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Mother’s Day. An opportunity to honor moms. An opportunity to live in the tension of walking with those who celebrate and those who mourn. Ecc 3:4; Rom 12:15; 1 Cor 12:26

A Mom’s part in the story of redemption 2 Tim 1:5
No matter your story, or how the people in your life have played a part: You are Here! 
God uses people to help us know Him. Redemption: To buy back. Purchase 

God sometimes uses the hard things to move us – Ruth 1
1. The Set Up of Story 1:1-15
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]A family that can escapes a famine. 
· A family that can’t escape death. 

From Bethlehem – to Moab – back to Bethlehem
Do you relate? 


2. The Turning Point of Faith 1:16-18
Ruth commits to faith. Trusting God and committing to care for Naomi

What is faith? To believe, to trust in, to rely upon. Not simply an academic head knowledge of something you ‘agree’ to. But faith is always manifested in actions.
 
Ruth to Naomi - God’s covenantal love.  We can’t control the famines or the hard news of one’s death, but we can commit to the right things even the hard things.
How’s your faith?  


God often meets our needs in creative ways – Ruth 2
3. God’s Creative Provision 2:8-16
· Meet Boaz – a potential redeemer v1
· Notice Ruth’s initiative v7

Boaz to Ruth - God’s choice of her care and His glory! 
· Protection-young men have been warned
· Provision-work, food, groceries to take home, handfuls of purpose

Naomi to Ruth - God’s grace and truth, a pathway forward
Do you notice God’s provisions for you?


God seems to do His best work amidst the messy - Ruth 4
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]4. There’s always a bigger picture 4:13-17
The joy of redemption paid!
· Naomi no longer bitter. 
· Ruth’s commitment to Naomi now enhanced and fulfilled through the redeemer
· This is all in the very line of Jesus Himself!
· God’s grace in the OT and the NT!

Remember the beauty of Biblical genealogies: Ruth 4:17-22; Matt 1:5-6
God’s grace is amazing. His redemption is complete and available!
What’s your part in someone’s redemption story?


Applications:
1. Where have you seen redemption take place in your life’s situations?
2. When did you experience the Lord’s saving redemption in salvation?
3. What can you do to honor the story the Lord has you in right now? 



