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Lise Thomsen
Danish Industry

Opinion: Lise Thomsen

Interior design shaped by heritage,
innovation, and sustainability for a
future-ready industry.

Interior design in Denmark has always been about more than aesthetics.
It reflects how we live, how we create, and how we shape the spaces
around us. Grounded in craftsmanship, functionality, and a deep respect
for materials, this design tradition has a strong foundation for facing the
challenges of the future.

The design industry is changing fast - and it needs to. By introducing
new materials, regenerative practices, and a commitment to responsible
production, the design scene shows leadership on the global stage. At the
same time, our next generation of designers are balancing tradition with
forward-thinking solutions, ensuring that design plays an active role in
tackling today’s social and environmental challenges.

This evolving approach reinforces a strong creative ecosystem, where
quality and responsibility go hand in hand. The result is a design culture
that not only preserves its values but actively redefines them to inspire a
more sustainable future.

This publication showcases the companies, initiatives, and ideas driving
the Danish interior design industry forward. It is a testament to an industry
that draws on its deep knowledge and considerable traditions to shape
tomorrow’s solutions.
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Opinion: Thomas Lykke

A call for thoughtful design in a time of
transformation.

In Denmark, we’re not afraid of challenging ideas from a place of curiosity.
To move our work forward, we ask the question: how can we improve this?
We can ask that question to our design discipline as we consider what it
means to design things, now and in the future.

In a world overflowing with products, when we are consuming resources at
an unsustainable rate, what is the role of design? To consider this takes a
shift in mindset and practice among designers, architects, companies and
consumers alike.

The world doesn’t need more of what already exists. It needs design that
adapts and reflects care for our shared home, this little blue dot we call
Earth. Change is challenging and takes time, but we must remain patient,
curious, and open to new technologies and ideas. Circular thinking -
upcycling, repurposing, repairability, and reuse - it is not just necessary; it
is innovative and forward-thinking.

Who would have imagined a decade ago that mycelium or apple pulp could
replace leather - or that post-consumer waste like fishing nets, electronics,
and coffee shells could be transformed into materials for the furniture of
tomorrow?

These ideas are becoming reality. This isn’t just about eliminating waste.
It is about designing smarter systems. Upcycling, take-back policies,
transparency, and repairability are becoming part of the new design
language.

| salute you all for your visionary thinking, resilience, bravery, and heart.
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Case: Don’t Waste Tomorrow

Giving waste a second life
through design

With a strong focus on circularity, Don’t
Waste Tomorrow challenges how we
perceive waste and value.

-~ Don’t Waste Tomorrow is redefining how industries approach
circularity. The design company transforms industrial waste into
new resources, extending the lifespan of materials by transforming
it into furniture. Through their processes, surplus components from
other productions are repurposed into high quality interior design.
The company seeks to challenge the perception of waste by proving
it can be both beautiful and functional.

With a vision of a fully circular economy, every product is designed
with disassembly, repair, and reuse in mind. The process ensures
that materials can remain in circulation and retain their value.
Circularity is not just part of the process, it's embedded in every
design decision, from material selection to how a product can be
taken apart, repaired, and reused over time. The name Don’t Waste
Tomorrow reflects its purpose: to create furniture for those who
value design and are committed to shaping a better tomorrow.

With a strong focus on responsibility and long-term impact, the
initiative is setting new standards for how businesses can minimise
waste. Don’t Waste Tomorrow aims to contribute to a more
regenerative future where minimalistic design, functionality, and
environmental care go hand in hand.

17












Section 03

Craftmanship

























Section 04

Creating and
reflecting change




Designing
forward

o R

Sarah Laerke Stevens
Design Denmark
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Opinion: Sarah Lzerke Stevens

Today’s designers need to push Danish
values to the forefront - shaping new
icons, and pushing boundaries.

Design from Denmark has been a global success story. For me, what makes
it unique is the balance between beauty and function, bold ideas, quiet
simplicity, and deep human insight. But how will this design tradition fare
in the future?

Times are changing fast. Sustainability is a given; technology is moving
fasterthan we can track. How can Danish design rise to meet the challenges
of the present moment, and flex to meet future challenges as they arise?
How do we use the core values and perspectives behind it - in a world that
is fast-paced and ever changing?

These values are more than aesthetics - they’re also about empathy, care,
and responsibility. It’s not just about furniture, it’s a mindset that shows up
across disciplines — graphic design, wayfinding, architecture, health tech
included. Designers rooted in this approach should use those core values
and their broad creative imaginations as they embrace circular design
principles, design for disassembly, and modular, flexible projects that are
built to last - and built to outlast our current fashions, so they have a use
and resonance into the future.

Today’s designers are not just shaping objects - they’re understanding the
nature of design in a changing world, and honouring long-held principles
about quality and material life cycles. Danish design isn’t nostalgic. It’s a
flexible and relevant living force for change.
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Museo del Design Italiano
& Triennale Milano
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Opinion: Marco Sammicheli

Shaping the future of design through
collective action, cross-cultural
exchange, and lasting impact.

My interest in design began with family stories and early visits to Denmark
as a young curator. What started as personal curiosity quickly turned into a
lasting professional engagement. | was drawn to a system where aesthetics,
production, and social responsibility were deeply connected.

Today, that connection is evolving. A new generation of designers, from
across Europe and beyond, are contributing to a shared creative culture.
Many have made Copenhagen their base, working closely with local
studios and manufacturers. The most compelling ideas often emerge from
these cross-cultural collaborations, shaped by a shared commitment to
quality, care, and relevance. Designers are working with circular systems,
new materials, and modular processes. Craft and industry are no longer
separate tracks but overlapping fields that allow innovation to grow
from something human and tactile. The shift we are seeing mirrors what
happened in Italy during the late 1970s, when international voices helped
expand the design landscape and rethink its foundations.

This moment calls for alliances. Countries like Italy and Denmark can lead a
European strategy that prioritises product quality, responsible production,
and long-term value over short-term novelty. There is also a need to support
the infrastructure that surrounds design - from education to distribution
and service.

What inspires me most is the ability to act collectively. The strength of the
design field today lies in its openness, its care for process, and its quiet
confidence in doing things well. This is where design can shape the future -
not by chasing attention, but by building systems that last.
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What defines interior
design today - and what
makes it so enduring?

This publication explores how values like craftsmanship, circularity, and
material care are guiding both long-established brands and a new genera-
tion of designers. Rooted in tradition, driven by sustainability, and open to
innovation, Danish interior design continues to shape meaningful spaces
for modern life.

Spanning decades of design thinking, the featured cases and perspectives
reveal a shared commitment to quality, longevity, and a sustainable future.
Together, they offer a snapshot of a design culture that continuously
evolves while staying true to its roots.
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