
“It always seems impossible 

until it’s done” (Nelson Mandela)

The journey of an Iwi-owned Health Services Research Organisation.
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Iwi
• Established 2005 by Heather 

Gifford

• Owned and mandated by Ngāti 

Hauiti 

• Primarily focused on Māori 

public health research, 

evaluation and health services 

and health policy research



Heather Gifford – Director 2005-2016

Amohia Boulton – Director 2016 to present

Tanya Allport – Senior Researcher and Interim 

Director,2023

Wāhine Toa



“We’re extremely thankful for this funding boost. It gives us the opportunity 

to further develop our workforce, grow research capacity, ensure that 

important findings are shared with key decision-makers and ultimately, to 

make a powerful contribution to improving health outcomes for Māori 

throughout Aotearoa “Amohia Boulton, Whakauae Research Services Director, 

10 May 2022.

INDEPENDENT RESEARCH ORGANISATION 
CAPABILITY FUNDING



Te Ao Rauropi Mapping the Biosphere 
of Rongoā Māori 















 

We did n’t



What is the important thing when 

conducting Kaupapa Māori research?



Thank you to the Kanapu team for bringing us 

together.

Graphics by Tom Johnson

TUI Design Lead

Further information can be found at 

www.whakauae.co.nz 

http://www.whakauae.co.nz/
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