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With thanks to Emma 

September 2026 version
New text in red for 26 - 27
Phonics tracking (mandatory) together with screeners
NB – as of June 2026 the screener pass mark was 31/40
New for 2026-2027

Reception 
Complete a phonics tracker only (Y/N for on track to pass the screener at the end of year 1) for Autumn 1 (baseline) Autumn 2, Spring 1 (as part of mid year review) and summer 1for a final push for EYFS Reading ELG at end of year)
There is no expectation that Reception complete any screeners.

Yr 1 
Autumn 2 - complete a phonics tracker for every child, PLUS the 2024 screener for any child with a N. (pass mark of 15)
Spring 2 – complete a phonics tracker for every child, PLUS the 2025 screener for any child with a N (pass mark of 25)
Summer 1 – complete a phonics tracker for every child, PLUS the 2026 screener for any child with a N (pass mark of 31)

Yr 2 (only those pupils who are resitting the screener in June 2027)
Autumn 2 – 2024 screening check only (pass mark 31)
Spring 2 – 2025 screening check only (pass mark 31)
Summer 1 – 2026 screening check only (pass mark 31)

Please note that this way of assessing was agreed by all the phonics leads in June 2025 as a simpler and more reliable way of tracking our likely phonics outcomes at the end of year 1. Given that the national average is 80% achieving a score of 31+, we expect each school’s tracking to be in line with this % from term to term and not to ‘swing’ wildly.
Inputting a Y should be based on evidence – if tracking shows the % to be well below 80% then there must be a plan to increase the number of pupils who will pass.
Introducing a screener for those pupils tracked with N is new for 2026
Phonics Teacher Assessment Criteria Phases for RWInc 
NB – these are best fit, please use your professional judgement. The purpose of this table is to see how the skills being taught and developed are called different things in different schemes.
NB – entering a phonics teacher assessment as below, is no longer needed. Phonics tracking replaces it. The facility is still there for you to use if you would like to. This would be a local decision.
Definitions
A word is phonetically plausible if it can be identified for what it is, even if it is not spelt correctly. Children learning to write will create phonetically plausible versions of words before they learn the correct spellings. This is because they only have a limited range of Grapheme-phoneme Correspondence (GPC) at their disposal. E.g person/persun or because/beecos
	
	Level of Security
	Assessment description

	
Below Set 1 (RWI)
	Beginning
	· Children may show interest in signs and print around them
· Begin to mimic the sounds they hear around them

	
	Developing
	· Begin to mimic the movements of an adults mouth to articulate individual sounds correctly
· Can hear some phonemes within a word
· Can orally blend individual words or the last word in a sentence turning sound talk into a whole word independently

	
	Secure
	· Can orally blend and segment individual words 
· Some will know sounds or be able to recognise and write letters that are of significance to them e.g. letters in their name
· Can distinguish between speech and sounds
· Some will be able to recognise spoken words that rhyme

	
Set 1 (RWI)
	Beginning
	· Have experience a wealth of listening activities and can identify and follow during given activities
· Can distinguish between speech and sounds
· Blend and segment words orally
· Some will be able to recognise spoken words that rhyme
· Some will know sounds or be able to recognise and write letters that are of significance to them e.g. letters in their name

	
	Developing
	· Give the sound for most Phase 2/Level 1+ letters.  Securely say the sound when shown set 1 and 2 sounds
· Find most Phase 2/Level 1+ letters, from a display, when given the sound
· Orally blend and segment CVC words
· Blend and segment in order to read and spell some VC words such as: if, am, on, up 
· Read some of the tricky/helpful words; the, to, I, no, go

	
	Secure
	· Give the sound when shown any Phase 2/Level1+ grapheme
· Find any Phase 2/Level 1+ letter, from a display, when given the sound
· Blend some single-syllable words consisting of phase 2/Level 1+ graphemes
· Segment some single-syllable words making phonetically plausible attempts at spelling using phase 2/Level 1+ graphemes
· Read all five tricky/helpful words; the, to, I, no, go

Some children will not have fully grasped CVC blending and segmentation but may know all the Phase Two letters. CVC blending and segmentation continues throughout phase three so children can progress to the next stage even if they have not mastered CVC blending.

Children’s capacity to write letters will depend on their physical maturity and the teaching
approach taken to letter formation. Some children will be able to write all the letters in
pencil, correctly formed. Most children should be able to form the letters correctly in the
air, in sand or using a paint brush and should be able to control a pencil sufficiently well to
write letters such as l, t, i well and h, n and m reasonably well.

	
Ditty (RWI)
	Beginning
(FP books 7, 8, 9, 10 – level 2)


	· Give the sound when shown any Phase 2/Level 1+ grapheme
· Blend most single-syllable words consisting of Phase 2/Level 1+ graphemes
· Segment most single-syllable words making phonetically plausible attempts at spelling using phase 2/Level 1+ graphemes
· Read some helpful/tricky words: the, to, I, no, go, he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, her, they, all, are
· All letters written are recognisable, but may not all be correctly formed

	
Red (RWI)
	Developing
(FP books 11, 12, 13, 14)


Children who gain ELG in reading will likely be on the cusp between 3D and 3S


	· Give the sound when shown all phase 2/Level 1+ and some Phase 3/Level 2 graphemes (corresponds with the Reading GLD of ‘say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs’
· Blend and read most single-syllable words consisting of Phase 2/Level 1+ and Phase 3/Level 2 graphemes (Read words consistent with their phonics knowledge by sound blending GLD reading)
· Segment most single-syllable words making phonetically plausible attempts at spelling using Phase 2/Level 1+ and Phase 3/Level 2 graphemes (spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters GLD)
· Read most tricky/helpful words; the, to, I, no, go, he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, her, they, all, are
· Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed (GLD)
· Begins to write a simple sentence

	Phase 3 

Green or purple (RWI)
	Secure
(FP books 15, 16, 17, 18)


	· Recognises and says the sound when shown most Phase 3/Level 3 graphemes
· Reads most CVC words 
· Segment and make a phonetically plausible attempt at spelling CVC words
· Read all tricky/helpful words; the, to, I, no, go, he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, her, they, all, are
· Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others (GLD)

	Phase 4

pink (RWI)
	Beginning 

	· Give the sound when shown all phase 2/Level 1+ and some Phase 3/Level 2 and 3 graphemes
· Blend and read all Phase 2/Level 1+ and 3/Level 2 and 3 CVC words
· Segment and make a phonetically plausible attempt at spelling most CVC words
· Read all Phase 2/Level 1+ and 3/Level 2 and 3 tricky/helpful words
· Hears additional sounds when two consonants are placed together although may not be able to identify them as individual sounds

	Phase 4

Orange 
	Developing 
	· Blend and read some words containing adjacent consonants
· Segment and spell some words containing adjacent consonants
· Find any Phase 2 and 3/Levels 1+, 2 and 3 grapheme, from a display, when given the sound
· Read all Phase 2 and 3/Level 1+, 2 and 3 as well as some Phase 4/Level 4 tricky words
· Write each letter from memory, usually forming correctly

	Phase 4


Yellow
	Secure 
	· Gives the sound when shown any Phase 2 and 3/Level 1+, 2 and 3 grapheme
· Find any Phase 2 and 3/Level 1+, 2 and 3 grapheme, from a display, when given the sound
· Blend and read most words containing adjacent consonants
· Segment and spell most words containing adjacent consonants
· Read all Phase 2, 3 and 4/Level 1+, 2, 3 and 4 tricky/helpful words
· Spell all Phase 2, 3 and 4/ Level 1+, 2, 3 and trick/helpful words
· Write each letter, usually forming it correctly

	Phase 5


Some yellow 8b, 8d, 8s 
	Beginning
	· Gives the sound when shown any Phase 2 and 3/Levels 1+, 2 and 3 grapheme
· Gives alternative pronunciation for some graphemes
· Find any Phase 2 and 3/Level 1+, 2 and 3 and some Phase 5/Level 5 graphemes, from a display, when given the sound
· Blend and read words containing adjacent consonants
· Segment and spell words containing adjacent consonants
· Read all Phase 2, 3 and 4/Level 1+, 2 and 3 and 4 tricky/helpful words
· Spell all Phase 2, 3 and 4/Level 1+, 2 and 3 and 4 tricky/helpful words
· Write each letter from memory, usually forming it correctly

	Phase 5



Some Blue group 9b, 9d 
	Developing
	· Gives the sound when shown any Phase 2 and 3/ Level 1+, 2 and 3 grapheme
· Find any Phase 2 and 3/Level 1+, 2 and 3 and some Phase 5/Level 5 graphemes, from a display, when given the sound
· Gives alternative pronunciation for most graphemes
· Uses alternative graphemes for some sounds
· Blend and read words containing adjacent consonants
· Segment and spell words containing adjacent consonants
· Read all Phase 2, 3 and 4/Level 1+, 2 and 3 and 4 tricky/helpful words and some phase 5/Level 5
· Spell all Phase 2, 3 and 4/Level 1+, 2 and 3 and 4 tricky/helpful words and some phase 5/Level 5
· Write each letter from memory, forming it correctly

	Phase 5


Blue group and above 
	Secure
Children who pass the screener are likely 5s
	· Give the sound when shown any grapheme that has been taught for any given sound
· Gives alternative pronunciation for most graphemes
· Write the common graphemes for given sounds
· Apply phonic knowledge and skill as the prime approach to reading and spelling unfamiliar words
· Spell unfamiliar and untaught words in a phonically plausible way (national curriculum)
· Spell any familiar and taught words correctly (national curriculum)
· Read and spell phonically decodable two-syllable and three-syllable words
· Read automatically all the words in the list of 100 high-frequency words
· Accurately spell most of the words in the list of 100 high-frequency words;
· Form all letters correctly



Cross checking - Reception phonics judgements
	RWI GROUP
	
	Reception

	
	Phase
	End of Autumn
	End of Spring
	End of Summer

	PRE
	2
	Set 1 sounds A B C
	Set 1 sounds A B C
	Set 1 sounds A B C

	A
	3b
	ON TRACK
Ditty (2b)


Red books (3b, 3d, 3s)
	Ditty (2b)

	Ditty (2b)



Red books (3b, 3d, 3s)

	A+
	3d
	
	ON TRACK
Red books (3b, 3d, 3s)
	

	B
	3s
	Green books (4b, 4d, 4s)
	Green books (4b, 4d, 4s)
	ON TRACK
Green books (4b, 4d, 4s)

	C
	3s

4b
	Purple books (5b, 5d, 5s)
Pink group (6b)
	Purple books (5b, 5d, 5s)
Pink group (6b)
	Purple books (5b, 5d, 5s)
Pink group (6b)

	D
	4b
	PINK group (6d, 6s) 
	PINK group (6d, 6s) 
	PINK group (6d, 6s) 

	E
	4d
	Orange books (7b, 7d,)
	Orange books (7b, 7d,)
	Orange books (7b, 7d,)

	F
	4s
	Orange books (7s)
	Orange books (7s)
	Orange books (7s)

	G
	5b

5d
	Yellow group (8b, 8d, 8s)
Blue group (9b, 9d)
	Yellow group (8b, 8d, 8s)
Blue group (9b, 9d)
	Yellow group (8b, 8d, 8s)
Blue group (9b, 9d)

	H
	5s
	Blue group (9s)
	Blue group (9s)
	Blue group (9s)

	I
	5s
	Grey books
	grey
	grey

	J
	
	
	
	



Cross checking - Year 1 Phonics Judgements
	RWI GROUP
	
	Year One

	
	Phase
	End of Autumn
	End of Spring
	End of Summer

	PRE
	2
	Set 1 sounds A B C
	Set 1 sounds A B C
	Set 1 sounds A B C

	A
A+
	3b
3d
	Ditty (2b)
Red books (3b, 3d, 3s)
	Ditty (2b)
Red books (3b, 3d, 3s)
	Ditty (2b)
Red books (3b, 3d, 3s)

	B
	3s
	Green books (4b, 4d, 4s)
	Green books (4b, 4d, 4s)
	Green books (4b, 4d, 4s)

	C
	

4b
	Purple books (5b, 5d, 5s)
Pink group (6b)
	Purple books (5b, 5d, 5s)
Pink group (6b)
	Purple books (5b, 5d, 5s)
Pink group (6b)

	D
	4b
	ON TRACK
PINK group (6d, 6s) 
	PINK group (6d, 6s) 
	PINK group (6d, 6s) 

	E
	4d
	Orange books (7b, 7d,)
	Orange books (7b, 7d,)
	Orange books (7b, 7d,)

	F
	4s
	Orange books (7s)
	Orange books (7s)
	Orange books (7s)

	G
	5b

5d
	Yellow group (8b, 8d, 8s)
Blue group (9b, 9d)
	ON TRACK
Yellow group (8b, 8d, 8s)
Blue group (9b, 9d)
	Yellow group (8b, 8d, 8s)
Blue group (9b, 9d)

	H
	5s
	Blue group (9s)
	Blue group (9s)
	ON TRACK
Blue group (9s)

	I
	5s
	Grey books
	Grey books
	Grey books

	J
	
	
	
	



For those pupils in year one completing a screener 
· Autumn Two -  a score of 15+ is considered on track 
· Spring Two – a score of 25+ is considered on track
· Summer One – a score of 31+ i.e. the phonics screener

For those pupils in year two completing a screener 31+ for any given term is considered on track.
















Entering phonics tracking onto Insight
Year 1/Reception 
· Click on ‘Enter Data’
· Click on ‘school assessments’

· Ensure the following options are showing for year 1. For Rec, it will say Rec, [image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]





The tracker is a new assessment 

Ensure that for the first tracking entry the term says ‘Autumn 1’
The data range is simply Y or N and this loads automatically

[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Once ‘Load Mark Sheet’ is clicked this will appear




Click on the empty box next to the child’s name and select Y or N
Don’t forget to save when you have finished!








Entering a practice phonics screener onto Insight for those tracked with N in year 1 and all those who are retaking in yr 2
Year 2/Year 1
· Click on ‘Enter Data’
· Click on ‘school assessments’
· Ensure the following options are showing -  for year 1 it will say yr 1 and for yr 2 it will say yr 2

[image: ]
Ensure it says Practice phonics screener under school assessments






Click ‘Load Mark Sheet’

Once ‘Load Mark Sheet’ is clicked this will appea[image: ]r


Click on the empty box next to the child’s name and type in the score
Don’t forget to save when you have finished!







Entering the actual phonics screener marks onto Insight (summer term year 1)
[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]

Click on ‘Enter Data’ and select ‘statutory assessments’

Select Phonics Screening Check



You will then click ‘Load Mark Sheet’ and this screen will appear

[image: A screenshot of a computer screen

Description automatically generated]

You can enter each child’s score by clicking in the box.
When you have done this you can create a CTF ready to send to the LA

Here is the link to the Insight page for further info

APPENDIX – Progressions of the phonics programmes (for reference)
RWInc
	RECEPTION
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2 

	Graphemes
	Children are taught their Set 1 sounds
m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, sh, h, r, j, v, w, x, y, z, th, ch, qu, ng, nk
	Recap on set 1 special friends: th, ch, qu, ng, nk 
Children are taught to blend sounds into words orally. 
Children are taught to blend single-letter sounds 
(word time 1.1-1.4)

	Helpful Words
	
	

	RECEPTION
	Spring 1 Level 2
	Spring 2 Level 2

	Graphemes
	Recap on set 1 special friends: th, ch, qu, ng, nk 
Secure blending of words with special friends (word time 1.5 and 1.6). 
	Recap on any set 1 sounds (addressing sound gaps). 
Secure blending on words containing all set 1 sounds 
Children are taught to blend words containing 4/5 sounds and consonant blends 
(word time 1.6 and 1.7). 
 Red RWInc books

	Helpful Words
	
	put, the, I, no, of, my, for, he 


	RECEPTION
	Summer 1 Level 3
	Summer 2 Level 3

	Graphemes
	Children are taught their set 2 sounds: ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy 
Green books
	Children are taught their set 2 sounds: ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy 
Children are taught to blend words containing set 2 sounds 
Children to build speed of reading words containing set 1 sounds. 
Purple books

	Helpful Words
	your, said, you, be, are 

	To, me, go, baby, paint, 

	Year 1
	Autumn 1 Level 4
	Autumn 2 Level 4

	Graphemes
	Children are taught their set 2 sounds: ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy 
Children are taught to read words containing set 2 sounds. 
Children build speed of reading words containing set 1 sounds, particularly word time 1.6-1.7. 
Read Purple storybooks.
- Read the first six set 2 sounds speedily (ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo) 

	Review set 2 sounds, particularly: ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy 
Children build speed of reading words containing these set 2 sounds: ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo 
Children are taught set 3 sounds: ea, oi, a-e, i-e,o-e, u-e, e-e 
- Read Pink storybooks.
- Read all set 2 sounds speedily. - Read nonsense words containing set 2 sounds. 


	Helpful Words
	To, me, go, baby, paint,
	I’ve, like, all, we, want, her, call, she, washing, some

	Year 1
	Spring 1 Level 5
	Spring 2 Level 5

	Graphemes
	Children to build speed of reading words containing these sounds set 1,2 and the following set 3 sounds (ea, oi, a-e, i-e,o-e, u-e, e- e). 
Children are taught the rest of the set 3 sounds. 

- Read Orange storybooks.
- Read some set 3 sounds.
- Read set 2 sounds within nonsense words. 

	Children to build speed of reading words containing set 1, 2 and 3 sounds. 
Begin to read multisyllabic words, including words with suffix endings. 
- Read Yellow storybooks.
- Read some set 3 sounds speedily: (ea, oi, a-e, i-e,o- e, u-e, e-e).
- Read above sounds in nonsense words. 


	Helpful Words
	What they do, old, was, 
	Saw, watch, watches, school, small, their, who, tall, one, brother, I’m, there, fall, any, where, wall

	Year 1
	Summer 1 Level 5
	Summer 2 Level 5

	Graphemes
	Children to build speed of reading words containing set 1, 2 and 3 sounds. 
Read multisyllabic words with increased accuracy. 
Read Yellow storybooks.
- Read all of set 3 sounds.
- Read 60/70 words per minute. 


	Children to read words containing set 1, 2 and 3 sounds speedily. 
Read multisyllabic words with increased accuracy and pace. 
- Read Blue storybooks. - Read all of set 3 sounds speedily.
- Read 70 words per minute. 


	Helpful Words
	Saw, watch, watches, school, small, their, who, tall, one, brother, I’m, there, fall, any, where, wall
	Does, other, two, could, ball, would, water, wash, anyone, over, wasn’t, through, once, whole, people
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