
Celebrating Two Years 
of Tear the Paper Ceiling 
This campaign and coalition have sparked a movement that’s 
driving a national conversation about skills-first talent practices.

A national movement adds new champions 
Nine organizations joined our ever-expanding coalition, while the public sector reached 
a milestone with half of U.S. states committing to tearing the paper ceiling.

This important work is just getting started. Removing bachelor’s degree requirements from 
great-paying jobs is the first step employers can take to tear the paper ceiling so workers Skilled 
Through Alternative Routes (STARs) are valued for the skills they have.

77 
partners joined the 
Tear the Paper Ceiling 
Coalition, with more than 
20% growth in year one.

25
states have committed 
to removing degree 
requirements for their 
jobs, opening up more 
than 500,000+ state jobs 
to STARs.



$94M
donated media

6.5B
impressions

4.1M
 visits to 

tearthepaperceiling.org

3,089
media mentions 

*Quantitative public opinion tracking studies conducted by the Ad Council and partner research company C+R Research.

Campaign 
by the Numbers

1.9M
social media engagements

In partnership with the Ad Council, the national 
campaign continued to capture attention and drive 
awareness of STARs and skills-first hiring.

of employers who viewed the 
campaign consider hiring STARs 
more now than 2-3 years ago — 
compare to 68% of employers who 
haven’t viewed the campaign.*

83%
of STARs who viewed the 
campaign have described 
themselves as a “STAR”— 
compare to 10% of STARs who 
haven’t viewed the campaign.*

29%

Campaign Awards through 2024



Telling 1000 Stories 
of STARs
STARs’ personal stories are the most powerful way to raise awareness of the challenges 
they face. Our “One of Millions” storytelling challenge motivated dozens of our coalition 
members to share stories of the STARs in their networks, flooding social media with new 
and engaging examples of encounters with the paper ceiling.

 �LEARN MORE

https://www.tearthepaperceiling.org/one-of-millions-star-stories-challenge
https://www.tearthepaperceiling.org/one-of-millions-star-stories-challenge


 �For more information on 
Tear the Paper Ceiling, visit 
tearthepaperceiling.org.

Thank you to all coalition partners for a successful second year.  
We look forward to continuing to #TearThePaperCeiling together!

 �For information about joining the Coalition, 
email partnerships@opportunityatwork.org.  
For media inquiries, email 
media@opportunityatwork.org.
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