For the Sake of the Gospel
Matt 5:33-42
Nov 16, 2025

The Lord calls His kingdom people to respond differently, even countercultural. Why this change of behavior for the believer? The gospel. Matt 5:13-16

Oaths: Your Word, Your Character v33-37
This speaks to the trustworthiness of the Believer.

Context: the audience
· The OT audience
· Jesus’ audience

A place for oath: courts, legal transactions and testimonies
· God swore by Himself Gen 22:16-17; Heb 6:13; 7:21 
· Paul – 2 Cor 1:23 t 
· Jesus- Matt 26:63-64 

Your speech is your oath. Pro 12:17; 14:5; 16:13 

Clarity is kind Eph 4:15
Be known as a truth teller. “We will regard all promises as sacred, if we remember that all promises are made in the presence of God.”

Salt and Light; by word and character

Retaliation: Your Response, Your Heart v38-42
This speaks to the humility of the Believer. 
Caveat of this passage: Civic vs Personal
· In this context Jesus was alluding to the OT Law dealing with public vengeance. The Law limited damages in criminal cases to no more than the loss suffered; an eye for an eye. Ex 21:24-25; Lev 24:17-21
· As might be expected, people tended to justify personal vengeance by appealing to the same texts. We would call it “taking the law into your own hands.”

The Power of Christ in Me!
Jesus is counterintuitive
Recall “blessed are the meek”. Meekness is not weakness, but rather strength under control. 

Hold lightly your dignity v39
· Be quick to let go, overlook, don’t take personally.
· The idea is not that we must always passively suffer the assault of the assassin, the bully, or the thief. However, when the interests of Christ’s kingdom demand that we turn the other cheek, we should.
· Never silent victims of abuse, terrorists, bullies and harsh treatment.

Hold lightly your rights v40 
· We too are to be ready to give up that which cannot be taken by law.
· “But it’s mine.” Trust and recall you have access to He who owns the cattle on 1000 hills! 
· This is not about business affairs and legal allegations, this is on the personal level. The Lord doesn’t call us to be irresponsible, or even gullible, but trusting. Be wise in all your dealings. 

Hold lightly your agenda v41
· The Romans had the right to press both men and beasts into compulsory service when the interests of the government required it. 
· The Jews greatly resented this kind of compulsory service, but the Lord taught that it is our duty to help others and to go beyond the call of duty. 

Hold lightly your possessions v42
· When people supplicate us, we are to respond in a positive way. 1 Jn 3:17
· Salt and Light; with a new heart and in our response

The key to understanding this section is to keep in mind the major thrust of His teaching: 
good not evil, grace not vengeance, love not hatred. 

Applications:
1. Is my word good? Commit to truth-telling. 
2. Learn to use yes and no with clarity and kindness.
3. Which do I struggle letting go of: dignity, rights, time or possessions?
4. Share your insights and struggles with a trusted friend and seek the Spirit’s help in leading you this week. 
5. All for the Gospel. Does that reflect my hold on my life? 







