In Living for the Kingdom
Matt 5:10-12

The blessings of the Lord are amazing. But the call to follow Christ is a call to suffering. 

The Beatitudes are principles of Kingdom Living.
These truths are counter-cultural to our day.

· Poor in Spirit - Spiritual poverty - A change of relationship
· Mourning over sin - ours/worlds - A change of spirit
· Strong yet gentle - convictions with grace - A change of response
· Longing for the righteous - pursuit and desire for good - A change of direction
· Merciful towards others - forgiving and kind towards accusers and those forgotten by others - A change of posture
· Pure in heart - distance yourself from worldly corruption - A change of conscience 
· Peacemaker - to know God’s peace, then help others see the way to peace - A change of words. 

You will face tribulation and persecution for the things that are righteous and true. The 8th beatitude is a blessing through trial.
· Persecution: dioko - “to pursue, to persecute” To systematically organize a program to oppress and harass people”

Jesus said there would be persecution for the Disciples
· In sending out the disciples Matt 10:16-20
· During the last supper, knowing troubles awaited John 16:33

Peter and Apostles counted worthy to suffer Acts 5:40-42

The early church saw persecution: Acts 8:1,4  
· The persecution caused the church to spread! 

Paul spoke of persecution 1 Thes 2:13-15
· Believers suffered as did the Apostles, as did Christ

Peter echoes Jesus’ teaching on suffering 1 Peter 3:14-18 
· Blessed in the suffering
· Live without fear
· Be ready to make a defense

Principles from Persecution
1. The Gospel is spread
2. Sin is called out as shameful
3. God is always working!
4. Don’t live in such a way as to avoid persecution
5. Don’t fear rejection from the world

Where does the blessing and rejoicing come in?

· We live as subjects of Jesus Christ, our Savior and our Lord. In this world, we will have tribulation. 
· God worked through the sufferings and persecutions of the prophets
· Jeremiah, David, Daniel, Abraham, Joseph, Moses
· We rejoice because God is at work. 
· 2 Cor 4:11; 12:10; Phil 1:29; 3:7

The Sermon on the Mount, and these opening Beatitudes paint for us a picture of living counterculture to the ways of today’s world. Be true to Christ. Live for Him, be open about your faith and share in the blessing of seeing God at work, bringing others to Himself, even through persecutions and times of trials. 

Applications
1. Pray for those being persecuted for their faith.
2. Pray for pastors and leaders in difficult situations.
3. Pray for revival as many hear the grace of God through difficult times.
4. What is God calling you to do today?



