The Gift of Prayer
Matt 6:5-13
Dec 7, 2025

As we approach the season of gifts and worship of the One Who provides all we have, all we are and all we’ll ever need, our passage today informs us that the Giver of life has given us an amazing gift, that is the gift of Prayer.

Prayer is a significant theme throughout the Scriptures.
There are over 650 prayers in the Bible and 25 prayers of Jesus

Notice the links from 6:1-4 on giving…
· When not if…
· hypocrites…
· synagogue attention
· street corner attention
· to be seen by others
· temporary reward received

The Lord’s Model Prayer
The prayer is divinely designed. 

Adoration: Worship 
1. Revere His Name
· Hallowed means to sanctify, set apart, holy. 
· Luke 1:49; Ps 111:9; Ps 34:1-3
· God is sovereign over all. To be worshiped. Eph 1:3
· Through Christ’s work for us on the cross, we can know and speak to “our Father”. 

“The name means all that is true of God, and all that has been revealed concerning God It means God in all His attributes, God in all that He is in and of Himself, and God in all that He has done and all that He is doing.”  DMLJ

2. Submit to Kingdom Priority
Matt 3:2; 4:17 Both now and not yet. 
Both now in the lives of His followers, and in the future, when He sets up His kingdom on this earth. As we prepare for Christmas, some follow an advent calendar. One of the benefits of at least a brief understanding of Advent is the focus on His coming 2nd Advent. Rev 22:20

3. Trust His Will
Matt 26:42; Acts 21:14 Whether in pain or pleasure, we trust God to do HIS work, for His glory! “If we are praying in the will of God, the answer will be a blessing to all of God’s people in one way or another.” WW
“Prayer is a mighty instrument, not for getting man’s will done in heaven, but for getting God’s will done in earth.”   Robert Law 


Petition: Request
1. Trusting for Provisions 
God cares about our physical needs. 
Daily bread is illustrated with the daily manna offerings. God gave to the children of Israel manna, but only for the day, not for storage, (except to cover for the Sabbath). God’s grace isn’t given to us all at once. 
· Why do we pray if God already knows what we need? This is the heart, the purpose, the very meaning of prayer! Not to inform God of what He does not already know, but to demonstrate our dependence.  

2. Receiving forgiveness to give forgiveness
If we have truly experienced God’s forgiveness, then we will have a readiness to forgive others 
Eph 4:32; Col 3:13

3. Walking under His protection
Matt 26:41; 1 Cor 10:13

Prayer is not merely about getting things from God, its all about talking with Him! The Father welcomes us, His children (through Christ!) to come to Him, time and time again.

Now What?
As you pray this week, listen to the words that come from your heart. Maybe write out a prayer this week. Maybe pray the Lord’s Prayer with your own words. 
· Our prayer as our worship.
· Our prayer for our community
· Our prayer for our church

Applications
1. Evaluate prayer as worship more than request
2. Exercise the gift of praying as often as you think of it!
3. Honor God by seeing and acknowledging His place in your life, each day.
4. Look for opportunity to pray with a brother/sister practicing the model prayer. 




