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France’s policy of presenting any criticism of its Islamophobic policies as being a conspiracy against the French state only serves to reinforce the France’s endemic Islamophobia as it shuts down all debate. 
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A senatorial commission published a report describing foreign influence operations in the country. The commission was headed by Dominique de Legge, right-wing senator member of the Islamophobic party Les Républicains.



The report identifies Turkey, Azerbaijan and Iran as “emerging competitors”. It identified the Baku Initiative group as the main Azerbaijani endeavour meant to “destabilise” French society. Turkey is condemned for its aggressive diplomatic policy which denounces French Islamophobia, a narrative largely spread via its main official media TRT.
applied to Muslims.
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Details of the Report

The report includes a section on “Islamist influence”:

“The Islamist-inspired influences disseminated in the French media landscape is a major concern. Given the remit of this commission, it was necessary to verify the extent to which these influences can be considered of foreign origin.”

“Religious communities also appear as influence vectors.”


The report identifies “Islamism” as being both an endogenous (1) foreign (2) phenomenon. 

1) The report uses the conspiratorial Islamophobic theses according to which the Muslim Brotherhood institutionalised its presence in France in the last decades. 

2) The report identifies Al Jazeera alongside unspecified and seemingly covert influences stemming from the Muslim Brotherhood as foreign influence factors.

	Interestingly the report identifies French hard secularism as a potential vulnerability, as the lack of comprehension surrounding it can inadvertently produce “false discourses” accusing France of “religious persecutions”.


The document explicitly demonstrates how conspiratorial Islamophobic theories, inspired by a paranoid imaginary fearful of a “fifth column” threat, permeate the highest levels of the State, including its spaces of knowledge production and policy-making.

The report highlights how the investigation on “Political Islam” commissioned by the Home Office - expected to be published this fall - will further deepen and sharpen its analysis. These two documents fuel the institutional Islamophobic dynamic and could be used as foundations for future policies or laws undermining religious freedom and capacity for dissent in France.
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