The Believer’s Influence
Matt 5:13-16

Imagine a world without the church. A world without Christians? 
Jesus teaches the importance and pathway of influence while warning against the self-defeating isolation that sometimes lures us into apathy. This passage is a display of discipleship. This isn’t what Christians do, it’s who Christians are. 

Who is the Believer? (What is a Christian?)
To be a Christian: Believe that you have sinned against God and Christ died in your place, defeated death in the resurrection. He calls on us to believe. To trust Him for what He said, namely that we are lost without Him, and that He alone is the One who paid the penalty for our sin, and now by believing (trusting) in Him, we are born again. John 3:7
· A Christian is a born-again follower of Jesus.  2 Cor 5:17; 1 Pt 1:3, 23
· Disciple = Follower = Christian Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Pt 4:16

The Salt of the Earth - 5:13
When the Believer is living out our identity in Christ (looks like Beatitudes) you see the effect around you. This is influence for good. 

1. Salt as a preservative 
· Perhaps the most common usage during time of Christ. To keep meat from spoiling, they were lacking ice, used for keeping meat, fish.  
· The church as salt, slows the decay. We are to have influence. We are the salt, the preservative, until Jesus comes! 

2. Salt as seasoning - salt adds flavor. 
3. Causing thirst – a thirst for God, a thirst for what we live by and Who we know.
4. Remain effective
5. The Value of Salt - “worth his salt.” 
6. Get out of the Saltshaker!  Believers as Salt today! 

The Light of the World - 5:14-16
Jesus said He was the Light of the world, then He passed that on to His followers. Jn 8:12
Jesus is the Good News! 
· Light dispels darkness
· Light illumines what is to be seen

Consider Jesus’ words to Nicodemus after He said “You must be born again”. 
· The Light is the Good News of the Gospel. 
· Be a positive voice in your world.
· Jesus includes the Disciples to be the light. John 9:4-5

What does it mean to be the light of the world? Eph 5:8-14
· Don’t hide it. Don’t miss opportunities. 
· Hide it under a bushel? NO!
· Your obedience to kingdom life brings attention and glory to the Father.

“A key thought in both the pictures of salt and light is distinction. Salt is needed because the world is rotting and decaying, and if our Christianity is also rotting and decaying, it won’t be any good. Light is needed because the world is in darkness, and if our Christianity imitates the darkness, we have nothing to show the world. To be effective we must seek and display the Christian distinctive. We can never affect the world for Jesus by becoming like the world.” WW

Applications
1. Have you been born again? What is holding you back?
2. Ask God to help you be salt in a way that honors Him.
3. Look for specific opportunities to be the light of your world. Reflecting the light and love of Jesus to others. 
