
Soft Tissue Injury 

What is Soft Tissue Injury? 

Soft tissue refers to the muscles, tendons, and ligaments in our bodies. When these structures 

sustain damage, it's termed a soft tissue injury, meaning the bone remains intact. 

Types of Soft Tissue Injury: 

Sprain: Occurs when there's excessive pulling or stretching of ligaments, the tough bands 

connecting bones.  

Rupture: Happens when the forceful pull leads to the tearing of muscle or tendon tissue. A 

partial rupture involves only a portion of the tissue tearing, while a complete rupture indicates 

a total break in the tissue continuity. Complete ruptures may require surgical intervention and 

a longer healing period. 

Diagnosis and Assessment: 

Soft tissue injuries are typically diagnosed clinically, without the need for X-rays. However, 

sometimes ultrasound imaging may be requested by a doctor to assess the extent of the injury. 

In severe cases, especially those involving joints, an MRI scan may be necessary to 

accurately determine the injury's severity. 
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Recovery and Treatment: 

Recovery time for soft tissue injuries varies depending on their severity, typically ranging 

from 3 to 6 weeks. Complete ruptures may necessitate a longer healing duration. 

General Treatment Guidelines Include: 

Rest: Allow the injured area time to heal by avoiding activities that aggravate the injury.  

Elevation: Elevate the injured area above the level of the heart to reduce swelling.  

Cold Packs: Apply a cold pack to the injured area for the first 48 hours to reduce swelling and 

alleviate pain.  

Pain relief: Over-the-counter pain relievers such as paracetamol or ibuprofen can help 

manage discomfort.  

Gradual Movement: Once the pain subsides, gentle movement can aid in the healing process. 

However, avoid overexertion or activities that cause pain. 

Remember, proper care and adherence to these principles can significantly contribute to a 

smoother recovery from soft tissue injuries. Always consult with a healthcare professional for 

personalized treatment recommendations and guidance. 

 


