Be Aware
Matt 7:15-23
March 8, 2026

As Jesus concludes the Sermon, He draws His listeners towards a decision. 
Jesus just called them to consider the narrow gate over the wide. The hard road over the easy. Today we see two trees, with differing fruit. 

Jesus begins with the one and only command in the passage: Beware.

False Prophets v15-20
Guiding Principle 1
· True prophets bear good fruit
· False prophets bear bad fruit

As long as there have been prophets, there have been false prophets. 
Moses warned in Deut 13:1-5 

False prophets find a hearing by those who are displeased with God. Those who don’t like what they know of God, and one comes along and tells them what they want to hear. 

God’s own people have followed false prophets. Is 30:9–10
Jesus taught His disciples…
· Matt 24:4–5, 11, 23-24
· Paul in Rom 16:17–18
· 1 Timothy 4:1
· 2 Peter 2:1

Also called:
· False brothers 2 Cor 11.26
· False apostles - 2 Cor 11:13
· False teachers - 2 Pet 2.1
· False speakers - 1 Tim 4:2
· False witnesses - Matt 26:60
· False Christs - Matt 24:24

Paul warned the Elders of Ephesus Church Acts 20:29–31
False prophets are at the gate of the broad road, leading to destruction. 

Guiding Principle 2
· The false prophet is a wolf who appears as a sheep.
· The false prophet is as dangerous to the church, as the wolf is to the sheep.

Three types:
· Heretics openly reject the word of God and teach contrary to divine truth.
· Apostate teachers are those who once followed the faith but have turned away from it, rejected it, and are trying to lead others away.
· Deceivers: The false teacher gives the appearance of orthodoxy. 2 Cor 11:13–15

Paul warns of false apostles 2 Cor 11:13-15
· deceitful 
· disguised 

How do we look out for?
1. Look for fruit. v16
2. Identify fruit. v17-20
You won’t see the fruit of the Spirit Gal 5:22-23 in the false prophet. 

False Followers v21-23

Guiding Principle 3
· True follower - Does the will of God, known by God. 
· Fake follower - Say they did right things, proven to be works of lawlessness. 

What they say about the Lord, right things, but they don’t submit to His authority. Eternal language, but not eternal life. They are workers of lawlessness: not a right lifestyle. 
Do you struggle with sin? 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Difference of Christians who sin and sinners who deny Christ.
Missing the relationship: “I never knew you” 

· Orthodoxy - beliefs that match established standards such as church councils or widely accepted creeds. Core statement of faith. 
· Heterodoxy - beliefs that depart from these standards but may still be held by people regarded as Christians, especially if the disagreements concern non‑core or secondary issues. 
· Heresy - usually means a deviation so serious that it is judged incompatible with belonging to the religion at all. Denying core beliefs.

Application
· Stay deeply committed to God’s Word
· Stay engaged with God’s People
· Yield to God’s Spirit




