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Even as Anselm House has experienced exponential growth in recent years, our
model for Christian formation and faith and learning integration remains the
same. In the following reflection, Dr. Andrew Hansen, Program Director, offers a
frontline report of some of the highlights from the 2024-2025 academic year.

Bearing Fruit on Campus

Dr. Andrew Hansen
Program Director, Anselm House

ust before the presidential
Jelection last fall, I was sitting in

the library at Melrose Station
with about 30 students, packed
elbow-to-elbow. We were discuss-
ing an important question with a
Christian professor from the UMN
Law School: How do we love our
neighbors by engaging in the polit-
ical process, while grounding our
ultimate hope in Christ rather than
politics? In the room were Christians
and non-Christians, international
students and native Minnesotans,
undergrads and graduate students.
As you might imagine, the discus-
sion easily overflowed its hour-long
allotment over lunch that Thursday
afternoon—yet, it was civil, intelligent,

and full of humility and curiosity. What
a contrast to the headlines from uni-
versities all across the nation!

This event was just one of approx-
imately 350 events that Anselm
House hosted on campus this past
academic year—gatherings ranging
from facilitated teatime conver-
sations with students and faculty
to large public forums with visiting
scholars. While these conversations
involved all sorts of participants and
spanned a huge variety of topics
and questions, they nevertheless
cohere into a programmatic strategy
that supports the holistic growth of
participants.

Consider the familiar image of
plant growth as a helpful meta-
phor for this process. Through
hospitality and outreach (primarily,
but not exclusively, at Melrose Station)
we welcome university members
into the Anselm House community,
sowing seeds through an invitation
to join us in exploring big questions
in light of the Christian faith. Some of
those seeds will germinate, as univer-
sity members delve deeper within our
Christian education and formation
programs, growing roots in the
Christian faith that will nourish their
whole lives (including their pursuit of
knowledge here at the U).

As participants mature in Christ and
in their ability to integrate their faith
with all areas of their lives, we support
them as they bear the fruit of public
witness, a Christian faith integrated
with particular fields of study at the
University. The following highlights
depict just some of the work done in
each of these three programmatic
areas.

The seeds sown this year were many!
Since last September, nearly 5% of
UMN students (or roughly 2,800
unique students) walked down our
stairs at Melrose Station to a warm
greeting at the welcome desk. Three
years ago, this number would have
seemed impossible. But weTe
now situated at one of the busiest
intersections on campus, and the
University is responding to our invi-
tations. We hosted 20,000 visits to
Melrose Station this academic year—
almost double the number of visits
in the 2023-2024 academic year.
Many of these guests become regu-
lars, greeted by name as they arrive.
All guests receive invitations to join us
for daily prayer, afternoon teatimes,
weekly Wisdom Waffles conversa-
tions, and so much more.

Nearly 5% of UMN students (or
roughly 2,800 unique students)
walked down our stairs at
Melrose Station to a warm
greeting at the welcome desk.

Once seeds have been sown and
allowed to germinate, substantial
growth can occur. Many of our pro-
grams offer foundational Christian
education for members of the UMN
community, helping them grow
healthy roots for the purpose of
Christian faithfulness at the University
and beyond. For students, our most
sustained opportunity for Christian
education is our Fellows Program,
a multi-year curricular  program
designed to help students answer

the question, “How do | live well in
God’s story?” Ninety fellows partic-
ipated this academic year, meeting
every other week for dinner discus-
sions with their cohorts. Within these
cohorts, composed of no more
than 12 students with one or more
instructors, fellows can form deep
friendships that are key to the trans-
formative change in their lives. This
year, 10 student fellows pursued
an even deeper level of formation
through our River House Fellows res-
idential community, where students
commit to a shared life together.
Looking back on the year, one student
said that Fellows “has enabled me to
continue to engage intellectually with
my faith as well as connect with other
students serious about living faithfully
in their vocations.”

We recognize that the formation
and education we foster at Anselm
House—with its focus on the con-
nection of faith and knowledge—is
just one part of the nourishment that
Christians at the U need, which is why
we partner with local churches and
campus ministries in their spiritual
care for students, faculty, and staff.
And for this reason, we were delighted
that 100% of our student fellows
who responded to our end-of-year
survey identified a local church in
which they regularly worship. Over
35 campus churches and Christian
ministries are part of the Gopher
Christian Network, a network that
Anselm House facilitates to resource
and connect campus ministries for
greater impact at the U. All Gopher
Christian  members have access
to Melrose Station for hosting their
events, making it a home base for
mMany campus ministries at the U.

As students and faculty grow in
Christian character and in their ability
to connect their faith with their work
and studies, we see many of them
bearing fruit that serves the wider uni-
versity and world. Christian members

of the UMN community—especially
faculty, academic staff, and grad/pro-
fessional students—yield such fruit in
faith-informed and service-minded
teaching, research, and scholar-
ship in various fields of knowledge.
This January, our Center for Faith
& Learning launched a major initia-
tive in healthcare, led by a full-time
director, Dr. Phil Letizia. In addition to
regular meetings to discuss the chal-
lenging intersections between faith
and healthcare with students and
faculty, the initiative hosted a retreat
for students, faculty, and healthcare
professionals on the importance of
silence, solitude, and the discipline of
listening. And this August, we hosted
our second-annual  Healthcare
Symposium on Christian approaches
to mental health.

Beyond this initiative in healthcare,
this spring we convened a faith and
business community through an
event that drew together over 200
students and business leaders for
networking and a panel discussion
on the relationship between people,
purpose, and profit. The Center for
Faith & Learning also hosted distin-
guished Vvisiting scholars for major
public events that engaged questions
in artificial intelligence, mathematics,
Russian literature, and other fields.
All of these visits also featured small,
invite-only events with UMN faculty/
staff from a variety of faith back-
grounds to engage in sustained dia-
logue with Christian perspectives. We
also launched a new lecture series—
the Johannson Lecture in Global
Christian Thought—focused on bring-
ing global Christian perspectives to
the University of Minnesota. Finally,
the Center for Faith & Learning is col-
laborating with Christian faculty at the
U to connect faith and learning in the
classroom. In the fall of 2024, UMN
faculty Marie Culhane, John Deen,
Paul Capel, and Kyungsoo Yoo taught
the course “Food as a Cultural Good”

which wove together a Christian
moral framework with scholarship on
agricultural and food systems.' This
course was the result of a partnership
between Anselm House and Duke
University's Center for Christianity
and Scholarship helping faculty
develop courses and seminars that
combine Christian faith with class-
room teaching.

Amid all this activity, we were also able
to contemplate future directions for
Anselm House. Behind the scenes,
the Anselm House team undertook
a strategic planning process with
stakeholders that explored 16 differ-
ent aspects of (or challenges to) our
mission. Through this process, we've
refined a new and bold vision for
Anselm House's future, one in which
institutional growth deepens and
expands the sizable Christian com-
munity that the Lord has brought to
the University, a community able to
bear fruit in every field of knowledge
present here.

At the end of a year like this, our team
feels not only tremendous gratitude
but also the weight of responsibil-
ity. Anselm House is stewarding an
incredible Christian community at the
heart of the University of Minnesota;
we feel the challenges of helping stu-
dents, faculty, and staff grow deep
roots and bear fruit amid the distrac-
tions, pressures, and anxieties of our
present world. Yet we are hopefully
sustained by the Spirit, giving thanks
to God for the Christian students,
faculty, and staff whom we're able to
accompany in their faithful presence
here at the U. And we're deeply grate-
ful to the myriad partners who give of
their time and resources to sustain
and nurture this mission. On behalf
of the entire Anselm House team,
thank you! &

Endnote
'Read Marie Culhane's faculty story on our
website: anselmhouse.org/foodandfaith
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More students and faculty than ever before are connecting faith and knowledge
at UMN. Over the last five years, we've been building infrastructure at Melrose
Station: making room for Christian community at the heart of campus. With
roots firmly planted, the branches are beginning to bear fruit.
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During the COVID-19 pandemic and our move to Melrose Station in 2022-2023,
we experienced significant headwinds enrolling new students into the Fellows
program. But thanks to the hard work of our expanded and empowered outreach
team, we served our largest cohort of Fellows in 2024-2025.
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The 30" Annual

HOLMER LECTURE
inCHRISTIANITY andthe HUMANITIES

/'/i//bi//y Nihilist or Hi//bi//y Thomist?

Thursday, Oct.2-7:00-8:30 p.m.
Coffman Memorial Union Theater

Noted for her fascination with grotesque characters and the extremes of human
nature, Flannery O’Connor is an often misunderstood writer. In this talk, Dr. Frey

will argue that the key to unlocking the fiction of O’Connor is understanding her as

a student of St. Thomas Aquinas. Using St. Thomas as our guide to understanding
O’Connor, Frey will help us explore the relationship between art and truth, literature
and theology, and wisdom and common sense. By tracing the movement of grace
in her stories, we can begin to understand O’Connor on her own terms: as a woman
who wrote “happy stories” thick with the promise of God’s mercy and redemption.

UNIVERSITY OF

ANSELM HOUSE % St Thomas.

Catholic Studies

FAITHG
BUSINESS

Join us as Elaine Howard Ecklund (Rice University),
author of the new book Working for Better:

A New Approach to Faith at Work (with Denise
Daniels), explores how religious identity shapes
our experience in religiously diverse and secular
professional environments. Drawing on interviews
and surveys, she will delve into how organizations
and individuals navigate religious expression,
inclusion, and conflict in modern workplaces, and
provide recommendations for a healthy religious
pluralismin today’s workplaces.

A NEW APPROACH TO
FAITH AT WORK

Thursday, Oct. 30 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Cowles Auditorium, Humphrey School, UMN

Thank you to all who financially invested so generously in the Anselm House mission
this last year. We praise God for you! Please note: donors who prefer to remain
anonymous are not listed. Email us at giving@anselmhouse.org with any questions.
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EVENTS

Public Events

UMN Family Weekend
Saturday, Sep.27|10:00 a.m.—noon

Melrose Station

Fall Short Courses

View Short Course listings at
anselmhouse.org/short-courses

The 30" Annual Holmer Lecture in
Christianity and the Humanities
with Dr. Jennifer Frey
Thursday, Oct. 2| 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Coffman Memorial Union Theater

Business Lecture with Dr. Elaine

Howard Ecklund

Thursday, Oct.30|7:00-8:30 p.m.
Cowles Auditorium, Humphrey School

John Hendrix Events

Tuesday, Nov. 11 | Melrose Station
Gallery Show: 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Artist Lecture: 7.00-8:30 p.m.

Healthcare Initiative Events

Lecture with Dr. Adam Sawatsky (Mayo)
Wednesday, Sep.17 | Noon-1:15 p.m.

UMN, HSEC2-138

Healthcare Meet & Greet with Dr. Keith
Mays (Dean of Dentistry School, UMN)
Thursday, Oct.9|5:30-7:00 p.m.

Melrose Station

Lecture with Dr. Jon Tilburt (Mayo AZ)
Monday, Nov. 17 | Noon-1:15 p.m.
UMN, PWB 3-154/156

Weekly Rhythms

Public Reading of Scripture
Wednesdays | 9:00-10:00 a.m.

TeaTime

MWF | 3:00-3:30 p.m.

Wisdom Waffles

Thursdays | 12:15-1:00 p.m.

Anselm House at
Melrose Stationis open
Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

ANSELM HOUSE

PO Box 141007

Minneapolis, MN 55414

anselmhouse.org
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