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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]The conclusion to Jesus’ sermon. Yet He takes us back to the beginning. The foundation. We too quickly assume upon foundations, without taking a close look. We’d be wise to hear and heed Jesus’ conclusion. 
As He led His audience to application, Jesus presented His listeners with four paired illustrations
· Two gates—the narrow one leading to life or the wide one leading to destruction
· Two trees—the good one bearing good fruit or the bad one bearing bad fruit
· Two responses—the genuine disciple who does the will of God or the hypocritical hearer who only gives lip service
· Two foundations—the one built on rock or the one built on sand
Are you ready for storms?
Storms in life seem inevitable. There’s no place on earth where we can be completely free from trials, trauma, or trouble.
The Wise Builder 24-25
All who hear and “do” what Jesus teaches are wise. 

What are these words?
The sermon began with the Beatitudes: Matt 5:3–12. And all that follows!
· How to live for Christ (His Kingdom) in this world (not His Kingdom)
· How to grow in maturity
· Recall the Great Commission at the end of Matthew’s gospel… 28:19-20

Building a life on the Rock. 1 Cor 10:4
· Hard work to prepare.
· Takes commitment to the hard things.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Not meant to go it alone. Growing together in Christ. 1 Pt 2:2; Eph 4:15; 2 Pt 3:18


The Foolish Builder 26-27
All who hear and ignore what Jesus teaches are foolish.
Building a life on unstable sand. 
· Looks ok. Seems fine. Others do it. Faster. Easier. Cheaper.


Two builders: One Message
A message of grace, wisdom, sound counsel. 
Both builders heard the same teaching. 
Do you get the idea there’s more to these two builders? 
· This is about the new you. The one who has been changed by God’s grace and is now ‘hungry’ to feed upon God’s Word, God’s wisdom. 
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK3]2 Cor 5:17; Gal 2:20; Col 1:27
· This is about the pathway of the righteous one: Pro 4:18; 12:28
· Jesus, and Jesus alone makes all the difference. Jn 13:17; James 1:22-25
· Be doers of the Word, not just hearers.

The Astonished Crowd of the Authoritative Teacher 28-29
Heard the message from the Teacher. Stayed to the end. 
· What were they used to?
· Why are the teachings of Jesus astonishing?
· His authoritative, clear Word


Application
1. You’ve heard the Words of Jesus: now decide.
2. Not-Yet: Receive the New Life promised in the Gospel.
3. Believers: Commit to spiritual growth and maturity. Ask for help. 




