The Ministry of Christ: Harvest Time!						            May 17, 2026
Matt 9:27-38

We learn in Matthew of Jesus’ Words (teachings) and Works (miracles) to show Himself as the Anointed One, the Messiah for the Jewish audience. He demonstrates His power: Jesus doing what only God can do.
· The crowds had been left with pure astonishment at His teachings: Matthew 7:28–29
· Chapter 8-9 would be filled with miraculous acts of Christ demonstrating both His Power and His Identity! 
Just in chap 9:
· the paralytic lying on the bed—healed (9:2–8)
· Matthew the tax collector—redeemed (9:9–13)
· the woman with incurable bleeding—cured (9:20–22
· the daughter who had died—resurrected (9:23–26)

The Messiah Declared 9:27-31
· A call for mercy
Believers in Yahweh have long cried out for His mercy: Ps 30:10; 51:1; 119:77; 123:3
Son of David! 2 Sam 7 

· A call for a miracle
Imagine how life changed for these two. Do you recall the changes you experienced when you first believed Jesus to be the Christ?

Yet Jesus said, “Don’t tell anyone”. Why?
They might start talking about the miracle more than the Messiah.

The Demon Defeated 9:32-34
· Demonic grip overpowered: It was the demonic control that hindered the man from speaking. 
· A work of grace: Not even asked for. Can’t earn. Don’t deserve. But given. Freely. No words this time!

The astonished crowd: Never seen this before, not in Israel
The blasphemous pharisees: “He did this by the power of Satan” (blasphemy)

On Miracles today: The miracles we read about in the Gospels are “sneak previews of coming attractions” when He will rule and reign, when all will be right, when everyone will be healed.


The Compassion of Christ 9:35-38
The Lost Sheep: Then and now
Harassed and Helpless: under the law, under false teaching, incomplete message of grace: Grace in that the Jews were the people of God, but incomplete b/c the law, their identity was never enough
How is it today? How are people answering life’s biggest questions? Known as existential questions, or questions of my existence…
· Who am I?
· Where did I come from?
· Why am I here?
· What’s the meaning of life?
· What’s next?

The Needed Laborers
· What does He call us to do?
· Pray!
The work of the Gospel is a work worthy of giving your life.
Principles from the Passage
· By His mercy, we can have new life
· By His grace, we have a message
· By His compassion, we have a calling
Applications:
1. Receive and thank God for His mercy.
2. Look for specific ways to speak of His grace this week.
3. Pray for people to serve His mission.

