The Beatitudes: Pathway to Happiness
Matt 5:1-12 

The problem of happiness. Our tendency towards short-cuts. Intro to the greatest sermon. 

What does it mean to live in God’s Kingdom here and now while we await His coming Kingdom?  Who are the poor in spirit, the mourners, the meek, those who hunger for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers and the persecuted. To all of these Jesus says, “you’re blessed, resulting with rejoicing and gladness. Others have gone before you in this.” 

We are learning the way of Christ. The way of His Kingdom. 
· These are not natural tendencies, they reflect the heart of one captured by the Holy Spirit, by grace alone.
· These descriptions indicate the essential difference between living in the world and living in God’s Kingdom. 
· The glory of the gospel is that when the Church lives by the Kingdom the world will notice.  

“Blessed”—makarios doesn’t have a precise English equivalent most understood as blessed or happy. Ps 32:1; 33:12. 

Qualities of life in Christ’s Kingdom
1. Poor in spirit: Spiritual Poverty 3
· Isaiah 57:15 Humility before God Isaiah, Peter, John 

Clashing world values: Pride and personal independence
God’s reward: “kingdom of heaven”

When the sinner understands his place before God, we either find ourselves humbled in our poverty of spirit, or we stubbornly try to stand on our own
.
Quit trying to build your own kingdom. Receive the inheritance of the kingdom of heaven as designed and provided by Christ Himself.

2. Among the Mourners 4
· Ecc 3:4 Mourning over that which is not right with the world. 

Clashing world values: Happiness at any cost
God’s reward: Comfort 2 Cor 1:3–4

We mourn for loss, pain, tragedy. Yet through it, we know our faithful God is at work. Rev 21:4

Why don’t we mourn well? 
· We don’t give ourselves permission. 
· Too busy to sit and think.
· Too much law to allow for grace.

3. On being Gentle 5
· Ps 25:9; 37:11 Being gentle in spirit towards others. 
· How would you describe meek or gentle? Term means “not being overly impressed by a sense of one’s self-importance, gentle, humble, considerate.” BDAG

Clashing world values: Aggressive posturing
God’s reward: Inheritance with Christ Rom 8:16-17; 2 Tim 2:12 
Ex: Moses Num 12:3; Jesus Matt 11:29 

Meekness is not weakness, but strength under control.
What hinders our gentleness? 

4. Longing for Righteousness 6
· Ps 42:2; 63:1 A longing for the righteousness of God lived out
· Some are not filled because they have not been emptied. They are still full of themselves. Pride must go before you find yourself hungering and thirsting for righteousness. 

Clashing world values: “I’ll do it my way. I’m fine, thank you.”
God’s reward: True satisfaction John 7:37-38; Is 55:1-2

Spiritual righteousness comes only through Christ.
This beatitude applies to both justification and sanctification. Being born again, and walking with Christ in all of life!

I long for Him as I live for Him
If I’m choosing to follow my own will, I tend to lose my appetite for spiritual things, Word, Church, Fellowship, Worship. I become unhealthy, self-serving. 

That’s not who I am’ I am a child of God
Satisfaction. That amazing feeling after a great meal that met a great hunger. Ps 42:1


Applications
1. Evaluate each of the beatitudes in light of your identity in Christ. 
2. Ask the Lord to guide you in being Kingdom minded this week.
3. Commit to one area of application and share with someone.


