What Matters Most								        April 19, 2026
Matt 9:1-13

From the brief trip of ch 8 where the disciples learned to have faith in the Words and Presence of Jesus, to the powerful casting out of demons: Now, Jesus and the guys head back to ‘His hometown of Capernaum’- Mk 2:1


Jesus Heals and Jesus Saves v1-8
(Mk 2:1-12; Lk 5:17-26)
Sometimes we think of miracles or meeting people’s physical needs as pointing to salvation later. Jesus seems to be very deliberate in what happens here in the text.

The answer for the faith of the four: forgiveness! 1-2
· Notice the extent of the four friends (Mk 2:2-4)
· The result of their faith was the man’s forgiveness. 

What are we willing to do to bring someone to know about Jesus?
Don’t listen to the ones who deny Jesus. 3-4

Spiritual forgiveness or physical healing? 5
· In the moment, words sound easier than action.
· In eternity, the word of forgiveness will outlast the action of the healing. 

The answer for the doubts of the critics: healing 6-7
All of Jesus’ miracles were for advancing the message of who He is and what He provides. Miracles are a small picture of life in the kingdom. 

Their faith resulted in Jesus forgiving sin, but also it resulted in the man’s physical healing. Jesus extends forgiveness to the man who was paralyzed, and He demonstrates His authority for healing for the opposition to see. 

The result of the miracle was a healed man and glory to God 8

Faith of Friends
· Who carried your stretcher? What kind of friend could you be?

Your Story of Four
Your commitment to four
· Don’t do it alone. Pair up, or what if you gathered with 3 others, 4 friends agreeing to pray for and lovingly pursue others, each one have one. 


Jesus Calls and Jesus Clarifies v9-13
(Mk 2:14-17; Lk 5:27-32)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Why did Jesus call Matthew to be His disciple? Was he worthy? 

Jesus Calls the Unexpected 9-10
Chief tax collectors: Zaccheus (Lk 19:1-10) and Levi (Matthew) a step below. 

A shared meal brings opposition and opportunity for clarity. (Mk 2:15; Lk 5:29)
· Matthew’s conversion made a mark on the people in his immediate circle of influence. This group of outcasts and social misfits was dining with Jesus!
· The repulsed Pharasees 11

Jesus Clarifies Grace v11-13
· Jesus came for the sick, the lost, the needy. Matt 5:3
· Jesus answers the critics: Hosea 6:6

In going to the home of Matthew with his people, Jesus was going where the need was greatest and where He was invited!

The four friends took a chance.
The lame trusted his friends.

Jesus called an unworthy tax collector.
The Pharisees got homework!

Applications:
1. Who helped me know Jesus and the Gospel? 
2. Who will I partner with for the sake of a friend?
3. How am I living in the grace and mercy of Christ towards myself and others?

