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Spain Briefing: June and July 2024
[bookmark: _9yp67zipn2kq]Reporting period: 1st June – 30th July 2024
Spain National Developments

[bookmark: _uptf7of9d5p4][bookmark: _m9lbfx3p8og0]European Parliamentary Elections lean to the Right:

· The European Parliamentary Elections in Spain resulted in the inclusion of several far-right parties, including Vox[footnoteRef:1], and the rise of right-wing PP[footnoteRef:2], while losing a significant amount of seats by the Left. [1:  VOX: Vox is a far-right national conservative political party, currently in the opposition.]  [2:  PP: the People´s Party is a conservative and Christian-democratic political party currently in the opposition.] 


· Far-right Vox bases its campaigns to the European Parliamentary Elections on anti-Muslim rhetoric and the use of old public images of members of the Muslim community. The same happened with FO[footnoteRef:3], who has been charged with hate crimes for its anti-Muslim and anti-Immigrant contents during their campaign. [3:  Frente Obrero (Workers Front) is a growing Ultra-nationalist formation established in 2019. ] 


Retaliation against the Spanish Government for the recent recognition of the Palestinian State:

· During the backlash and public threats by Israeli officials, the Minister of Foreign Affairs José Manuel Albares[footnoteRef:4] stated that Spain has delivered “a first verbal note” to the Government of Israel to “completely reject any limitation” imposed on the Spanish Consulate in Jerusalem, “that has existed since the middle of the 19th century, that is, long before the existence of the State of Israel”.  [4:  PSOE: is the Socialist Workers' Party of Spain. The center-left party is currently head of the ruling coalition government of Spain.] 


· “Sumar[footnoteRef:5] asks the Government about the definition of anti-Semitism and Israel's accusations against solidarity with Palestine adopted by the government in 2021. This description, which was promoted by several pro-Israel organizations under the mantle of the Alliance Holocaust Remembrance International (IHRA), includes criticism of Israel or Zionism. This comes after the accusations made by Israeli officials against Vice President Yolanda Díaz of calling “for the elimination of Israel, promoting hatred and violence”, which she never declared. [5:  SUMAR: Sumar (in English “Unite” or “Add up”) is a left-wing to far-left electoral platform—constituted as an instrumental political party for the 2023 Spanish general election and stems from left wing party PODEMOS. SUMAR is currently part of the ruling coalition government of Spain.] 


· Far-right Vox´s leader, Santiago Abascal, goes on the Israeli promotional tour and vows to “undo the recognition of Palestine”.


Updates on Spanish civil society on the ongoing genocide on Palestine

Civil society pushes for an end to all arms trade with Israel:

· Government partners and 500 civil society groups present a law to impose an arms embargo on Israel. “Since October 7, Spain has sold weapons worth one million euros and purchased Israeli military and defence goods and services worth more than one billion euros”, according to a recent report by the Center Delàs per la Pau. In July, the Center published an investigation that concluded that, since the year 2000, Spain has sold weapons to Israel worth 139 million euros.

· During the months of June and July, the BDS movement avoided several ships carrying arms to Israel to dock in Spain through its continuous pressure on the Government. This was the third ship in three weeks and shortly after a fourth one. They then sued the Government for maintaining arms trade with Israel.	Comment by Asim Qureshi: Is avoided the correct word here?

· In an independent cause, the Palestinian Community of Catalonia is raising to the Supreme Court the rejection of the National Court's request for precautionary measures to stop arms relations with Israel.

· After a month of encampment and several negotiations, the Governing Council of the University of Oviedo has decided to continue the TICHE Project, which produces weapons for Israel.

Student University solidarity encampments violently dismantled, despite the Government´s initial support:

· Police forcibly dismantles encampment in the Complutense University in Madrid. 

· Riot police forcibly evict the students locked up in the University of Sevilla resulting in 4 students injured and more than 40 identified. One of them, the one who appears in the video that went viral, “was in the emergency room until 5 in the morning” according to classmates.

· Students of the University of Santiago de Compostela that camped for a month in the Faculty of History, locked themselves in the Rectorate, after their demands regarding the Palestinian cause were rejected by the Governing Council. The students protesting report being victims of routine police checks to identify the people who are participating in the actions.

Charges for Palestine solidarity activists:

· Palestinian activist Jaldía Abubakra, and Míriam Ojeda from Samidoun España, were invited to Congress by Ione Belarra, from Unidas Podemos[footnoteRef:6], at the beginning of June. During their speeches, they praised the Resistance without naming any particular group. Now, (1) they are being smeared by the Media, (2) the National Court has declared itself competent to investigate a complaint for glorifying terrorism initiated by Vox and (3) a complaint from Israel has been issued through its embassy in Spain. [6:  Unidas Podemos: UP (in English “united we can”) left wing political party in Spain, currently in the opposition.] 


· The Police arrest the leader of the Seville Student Union who participated in the above mentioned pro-Palestinian student protests. The agents showed up early in the day at his home and took him to the police station to charge him “with a crime of damages valued at 3,000 € for a graffiti against the massacre in Gaza”.

· The state sponsored NGO[footnoteRef:7] responsible of spreading the hoax of the non-existent “50 Jewish Associations” last May, has denounced a prominent Muslim anti-racist activist and journalist of Moroccan descent, who denounces Israel's genocide in Gaza, of an alleged crime for “anti-Semitism in a context of radicalization in Spain of an anti-Semitic nature” for some of his publications on social networks. [7:  Movimiento contra la Intolerancia- MCI (Movement against Intolerance), ] 


“I am being denounced for who I am, a journalist and anti-racist activist committed to the Palestinian cause and who on numerous occasions has publicly pointed out Ibarra[footnoteRef:8] for the criminalization of anti-racism and the pro-Palestinian movement,” the activist stressed. [8:  President of MCI: Esteban Ibarra.] 


· Up to 6 demonstrators have been sanctioned with fines from 900€ to 3,200€ since October 7th, for peacefully demonstrating in the Canarian capital, Las Palmas. According to the sanctioned, the process was shady and did not accept any of their amendments.	Comment by Asim Qureshi: Too colloquial

· “The Prosecutor's Office requests four years in prison for a resident of Tenerife for insulting Israel, the US and Netanyahu on social networks. He also requests that a fine of 1,600€ be imposed on him, and disqualification from practicing his current profession for four years.” 
National Security & Counter-terrorism 

· European plan against the spread of terrorist propaganda and radicalism on the Internet: “Spain has closed more than 3,000 websites in 2023 for spreading terrorist content. The majority, 80%, refers to jihadist propaganda, with a significant increase since the Hamas attack last October and the war unleashed after Israel's response in Gaza. The remaining 20% ​​is limited to far-right content.”

· Ministry of Interior defends the infiltration of police into social movements to “prevent crime”. In recent months, the press has uncovered up to eight cases of agents infiltrating social groups in Madrid, Valencia and Barcelona. The affected associations suspect that the real figure is even higher, but the Ministry of Interior has refused on numerous occasions to offer data on the total number of infiltrated police officers.

· “A collaborator of the Central Intelligence Office of the Basque Police has revealed before the National Court a method to control unaccompanied foreign minors, residing in centers of the provincial councils, which reproduces VOX hoaxes about the recruitment of young Muslims for jihad.” 

· Vox once again brings the closure of mosques to Congress but “does not get support in Congress for the closure of mosques that promote jihadism. The rest of the groups reproach him for the fact that radical imams are already periodically expelled”.

The reasoning given, confirms that imams are routinely being expelled without due process through Immigration Law.

· Research by independent Media, publishes research: “No armed Nazi group or activist has been tried as terrorist in Spain”[footnoteRef:9], they are prosecuted as hate crimes. It seems terrorism laws are only used for Muslims, Independentists and Activists. [9:  Minute 7:30.] 


Islamophobia

Cases:

· [bookmark: _ohhggx63eis9]In Valladolid, a group of police officers beat and insult a group of youngsters of Moroccan origin who were not resisting. Government delegation says it is studying the case after the video was leaked.

· The Ibn Battuta Foundation reports the mayor of Ripoll (Catalonia), Silvia Orriols[footnoteRef:10], to the Hate Prosecutor's Office. The complaint states that Orriols has denied registration to Muslims who live in Ripoll. The mayor states that “when Islamism is believed to be unpunished, Islamophobia is a duty”.  [10:  Also, President of the far-right Catalan party Aliança Catalana.] 


· The Superior Court of Justice of Catalonia´s ruling highlights that “attempting to remove the veil from a Muslim woman is a seriously offensive act” and confirmed the conviction of an individual for a crime related to the exercise of public rights and freedoms, in addition to three minor crimes of injury. This case originated after an incident on a bus in Barcelona in May 2020, where a woman of North African origin and her three children were victims of discrimination and aggression by the driver and a passenger.
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