
British-Israelism



John Wilson, Our Israelitish Origin (1841).
In Genesis there is a remarkable prophecy by Noah with regard to his three sons. We there find 
Ham punished in his seed... whilst Shem is blessed in the Object of his religious regard... while 
Japhet... was promised emancipation or an introduction to the tents of Shem... Much mingled with 
the posterity of Shem, the descendants of Japheth 'dwell in their tents,' filling the place of upper 
servants: whilst not only has Canaan been 'cursed,' but the lower place - that of the mere slave - 
has been generally left to the other children of Ham… In the vast continent of Africa, we have the 
descendants of Ham... They have intelligence; but seem to have little forethought or power of 
planning, and require to be cared for like children. The children of Shem, generally called the 
Caucasian race, occupy the central position, and chiefly inhabit southern Asia... The head is more 
remarkable for height than either for length or breadth... The reflective region is especially well 
developed, and so also is the imaginative. They have the largest proportion of those powers which 
regard the spiritual world... The Jews and modern possessors of Europe are exceptions to the latter 
part of this rule, in whom the head is more beautifully formed than in even the other branches of the 
Semitic family.



Francis Galton

A man's natural abilities are derived by inheritance, 
under exactly the same limitations as are the form and 
physical features of the whole organic world. It would 
be quite practicable to produce a highly-gifted race of 
men by judicious marriages during several 
consecutive generations…. The natural ability of 
which this book mainly treats is such as a modern 
European possesses in a much greater average 
share than men of the lower races… There is nothing 
in the history of domestic animals or in that of 
evolution to make us doubt that a race of sane men 
may be formed who shall be as much superior 
mentally and morally to the modern European, as the 
modern European is to the lowest of the races."



Is British Israelism just racial pseudo-science in Christian garb?



Edward Hine, Forty Seven Identifications (1871) 

"Only look for a moment at the important position occupied by this people, who possess the most 
improved portion of our globe, the greater part of which was but a wilderness when they took 
possession. There is scarcely any place of much importance in any part of the world that they do 
not now occupy... They have colonised or are colonising all the New World; a great part of Asia is 
in their possession; whilst Africa is in a manner surrounded by them. Either directly by power, or 
indirectly by diplomatic agency, they can control almost all the nations of the earth. All the 
facilities of good are being rapidly provided... It may be remarked that the European branch of 
the Semitic race is rapidly spreading Westward. From the East they came into the maritime parts 
of Europe, and have gradually pushed the people to 'the ends of the earth' who previously 
possessed these countries... After renewing their strength in these islands... this improved family 
of the Semitic race has launched out on the great Atlantic. The tide of emigration has rolled over 
that world of waters still farther west, encroaching upon the Japhetic race in America, as it did in 
Europe; and appears destined to spread, until the wilderness be wholly inhabited, and 'the desert 
rejoice and blossom as the rose.’ With all their faults they seem to be eminently 'a seed which the 
Lord hath blessed.'



General Allenby enters 
Jerusalem in 1918.



The Banner of Israel (1918).

“We of the British Empire will, in the 
present war, probably get possession of 
Palestine… But finally the idea is that it will 
be London – Capital City of the Empire – 
that will be transferred, with throne court 
and all else to Jerusalem and the British 
Empire will change into the Kingdom of 
United Israel.” 

- Augusta Cook.









British-Israelism is jingoistic imperialism with a Biblical 
gloss. Do you agree?



Charles Parham, Voice Crying in the Wilderness (1902).

"The Baptism of the Holy Spirit with the accompanying evidence of speaking in 
other tongues and the coordinate gifts of healing the sick and casting out of devils 
in Jesus' name, together with the warning message of the downfall of the present 
so-called Christian civilization and soon coming of the Lord, until all nations have 
received this witness. Many multiplied thousands have not only heard the old time 
gospel of saving grace, but have witnessed a return in a great measure to the 
apostolic faith, and have received healing as the early church received it... The fact 
that the ten lost tribes of Israel constitute the present cultured world ruling 
Protestant nations should be brought from under cover in order that the Scriptures 
bearing on Jacob's trouble and the ten-toed, ten-horned, ten-kinged powers might 
be understood and preparations made."



What links Pentecostalist Healing and British-Israelism?



John Dowie, Leaves of Healing (1897).

God hath made a covenant with the British people and with the British race. Are we not Israel? Do not Paul’s words 
apply? "Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the 
law, and the service of God, and the promises; whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh, Christ 
came, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen." Who are we, if we are not Israel? Whence came we, this 
imperial Anglo-Saxon race? The Saxons are Isaac’s sons. I-sax-sons. The Danes are of the tribe of Dan which 
landed at the Danube, and went through Europe and through Denmark, and passed no further they stopped and 
called their land Dan-mark. Our native islands are where Donald Morrison comes from, and he who is talking to you 
today comes from, because if I were in the Highland they would call me Ian Dhui. I am of the clan from which Ben 
MacDhui takes its name, the second highest mountain in Scotland, not Dowie, Dhui, as every Gaelic scholarly 
Scotchman knows. It was at that Ben where the last of the Israelitish kings found a refuge, as tradition says. Many 
of you, perhaps, have not sufficiently studied the Anglo-Israelitish theory, as it is called, to be able to follow me very 
closely, but let me tell you this: those who have studied have no doubt at all about the matter that we today are 
God’s Israel, and that the latter day promises are fulfilled, that in the Isles He would reign, and that from the Isles 
His law would proceed. "Harken unto me, my people, and give ear unto me, oh my nation; for a law shall proceed 
from me, and will make my judgment to rest for a light of the people. My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone 
forth, and mine arms shall judge the people: The Isles shall wait upon Me, and on mine arm shall they trust."



British Israelism is a rejection of supersessionism. Do you agree?



Can we trace the roots of British Israelism to Protestant Theology?



Can we trace the roots of British Israelism to Biblical sources?
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