The Lord’s Design for His Church
Leadership of pastors and elders

His design for the church is because of His love for the church
Psalm 23

The Lord’s love for His people
· As a Shepherd - Tender care, guiding, protecting, leading, responsible
· As a Father - Unconditional love, Relational intimacy, Family inheritance
· How do you see God as your Father, your Shepherd?

Now, in the NT: “I will build My Church” – Jesus Matt 16:15–19

The Heart of the Shepherd: Jesus
· John 10:1-18; 25-30

The Lord’s design for His church is to have pastors and teachers.
The pastors are responsible for shepherding and teaching. 
· Eph 4:11–16

Elders and Pastors 1 Pt 5:1-4

The elders care for the congregation. Acts 20:28
The elders are responsible to ‘guard’ the doctrines. Titus 1:9; 1 Tim 4:16; 2 Tim 4:3-4

Why does Grace ordain Pastors?
· To Ordain: to invest with ministerial functions. To consecrate someone as a pastor; confer holy orders upon.
· Commission: To appoint, certify, approve

Key New Testament passages
· Acts 14:23
· Titus 1:5
· 1 Tim 4:14; 2 Tim 1:6
· Acts 20:17, 28
· 1 Pet 5:1-4

Qualifications for ordained pastors
· 1 Tim 3:1-7
· Titus 1:5-9

Putting these texts together, a biblical picture emerges of:
· Qualified men 
· Publicly recognized and appointed
· Set apart with prayer, often fasting, and laying on of hands


Applications
1. How do you see God as Father and Shepherd? 
2. Submit yourself to Christ’s Lordship in your life! 
3. Pray for your leaders: Elders and Pastors
4. Thank the Lord for our staff and congregation!



