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Because of Grace: Living out the Gospel, centered on love
· Loving your people, family, ‘in Christ’
· Loving your neighbor, not fully known but fully loved
· Loving your enemy, undeserved, uneasy and in God’s hands.

Who is your enemy?

You have heard…
Love your neighbor - Lev 19:18
Hate your enemy? Ps 139:19-22 
Where is this coming from?

Who is an enemy?
· Opposition…
· Aggression…

As we noticed last week with retaliation there are national matters that governments are held to, but when individuals take on those at a personal level the outcome is devastating. This isn’t about enemies of the state.

But I say…
Because of Grace: Love your enemies
Ex 23:4; 1 Sam 24:9; 2 Kings 6:22

What is it to love?
Pro 24:17; 25:21-22; Rom 12:20

Agapao: 

· We love by praying for them.
· We love by feeding them.
· We love by returning their donkey.

This doesn’t say you love how others live, the choices they make, the views they hold, the values they argue. You love them. As Jesus does. Rain and shine. This is ‘common grace’. 


Jesus didn’t love me FOR me sin, but b/c of my sin He loved me to the point of offering me life, redemption. Rom 5:8

Because of Grace: Pray for your persecutors
· Pray for salvation.
· Pray for the struggle that a sinner has without Christ. 

We best reflect the Father when we love like Him.

Greet them. Be pleasant, be kind.
Again, this doesn’t mean to jeopardize your family or your safety by inviting just anyone into your home but greet. Be mature. 

Your love reflects the perfect love of God 5:48


Let’s talk about love, because of Grace
Matt 22:36-38
· The love of the Father towards you.
· The love of the Father towards those who don’t yet know Him.
· Our love towards God
· Our love towards those that don’t know Him yet.

Love with the Gospel
· “The Gospel is the Good News that Jesus Christ took my place on the cross; died and rose again so that I could be right with God.” 

Applications
1. Am I loving others with the love of God?
2. Review Matt 5:23-24 with an open, willing heart.
3. What is God calling me to do?
4. Give God thanks for His love and grace and patience. 

