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French National Developments

independence, it remained structurally
subordinate to French authorities who
exerted a de facto neo-colonial rule over
Niger.

Police brutality escalates in the
aftermath of Nahel's killing

Since the murder of Nahel Merzouk,
police brutality has skyrocketed,
forming part of a police backlash to the
mass protests around the murder.

e The country houses key uranium mines: it is
the seventh largest uranium producer in the
world and delivers 25% of Europe’s supplies.
It is France's third-largest supplier. Uranium

New cases have been documented on
a weekly basis - 5 individuals lost an
eye, one is in a coma, and another one
had to undergo surgery which
removed part of his skull.

There are strong indications that police
killed another man too.

Police unions have exerted political
pressure on the government to release
a police officer incarcerated because
he shot the individual who lost part of
his skull.

The unions are also pressuring
lawmakers to loosen the legal
framework regulating their
intervention through a permissive ‘self-
defence’ excuse.

The Minister of the Interior, Gerald
Darmanin, stated that he "understood
the police’s anger”.

Military coup in Niger further
weakens France role in West
Africa

A military junta deposed Niger's
president Mohamed Bazoum on July
26.

Niger is an ex-French colony situated
in the Sahel region. Despite its

is used in nuclear plants to produce
electricity.

The coup is believed to be supported by
Russia as a means to undermine French
influence in the Sahel, though it is not
suspected that they had any involvement
themselves.

It could also deepen the energy crisis in
Europe if the junta was to decide to cut its
uranium supplies to the EU.

Uranium production could become a
decisive lever used to weaken the EU’s
opposition to Russia vis-a-vis the Ukraine
war.
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https://www-mediapart-fr.translate.goog/journal/france/020823/l-effroyable-bilan-provisoire-des-violences-policieres-apres-la-mort-de-nahel?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=fr&_x_tr_pto=wapp&_x_tr_hist=true
https://www-20minutes-fr.translate.goog/politique/4047202-20230727-policier-incarcere-marseille-comprends-colere-dit-gerald-darmanin?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=fr&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://www-20minutes-fr.translate.goog/politique/4047202-20230727-policier-incarcere-marseille-comprends-colere-dit-gerald-darmanin?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=fr&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/8/1/eu-sees-no-uranium-supply-risks-to-nuclear-production-after-niger-coup

Islamophobia

Far-right pundit appointed as new
editor-in-chief of a mainstream
weekly media

Geoffroy Lejeune - a journalist supportive
of Eric Zemmour - has been appointed as
new editor-in-chief of “Le Journal du
Dimanche” - a right-wing mainstream
weekly newspaper.

Far-right narratives are now the new
official editorial line of this outlet. The
media is owned by far-right mogul

Vincent Bolloré - who stated that “he uses

his media to lead a civilisational struggle”.
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