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Tumor Sidedness Discussion Guide

Patient’s Right Side

Right-sided (Proximal)

<Hepatic (right colic) flexure

Ascending colon
Cecum

Where is my colorectal cancer located in my colon?
(mark on diagram)

Patient’s Left Side

Left-sided (Distal)

Splenic (left colic) ﬂexure>

Descending colon
Sigmoid colon

Rectum

Based on my tumor’s location and my biomarker results,
what are my specific treatment options?

How does the location affect my prognosis (the likely
course and outcome of a disease)?

Has my cancer been tested for specific biomarkers
(gene changes like KRAS, NRAS, BRAF, HER2, or MSI-H
status) that are linked with tumor location? (mark on the
checklist below)

BRAF MSI

CEA MSS

c-MET NRAS

ctDNA NTRK fusion
DPYD PIK3CA

FAP RET

HER2 TMB

KRAS Tumor Sidedness

Lynch Syndrome UGT1A1

J

For more information about colorectal cancer
biomarkers, please visit knowyourbiomarker.org
and talk to your medical team.

Are certain treatments (e.g., specific types of
chemotherapy, targeted therapies like anti-EGFR
agents, or immunotherapy) more or less effective
because of the tumor’s sidedness?

Will the tumor’s location influence the type or extent
of surgery needed? What surgery will | need? (mark on
diagram)

Will | need other treatments, such as chemotherapy or
radiation, before or after surgery?






