A Pathway for Ministry
Matt 4:11-25
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The passage lays out a pathway to fruitful ministry, one that will serve us well to know and understand!

Preaching Ministry 12-17

Began with John’s Arrest
Sometimes ministry opportunities come because of persecution. Acts 8:1 
Why was John arrested? What did this do to his ministry?
John was imprisoned for publicly condemning Herod Antipas's marriage to Herodias. Historical writer Josephus confirms that John was executed while imprisoned, noting that Herod saw John as a threat and had him killed to prevent potential rebellion.

Jesus picks up where John left off Matt 3:1-2

“Evil may silence a voice, but it cannot prevent the proclamation of the Word. If John is imprisoned, then Jesus takes up the message.” (Morgan)

The geography tells a story
· Both Nazareth and Capernaum are in Galilee. 
· Fulfillment of scripture. Is 9:1-2; 
· Worth the effort to read/know your OT. 

Jesus IS that great Light! John 8:12

The foundation of Preaching
Remember John’s message was a call to repent, return to covenant relationship/belief in God. 
To repent means to turn around, change direction. 
Our preaching is one that preaches the Gospel! Mark 16:15
What does Paul say about preaching? 1 Cor 1:21

Discipleship Ministry 18-22
The Call 
Ordinary people, doing ordinary things are most useful to the Master for the doing of His things.
· Saul was looking for his father’s donkeys. 
· David was keeping his father’s sheep. 
· The shepherds were guarding their flocks. 
· Matthew was working at the tax collector’s table. 
· Moses was tending his father-in-law’s flock. 
· Gideon was threshing wheat.
· These brothers were casting nets

Following Jesus means leaving some things behind. 
Starts with a yes. The directions and path will come. Has God called you to serve Him? 

Fruitful Ministry 23-25
The healing and miracle ministry of Jesus is unique to Him, for such a time as His. 
Preaching the Kingdom of Heaven (32x in Matt) is at hand. And now He’ll help us see what that looks like in the Sermon on the Mount! 

This is what the Lord blesses. The preaching of His Word, proclaiming His grace. 
Let’s give the message of Grace in a clear, loving, but faithful fashion.
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1. Are you a ‘follower of Jesus’?  Have you ever sensed God calling you to serve Him? 
2. Is there someone you could help ‘disciple’?  Ask God to help you walk alongside them.
3. Don’t be distracted by the pain of persecution, trust that the Lord is at work. 
4. Think of God’s work and give Him praise for the fruit of ministry! 




