Jesus’ Call to Faith
Matt 8:18-34


Following Jesus as Priority v18-22
Jesus invited to go across. “Let’s go…” Mk 4:35-36; Luke 8:22 

“I will follow wherever…” Scribe
· A scribe: Teacher of the Law. 
· Christ makes it clear: following is a life of humility
· Priority over identity

“I’ll follow you whenever…” Disciple
· A disciple: One who already identified as a follower of Jesus. 
· When I’m free to move on, when I have resources.
· Priority over schedule, ability

In Lk’s account, he adds a third: Priority over family

Know Who you’re following. Heb 12:2
· Jesus informs the would-be followers, a scribe and a disciple, that it’s not easy to follow the Messiah, but necessary. 


Following Jesus with Faith v23-27
A life redeemed by faith is a life to be lived by faith. Even in the hard times. 
· Jesus just said following Him would be costly and is time sensitive. Now He teaches what faith really looks like. 
· Satan does not care how much Bible truth we learn so long as we do not live it. WW

Faith in Jesus during the storms 
Storms come on the just and the unjust. 
They challenge us. They try our patience, our abilities and our faith. 

Jesus sleeps. Exhausted from ministry. Also, great object lesson for his guys. 
Peace be still. Why the fear? Where’s your faith?

Our Storms
Sometimes the Lord allows storms in our day to remind us He is near, and He can be trusted. 

Can you think of a time you went through a storm, and the Lord showed Himself faithful?
Are you going through storms right now and need to be reassured that Jesus is near?

Exercising faith means to trust. 
To trust means to be confident in Jesus’ word and be calmed by His presence. 
· Confident: He said we’d get to the other side.
· Comfort: He’s literally in the boat. Go sit with Him. 
Don’t accuse Him of not caring, not loving, not being in charge. 


Following Jesus for Ministry v28-34 (Mk 5:1-20)
Ready as followers, ready with a growing faith, trusting Him for what He wants to do.

There is an enemy. We don’t need to fear, but our faith will strengthen with understanding. James 2:19 Demons believe in: 
· the existence of God
· the deity of Christ
· the reality of future judgment
· in prayer

Was the boat ride only to take care of the demons awaiting on the other side? Do you ever wonder why the Lord has you on the path you’re on?  What could He possibly have in mind up ahead?

Demon possessed men from the caves were known and feared, people wouldn’t go that way. 
Mark’s account: healed, sent home to testify! 

A life of faith is a life of purpose.
The priority of following Him above all others, the faith in trusting Him even in storms, and the confidence that He is the One doing the hard things.

Application: How to live a life of faith
1. New life in Christ. Believing on the Name of Jesus as our atoning Savior. 
2. Engaging with Christ: His Word, His Spirit, His people
3. Daily looking to Jesus. 





