The Journey of a King
Matthew 2:1-23
August 24, 2025
 
Scene One: Jesus sought and feared 2:1-12
Sought by (non-Jewish) astrologers and feared by King Herod.

· Place: Bethlehem means “house of bread,” and this was where the “Bread of Life” came to earth John 6:48ff. Bethlehem in the Old Testament was associated with David who was a type of Jesus Christ in His suffering and glory.

Gentile Magi sought Jesus 1-2
Magi: Scholars who study astronomy
Ps 68:29, 31; 72:10-11; Is 49:7

They worshiped King Jesus 9-11
Jesus, as King in David’s line was prophesied, the Branch Jer 23:5; 30:9: 33:15; Is 4:2; 11:1-5; Zech 9:9. Jesus affirmed His kingship: Matt 27:11
· Was their significance of the gifts given? Probably.  
The King, the Priest, the One to die. 
“Born to die, that we might live”
 
Herod feared Jesus 3-4; 7-8
Describe the rule of Herod. Compare that to world politics today.  

Religious leaders ignored Jesus 5-6
Think about what the ones called to Herod already knew and yet they took no action.  Why the unbelief?
Quoted Micah 5:2 but didn’t believe it.
When you read the Scriptures, check your heart and mind in submitting to the truth of the Bible. 

· The magi were seeking the King; 
· Herod was opposing the King; 
· The Jewish priests were ignoring the King. 
 
God’s sovereign care 12-13
· Magi are directed by the star and a dream
· Joseph is directed in a dream by an angel.
 
Scene Two: Jesus is taken to Egypt  2:14-20
Jesus rescued at night. S
Can you recall other operations in Scripture that happened at night?
 
Evil breeds brutality
Why the killing of boys under 2?  How does this remind you of Moses’ story?

· God never authors evil, but He is powerful enough to use it for His good. 
· James 1:13; 1 Jn 1:5, Ps 5:4

Scene Three: Jesus in Nazareth 2:21-23
· The prophets of 2:23 are probably of oral tradition, not a verse reference.
· Jesus later rejected in Nazareth, Luke 4:16-24.
· When have you ever been rejected as a witness? What’s it like for you to share your belief with those closest to you? Family, friends, dorm, office, even in your own home?

 
Applications:
1. Have you seen God’s faithfulness in your difficult circumstances? 
2. Do you get discouraged by the world’s rejection of Jesus?  How can this passage bring you comfort?
3. Praise God for the gift of His Son and His Sovereign care in your life
