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That pesky little emotion that suddenly appears and interferes with our relationships, our worship and our effectiveness.  Jesus helps Believers today not to be hindered by anger, offense, or testimony among the community.

Anger Damages Relationships 21-22
Never intended at the first. Anger left unchecked can foster hatred, unresolved bitterness. 

“You’ve heard it said…”
· Heard - Oral tradition, teaching of the Rabbis
· Murder - #6 of 10 commandments. Ex 20:13; Deut 5:17; Matt 19:18; Mk 10:19; Rom 13:9; James 2:11
· Most won’t relate to this personally. “I’m no murderer!” 
Then Jesus brings it home! 

“But I say…”
Christ is elevated above the law. He speaks with the authority of the Lawgiver! He traced murder to its source or motive: anger.
· Law tends to address the outward. 
· Jesus addressed the inward, the changed heart. 

Anger in this case refers to a seething, brooding bitterness against someone. Anger keeps us from developing a spirit pleasing to God.
Anger: To harbor inward resentment towards another.

What is righteous anger?
· Jesus at the Temple (not once, but probably twice!) John 2:13-17; Mat 21:12-13
· Ephesians 4:26
· James 1:19
· Anger ought to be kept in check. Slow to anger. 
What is Raca? To scorn with insult, disdain, contempt. 
Why the fool? Calling one reprobate, rebel, a serious charge
· On Gehenna: valley where they burned the garbage. Image of a place of destruction 

Anger Deters Worship 23-24
Before you worship…
Don’t let an offense hinder your worship. 

Jesus borrows from the OT ‘trespass offering’ Lev 5:16
· In the sermon on the mount the Lord applied this principle to all worship. 
· Reconciliation with others: Our attitudes toward others reflect our relationship with God.  1 John 4:20

Anger Denies Effectiveness 25-26
The anger that leads to having to go to court with another. 
· Take care of It. 
· Don’t let unsettled disputes hinder your testimony. Pro 25:8-10

Applications. What are we to do?
1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]How’s your anger? Ask a friend. Receive forgiveness and instruction from Christ!
2. Keep short accounts. Perhaps you need to talk to someone. 
3. Worship with a fresh appreciation of God’s mercy and grace. 




