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The On 30th July mass disturbances broke out in the Northern city of Southport following the murder of three young children in a mass stabbing in the city the day prior, and amid false rumours that the assailant was an asylum seeker and/or Muslim.

This was followed in the subsequent week by widespread racist riots - in varying sizes and intensity - in dozens of towns and cities across England and the North of Ireland, targeting largely asylum seekers, immigrants and Muslim communities and establishments associated with them, such as mosques and hotels holding asylum seekers.

The riots were fanned by high profile far-right activists such as English Defence League (EDL) co-founder Tommy Robinson, included numerous hardened fascist groups such as the EDL and Britain First, as well as more opportunistic elements.

The riot wave largely subsided following mass anti-fascist counter-mobilisations in places threatened with far-right demonstrators, alongside a policing crackdown, though opportunistic attacks and smaller scale confrontations are still expected to continue in the meantime.
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The response from the new Labour government to the riots was to lead with a police-first law and order response.

Within a fortnight of the riots erupting over 1,000 people had been arrested and hundreds charged, with fast-track convictions being issued to rioters, minors - as well as a number of anti-fascist and Muslim community defenders. This includes Sameer Ali and Adnan Ghafoor, two men who were jailed after fighting far-right rioters in Leeds, Ashkan Kareem who was jailed for clashing with rioters while defending a mosque in Darlington, and Amer Walid who was convicted after throwing items at rioters who threw a can of beer at him while he was returning home from the mosque.

Concurrently, the government, which was elected last month on a strident law and order platform, has sought to use the riots to generate public support for the police, which have been haemorrhaging public confidence in light of a spate of scandals in recent years.

Home Secretary Yvette Cooper penned an op-ed for The Telegraph arguing that police were the primary reason for the riots subsiding, and stating that  ‘As well as punishing those responsible for the last fortnight’s violent disorder, we must take action to restore respect for the police, and respect for the law’, while pledging to place thousands of neighbourhood police on the streets.


And Foreign Secretary David Lammy used a write-up in The Times to attack previous governments for frontline policing funding cuts while recasting ‘respect for the police’ as a British/English value.

Beyond the immediate opportunism, these should be seen as an exercise signalling to the level of political support that police forces can expect from the new government, after turbulent relations with their Conservative predecessors.

The government framing has also served to effectively depoliticise the riots - portraying them as mere criminality or ‘far-right thuggery’, thereby evading the need to confront the deeply ingrained xenophobia and Islamophobia fanned by the government and its predecessors.

It has offered minimal direct support to the communities most impacted by the riots - including by ignoring communications from the Muslim Council of Britain during the attacks - and ordered Labour elected representatives against attending anti-fascist counter-demonstrations.



















The Various elements in and outside of the government have also used the opportunity of the riots to advance their own securitisation agendas.

· Upon the outbreak of the violence the government announced the formation of a new violent disorder unit to pool intelligence, the expansion of the use of invasive facial recognition technology, and the formation of a “standing army” of specialist officers.

It also moved to strengthen the controversial Online Safety Act - passed under the previous government and affording greater governmental powers over internet service providers and online content - to include provisions to tackle ‘disinformation, hate speech and incitement to violence.’
 
The government also almost immediately sought to apportion blame to foreign states in sowing misinformation that fanned the riots, fitting in with the dictates of Britain's new National Security agenda.

· Former counter-extremism adviser Sara Khan, who served numerous roles under the previous Conservative governments, criticised the previous administrations for ‘failing to address’ trends on extremism, and re-emphasised the conclusions of a series of reports she had authored for those governments. These included the implementation of renewed counter-extremism strategies, and a greater emphasis on far-right extremism that was sidelined in light of the 2023 Shawcross review of Prevent.







· Lord Walney, the previous government’s advisor on political violence who authored a report calling for a ‘sweeping crackdown on protests’ also intervened, repeating his call for better resourcing for intelligence agencies to tackle foreign state misinformation.

While serving as an early test for the Labour government, the riots will undoubtedly be used as an opportunity to fast-track and legitimise their deeply rooted law and order agenda both as a policy and an ideological level, and will greatly hinder efforts to repeal the grossly anti-democratic policing laws instituted under the previous government.



· The Labour government has begun to demarcate its position vis-a-vis Israel and the war on Gaza, in light of drive by Israel towards a wider regional war, the International Court of Justice’s latest ruling calling for an end to material support for Israel’s occupation, and in the aftermath of voters punishing Labour in certain constituencies in last month’s election


· In terms of change from the previous administration, the new government has un-suspended funding for the UNRWA aid agency, having been one of the last governments - now leaving just the US - to persist with funding suspensions after unfounded allegations from Israel that UNRWA staff were involved in the October 7th operation.

It also withdrew its objections to the International Criminal Court’s arrest warrant for Benjamin Netanyahu, issued by the previous government as a roadblock to the ICC’s case.


Despite claims that Britain had instituted an arms embargo with Israel, this does not appear to be the case at present.

Rather, recent refusals for arms export applications have stemmed from an administrative formality pending the outcome of an internal review over the legality of such licenses, with the government stating that this represents ‘no change in our approach to export licences to Israel’.

Britain has also continued joint airstrikes of Yemen alongside the US, as it has done since January.
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