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Introduction: A sad story of love diverted, but with…

Their Question: Why don’t you fast like us? (v 14)
The accusation was really about formalism and religious expectations

Formalism: (n) 
1. excessive adherence to prescribed forms
2. excessive concern with form rather than content in artistic creation [or religious expression]

Play-acting spirituality. External practices (rules, rituals, disciplines, routines) replace a living relationship with God. 
Outward symbols without an inward reality.

God prescribed one fast per year: the Day of Atonement.
	~ a sign of humility expressing dependence on God’s mercy.
Other fasts were to flow naturally as a response to grief or conviction.

Pharisees fasted > 104 times per year, every Monday and Thursday.
A symbol of humility became a sign of superiority. (Luke 18:9–12)

Analogy 1: The Groom is Here! (v 15)
A wedding is a time for feasting, not fasting.
In the OT, God is frequently depicted as Israel’s groom or husband.
This is not random imagery; Jesus is making a claim!
By using this analogy, Jesus puts himself in the place of God.

Main point: Jesus is Immanuel, God is with us. Now is the time for joy.

Whisper of gospel things to come: “Taken from them” is the first allusion to Jesus’ crucifixion.

Their love for God was diverted from a relationship to an infatuation with its memorabilia.
Analogy 2: A New Patch Tears Old Cloth (v 16)
Main point: Jesus did not come to patch up old religious systems. He brought something completely new. Old religious forms are not compatible and would soon be torn apart.

Whisper of gospel things to come: Similar vocabulary and imagery used to describe the ripping of the temple veil upon Jesus’ death.

Analogy 3: New Wine Requires New Wineskins (v 17)
Main point: Jesus brings a new way of relating to God, and this new way cannot be contained by old, worn-out religious systems.

Whisper of gospel things to come: By the end of Matthew, wine comes to represent the blood of Jesus spilled for the sins of the world.

Conclusion: …a happy ending.
Don’t let your routines obscure your relationship.
Put down your pictures and enjoy his presence!
Whatever religious memorabilia you maintain, enjoy it with Jesus.

Parting thoughts and applications:
For Christians:
· Has your relationship with Jesus grown old and brittle? 
Don’t let your routines obscure your relationship.
· How can you continue a fresh and flexible faith?
Where have you added rules and rituals to your faith?

For not-yet-Christians:
· The sinful condition of the old is not an obstacle if you are willing to accept the new!
· He is a physician for all who know they are sick, a savior for all who know they are perishing.
· If you know you need him, then the invitation is for you. 
RSVP – accept his invitation! 
Let us help. Come pray with us.
