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Netherlands Briefing: May and June 2024
[bookmark: _9yp67zipn2kq]Reporting period: 1st May – 30th June 2024
Netherlands National Developments

[bookmark: _uptf7of9d5p4][bookmark: _m9lbfx3p8og0]Far-Right Populist Geert Wilders Wins Dutch Election:

Geert Wilders, known for his extreme anti-Islam and anti-immigration stance, has won a shock victory in the Dutch general election. His Freedom Party (PVV) secured 37 seats, far ahead of its rivals.

Wilders, who has called for banning the Koran and closing mosques, softened his rhetoric during the campaign but maintains a staunchly nationalist agenda. He advocates for a "Nexit" referendum to leave the EU and promises to close borders to asylum seekers. Wilders' victory
follows years of anti-Islam campaigning and Islamophobic statements that have led to him living under police protection.

Following the election and after a lengthy negotiation process, a coalition was ultimately formed despite pre-election promises by mainstream parties not to cooperate with the PVV, with the centre-right VVD abandoning their initial stance to join forces with Wilders, resulting in the appointment of Dick Schoof as Prime Minister to lead this controversial government.

Dick Schoof's Nomination as Dutch Prime Minister Sparks Concerns among Muslims:

Dick Schoof has been put forward as the new Dutch prime minister candidate by PVV leader Geert Wilders, igniting significant concerns amongst civil rights groups and Muslim organisations. Schoof, formerly the National Coordinator for Counterterrorism and Security (NCTV) and Director General of AIVD (intelligence agency), is criticised for his role in creating a security infrastructure that disproportionately targets Muslims.

Key concerns include:
1. Illegal surveillance: Collecting personal data on Muslims, journalists, and academics without legal basis.
2. Interference with Muslim institutions: Disrupting operations at the Islamic Cornelius Haga Lyceum and spreading unsubstantiated claims about its ties to extremism.
3. Infiltrating Mosques: Initiating covert investigations of Muslim organisations in municipalities without proper legal grounds.
4. Stigmatisation: Labelling activist groups like Kick Out Zwarte Piet (akin to BLM) as potentially extremist without evidence.

Critics argue that Schoof's actions have undermined civil liberties and the rule of law in the name of security. His nomination is seen as particularly problematic given the new coalition agreement's stance on citizenship, which suggests a distinction between "full" and "incomplete" citizens based on adherence to "Dutch values”.

Bits of Freedom and several Muslim organisations express fears about increased marginalisation of Dutch Muslims under Schoof's leadership. They call for vigilance over the new government's actions and stronger protections for civil liberties.

PVV's Cabinet Formation Derailed by Security Concerns:

Geert Wilders' far-right PVV party faces a setback in forming the Dutch government after MP
Gidi Markuszower failed an AIVD (intelligence agency) security screening for the positions of
Deputy PM and Migration Minister. Markuszower's failure is linked to his suspected ties to
Israel's Mossad intelligence agency and a past arrest for illegal weapons possession.

25-year-old Hamza Killed by Racist Neighbour:

The murder of Moroccan-Dutch Hamza el Baghdadi in Stampersgat has ignited controversy over media coverage and societal attitudes towards Muslim and Arab citizens in the Netherlands. Initially reported as a parking dispute, the revelation of the suspect's anti-Muslim social media history has raised questions about bias in reporting. Critics argue that the lack of thorough initial coverage implies a devaluation of minority lives.

Mark Rutte New Secretary General of NATO:

Mark Rutte, former Prime Minister of the Netherlands, has been appointed as the new Secretary General of NATO, a position he had long been rumoured to be seeking. His appointment has drawn significant criticism, particularly regarding his stance on international conflicts. Rutte has been accused of escalating war rhetoric in the context of the Ukraine-Russia conflict. Additionally, his comments on the Israel-Gaza crisis have been controversial, especially his statement that "the red line has not been reached" in reference to Israel's actions in Gaza.

Dutch Generals Raise War-Threat-Level:

Top Dutch military leaders warn of potential conflict, urging national preparedness. They're raising the national threat level for war to "orange". Advocating for increased defense spending and alliance strength, they warn against underestimating Russian and Chinese threats.

Sakir Khader's West Bank Documentary Wins Silver Camera 2023:

Palestinian-Dutch photographer Sakir Khader has won the Silver Camera 2023 for his series "Life on the West Bank Before October 7". Selected from 2,300 entries, Khader's work documents four years of life in Jenin refugee camp, capturing the ongoing tension and violence. The jury praised the series for its photographic quality, emotional impact, and ability to highlight the high-tension situation in the West Bank throughout the year, even as global attention focused on Gaza after October 7. Khader's intimate portrayal of camp life, where generations of Palestinians live amidst constant conflict, stood out for its depth and access to a challenging environment.
Prosecuting IDF-Soldiers:

The Belgium-based 30th March Movement, collaborating with Dutch lawyers, has submitted
indictments against individuals who have joined the Israel Defense Forces (IDF). The group
accuses these individuals to be complicit in committing genocide and ethnic cleansing in Gaza.
This legal initiative targets those with dual citizenship or who have joined the IDF from other
countries.

Muslims Protect Gaza-Protests:

Pro-Palestine student protests at the University of Amsterdam campus have faced strong
police intervention. In response to concerns raised by the Muslim Students Association, Muslim Rights Watch Netherlands has established the Protest Alliance Watch (PAW). This initiative aims to protect demonstrators from potential violence by counter-protesters and to monitor police actions during protests.

Dutch-Palestinian Trapped in Gaza:

Abed, a Dutch-Palestinian, is trapped in Gaza after visiting for a wedding before October 7.
Israel unjustly labels him a terrorist, blocking his return to the Netherlands. His family and
activists demand stronger action from the Dutch government. The case exposes double
standards: an Israeli prisoner in Gaza quickly received Dutch citizenship to aid his release, while Abed, a Dutch national, is left stranded.
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