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their
conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 1 So by
your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed.®! 2 But when you
thus sin against members of your family,!dl and wound their conscience when it is weak, you
sin against Christ. 3 Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling,!d | will never eat meat, so
that | may not cause one of them[¢! to fall.

1 Cor 10:23 - 33

23 ‘All things are lawful’, but not all things are beneficial. ‘All things are lawful’, but not all
things build up. 2* Do not seek your own advantage, but that of others. 2> Eat whatever is
sold in the meat market without raising any question on the ground of conscience, 26 for ‘the
earth and its fullness are the Lord’s.” %7 If an unbeliever invites you to a meal and you are
disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising any question on the ground of
conscience. 22 But if someone says to you, ‘This has been offered in sacrifice’, then do not eat
it, out of consideration for the one who informed you, and for the sake of conscience— 2°|
mean the other’s conscience, not your own. For why should my liberty be subject to the
judgement of someone else’s conscience? 3°If | partake with thankfulness, why should | be
denounced because of that for which | give thanks?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%208&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28520a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%208&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28523b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%208&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28524c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%208&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28525d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%208&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28525e

3150, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of

God. 32 Give no offence to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, 33just as | try to please
everyone in everything | do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of many, so that they
may be saved.

PAUL AND EMPIRE
Philippians 2: 9-11

Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
050 that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
1 and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Romans 13: 1-7

13 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except
from God, and those authorities that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever
resists authority resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur

judgement. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you wish to have no
fear of the authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive its approval; 4for it is God’s
servant for your good. But if you do what is wrong, you should be afraid, for the

authorityl®l does not bear the sword in vain! It is the servant of God to execute wrath on the
wrongdoer. ® Therefore one must be subject, not only because of wrath but also because of
conscience. ® For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants,
busy with this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is due to them—taxes to whom taxes are due,
revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honour to whom honour
is due.

Feminist interpretation
1 Cor 14:33-36

(As in all the churches of the saints, 3 women should be silent in the churches. For they are
not permitted to speak, but should be subordinate, as the law also says. 3*If there is
anything they desire to know, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a
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woman to speak in church.!9 36 Or did the word of God originate with you? Or are you the
only ones it has reached?)

1 Cor 11:2-16

2| commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions just
as | handed them on to you. 3 But | want you to understand that Christ is the head of every
man, and the husband@ is the head of his wife, and God is the head of Christ. # Any man
who prays or prophesies with something on his head disgraces his head, ®but any woman
who prays or prophesies with her head unveiled disgraces her head—it is one and the same
thing as having her head shaved. ® For if a woman will not veil herself, then she should cut
off her hair; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or to be shaved, she
should wear a veil. 7 For a man ought not to have his head veiled, since he is the image and
reflection!® of God; but woman is the reflection!¥ of man. 8 Indeed, man was not made from
woman, but woman from man. 2 Neither was man created for the sake of woman, but
woman for the sake of man. ° For this reason a woman ought to have a symbol

of!€l authority on her head,! because of the angels. * Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is
not independent of man or man independent of woman. 12 For just as woman came from
man, so man comes through woman; but all things come from God. 2 Judge for yourselves:
is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head unveiled? 14 Does not nature itself
teach you that if a man wears long hair, it is degrading to him, 1> but if a woman has long
hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering. 16 But if anyone is disposed to
be contentious—we have no such custom, nor do the churches of God.

1 Cor 7:1-7

7 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: ‘It is well for a man not to touch a
woman. 2But because of cases of sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and
each woman her own husband. 3 The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights,
and likewise the wife to her husband. 4 For the wife does not have authority over her own
body, but the husband does; likewise the husband does not have authority over his own
body, but the wife does. ®> Do not deprive one another except perhaps by agreement for a set
time, to devote yourselves to prayer, and then come together again, so that Satan may not
tempt you because of your lack of self-control.  This | say by way of concession, not of
command. 71 wish that all were as | myself am. But each has a particular gift from God, one
having one kind and another a different kind.
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Gal 3:28

There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female; for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.

(but nb 1 Corinthians 12:13 ‘For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews
or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.’)

Liberationist perspectives
1Cor7:17-24

17 However that may be, let each of you lead the life that the Lord has assigned, to which
God called you. This is my rule in all the churches. ¥ Was anyone at the time of his call
already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at
the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. *° Circumcision is nothing,
and uncircumcision is nothing; but obeying the commandments of God is everything. 2° Let
each of you remain in the condition in which you were called.

21 \Were you a slave when called? Do not be concerned about it. Even if you can gain your
freedom, make use of your present condition now more than ever.[l 22 For whoever was
called in the Lord as a slave is a freed person belonging to the Lord, just as whoever was free
when called is a slave of Christ. 22 You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of
human masters. 24 In whatever condition you were called, brothers and sisters,!d there
remain with God.
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