Promises for Prayer
Matt 7:7-11
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Once again, Jesus teaches His disciples principles in prayer. Here He encourages us to pray by giving us some very gracious promises. 


Persistence in Prayer 
The principle of A.S.K.
The sureness of God’s provision.

Ask: Bringing requests and needs to God. Petitions. Verbally. Use words. Don’t assume. 
Key to prayer: According to His will 1 Jn 5:14 (Matt 21:22; James 1:5-6; John 14:13; 15:7)

Seek: Looking for what God is doing.  Look for His activity, what is He showing you. Look for Kingdom work. Matt 6:33; Heb 11:6

Knock: Pursuing God’s favor in opportunities. Knocking on the door to know God more in relationship and power. Pursue and keep doing it.
Rev 3:20

“Ask with confidence and humility. Seek with care and application. Knock with earnestness and perseverance.” Clark

Examples of prayers:



Pray about what you care about. 
When we pray with no passion, God knows. 
God is good and therefore He doesn’t withhold what we truly need. Remember it is all for our good and His glory – Rom 8:28

Our Common Objections to Prayer
1. Prayer doesn’t make sense.
· Almost improper for what it says of God

Answer: Are we ready to receive?
· Position of submission and dependence. 

2. Prayer doesn’t seem necessary.
· Christians look round them and see lots of people getting on fine without prayer. 

Creation gifts: from the Creator for all
Redemption gifts: from the Father for His children

God’s redemption-gifts 
· Salvation: those who call upon His name, will be saved.
· Spiritual blessings: forgiveness, deliverance from evil, peace, more faith, hope, love, work of HS within. 
· Lord’s prayer earlier has both, creation and redemption: bread and forgiveness. 

Answer: We pray for daily bread not because we fear we will starve but because we know it comes from God and it is appropriate to acknowledge our physical dependence on him. 

3. Prayer doesn’t always work. 
‘I prayed to pass an exam but failed. I prayed to be healed of an illness, and it got worse.’

Prayer is not magic, not a blank check, it is rather, according to His will and for His glory. 

Answer: Being good, our heavenly Father gives only good gifts to his children; being wise as well, he knows which gifts are good and which are not. 

Applications:
1. Give thought to your prayers this week, earnestly pray ‘according to His will’.
2. Would God have me lean into more asking, or seeking, or knocking? Take time to distinguish your prayer needs.
3. What is one thing I want to commit to praying for with persistence?




