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Christ’s standard of righteousness in contrast with that of the Scribes and Pharisees 
Matthew’s Gospel presents Jesus as King. 
The Jews used the expression the law in four different ways. 
1. The Ten Commandments. 
2. The first 5 books of Moses
3. All known Scriptures (OT)
4. The oral or scribal law

The Contrast of Laws and Traditions
Matthew 15:1–3, 12

Jesus Fulfills the Law and Prophets 17
God’s law had two parts: the moral law and the ceremonial law. Jesus fulfilled the demands of the moral law in His life. In His death He fulfilled the details of the ceremonial law
Jesus said He would fulfill the Law by obeying it perfectly and would fulfill the prophets’ predictions of the Messiah and His kingdom.

He fulfilled the Prophets
Imagine if the OT Prophets could witness Jesus’ life from heaven’s viewpoint! What would Isaiah, David and Daniel notice?

The Promise of Fulfillment 18
All the purposes and images and types and messages of the Law and the Prophets will be accomplished. Rev 21:1

The Completeness of the Fulfillment 
The jot and the tittle 
Jesus says the law is so sacred that not the smallest detail of it will ever pass away.

Notice the law of the New Commandment
Matthew 22:37–40; Rom 13:8-10 
The law as a standard remained; reduced to two commandments

Trusting God’s Word 19
Least or greatest in the Kingdom?
Eternal rewards in the kingdom are based on obedience to the New Covenant in Christ. This does not mean that the OT has been nullified and can be ignored, for it contains universal principles of character and conduct that are carried over into the NT and which God expect of all His people. 

· Faithfully know His Word 
· To trust means to live faithfully upon. 
· Trust your Bible. Study it. Practice the Way of the Kingdom.

The Believer’s Righteousness 20 
The righteousness they were currently seeking—that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law—was insufficient for entrance into the kingdom Jesus was offering. 

The righteousness He demanded was the internal change at salvation. Rom 3:20-26
We do not obey an external Law because of fear. No, believers today obey an internal Law and live because of love. The Holy Spirit teaches us the Word and enables us to obey. 

Our righteousness is found in Christ’s fulfillment of the law and prophets.

How can we fulfill the Law? By yielding to the Holy Spirit and allowing Him to work in our lives. The Holy Spirit enables us to experience the “righteousness of the law” in daily life. This does not mean we live sinlessly perfect lives, but it does mean that Christ lives out His life through us by the power of His Spirit. 
Rom 8:1-3; Gal 2:20

Applications
· Commit to regular Bible reading and study. 
· What is the Lord teaching you about ‘righteousness’?
· Encourage someone with the truth of the Gospel.

