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Because Christ has shown us compassion, we can intentionally pursue growth in Him this summer. Ecclesiastes 3:1–8
· Grateful for Memorial Day
· Understanding Pentecost Sunday
· Glad to welcome Summer

The Compassion of Christ
Matthew 9:36
The Greek word speaks of being moved in the deepest part of one’s being.
What I notice here is the love of Christ in caring. In expressing compassion. This is how He saw them, and I’m suggesting, it’s how He saw you. A caring Savior who invites us to Himself b/c He can help us. He gives us new life, a new identity and the Holy Spirit, who changes us! 

1. Knowing the compassion of the Lord
How did Jesus see people then, how about now?
Jn 3:17; Rom 5:8; Matt 11:28-30

Jesus invites relationship.
He offers rest. Peace. Renewal.
So when we talk about intentional growth this summer, 
· This is not: “Try harder.” “Be more religious.” “Fix yourself.”
· This is about responding to the compassion of Christ.
· The Christian life is not driven by guilt. It is sustained by grace.

2. Experiencing the compassion of the Lord
This is through the Spirit. Because of Christ’s death and resurrection, believers now have a new identity. Gal 2:20; Rom 8:1-2, 5-6, 9-10
This summer can become a season where we intentionally grow in peace, maturity, compassion, and communion with God.

3. Defining the compassion of Christ for the Believer
A work of God the Holy Spirit in the life of a Believer in understanding our new identity and then seeing His compassion lived out towards others for His glory. 2 Pt 3:18

So how can we intentionally grow this summer?
Devote yourself to the Lord this summer: Acts 2:42; 1 Tim 4:13



Five Intentional Practices for Summer Growth
1. Devote Yourself to Scripture
Ps 1:2; 119:97,105; 42:1
One practical suggestion: Spend the summer in the Wisdom Books. (Job, Ps, Pro, Ecc, Song)
I’d recommend specifically:
· Psalms 
· Proverbs
· Ecclesiastes
Not to rush. Not to perform. But to soak in wisdom.

2. Be Intentional in Prayer
Rom 12:12; Acts 6:4; Col 4:2
Summer often changes our routines. Use that intentionally.
· Enjoy a change of scenery for prayer times
· Experiment with journaling your journey
Prayer is not merely presenting requests. It is learning to abide.

3. Stay Connected to Community
Rom 12:10; Heb 10:24-25
Summer can unintentionally become spiritually disconnected.
People travel. Schedules shift. Get away, but don’t pull away. 
· stay connected to church,
· continue encouraging one another.
· Consider hosting a neighborhood cookout

4. Look for Opportunities to Serve
Compassion grows when we serve others.
This summer may be a perfect opportunity to:
· serve in ministry,
· volunteer locally,
· help neighbors,

5. Give Yourself Permission to Rest
Ps 23:1-3; 46:1-3; 62:1-2
Some people feel guilty resting. Jesus withdrew to quiet places.
· Rest is not laziness. Biblical rest is trust.
· Sometimes the most spiritual thing you can do is slow down long enough to remember: 
· Rest…but don’t quit.

Give thought to your summer: what are some things you’d like to commit to from our study today?
