Be a Good Giver
Matt 6:1-4
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Good is describing here one who gives correctly, according to what God has given you. In generosity and regularity. What motivates our giving?

In this section of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus focuses on the practice of the law, what men do. Jesus gives three representative illustrations of religious activity. We might call them disciplines.
· The discipline of giving. Living out faith regarding others. 2-4
· The discipline of prayer. Being true in faith regarding God. 5-15
· The discipline of fasting. Being true in faith as it relates to ourselves. 16-18

Beware in Giving! v1

“Beware of practicing your δικαιοσύνη (charitable deeds, righteousness) before other people in order to be seen by them…” Imagine hearing Jesus’ voice as He goes from vs 48 to v 1

What is practicing righteousness? 
From a position of self-righteousness
· On my terms - Pharisees and religion. “self-righteous”
· Righteousness: Practicing your charitable deeds

From a position of right-standing with God
· Righteousness: A right standing before God
· On God’s terms - Believers of all time, who have faith in God and trust Him for Who He is and what He has told us.

Religion: doing works according to my faith. My faith (whatever I believe about God and being right with Him) drives my outward action. 

Almsgiving in the NT and Today
· Needs in an impoverished society were plenty.
· Giving today: nothing wrong with enjoying the momentum of what your office gave to a local charity, good examples and honest ‘feel-goods’. But to give to others ONLY for the sake of being noticed is disingenuous. Esp as it relates to living out your faith. If it’s false, it’s hypocrisy.
Pro 19:17; Pro 28:27; Pro 22:9

We don’t give to be “seen” by them: The Greek word is Theaomai (to be noticed) is related to the term from which we get theater. 

Such practices amount to theatrical righteousness, performed to impress rather than serve and to magnify the actors rather than God. 

Expectation and Reward of Giving to Others v2-4 
“When” not “if”. Why is it assumed that Jesus’ followers would be givers?
B/C we’ve been changed by grace. We get it. 

Do we give for reward? 
Temporally, no. Eternally, kinda.

What are the rewards for giving?
· If giving to be seen, the reward is immediate by those who saw.
· If giving not to be seen, but with a heart for God, the reward is in the future. 

Biblical Principles for Giving
2 Cor 8:1–5
2 Cor 9:6–8
· Gave according to ability – Budget, plan, commit
· Gave sacrificially – By faith, sacrificially
· Gave on their own – Personal commitment based on grace
· Gave of themselves first – Priority of living for Christ

The heart of giving is a heart of worship.
Grace was not given sparingly.
God gave it all so I could know Him. 

Applications
1. Consider my motivation in giving to others as an act of worship not a promotion of self.
2. How can I grow in my generosity?
3. Give myself permission to evaluate and perhaps begin in giving regularly to the Lord’s work.

