
 
COMPETITION RESULTS FROM 2026 FORMULA DRIFT 
SUPER DRIFT CHALLENGE DAY 1 
  
  
EVENT DETAILS 
Date: Friday, April 17, 2026 
Location: Streets of Long Beach, Long Beach, CA 
Event: 2026 Formula DRIFT Super Drift Challenge Day 1 at Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach 
  
COMPETITORS 

• Aurimas “Odi” Bakchis – The Heart of Racing Aston Martin Vantage V12* 
• Trenton Beechum – Clonex Racing BMW* 
• Rome Charpentier – Garagistic / Pedal Commander E82 BMW* 
• Jeff Jones – Evol Auto Works / Prisma Labs / BIG Drift Energy / Nissan 370Z* 
• Margaritis Katsanidis – LS Doctor E46 BMW 
• Kasey Kohl – Mspek Performance / ECU Master Nissan S14 
• Sam Maghmoumi – 961 Motorsport E36 BMW 
• Connor O'Sullivan – US ARMY / O’Sully Racing BMW* 

  
*denotes Formula DRIFT PRO Championship driver. The remainder compete in FD Link ECU 
PROSPEC Championsip 
  
RESULTS 
1. Aurimas “Odi” Bakchis (Lithuania) – The Heart of Racing Aston Martin Vantage V12 
2. Jeff Jones (USA) – Evol Auto Works / Prisma Labs / BIG Drift Energy / Nissan 370Z 
3. Rome Charpentier (USA) – Garagistic / Pedal Commander E82 BMW 
  
COMPETITION NOTES 

• The drivers were split between the Formula DRIFT PRO and PROSPEC Championships. 
While the PRO teams competed on this course last weekend, the PROSPEC drivers don’t 
compete on the Streets of Long Beach during their season, giving the PRO drivers an 
advantage  

• Formula DRIFT Rounds feature 32 cars in a knock-out format of competition heats. For 
Super Drift, eight cars compete in a truncated event to entertain the LBGP fans 

• Driver match-ups for tandem competition runs were decided by a random draw in the 
absence of qualifying runs 

• Bakchis was awarded the Super Drift win after beating Kasey Kohl in the Top 8 and 
Connor O'Sullivan in the Final 4 

• Bakchis defeated Jeff Jones in the Final, largely thanks to an error by Jones in the first 
turn. The major mistake put him on the back foot, while Bakchis remained consistent 
throughout both runs 



• Bakchis was behind the wheel of the spectacular The Heart of Racing Aston Martin 
Vantage V12. The car had previously been driven in Formula DRIFT by Darren Kelly 
and was a fan favorite for its incredible exhaust note. Odi was drafted in to the drive the 
car in Super Drift, allowing him to save his Feal Suspension / GT Radial / Subimods 
Subaru BRZ competition car for the next round of the point-scoring FD PRO 
Championship in Atlanta on May 7-9 

• A winner in the 2025 Super Drift, Charpentier took third place after losing in the Top 4 
heats to Bakchis. He lost on a split decision from the three judges, so watch out for him 
tomorrow… 

• Tune in to the Formula DRIFT livestream on 
at formulad.com/ or youtube.com/@formuladrift on Saturday evening to watch all the 
action from Super Drift Day 2  

  
ABOUT SUPER DRIFT 

• Super Drift Challenge is an invitational event. Competitors are drawn from the Formula 
DRIFT series but do not score points towards the PRO or PROSPEC Championships 

• Formula DRIFT has a long history with the Grand Prix of Long Beach, dating back to 
2005 when the series was invited to conduct an annual full-course drift demo for GP fans 

• In 2012, Super Drift was introduced, offering a more traditional Formula DRIFT 
elimination competition format for spectators to enjoy 

• In 2006, Formula DRIFT worked with Grand Prix of Long Beach to establish its own 
standalone Championship round using Turns 9 to 11 

• Round 1 and Round 8 of the Formula DRIFT PRO Championship season takes place the 
weekend before the Grand Prix on the Streets of Long Beach. The course has become a 
mainstay of the annual eight-round Formula DRIFT calendar 

• The series schedule, livestream, driver profiles, Championship standings, tickets info and 
more can be found at formulad.com 

• Drifting is judged on a driver’s line through the course, angle in the turns, and style 
throughout the run. The chase car’s proximity to the lead car is also a crucial factor in 
tandem competition runs 

  
FORMULA DRIFT NEXT ROUND 
Round 2 of FD PRO Championship will take place at Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta on May 
7-9 along with Round 1 of the Link ECU PROSPEC Championship. Please 
visit formulad.com for ticket information, driver profiles, special content, and the event 
livestream. 
  
WATCH FORMULA DRIFT 
Fans can find the free-to-view event livestream at formulad.com/live and on Racer 
Network through the Racer+ app and Racer Select 
   
MEDIA CONTACT 
Greg Emmerson (greg@theidagency.com) 
 

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.TOP4kudK6TLuBheB-2BJpQBxp3KnPg9FQ7G9cO8rWr4O9sOJlqhDOfIC0kKNEiTkotp62N_D6QME6zz7bvwnZNhAWKee1Mar4OtE-2B6lZk9kJZG3i6OPPtc6mbRLBvmRvfQomuIFdgCU7c5H-2BB6MjGpo3ygbGaFVHeNqpGNZniygDApPD0HCoxZZtzj4-2Fd9oEaeknth-2F0OE9ceo-2BIzfTEIuNtKGT9J6IFTFUh5DPDsQwlJAh5dJAbXUUW-2BgYYxpUVHENQZ-2B-2BS2iWdj7TVd8rMQSqsStEGVajHBbnH9sUrB-2BfGmR88psW6SzEbGm5h9fZOUM-2B1fYnP8zXjYPtrjBKByLr5gh2Le7Bv9wsytkeNbBiV29XjNCxsbGZD3UJfsXJSF3SuME3MKW51lHtGtmHlUoSQ9ajyrmMhaTo6xY5sVdWtfr0WDkcJk1jzwDBNq2jriQ8dOA0
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.TOP4kudK6TLuBheB-2BJpQByrxnpopwRgr2WcMJIRNqv3-2BGaostFCFxmnuHuKg8q3-2BdAqj_D6QME6zz7bvwnZNhAWKee1Mar4OtE-2B6lZk9kJZG3i6OPPtc6mbRLBvmRvfQomuIFdgCU7c5H-2BB6MjGpo3ygbGaFVHeNqpGNZniygDApPD0HCoxZZtzj4-2Fd9oEaeknth-2F0OE9ceo-2BIzfTEIuNtKGT9J6IFTFUh5DPDsQwlJAh5dJAbXUUW-2BgYYxpUVHENQZ-2B-2BS2iWdj7TVd8rMQSqsStEGTdqTGGrk0BsK6M03TzHzh9-2FqiPbUjaCbagWZL0u0McAEGytf9GSVStJcYHFjE-2FbnJ-2FKq0XIIm1nYw6yHDELl-2F3zJaF69Ot-2BngTj9D1GPHe5qfGT0J0bCJqBwXzYuxAlgISYQ8nPhjGhhVQgE1pX-2F1tZEDh68fieiYEdJ5NkK-2FO2
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.TOP4kudK6TLuBheB-2BJpQBxp3KnPg9FQ7G9cO8rWr4O9sOJlqhDOfIC0kKNEiTkot71aW_D6QME6zz7bvwnZNhAWKee1Mar4OtE-2B6lZk9kJZG3i6OPPtc6mbRLBvmRvfQomuIFdgCU7c5H-2BB6MjGpo3ygbGaFVHeNqpGNZniygDApPD0HCoxZZtzj4-2Fd9oEaeknth-2F0OE9ceo-2BIzfTEIuNtKGT9J6IFTFUh5DPDsQwlJAh5dJAbXUUW-2BgYYxpUVHENQZ-2B-2BS2iWdj7TVd8rMQSqsStEGQNKDv4yxcl1AXTTxESiiSzLCpVguDCXM9yD7vJNOAqkS7ryV2Q2KIlkRJ4dDVsKeKfanljgCaptOI5LRGKsXEvzEx4FipYVKTvEMq0PCaGQksX8VAUf6RiPMOyf-2BHpkey9tSkMg5tmwZz36WerSzEgLGjzA1iqii1BtMQWgYJiQ
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.TOP4kudK6TLuBheB-2BJpQBxp3KnPg9FQ7G9cO8rWr4O9sOJlqhDOfIC0kKNEiTkotutp5_D6QME6zz7bvwnZNhAWKee1Mar4OtE-2B6lZk9kJZG3i6OPPtc6mbRLBvmRvfQomuIFdgCU7c5H-2BB6MjGpo3ygbGaFVHeNqpGNZniygDApPD0HCoxZZtzj4-2Fd9oEaeknth-2F0OE9ceo-2BIzfTEIuNtKGT9J6IFTFUh5DPDsQwlJAh5dJAbXUUW-2BgYYxpUVHENQZ-2B-2BS2iWdj7TVd8rMQSqsStEGU1-2BYdtAyKTCXCbOWeAmovUoMbU1KBN6iOCJZiWKrAcZ5f7EJFO5c7Vu2obK8hMtJq7UVcWlW8yJYKu-2BrAnXosOUFlctCjorPS9h-2BtUHH0jtt6jKJf-2F1N1PsRSscixmI4aQaJsqGpWpsOg8ByOuVZHLJNeTuMgJzxgptcISJaMxf
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COMPETITION RESULTS FROM 2026 FORMULA DRIFT 
SUPER DRIFT CHALLENGE DAY 2 
  
  
EVENT DETAILS 
Date: Saturday, April 18, 2026 
Location: Streets of Long Beach, Long Beach, CA 
Event: 2026 Formula DRIFT Super Drift Challenge Day 2 at Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach 
  
COMPETITORS 

• Aurimas “Odi” Bakchis – The Heart of Racing Aston Martin Vantage V12* 
• Trenton Beechum – Clonex Racing / Katana Wheels / Kenda BMW* 
• Rome Charpentier – Garagistic E36 BMW* 
• Jeff Jones – Big Drift Energy / Kumho Tire / Prisma Lab Nissan 370Z* 
• Margaritis Katsanidis – LS Doctor E46 BMW 
• Kasey Kohl – Mspek Race to Reef Nissan S14.9 
• Sam Maghmoumi – 961 Motorsport E36 BMW 
• Connor O'Sullivan – US ARMY / O’Sully Racing BMW* 

  
*denotes Formula DRIFT PRO Championship driver. The remainder compete in FD Link ECU 
PROSPEC Championship 
  
RESULTS 
1. Rome Charpentier (USA) – Garagistic E36 BMW  
2. Aurimas “Odi” Bakchis (Lithuania) – The Heart of Racing Aston Martin Vantage V12 
3. Jeff Jones (USA) – Big Drift Energy / Kumho Tire / Prisma Lab Nissan 370Z 
  
COMPETITION NOTES 

• The drivers were split between the Formula DRIFT PRO and PROSPEC Championships. 
While the PRO teams competed on this course last weekend, the PROSPEC drivers don’t 
compete on the Streets of Long Beach during their season, giving the PRO drivers an 
advantage  

• Formula DRIFT Rounds feature 32 cars in a knock-out format of competition heats. For 
Super Drift, eight cars compete in a truncated event to entertain the AGPLB fans 

• Driver match-ups for tandem competition runs were decided by a random draw in the 
absence of qualifying runs 

• Drivers Kasey Kohl (USA) and Trenton Beechum (USA) both experienced car trouble 
and withdrew from Super Drift Day 2, giving their Top 8 heat pairings a bye run into the 
Final 4 heats 



• The podium finishers were a repeat of Day 1 but in a different order. This time 
Charpentier took the win in the 2026 Super Drift Day 2, demoting Bakchis to second 
place 

• Charpentier had defeated Connor O'Sullivan (USA) in the Top 8 heats, Jeff Jones in the 
Final 4 and dominated Bakchis in the Final with superior lead and chase runs 

• For Bakchis, it was another strong result in the Aston Martin Vantage V12. Not only did 
everybody agree it sounded spectacular, but were also astounded at how well Odi 
performed given Super Drift was his first opportunity to drive it 

• Third place Jones had wisely parked his FD PRO Championship car for Super Drift and 
was using his “practice” Nissan 370Z to avoid damaging the primary vehicle with Round 
2 at Road Atlanta only three weeks away  

  
ABOUT SUPER DRIFT 

• Super Drift Challenge is an invitational event. Competitors are drawn from the Formula 
DRIFT series but do not score points towards the PRO or PROSPEC Championships 

• Formula DRIFT has a long history with the Grand Prix of Long Beach, dating back to 
2005 when the series was invited to conduct an annual full-course drift demo for GP fans 

• In 2006, Formula DRIFT worked with Grand Prix of Long Beach to establish its own 
standalone Championship Round using Turns 9 to 11 

• In 2012, Super Drift was introduced to the AGPLB, offering a more traditional Formula 
DRIFT elimination competition format for spectators to enjoy 

• Round 1 and Round 8 of the Formula DRIFT PRO Championship season takes place the 
weekend before the Grand Prix on the Streets of Long Beach. The course has become a 
mainstay of the annual eight-round Formula DRIFT calendar 

• The Formula DRIFT series schedule, livestream, driver profiles, Championship 
standings, ticket info and more can be found at formulad.com 

• Drifting is judged on a driver’s line through the course, angle in the turns, and style 
throughout the run. The chase car’s proximity to the lead car is also a crucial factor in 
tandem competition runs 

  
FORMULA DRIFT NEXT ROUND 
Round 2 of the FD PRO Championship will take place at Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta on 
May 7-9 along with Round 1 of the Link ECU PROSPEC Championship. Please 
visit formulad.com for ticket information, driver profiles, special content, and the event 
livestream. 
  
WATCH FORMULA DRIFT 
Fans can find the free-to-view event livestream at formulad.com/live and on Racer 
Network through the Racer+ app and Racer Select 
   
MEDIA CONTACT 
Greg Emmerson (greg@theidagency.com) 
 

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.TOP4kudK6TLuBheB-2BJpQBxp3KnPg9FQ7G9cO8rWr4O9sOJlqhDOfIC0kKNEiTkotY9US_D6QME6zz7bvwnZNhAWKee1Mar4OtE-2B6lZk9kJZG3i6OPPtc6mbRLBvmRvfQomuIFdgCU7c5H-2BB6MjGpo3ygbGaFVHeNqpGNZniygDApPD0HCoxZZtzj4-2Fd9oEaeknth-2FujWhYaBmvkFJCzYORcsjvalvdIbAPbpz0gDWOqYBcAP-2FW7326jGLrLNI6S2mNrs0epXf8S51nJzkVzLICKaJrP8bd6h7A3nPkhB5IQHVR6mmzKt22t0KC80oM5k3j2bMhvT2dMlvujjM1-2FhuZOK7SF2XtLiLDgi5LzGvldzo3eS8a8yyi9nPg4-2B-2FqaIOD-2BAy31Nuh2fYWJ3MiWzsFibpBbTy7G-2BBfDzo-2Bhx6PapKb-2BW6h4d4OQlANMbpbzMNSmAT
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.TOP4kudK6TLuBheB-2BJpQBxp3KnPg9FQ7G9cO8rWr4O9sOJlqhDOfIC0kKNEiTkotUjAx_D6QME6zz7bvwnZNhAWKee1Mar4OtE-2B6lZk9kJZG3i6OPPtc6mbRLBvmRvfQomuIFdgCU7c5H-2BB6MjGpo3ygbGaFVHeNqpGNZniygDApPD0HCoxZZtzj4-2Fd9oEaeknth-2FujWhYaBmvkFJCzYORcsjvalvdIbAPbpz0gDWOqYBcAP-2FW7326jGLrLNI6S2mNrs0epXf8S51nJzkVzLICKaJrNTfgfBGQTzTHGnSDOEWQVbqUBwoKsuu3U3RP0N9eASBL3NSDSIhRk8RJAWwHIRZ2Erc20bTVYAKa5cnmIw1Nb5yweAYrrWxC1JGQONJAfU7XC-2BXZQbutEbtpIGKYXQuqsFjrSXQK9JUb59fpMtChawZt63QRPKB6flFgmIoPeb5
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