KEY THEMES IN PAUL - STUDY DAY OUTLINE

A. WILL THE REAL PAUL STAND UP?
1.  The 3 worlds of Paul:  Jewish; Greek; Roman.
‘I envisage Paul in terms of a hill I used to climb as a boy in the north-west Pennines, where having climbed up from the Yorkshire side you could stand, with your right foot still in Yorkshire, your left foot in Lancashire, and stretching forwards, touching the ancient and much-mourned county of Westmorland.  In the same way, Paul lived in (at least) three worlds.  Only if we bear each of them in mind will we have any chance of understanding the contours of his writing.’  N.T. Wright

2. A fourth world?

3. Interpreting the texts: 
language, history, culture, situation, partial.  Mirror -reading as a method

4. Paul’s life:
a) Call or conversion?
b) Jewish heritage
c) Relationship with communities

5. Apocalyptic – Paul’s theological framework
Two definitions:
a) ‘that which was beyond empirical observation and depended on disclosure from God for the answers to questions which were impossible to elucidate by human reason alone.’ (Rowland The Open Heaven: p75)
‘b)	a scribal phenomenon…..a genre of revelatory literature in which a supernatural being reveals hidden knowledge to a human recipient.’    (Collins The Apocalyptic Imagination.  
6. Key features of Apocalyptic writings:

a.) Revelation through a mediator;
b.) Symbolic visions;
c.) Dualism – good vs evil; present age vs future age;
d.) Eschatological focus – ie revealing information about the end times.
e.) Determinism – ie there is a pre-determined process that is going to happen.
f.) Pseudonymity  - ie writing is attributed to someone other than the author

1. Apocalyptic - which can be translated as Revelation;
2. Eschatology – words about the end of history as we know it.


B. WHO CHRIST IS AND WHAT HE HAS DONE.

1. Titles
a) Messiah;
b) Son of God;
c) New Adam.
d) Lord

2. Pre-existence.
An ascending Christology?

3. Jesus as Divine.
a) ‘Christological monotheism – Christ taken into the identity of God (Bauckham).
b.)  Binitarian - Jesus worshipped as God. (Hurtado)	

4. Metaphors of Salvation:
a) Sacrifice;
b) Redemption
c) Reconciliation;
d) Justification
e) Being ‘in Christ’.
f) Transformation

C. LIFE IN CHRIST
1. What role the Mosaic law?
2. Paul, libertine or legalist?
3. ‘Walking in newness of life – The indicative – imperative relationship.
4. Conformity to Christ.
5. Cruciformity.
6. The character of Christ as the ground of Paul’s ethics.

D. CONTEMPORARY INTERPRETATIONS:
1. Social Scientific Interpretation;
2. Paul and Empire;
3. Feminist Interpretation
4. Liberationist perspectives

WHAT DOES ALL THIS HAVE TO SAY TO US?
