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At the very heart of the Sermon on the Mount, is the heart of the Believer. 
The Christian is different. Why? We’ve been changed by grace. 

Kingdom Life: Living according to God’s ways amid this broken kingdom. 

On Adultery and Lust vs27-30
Sixth Commandment: Ex 20:14
Adultery - voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and someone other than their lawful spouse. Lev 18:20; 20:10 

Lust - Uncontrolled or illicit sexual desire or appetite. To look upon them wishfully with intent. 
Jesus deals with the heart. Not only the outward results, or actions, but the inner struggle, even of lust. 

How does this happen? 
· Constant scrolling
· Images always before your eyes
· 2 Sam 11; Pro 6:24-29, 32
· It destroys. It always destroys.

What to do in the struggle? 29-30
Figurative language. The trouble with a literal interpretation is that it does not go far enough! 
Perhaps there are some actions steps we can take
1. Make a covenant. Job 31:1
2. Use a filter service. 
3. Remain faithful to Christ and the Word Pro 6:20-24

On Divorce and Remarriage vs31-32
· In this context Jesus is only using divorce as another example. 
· Jesus says more on divorce later. 
· There are exceptions to God’s “no divorce” plan.
· Committing adultery by remarriage, does not mean you remain an adulterer. Grace prevails in our less than perfect life. 
· Jesus articulates the Father’s design and desire to remain married. Restoration is always be the goal when working through any issue.

Matthew 19:3–9
1. Jesus answers by first going back to First Principles: Gen 1:27; 2:18-14  

2. Marriage by design from Genesis
Heterosexual, monogamous and lifelong = one man with one woman is one flesh for life.

3. Moses and divorce
Context, both of Moses’ day and that of Christ’s day
Marriage has always been under attack by the enemy. John 10:10
Hillel – liberal: For any reason at all. 
Shammai - conservative (literal): Only for major offense, infidelity, adultery.

4. Paul on divorce 1 Cor 7:10-16


Biblical Exceptions for divorce
· If a spouse commits adultery.
· If an unbelieving spouse brings a divorce.
· Other: “such cases” of 1 Cor 7:15

Before you divorce
· Restoration is always the goal.
· Grace is always the rule.
· The Gospel is always the key.
· Give yourself time, Seek help. 

Principles for Biblical Marriage
· Marry a believer.
· Build your marriage with Christ, the Bible and the church
· Be humble as you learn to live in peace with someone else!

