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Statement
On the 80th Anniversary of the
Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain
(AUGB, aka “SUB”), founded at a General Meeting held on 19-20 January 1946. It is an
opportunity to reflect on eight decades of organised community life, collective effort
and commitment to preserving Ukrainian cultural and historical heritage in the United
Kingdom.

The AUGB was established in the immediate aftermath of the Second World War, at a
time of profound upheaval, displacement and uncertainty. It emerged and developed in
response to the practical and human needs of Ukrainians who had found themselves in
Britain, offering support while also creating a framework through which community life
could take root. From the outset, the Association played a central role in sustaining
Ukrainian identity, language, culture and democratic values in a new environment.

The development of the AUGB was never the work of a single centre alone. It grew
through the energy and initiative of local Branches, the tireless efforts of volunteers and
the generosity of its members. Together, these collective contributions enabled the
Association to establish durable institutions and a strong organisational foundation that
could serve both immediate needs and long-term aspirations.

Throughout the decades of Soviet rule in Ukraine, AUGB also assumed an important
public role beyond the immediate needs of the community. From the United Kingdom, it
worked consistently to give voice to Ukraine and Ukrainians at a time when
independent statehood was denied. The Association promoted the principles of national
self-determination, democracy, and human rights, supported the cause of Ukrainian
independence, and contributed to the preservation and dissemination of historical truth
in the face of censorship and repression. This work formed an essential part of AUGB’s
mission and public engagement during the Cold War period.

Over eight decades, the AUGB has supported successive generations of Ukrainians in
Britain. Through its Branch network, it has fostered community life, education,
charitable activity and cultural engagement, while also ensuring a visible and respected
Ukrainian presence within British society. Throughout periods of change, the Association
has remained guided by principles of solidarity, responsibility and service to the
community.
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As we enter our ninth decade, we do so with a renewed sense of purpose.
Contemporary events give particular resonance to our long-standing commitment to
democratic values, to supporting the Ukrainian community, and to safeguarding the
cultural heritage created through shared effort over many years. A central part of this
legacy is the Taras Shevchenko Library and Archive, founded in 1947. Conceived as a
living tribute to Taras Shevchenko, it has developed into one of the most significant
repositories of Ukrainian émigré cultural and documentary heritage in Europe,
supporting research, education, and cultural exchange.

At this anniversary moment in time — 19-20 January 2026 — we all remember with
gratitude those who stood at our organisation’s beginnings and we acknowledge all
who, through dedication, voluntary service and incredible generosity, have contributed
to the AUGB’s growth and continuity. We look ahead with confidence, seeking
continued unity, sustainable development and further achievements in the service of
the Ukrainian community.

This anniversary is not only a moment to look back, but also a reaffirmation of
continuity and responsibility. It underlines the enduring role of the Association of
Ukrainians in Great Britain as a civic institution rooted in history, active in the present,
and committed to the future.

AUGB Board of Directors
London, 19 January 2026
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3BepHeHHA
y 80-piuusa Coro3y YKpaiHuiB y Benaukin bputaHii (CYB)

BiTatoun wupo Beix 3 1oBineem Coto3y YKpaiHLiB y Benukint bputaHii (CYB) — ocHoBytoui
360pwu akoro Bigbynnca 19-20 ciuHa 1946 poKy — MM 03MPAEMOCA Ha BiCiM AECATUNITb
OPraHi30BaHOro rPOMaACbKOro XUTTA, BiANOBIAANBHOIO CAYXKiIHHA CNiNbHOTI Ta
36eperKeHHs YKPAiHCbKOT KyNbTYPHOT 1 iCTOPMYHOI cnagLWwmHu.

CTBOpPEHMI Y NICNABOEHHMI Nepiog, y Y4ac rMUBOKNX NOTPACIHb, BUMYLLEHOIO
nepecesieHHA 1 HeBM3HadeHocTi, CYb nocTaBaBs Ak BignoBiab Ha HaraabHi NOTpPebu
YKpaiHuiB y Benukin bpuTaHii. Big nepwux pokis cBOE€i gisnbHOCTi Coto3 He nuwe
HaZAaBaB MPaKTUYHy gonomory, ane n opmMysas NPOCTiPp CaMOOpraHisauii, y AKomy
36epiranunca 1 po3BMBANCA YKPATHCbKA iAEHTUYHICTb, MOBA, Ky/AbTypa Ta AeMOKPATUYHI
LiHHocTi. Moro po3byaoBsa BiabyBanaca 3aBAAKM aKTUBHOCTI MicL,eBux Bigainis,
camosBiaaaHil npaui 4o6poBONbLIB, i WEeApUM NOXKepPTBAM YNEHIB rpomMmaan, Lo
[03BO/IN/IO CTBOPUTU MiLLHi M TPUBKI iIHCTUTYLLIMHI OCHOBM.

Konu YkpaiHa nepebysana y cknagi CPCP CYb 6ys ii ronocom y Benukin bputanii. CYb
BiACTOOBAB NpaBo YKpaiHW HAa CAMOBU3HAYEHHA, MONYAAPU3YBAB AeMOKPaATUYHI
WiHHOCTI Ta NpaBa NtOAMHW, NIATPUMYBAB iAet0 YKPaATHCbKOI He3aneXHOCTi 1 cnpuas
36eperKeHH0 Ta NOLWKNPEHHIO ICTOPMYHOT NPaBayY B YMOBaxX LEeH3ypu i penpeciit. Ua
AiANbHICTb CTaHOBKWAA HeBia' eMHy YacTUHY micii CYB Ta Moro ny6aiyHoOi NpUCyTHOCTI B
nepios X0N04HOI BiHMU.

Mpotarom gecatnnite CYB cny*unB KinbKOM NOKONIHHAM YKpaiHLUiB. Yepe3 mepexKy CBOIX
Bigainis BiH NiATPMMYBaB rPOMaZICbKE KUTTA, OCBITY, AOOPOYMHHICTL | KyNbTYpHY
AiANbHICTb, BOAHOYAC CNpUAOYM NyBAIYHIA NPUCYTHOCTI YKpaiHLiB Y HpuTaHCbKOMY
CycninbCTBi. He3Baxkatoum Ha 3miHy icTopuyHmnx obctasuH, Coto3 YKpaiHuis y Benwnkin
BpwuTaHii He3MiHHO 3anuLWaBCA BipHUM NPUHLMMAAM CONIJAPHOCTI, BiANOBIAaNbHOCTI Ta
CNYXIHHA rpomagi.

Bctynatoun y cBoe aes’ate aecatmnitta, Coto3 YKpaiHuis y Benukint bputaHii auBntbca B
ManbyTHE 3 OHOBJIEHUM YCBiAOMAEHHAM CBOEI Micii. CyyacHi noaji HagatoTb 0cob6aMBOI
Barun 6aratopiyHin gianbHocTi Coto3y y cnpasi 3aXMCTy AEMOKPATUYHUX LLIHHOCTEN,
NiATPMMKM YKPATHCbKOT F[pOMaam Ta BiANOBifaNbHOro 36eperKeHHA KyNbTypHOI
CNAALWMHKN, CTBOPEHOI CNiIIBHUMM 3yCUNNAMM NPOTATOM AecaTuniTb. Ocobnmee micue B
Lin cnagwuHi 3anmace bibnioteka i ApxiB imeHi Tapaca LLleByeHKa, 3acHoBaHa y 1947
poui. 3agyMaHa fK «KXUBUI Nam’aTHUK» Benmkomy Kob3apesi, BOHa 3pocna B 04HY 3
HaMBAXK/IMBILLMX CKAPOHMLb YKPATHCbKOI eMirpauiMHoi KynbTypHOI Ta OKYMEHTANbHOI
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CNaaWmHM B EBPONI 1 CAYXKUTb CbOTOAHI BaX/IMBUM PeCypCcomM A5 HAYKOBUX
[ocnigxeHb, OCBITU Ta KYNIbTYPHOTO gianory.

Y uen toBiNeHU Yac MU 3 TIMBOKOIO BAAYHICTIO 3raflyEMO TUX, XTO CTOAB 6ina BUTOKIB
Coto3y, i BUCNOBNOEMO LWMPY NOLIAHY BCiM, XTO CBOEIO MPaLEto, Y KEPTOBHICTIO 1
BigAaHICTIO cnpuAB 1MOro po3BnTKosi. baxkaemo Coto3y YKpaiHuis y Benukin bpuTtanii
NoAaNbLUOI EAHOCTI, CTAaNIOr0 PO3BUTKY Ta HOBMX 3400yTKiB HAa 61aro YKpaiHCbKOI
rpoomagu.

Lle1 toBinei - He AnWe Haroga ANA BWAHYBAaHHA MUHYOTO, afie i NiATBEPAXKEHHS
TAMNOCTI, BiANOBIAANbHOCTI Ta *XMBOT Tpaauuii. BiH 3acBiguye He3miHHY ponb Coto3y
YKpaiHLiB y Benukit bBpuTaHii AK rpomaacbKoi iHCTUTYL, T, rIM6OKO BKOPIHEHOI B iCTOpiItO,
AKTMBHOI B Cy4aCHOCTi Ta 30PiEHTOBAHOI HAa MaNbyTHE.

3 noBaroto A0 KOXKHOTO 11 HallKpawmMmmn nobaxKaHHAMM,

Papa AupekTtopis Coto3y YKpaiHuiB y Benukin bpuranii
NoHpoH, 19 ciuHa 2026 p.
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